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PRIOR. 

Matthew  prior  is  one  of  those  that  have  burst 
out  from  an  obscure  original  to  great  eminence.  He  was 
bom  Jnly  21, 1064,  according  to  some,  at  Winbum,  in 
Dorsetshire,  of  I  know  not  what  parents;  others  say ,  that 
he  was  the  son  of  a  joiner  of  London :  he  was,  perhaps, 
willing  enoQg^  to  leave  his  birth  unsettled  %  in  hope,  like 
Don  Quixote,  that  the  historian  of  his  actions  might  find 
him  some  illustrious  alliance. 

He  is  supposed  to  haye  fallen,  by  his  father's  death,  into 
the  handr  of  his  uncle,  a  Tintner^  near  Charing-cross, 
who  sent  Um  for  some  time  to  Dr.  Busby,  at  West- 
minster; but,  not  intending  to  give  him  any  education 
beyond  that  of  the  school,  took  him,  when  he  was  well  ad- 
vanced in  literature,  to  his  own  house,  where  the  earl  of 
Dorset,  celebrated  for  patronage  of  genius,  found  him  by 
chance,  as  Bume.t  relates,  reading  Horace,  and  was  so 
well  pleased  with  his  proficiency,  that  he  undertook  the 
care  and  cost  of  his  academical  education. 

He  entered  his  name  in  St  John's  college,  at  Cambridge, 
in  1082,  in  his  eighteenth  year ;  and  it  may  be  reasonably 
supposed  that  he  was  distinguished  among  hb  contempo- 
raries.   He  became  a  bachelor,  as  is  usnal,  in  four  years  ^ ; 

«  The  difficulty  of  letUing  Prior*i  birthplace  is  great.  In  the  register  of 
his  college  he  is  called,  at  his  admission  by  the  president,  Matthew  Prior,  of 
Winbnm,  in  Middlesex ;  by  himself,  next  day,  Matthew  Prior,  of  Dorsetshire, 
in  wMch  county,  not  in  Middlesex,  Winbom,  or  Winbome,  as  it  stands  in  the 
Villare,  is  found.  When  he  stood  candidate  for  his  fellowship,  ive  years  af- 
terwards, he  was  registered  again,  by  himself  as  of  Middlesex.  The  last  record 
ooght  to  be  preferred,  because  it  was  made  upon  oath.  It  is  obsenrable,  that, 
as  a  native  of  Winbome,  he  is  styled  Alius  Geoigii  Prior,  generosi;  not  con- 
su«ently  with  the  common  account  of  the  meanness  of  his  birth.    Dr.  J. 

^  Sannel  Prior  kept  the  Rummer  Uvem  near  Charing-cross,  in  1685.  The 
annual  feast  of  the  nobUity  and  gentry  living  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin  in  the 
Fields  was  held  at  his  house,  Oct.  14,  that  year.    N. 

«  He  was  admitted  to  his  bachelor's  degree  in  1686 ;  and  to  his  master's,  by 
mandate,  in  1700.    N. 
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and  two  years  afterwards  wrote  the  poem  on  the  Deity, 
which  stands  first  in  his  volume. 

It  is  the  established  pracfice  of.  that  college,  to  send 
every  year  to  the  earl  of  Exeter  some  poems  upon  sacred 
subjects,  in  acknowledgment  of  a  benefaction  enjoyed  by 
them  from  the  bounty  of  his  ancestor.  On  this  occasion 
were  those  verses  written,  which,  though  nothing  is  said 
of  their  success,  seem  to  have  recommended  him  to  some 
notice ;  for  his  praise  of  the  countess's  musick,  and  bis 
Unes  on  the  famous  picture  of  Seneca,  afford  reason  for 
imagining  that  he  was  more  or  less  conversant  with  thiti 
family. 

The  same  year,  1668,  he  published  the  City  Mouse  and 
Country  Mouse,  to  ridicule  Dryden's  Hind  add  Panther^ 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Montague.  There  is  a  story  ^  of 
great  pain  suffered,  and  of  tears  shed,  on  this  occasion,  by 
Dryden,  who  thought  it  hard  that ''  an  old  mati  fbould  be 
so  treated  by  those  to  whom  he  had  always  been  oivil.'^ 
By  tales  like  these  is  the  envy,  raised  by  snperiouf  abili^ 
ties,  every  day  gratified :  when  ihej  are  attacked,  eve^ 
one  hopes  to  see  them  humbled ;  what  i^  heped  is  readily 
lielieved ;  and  what  is  believed  is  confidently  told.  Drjrdeo 
bad  been  more  accustomed  to  hostilities,  than  that  such 
enemies  should  break  liis  quiet;  and  if  we  can  suppose 
him  vexed,  it  would,  be  hard  to  deny  him  sfedse'  enough  ta 
conceal  fass  uneasiness* 

The  City  Mouse  and  Country  Mouse  procured  its  au- 
thors more  solid  advantages  -than  the  pleasure  of  fretting 
Dryden ;  for  they  were  both  speedily  preferred.  Mon- 
tague, indeed,  obtained  the  first  notice,  with  some  degree 
of  discontent,  as  it  seems,  in  Prior,  who,  probably,  knew 
that  his  own  part  of  the  performance  was  the  best.  He 
had  not,  however,  much  reason  to  complain ;  for  he  came 
to  London,  and  obtained  such  notice,  that,  in  1691^  he 
was  sent  to  the  congress  at  the  Hftgue  as  secretary  to  the 
embassy.   In  this  assembly  of  princes  and  nobles,  to  which 

^      *  Spence. 
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Europe  has,  perhapa,  soaroely  seen  any  thing  equal,  was 
foinied  the  g^rand  alliance  against  Lewis*  which,  at  last,  did 
not  produce  effects  proportionate  to  the  magnificence  of 
the  transaction. 

The  conduct  of  Prior,  in  this  splendid  initiation  into 
pabHck  business,  was  so  pleasing  to  king  William,  that 
he  made  him'  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  bedchamber ; 
and  he  is  snpposed  to  have  passed  some  of  the  next  years 
in  the  qniet  cultivation  of  literature  and  poetry. 

The  death  of  queen  Mary,  in  1695,  produced  a  sub^ 
ject  for  eil  the  writers ;  perhaps  no  funeral  was  ever  so 
poetically  attended.  Dryden,  indeed,  as  a  man  discount 
tenanced  and  deprived,  wito  silent ;  but  scarcely  any  other 
maker  of  verses  omitted  to  bring  his  tribute  of  tuneful 
sorrow.  An  emulation  of  elegy  was  universal.  Maria** 
praise  was  not  confined  to  the  English  language,  but  fills 
a  great  part  of  the  Musss  Anglicans. 

Prior,  who  was  both  a  poet  and  a  courtier,  was  too  di- 
ligent to  miss  this  opportunity  of  respect.  He  wrote  a 
long  ode,  which  was  presented  to  the  king,  by  whom  it 
,  was  not  likely  to  be  ever  read. 
'  In  two  years  he  was  secretary  to  another  embassy  at 
the  treaty  of  Ryswick,  in  1697';  and  next  year  had  the 
same  office  at  the  court  of  France,  where  he  is  said  to 
have  been  considered  with  great  distinction. 

As  he  was  one  day  surveying  the  apartments  at  Ver- 
sailles, being  shown  the  victories  of  Lewis,  painted  by 
Le  Brun,  and  asked  whether  the  king  of  England's  palace 
had  any  such  decorations :  ''  The  monuments  of  my  mas- 
ter's actions,"  said  he,  **  are  to  be  seen  every  where  but 
in  his  own  house."  The  pictures  of  Le  Brun  are  not  only 
in  themselves  sufficiently  ostentatious,  but  were  explained 
by  inscriptions  s^  arrpgant,  that  Boileau  and  Racine 
thougrbt  it  necessary  to  make  them  more  simple. 

He  was,  in  the  following  year,  at  Loo  with  the  king; 


«  He  received,  in  September,  1 6^7,  a  present  of  two  humlred  gidnetit  (hmi 
^e  lor(b  JQttloeB,  for  lus  tnmble  i^  btanging  over  ti^  treaty  of  peace.    N. 

b2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4  PBIOE* 

from  whom,  after  a  long  audience,  he  carried  orders  to 
England,  and  upon  his  arrival  became  under-gecretary  of 
State  in  the  earl  of  Jersey's  office ;  a  post  which  he  did  not 
retain  long,  because  Jersey  was  removed;  but  he  was 
soon  made  commissioner  of  trade» 

This  year,  1700,  produced  on6  of  his  longest  and  most 
splendid  compositions,  the  Carmen  Seculare,  in  which  he 
exhausts  all  his  powers  of  celebration.  I  mean  not  to  accuse 
him  of  flattery ;  he  probably  thought  all  that  he  writ,  and 
retained  as  much  veracity  as  can  be  properly  exacted  from 
a  poet  professedly  encomiastick.  King  William  supplied 
copious  materials  for  either  verse  or  prose.  His  whole 
life  had  been  action,  and  none  ever  denied  him  the  re- 
splendent qualities  of  steady  resolution  and  personal  cou- 
rage. He  was  really,  in  Prior's  mind,  what  he  represents 
him  in  his  verses ;  he  considered  him  as  a  hero,  and  was 
accustomed  to  say,  that  he  praised  others  in  compliance 
with  the  fashion,  but  that  in  celebrating  Ling  William  he 
followed  his  inclination.  To  Prior  gratitude  would  dictate 
praise,  which  reason  would  not  refuse. 

Among  the  advantages  to  arise  from  the  future  years  of 
William's  reign,  he  mentions  a  society  for  useful  arts,  and, 
among  them, 

Some  that  with  care  true  eloquence  shall  teach. 
And  to  just  idioms  fix  our  doubtful  speech ; 
That  from  our  writers  distant  realms  may  know 

The  thanks  we  to  our  monarch  owe. 
And  schools  profess  our  tongue  through  ev*ry  land. 
That  has  invok'd  his  aid,  or  bless'd  his  hand. 

Tickell,  in  his  Prospect  of  Peace,  has  the  same  hope  of 
a  new  academy : 

In  happy  chains  our  daring  language  bound, 
Shall  sport  no  more  in  arbitrary  sound. 

Whether  the  similitude  of  those  passages  which  exhibit 
the  same  thought,  on  the  same  occasion,  proceeded  from 
accident  or, imitation,  is  not  easy  to  determine.    Tickell 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PRIOR.  5 

might  have  been  impressed  with  his  expectation  by  Swift's 
Proposal  for  ascertaining  the  English  Language,  then 
lately  published. 

In  the  parUament  that  met  in  1701,  he  was  chosen  re- 
presentative of  East  Orinstead.  Perhaps  it  was  aboot  this 
time  that  he  changed  his  party ;  for  he  voted  for  the  im- 
peachment of  those  lords  who  had  persuaded  the  king  to 
the  partition-treaty,  a  treaty  in  which  he  had  himself  been 
ministerially  employed. 

A  gpreat  part  of  queen  Anne's  reign  was  a  time  of  war, 
in  which  there  was  little  employment  for  negotiators,  and 
Prior  had,  therefore,  leisure  to  make  or  to  polish  verses. 
When  the  battle  of  Blenheim  called  forth  all  the  versemen. 
Prior,  among  the  rest,  took  care  to  show  his  delight  in  the 
increasing  honour  of  his  country,  by  an  epistle  to  Boileau« 

He  published,  soon  afterwards,  a  volume  of  poems,  with 
the  encomiastick  character  of  his  deceased  patron,  the  duke 
of  Dorset^:  it  began  with  the  College  Exercise,  and  ended 
with  the  Nut-brown  Maid. 

The  battle  of  RamiUes  soon  afterwards,  in  1706,  ex- 
cited him  to  another  effort  of  poetry.  On  this  occasion  he 
bad  fewer  or  le^s  formidable  rivals ;  and  it  would  be  not 
easy  to  name  any  other  composition  produced  by  that 
event  which  b  now  remembered. 

Ev^ry  thbg  has  its  day.  Through  the  reigns  of  William 
and  Anne  no  prosperous  event  passed  undignified  by  poetry. 
In  the  last  war,  when  France  was  disgraced  and  over- 
powered in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  when  Spain,  coming 
to  her  assistance,  only  shared  her  calamities,  and  the  name 
of  an  Englishman  was  reverenced  through  Europe,  no  poet 
was  beard  amidst  the  general  acclamation ;  the  fame  of  our 
counsellors  and  heroes  was  entrusted  to  the  Grazetteer. 

The  nation,  in  time,  grew  weary  of  the  war,  and  the 
queen  grew  weary  of  her  ministers.  The  war  was  burden- 
some, and  the  ministers  were  insolent.  Harley  and  his 
friends  began  to  hope  that  they  might,  by  driving  the 
whigs  from  court  and  from  power,  gratify,  at  once,  the 

^  It  should  be  the  earl  of  Donet. 
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queen  and  the  people*  There  was  now  a  call  for  writers, 
who  might  convey  intelligence  of  past  abuses,  and  show 
the  waste  of  publick  money,  the  unreasonable  conduct  of 
the  allies,  the  avairice  of  generals,  the  tyranny  of  minions, 
and  the  general  danger  of  approaching  ruin. 

For  thi&  purpose  a  paper,  called  the  Examiner,  was  peri- 
odically published,  written,  as  it  happened,  by  any  wit  of 
the  party,  and  sometimes,  as  is  said,  by  Mrs.  Manley. 
Some  are  owned  by  Swift ;  and  one,  in  ridicule  of  Garth'd 
verses  to  Godolphin  upon  the  loss  of  his  place,  was  written 
by  Prior,  and  answered  by  Addison,  who  appears  to  have 
known  the  author  either  by  conjecture  or  intelligence. 
,  The  tories,  who  were  now  in  power,  were  in  haste  to 
end  the  war ;  and  Prior,  being  recalled,  1710,  to  his  former 
employment  of  making  treaties,  was  sent,  July,  1711,  pri- 
vately to  Paris  with  propositions  of  peace.  He  was  re- 
membered at  the  French  court ;  and,  returning  in  about 
a  month,  brought  with  him  the  abb6  Ganltier,  land  M.  Mes- 
nager,  a  minister  from  France,  invested  with  full  powers. 

This  transaction  not  being  avowed,  Mackay,  the  master 
of  the  Dover  packet-boat,  either  zealously  or  oflBciously, 
seized  Prior  and  his  associates  at  Canterbury.  It  is  easily 
supposed  that  they  were  soon  released. 

The  negotiation  was  begun  at  Prior's  house,  where  the 
queen's  ministers  met  Mesnager,  September  20, 1711,  and 
entered  privately  upon  the  g^eat  business.  The  importance 
of  Prior  appears  from  the  mention  made  of  him  by  St.  John 
in  his  letter  to  the  queen. 

'  **  My  lord  treasurer  moved,  and  all  my  lords  were  of  the 
same  opinion,  that  Mr.  Prior  should  be  added  to  those  who 
aire  empowered  to  sign ;  the  reason  for  which  is,  because 
he,  having  personally  treated  with  monsieur  de  Torcy,  is 
the  best  witness  we  can  produce  of  the  sense  in  which  the 
general  preliminary  engagements  are  entered  into:  be* 
sides  which,  as  he  is  the  best  versed  in  matters  of  trade  of 
all  your  majesty's  servants  who  have  been  trusted  in  this 
secret,  if  you  shall  think  fit  to  employ  him  in  the  future 
treaty  of  commerce,  it  will  be  of  consequence  that  he  has 
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been  a  pdrty  concerned  in  concladinf  that  conveotioQ, 
whi6h  must  be  the  rule  of  thi»  treaty •" 

The  assembly  of  this  impotrtant  night  was,  in  some  de- 
gree, clandestine,  Ihe  design  of  treating  not  being  yet  openly 
declared,  and,  when  the  whigs  returned  to  power,  was 
aggravated  to  a  charge  of  high  treason ;  though,  as  Prior 
lemiarks  in  his  imperfect  answer  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  secrecy,  no  treaty  ever  was  made  without  pri- 
Tate  interviews  and  preliminary  discussions. 

My  business  is  not  the  history  of  the  peace,  but  the  life 
of  Prior«  The  conferences  began  at  Utrecht  on  the  Isl 
of  January,  1711-12,  and  the  English  plenipotentiaries, 
arrived  on  the  15th.  The  ministers  of  the  different  poten* 
tates  conferred  and  conferred ;  but  the  peace  advanced  so 
slowly  that  speedier  methods  were  found  necessary ;  and 
Bolingbroke  was  sent  to  Paris  to  adjust  differences  with 
less  formality ;  Prior  either  accompanied  him  or  followed 
him,  and,  after  his  departure,  had  the  appointments  and 
authority  of  an  ambassador,  though  no  publick  character. 

By  some  mistake  of  the  queen's  orders,  the  court  of 
France  had  been  disgusted ;  and  Bolingbroke  says  in  his 
letter,  "  Dear  Mat,  hide  the  nakedness  of  thy  country, 
and  give  the  best  turn  thy  fsrtile  brain  will  furnish  thee 
with  to  the  blunders  of  thy  countrymen,  who  are  not  much 
better  politicians  than  the  French  are  poets." 

Soon  after,  the  duke  of  -Shrewsbury  went  on  a  formal 
embassy  to  Paris.  It  is  related  by  Boyer,  that  the  inten- 
tion was  to  have  joined  Prior  in  the  same  commission,  but 
that  Shrewsbury  refused  to  be  associated  with  a  man  so 
meanly  bom.  Prior,  therefore,  continued  to  act  without 
a  title,  till  the  doke  returned,  next  year,  to  England,  and 
then  he  assumed  the  style  and  dignity  of  ambassador. 

But,  while  he  continued  in  appearance  a  private  man, 
he  was  treated  with  confidence  by  Lewis,  who  sent  him 
with  a  letter  to  the  queen,  written  in  favour  of  the  elector 
of  Bavaria.  **  I  shall  expect,''  says  he,  "  with  impatience, 
the  return  of  Mr.  Prior,  whose  conduct  is  very  agreeable 
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to  me.**  And  wbile  the  dake  of  Shrewsbury  was  still  at 
Paris,  Bolingbroke  wrote  to  Prior  thus :  "  Monsieur  de 
Torcy  has  a  confidence  in  you ;  make  use  of  it,  once  for 
all,  upon  this  occasion,  and  convince  him  thoroughly,  that 
we  must  give  a  different  turn  to  our  parliament  and  our 
people,  according  to  their  resolution  at  this  crisis.** 

Prior's  publick  dignity  and  splendour  commenced  in 
August,  1713,  and  continued  till  the  Aug^t  following; 
but  I  am  afraid  that,  according  to  the  usual  fate  of  great- 
ness, it  was  attended  with  some  perplexities  and  mortifica- 
tions. He  had  not  all  that  is  customarily  given  to  ambas- 
sadors ;  he  hints  to  the  queen,  in  an  imperfect  poem„  that 
he  had  no  service  of  plate ;  and  it  appeared,  by  the  debts 
which  he  contracted,  that  his  remittances  were  not  punctu- 
ally made. 

On  the  1st  of  Aug^t,  1714,  ensued  the  downfal  of 
the  tories,  and  the  degradation  of  Prior.  He  was  re- 
called ;  but  was  not  able  to  return,  being  detmned  by  the 
debts  which  He  had  found  it  necessary  to  contract,  and 
which  were  not  discharged  before  March,  though  his  old 
friend  Montague  was  now  at  the  head  of  the  treasury. 

He  returned  then  as  soon  as  he  could,  and  was  welcomed, 
on  the  25th  of  March,  1715,  by  a  warrant,  but  was,  how- 
ever, suffered  to  live  in  his  own  house,  under  the  custody  of 
the  messenger,  till  he  was  examined  before  a  committee  of 
the  privy  council,  of  which  Mr.  Walpole  was  chairman,  and 
lord  Coningsby,  Mr.  Stanhope,  and  Mr.  Lechmere,  were 
the  principal  interrogators;  who,  in  this  examination,  of 
which  there  is  printed  an  account  not  unentertaining,  be^ 
haved  with  the  boisterousness  of  men  elated  by  recent 
authority.  They  are  represented  as  asking  questions  some* 
times  vague,  sometimes  insidious,  and  writing  answers 
different  from  those  which  they  received.  Prior,  however, 
seems  to  have  been  overpowered  by  their  turbulence ;  for 
he  confesses  that  he  signed  what,  if  he  had  ever  come 
before  a  legal  judicature,  he  should  have  contradicted  or 
explained  away.  The  oath  was  administered  by  Boscawen, 
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a  Middlesex  justice,  who,  at  last,  was  going  to  write  his 
attestation  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  paper. 

They  were  very  indnstriens  to  find  some  charge  against 
Oxford ;  and  asked  Prior,  with  great  earnestness,  who  was 
present  when  the  preliminary  articles  were  talked  of  or 
signed  at  his  house?  He  told  them,  that  either  the  earl 
of  Oxford  or  the  duke  of  Shrewsbory  was  absent,  but  be 
could  not  remember  which;  an  answer  which  perplexed 
them,  because  it  supplied  no  accusation  against  either. 
**  Could  any  thing  be  more  absurd,**  says  he,  "  or  more 
inhuman,  than  to  propose  to  me  a  question,  by  the  answer* 
ing  of  which  I  might,  according  to  them,  prove  myself  a 
traitor?  And  notwithstanding  their  solemn  promise,  that 
nothing  wUch  I  coidd  say  should  hurt  myself,  I  had  no 
reason  to  trust  them  ;  for  they  violated  that  promise  about 
five  hours  after.  However,  I  owned  I  was  there  present. 
Whether  this  was  wisely  done  or  no,  I  leave  to  my  firiends 
to  determine.** 

When  he  had  signed  the  piq>er,  he  was  told  by  Walpole, 
that  the  committee  were  not  satisfied  with  his  behaviour, 
nor  could  give  such  an  account  of  it  to  the  commons  as 
nnght  merit  favour;  and  that  they  now  thought  a  stricter 
confinement  necessary  than  to  his  own  house.  ''  Here,** 
says  he,  *'  Boscawen  played  the  moralist,  and  Coningsby 
the  christian,  but  both  very  awkwardly.**  The  messenger, 
in  whose  custody  he  was  to  be  placed,  was  then  called,  and 
very  decently  asked  by  Coningsby,  "if  his  house  was 
secured  by  bars  and  bolts  T  The  messenger  answered* 
''  No,**  with  astonishment  At  which  Coningsby  very  angrily 
said,  **  Sir,  you  must  secure  this  prisoner ;  it  is  for  the 
safety  of  the  nation :  if  he  escape,  you  shall  answer  for  it.** 

They  had  already  printed  their  report ;  and  in  this  exa- 
mination were  endeavouring  to  find  proofs. 

He  continued  thus  confibied  for  some  time;  and  Mr. 
Walpole,  June  10,  1715,   moved  for  an  impeachment 
against  him.     What  made  him  so  acrimonious  does  not' 
appear:  he  was  by  nature  no  thirster  for  blood.     Prior 
was,  a  week  after,  committed  to  close  custody,  with  orders 
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that  '^  no  penon  sboiild  be  admitted  to  see  Iniii  wit&out 
leave  from  the  speaker." 

When,  two  yeours  after,  an  act  of  grace  was  passed,  he 
was  excepted,  and  contmned  still  in  custody,  which  he  had 
made  less  tedious  by  writing  bis  Alma.  He  was,  howeTer, 
soon  after  discharged. 

He  had  now  his  liberty,  bat  he  had  nothing  else.  What- 
erer  the  profit  of  his  employments  might  have  been,  he  had. 
idways  spent  it ;  and,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three,  was»  with 
all  his  abilities,  in  danger  of  penury,  having  yet  no  solid 
revenue  but  from  the  fellowship  of  his  college,  which,  when 
in  his  exaltation  he  was  censured  for  retaining  it,  he  said, 
he  could  live  upon  at  last. 

Being,  however,  generally  known  and  esteemed,  be  was 
encouraged  to  add  other  poems  to  those  which  he  had 
printed,  and  to  publish  them  by  subscription.  The  ex- 
pedient succeeded  by  the  industry  of  many  friends,  who- 
circulated  the  proposals  >,  and  the  care  of  some,  who,  it  is 
^d,  withheld  the  money  from  him,  lest  he  should  squander 
it.  The  price  of  the  volume  was  two  guineas ;  the  whole 
oollection  was  four  thousand ;  to  which  lord  Harley,  the 
son  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  to  whom  he  had  invariably 
adhered,  added  an  equal  sum  for  the  purchase  of  Down- 
hall,  which  Prior  mas  to  enjoy  during  life,  and  Haarley  after 
his  decease. 

He  had  now,  what  wits  and  philosophers  have  often 
wished,  the  power  of  passing  the  day  in  contemplative 
txanqidUity. .  But  it  seems  that  busy  men  seldom  live  long 
in  a  state  of  quiet.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  his  health  de- 
clined. He  complains  of  deafness ;  *'  for,"  says  he,  *'  I  took 
little  care  of  my  ears  while  I  was  not  sure  if  my  head  was 
my  own." 

Of  any  occurrences  in  his  remaining  life  I  have  found  no 
account.  In  a  letter  to  Swift,  *\  I  have,?  says  he,  **  treated 
lady  Harriot  at  Cambridge,  (a  fellow  of  a  college  treat !) 
\md  spoke  verses  to  her  in  a  gown  and  cap !    What,  the 

f  Swift  obUioed  many  subscriptions  for  him  in  Ireland.    H. 
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plenipotentiary,  so  far  ooncerned  in  the  damned  peace  at 
Utrecht !  the  man  that  makes  up  half  the  volume  of  terse 
prose,  that  makes  up  the  report  of  the  committee,  speaking 
verses!    Sic  est,  homo  sum." 

He  died  at  Wimpole,  a  seat  of  the  earl  of  Oxford,  on 
the  18th  of  September,  1721,  and  was  buried  in  West- 
minster ;  where,  on  a  monument,  for  which,  as  the  '^  last 
piece  of  human  vanity,^  he  left  five  hundred  pounds,  is 
engraven  this  epitaph : 

Bui  temporis  historiam  meditanti, 

Paulatim  obrepens  febris 

Open  simul  et  vitie  filum  abnipit, 

Sept.  18,  An.  Dom.  1721.  ^tat.  57- 

H.  S.  E. 

Vir  eximius 

Serenissimis 

Regi  GuLiKMfO,  reginnque  Marlb, 

In  oongressione  fbederaUmim 

Hag»  anno  ld90  cdebrata ; 

Deinde  Magnn  Biritannin  legatis ; 

Tamils,' 

Qui  anno  1097  paoem  Rtswicki  confeoenmt ; 

Turn  iis. 

Qui  apud  Ghdlos  annis  proximis  legationem  obienmt ; 

Eodem  etiam  anno,  1697,  in  Hibemia 

Sbobbtariub  ; 

Nee  non  in  utroque  honorabili  ooncessu 

Borum, 

Qui  anno  1700  i^dinandis  oommerdi  negotiis, 

Quique  anno  1711  dirigendis  portorii  rebus, 

PrKsidebant, 

COMMISSIOlf ABIUS  ; 

Postremo 

Ab  Anna, 

Felicissimee  memorise  regina. 

Ad  LuDOVicuM  XIV.  GhJliee  regem 

Missus  anno  1711 

De  pace  stabilienda, 

(Pace  etiamntun  durante 

Diuque  ut  boni  jam  cmnes  sperant  duratma) 
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Cum  samina  potestate  legatus ; 

MATTHiEUS  PRIOR,  anniger: 

Qui 

Ho6  omiies,  quibus  cnmulatas  est,  titulos 

Hiunanitatis,  ingenii,  anditionis  laude 

Superayit ; 

Cui  enim  nasoenti  iaciles  arriaerant  muss. 

Hunc  puerum  schola  hie  regia  perpolivit; 

Juvenem  in  collegio  S'ti  Johannis 

Cantabrigia  optimis  scientiis  instruxit ; 

Virum  denique  auxit ;  et  perfecit. 

Multa  cum  viris  principibns  oonsuetudo  ; 

Ita  natus,  ita  institutus, 

A  vatum  choro  avelli  nunquam  potuit, 

Sed  solebat  saepe  rerum  dvilium  gravitatem 

Amoenionim  literarum  studiis  condire : 

£t  cum  omne  adeo  poetices  genus 

Hand  infelidter  tentaret. 

Turn  in  fitbellis  concinne  lepideque  texendis 

Mirusartifex 

Neminem  kibuit  parem. 

Hsec  liberalia  animi  oblectamenta, 

Quam  nullo  illi  hbore  constiterint. 

Facile  ii  perspexere,  quibus  usus  est  amici ; 

Apud  quos  urbanitatum  et  leporum  plenus 

Cum  ad  rem,  queecunque  forte  inciderat, 

Apte  vane  copioseque  alluderet, 

Interea  nihil  quaesitum,  nihil  vi  expressum 

Videbatur, 

Sed  omnia  ultro  effluere, 

£t  quasi  jugi  e  fonte  affittim  exuberare, 

Ita  suos  tandem  dubios  reliquit, 

Essetne  in  scriptis,  poeta  el^i^tior. 

An  in  convictu,  comes  jucundior* 

Of  Prior,  eminent  as  be  was,  both  by  his  abilities  and  sta- 
tion, very  few  memorials  have  been  left  by  his  contempo- 
raries ;  the  account,  therefore,  must  now  be  destitute  of  bis 
private  character  and  familiar  practices.  He  lived  at  a 
time  when  the  rage  of  party  detected  all  which  it  was  any 
man's  interest  to  hide ;  and,  as  little  ill  is  heard  of  Prior, 
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it  18  certain  that  not  much  was  Ildowd.  He  was  not  afraid 
of  proToking  censure  ;  for,  when  he  forsook  the  whigs  ^, 
nnder  whose  patronage  he  first  entered  the  world,  he  be- 
came a  tojry,  so  ardent  and  determinate,  that  he  did  not 
willingly  consort  with  men  of  different  opinions.  He  was 
one  of  the  sixteen  tories  who  met  weekly,  and  agreed  to 
address  each  other  by  the  title  of  brother ;  and  seems  to 
have  adhered,  not  only  by  concurrence  of  political  designs, 
but  by  peculiar'affection,  to  the  earl  of  Oxford  and  his  fa- 
mily. With  how  much  confidence  he  was  trusted  has  been 
already  told. 

He  was,  however,  in  Pope's'  opinion,  fit  only  to  make 
Yerses,  and  less  qualified  for  business  than  Addison  him- 
self. This  was,  surely,  said  without  consideratiod.  Ad- 
dison, exalted  to  a  high  place,  was  forced  into  degradation 
by  the  sense  of  his  own  incapacity ;  Prior,  who  was  em- 
ployed by  men  very  capable  of  estimating  his  value,  having 
been  secretary  to  one  embassy,  had,  when  great  abilities 
were  again  wanted,  the  same  office  another  time;  and 
was,  after  so  much  experience  of  his  knowledge  and  dex- 
terity, at  last  sent  to  transact  a  negotiation  in  the  highest 
degree  arduous  and  important ;  for  which  he  was  qualified, 
among  other  requisites,  in  the  opinion  of  Bolingbroke,  by 
his  influence  upon  the  French  minister,  and  by  skill  in 
questions  of  commerce  above  other  men. 

Of  his  behaviour  in  the  lighter  parts  of  life,  it  is  too 
late  to  get  much  intelligence.  One  of  his  answers  to  a 
boastful  Frenchman  has  been  related ;  and  to  an  imperti- 
nent he  made  another  equally  proper.  During  his  em- 
bassy, he  sat  at  the  opera  by  a  man,  who,  in  his  rapture, 
accompanied  with  his  own  voice  the  principal  singer. 
Prior  fell  to  railing  at  the  performer  with  all  the  terms  of 
reproach  that  he  could  collect,  till  the  Frenchman,  ceasing 
from  his  song,  began  to  expostulate  with  him  for  his  harsh 
censure  of  a  man  who  was  confessedly  the  ornament  of  the 
stage.  *'  I  know  all  that,'*  says  the  ambassador,  **  mais  il 
chante  si  haut,  que  je  ne  saurais  voos  entendre." 

*>  Spenc^.  *  Spencc. 
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In  a  gay  French  company,  where  eyery  one  sang  a 
little  song  or  itama,  of  wUch  the  burden  wa8» ''  Bannuaons 
la  m^lancolie ;"  when  it  came  to  his  tarn  to  sing»  after 
the  performanoe  of  a  young  lady  that  sat  next  him,  ke 
produced  these  extemporary  lines : 

Mais  cette  voix^  et  ces  beaux  yeux. 
Font  Cupidon  trop  dangereux ; 
Et  je  suis  triste  quand  je  crie, 
Bannissons  la  m^Iancolie. 

Tradition  represents  him  as  willing  to  descend  from  the 
dignity  of  the  poet  and  the  statesman  to  the  low  delights 
of  mean  company.  His  Chloe,  probably,  was  sometimes 
ideal;,  bat  the  woman  with  whom  he  cohabited  was  a 
despicable  drab  ^  of  the  lowest  species.  One  of  his 
woadies,  perhaps  Cbloe,  while  ke  was  absent  from  Ui 
bonse,  stolb  his  plate,  and  ran  away ;  as  was  related  by  a 
woman  who  had  been  his  serraiit.  Of  this  propensity  to 
sordid  converse  I  hare  seen  an  aocount  so  seriously  ri>- 
dicolons^  that  it  seems  to  deserve  insertion  ^ 

"  I  have  been  assured  that  Prior,  after  having  spent  the 
evening  with  Oxford,  Boltngbroke,  Pope,  and  Swift^  wouM 
go  and  smoke  a  pipe,  and  drink  a  bottle  of  ate,  with  a 
common  soldier  and  his  wife,  in  Iiong-aore,  before  he 
went  to  bed  ;  not.  from  any  remains  of  the  loWness  of  his 
original,  as  one  said,  but,  I  suppose,  that  his  faiciUties, 

''  Strain'd  to  the  height. 
In  that  celestial  colloquy  sublime. 
Dazzled  and  spent,  sunk  down,  and  sought  repair.** 

Poor  Prior !  why  was  he  so  strained,  and  in  such  watU 
of  repair^  after  a  conversation  with  men,  not,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  world,  much  wiser  than  himself?  But  such 
are  the  conceits  of  specnlatists,  who  strain  their  faculties 
io  find'  in  a  mine  what  lies  upon  the  surface. 


^  Spence ;  tind  see  Genu  Mtg.  vol.  lyii.  p.  1039. 
I  Richtrdsoniana.  . 
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HU  opiniaiifl,  so  far  as  the  memag  of  jtdging  ure  left  us, 
seem  to  have  been  right ;  but  hitf  life  was,  it  seems,  krega- 
faur,  negligent,  and  .sensnal. 

Prior  has  written  with  great  variety,  and  his  variety 
has  made  Urn  popular.  He  has  tried  all  styles,  from  the 
grotesque  to  the  solemn,  and  has  not  so  failed  in  any  as  to 
incur  derision  or  disgrace. 

His  works  may  be  distinctly  considered,  as  comprising 
Ti^s,  Love-vemes,  Occasional  Poems,  Alma,  and  Solo- 
mon. 

His  Tales  have  obtained  general  approbation,  being 
written  with  great  familiarity  and  great  q>rightliness ;  the 
language  is  easy,  but  seldom  gross,  and  the  numbers  smooth 
without  appearance  of  care.  Of  these  tales  there  are  only 
four.  The  Ladle ;  which  n  introduced  by  a  preface,  neither 
necessary  nor  pleasing,  neither  gmfe  nor  merry.  Pauld 
Purganti;  which  has  likewise  a  preface,  but  of  mofe  value 
than  the  tale.  Hans  Carvel,  not  over*dec^»t;  and  Prologe* 
nes  and  Apelles,  an  old  story,  mingled,  by  an  afleetationnot 
disagreeidble,  with  modem  images.  The  Young  Gentle* 
man  in  Love  has  hardly  a  just  claim  to  the  title  of  a  tale. 
I  know  not  whether  he  be  the  original  author  of  any  tale 
which  he  has  given  us.  The  adventure  of  Hans  Carvel 
has  passed  through  many  successions  of  merry  wita ;  for 
it  is  to  be  found  in  Ariosto's  satires,  and  is,  perhaps,  yel 
older"".  But  the  merit  of  such  stories  is  the  art  of  teUing! 
them. 

In  his  amorous  effusions  he  is  less  happy ;  for  they  are 
not  dictated  by  nature  or  by  passion,  and  have  neither 
gallantry  nor  tenderness.  They  have  the  coldness  of  Cow- 
ley, without  his  wit,  the  dull  exercises  of  a  skilful  v€irsifler» 
resolved,  at  all  adventures,  to  write  something  about  Chloe, 
and  trying  to  be  amorous  by  dint  of  study.  His  fictions, 
therefnre,  are  mythological.  Venus,  after  the  example  of 
the  Ghreek  epigram,  asks  when  she  was  seen  naked  and 

«  It  is  to  b«  fcroriS  in  Pog^i  Facetts.    J.  B. 
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hathing.  Tben  Cupid  is  miniaheti;  then  Cupid  i%  dis- 
armed; then  he  loses  his  darts  to  Gauymede;  theu  Jupi- 
ter sends  liim  a  summons  by  Mercury.  Then  Chloe  goes 
a-hunting,  with  an  ivory  quiver  graceful  at  her  side ;  Diana 
mistakes  her  for  one  of  her  nymphs,  and  Cupid  laughs  at 
the  blunder.  All  this  is,  surely,  despicable;  and  even  when 
he  tries  to  act  the  lover/  without  the  help  of  gods  or  god- 
dessesy  his  thoughts  are  unaffecting  or  remote.  He  talks, 
not  **  like  a  man  of  this  world." 

Hie  greatest  of  all  his  amorous  essays  is  Henry  and 
Emma;  a  dull  and  tedious  dialogue,  which  excites  neither 
esteem  for  the  man,  nor  tenderness  for  the  woman.  The 
example  of  Emma,  who  resolves  to  follow  an  outlawed 
murderer  wherever  fear  and  guilt  shall  drive  him,  deserves 
no  imitation ;  and  the  experiment  by  which  Henry  tries 
the  lady*s  constancy,  is  such  as  must  end  either  in  infamy 
to  her,  or  in  disappointment  to  himself. 

His  occasional  poems  necessarily  lost  part  of  their  value, 
as  their  occasions,  being  less  remembered,  raised  less  emo- 
tion. Some  of  them,  however,  are  preserved  by  their  in- 
herent excellence.  The  burlesque  of  Boileau's  Ode  on 
Namur  has,  in  some  parts,  such  airiness  and  levity  as  will 
always  procure  it  readers,  even  among  those  who  cannot 
compare  it  with  the  original.  The  epistle  to  Boileau  is 
not  so  happy.  The  poems  to  the  king  are  now  perused 
only  by  young  students,  who  read  merely  that  they  may 
learn  to  write ;  and  of  the  Carmen  Seculare,  I  cannot  but 
suspect  that  I  might  praise  or  censure  it  by  caprice,  with- 
out danger  of  detection;  for  who  .can  be  supposed  to  have 
laboured  through  it  ?  Yet  the  time  has  been  when  this 
neglected  work  was  so  popular,  that  it  was  translated  into 
JjBiAn  by  no  common  master. 

His  poem  on  the  battle  of  Ramilles  is  necessarily  tedi- 
ous by  the  form  of  the  stanza:  an  uniform  mass  of  ten  lines, 
thirty-five  times  repeated,  inconsequential  and  slightly 
connected,  must  weary  both  the  ear  and  the  understand- 
ing. His  imitation  of  Spenser,  which  ponsists  principally 
in  J  ween  and  /  west,  without  exclusion  of  later  modes  of 
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speech^  makes  kis  poem  neither  ancient  nor  modem.  His 
mention  of  Mars  and  Bellona,  and  iiis  comparison  of  Marl- 
borough  to  the  eagle  that  bears  the  thunder  of  Jnpiter, 
are  all  puerSe  and  onaffecting ;  and  yet  more  despicable 
is  the  long  tale  told  by  Lewis  in  his  despair,  of  Bmte  and 
TreynoTaate,  and  the  teeth  of  Cadmus,  with  his  similes  of 
the  raven  and  eagle,  and  wolf  and  lion.  By  the  help  of 
such  easy  fictions,  and  vulgar  tc^icks,  without  acquaint- 
ance with  life,  and  without  knowledge  of  art  or  nature,  a 
poem  of  any  length,  cold  and  lifeless  like  this,  may  be 
easily  written  on  any  subject 

In  his  epilogues  to  Phcedra  and  to  Lucius  he  is  very 
happily  facetious ;  but  in  the  prologue  before  the  queen, 
the  pedant  has  found  his  way,  with  Minerva,  Perseus,  and 
Andromeda. 

His  epigrams  and  lighter  pieces  are,  like  those  of  others, 
sometimes  elegant,  sometimes  trifling,  and  sometimes  dull; 
amongst  the  best  are  the  Ghamelion,  and  the  epitaph  on 
John  and  Joan. 

Scarcely  any  one  of  our  poets  has  written  so  much,  and 
translated  so  little :  the  version  of  Callimachus  is  suffici- 
ently licentious ;  the  paraphrase  on  St.  Paul's  Exhortation 
to  Charity  is  eminently  beautiful. 

Alma  is  written  in  professed  imitation  of  Hudibras,  and 
has,  at  least,  one  accidental  resemblance :  Hudibras  wants 
a. plan,  because  it  is  left  imperfect;  Alma  is  imperfect, 
because  it  seems  never  to  have  had  a  plan.  Prior  appears 
not  to  have  proposed  to  himself  any  drift  or  design,  but  to 
have  written  the  casual  dictates  of  the  present  moment. 
.  What  Horace  said  when  he  imitated  Lucilius,  might  be 
said  of  Butler  by  Prior ;  ^s  numbers  were  not  smooth  or 
neat.  Prior  excelled  him  in  versification;  but  he  was, 
like  Horace,  "  inventore  minor  y  he  had  not  Butler's 
exuberance  of  matter  and  variety  of  illustration.  The 
spangles  of  wit  which  he  could  afford,  he  knew  how  to 
polish ;  but  be  wanted  the  bullion  of  his  master.  Butler 
pours  out  a  negligent  profusion,  certain  of  the  weight,  but 
careless  of  the  stamp.    Prior  has  comparatively  little,  but 
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with  thut  Ktde  be  makes  a  floe  show.  Alma  has  Mattj  mir- 
mtrers,  and  Was  the  only  pieee  amoag  Prioi^s  worfca  of 
which  Pbpe  said  that  he  should  wish  to  be  the  author^ 

Solomon  is  the  work  to  which  he  entrusted  tlie  protec- 
tion of  his  name,  and  which  be  expected  Suoededfaig  ages 
to  regard  with  veneration.  His  i^eetion  was  aatimi;  it 
had  nndoubtedly  been  written  with  great  laboar ;  aad  who 
is  willing  to  think  that  he  has  been  labouring  in  vain  ?  He 
had  infiised  into  it  much  knowledge  and  mneb^  thought ;: 
had  often  polished  it  to  elegance,  often  dignified  it  with 
splendour,  and  sometimes  heightened  H  to  sublimity:  he 
perceived  in  it  many  excellencies^  and  did  not  discover  that 
it  wanted  that  without  which  all  others  are  of  small  avail, 
the  power  of  engaging  attention  and  alluring  curiosity^ 

Tediousness  is  the  most  fatal  of  all  faults ;  negligences 
or  errours  are  single  and  local,  but  tediousness  pervades  the 
whole;  other  ftiults  are  censured  and  forgotten,  but  the 
power  of  tediousness  propagates  itself%  He  that  is  weary 
the  first  hour,  is  more  weary  the  second ;  as  bodies  forced 
into  motion  contrary  to  their  tendency,  pass  more  and 
more  slowly  through  every  successive  interval  of  space* 

Unhappily  this  pernicious  failure  is  that  which  an  author 
is  least  able  to  discover.  We  are  seldom  tiresome  te  o\a* 
selves ;  and  the  act  of  composition  fills  and  delights  the 
mind  with  change  of  language  and  succession  of  images ; 
every  couplet,  when  produced,  is  new,  and  novelty  is  the 
great  source  of  pleasure.  Perhaps  no  man  ever  thought 
a  line  superfluous  when  he  first  wrote  it,  or  contracted  his 
work  till  his  ehnllitions  of  invention  had  subsided.  And 
even  if  he  sho\ild  control  his  desire  of  immediate  renown, 
and  keep  his  work  nine  years  unpublished,  he  will  be  stiU 
the  author,  and  still  in  danger  of  deceiving  himself:  and  if 
he  consults  his  friends,  he  will,  probably,  find  men  who 
have  more  kindness  than  judgment,  or  more  fear  to  offend, 
than  desire  to  instruct. 

The  tediousness  of  this  poem  proceeds  not  from  the  uni- 
formity of  the  subject,  for  it  is  sufficiently  diversified,  but 
fVom  Uie  continued  tenour  of  the  narration  ^  in  which  So^ 
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lomoii  TwULea  the  tioeasaif  e  vicbaitades  of  Us  Own  miadi 
wklioiit  the  iaterveulMift  of  toy  oUmt  spedLsr,  or  the  men* 
tkm  of  an  J  other  agmt,  qbIma  it  bo  Abra ;  the  reader  k 
oalf  to  leam  what  ke  Ihoag^i  and  tb  be  told  that  he 
thovght  wtamg.  The  eteni  of  OTery  experiment  ii  fore* 
seen,  and,  therefore,  the  (nrooees  is  not  nraoh  regarded^ 

Yet  the  Work  it  far  from  deserring  to  be  negleoted. 
He  that  shall  pemae  it  will  be  able  to  mark  many  passages^ 
to  whiofa  he  ma^  redw  for  instraction  or  delight;  many 
from  wUrii  the  poet  Miy  leara  to  wrUe,  and  the  philo- 
sopher to  reason. 

If  Prior's  poetry  be  generally  coilsUered,  his  praise  wiU 
be  that  of  eorreetness  and.  industry,  nther  than  of  compass 
of  comprehension^  or  aotivity  of  fancy.  He  nerer  aaade 
any  effort  of  inyention :  Us  greater  pieces  are  only  tissues 
of  conmion  thoughts;  and  his  smaUer*  which  consbt  of 
li|^t  images,  or  single  conceits,  are  not  always  his  own. 
I  hare  traced  Um  among  the  French  eidgrammitbts,  and 
hare  been  informed  that  he  poaobed  for  prey  among  o^ 
sonre  authors.  The  Thief  tad  the  Cordelier  in,  I  suppose, 
generally  considered  as  an  original  production ;  with  bow 
much  jutf  oe  tlus  epigram  may  tell,  Which  was  written  by 
Georgius  Salmius,  a  poet  now  Httle  known  or  read,  though 
once  the  friend  of  Lathtf  and  Melanethon. 

De  Sacerdote  Furem  consolante* 

« 

Qnidsm  saerificos  foren  comitatus  euntem 

Hoc  ubi  dat  sontes  camificina  ned^ 
Ne  818  moestos,  ait;  sunmii  oonviva  Tonaatis 

Jam  com  coelitibus  (si  modo  credis)  eris. 
nie  gemeii8,  si  vera  mibi  8olatia  prsbes, 

Hospes  apud  superos  sis  mens  oro^  refert. 
Sacrificus  contra ;  mHii  non  conviria  fas  est 

Dncere^  jejuAans  bac  edo  luce  nihiL 

What  he  has  valuable  he  owes  to  his  diligence  and  his 
judgment  His  diligence  has  justly  placed  him  amongst 
the  most  correct  of  the  English  poets ;  and  he  was  one  of 
the  first  that  resolutely  endeavoured  at  correctness.     He 
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never  sacrifices  accuracy  to  haste,  nor  indulges  himself  in 
contemptnoos  negligence,  or  impatient  idleness;  he  has 
no  careless  lines,  or  entangled  sentiments ;  his  words  are 
nicely  selected,  and  bis  thoag^ts  fuUj  expanded.  If  this 
part  of  his  character  snfiers  any  abatement,  it  must  be  firom 
the  £sproporti6n  of  his  rhymes,  which  have  not  always  suf- 
ficient consonance,  and  from  the  admission  of  broken  lines 
into  his  Solomon ;  but,  perhaps,  he  thonght,  like  Cowley, 
that  hembtichs  ought  to  be  admitted  into  heroick  poetry  \ 

He  had,  apparently,  such  rectitude  of  judgment  as  se- 
cured him  from  every  thing  that  approached  to  the  ridicu- 
lous or  absurd ;  but  as  laws  operate  in  civil  agency  not  to 
the  excitement  of  virtue,  but  the  repression  of  wickedness, 
so  judgment  in  the  operations  of  intellect  can  hinder  faults, 
but  not  produce  excellence.  Prior  is  never  low,  nor  very 
often  sublime.  It  is  said  by  Longinus  of  Euripides,  that 
he  forces  himself  sometimes  into  g^ndeur  by  violence  of 
effort,  as  the  lion  kindles  his  fury  by  the  kuihes  of  his  own 
tail.  Whatever  Prioir  obtains  above  mediocrity  seems  the 
efibrt  of  struggle  and  of  toil.  He  has  many  vigorous  but 
few  happy  lines ;  he  has  every  thing  by  purchase,  and  no- 
thing by  gift ;  he  had  no  **  nightly  visitations'*  of  the  muse, 
no  infusions  of  sentiment  or  felicities  of  fancy. 

His  diction,  however,  is  more  his  own  than  that  of  any 
among  the  successors  of  Dryden ;  be  borrows  no  lucky 
turns,  or  commodious  modes  of  language,  from  his  prede- 
cessors. His  phrases  are  original,  but  they  are  sometimes 
harsh;  as  he  inherited  no  elegancies,  none  has  he  be- 
queathed. His  expression  has  every  mark  of  laborious 
study;  the  line  seldom  seems  to  have  been  formed  at 
once ;  the  words  did  not  come  till  they  were  called,  and 
were  then  put  by  constraint  into  their  places,  where  they 
do  their  duty,  but  do  it  sullenly.  In  his  greater  compo- 
sitions there  may  be  found  more  rigid  stateliness  than 
graceful  dignity. 

Of  versification  he  was  not  negligent :  what  he  received 

■>  The  same  thought  is  found  in  one  of  Owen's  epigrams,  lib.  i.  epig<  123. 
and  in  Poggii  Facetia.    J.  B. 
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from  Dryden  he  did  not  lose ;  nttther  did  he  inereaaa  the 
difficiiltj  of  writing  by  nnneoessary  seTerity».  but  otes  tript 
lets  and  alexandrines  without  scruple^  In  his  preface  te 
Solomon  he  proposes  some  improvements^  by  extending 
the  sense  from  one  couplet  to  another,  with  variety  of 
pauses.  This  he  has  attempted^  but  without  suceess ;  his 
interrupted  lines  are  unpleasing,  and  his  sense»  as  less  disir 
tinct  is  less  striking. 

He  has  altered  the  stanssa  of  Spenser,  as  a  house  is 
altered  by  building  another  in  its  place  of  a  different  form. 
With  how  little  resemblance  he  has  formed  Ins  new  stanza 
to  that  of  his  master,  these  specimens  will  show : 

SPENSER. 

She  flying  fSe^t  from  heaven's  hated  face^ 
And  from  the  world  that  her  discover'd  wide. 
Fled  to  the  wastefrd  wilderness  apaoe, 
Frsm  living  eyes  her  open  shame  to  hide. 
And  lurk'd  in  rocks  and  caves  long  unespy'd. 
But  that  fiur  crew  of  knights,  and  Una  fair. 
Did  in  that  castle  afterwards  abide. 
To  rest  themselves,  and  weary  powers  repair. 
Where  store  they  found  of  all,  that  dainty  was  and  rare. 

PRIOR. 
To  the  dose  rock  the  frighted  raven  flies. 
Soon  as  the  rising  eagle  cuts  the  air : 
The  shaggy  wolf  unseen  and  trembling  lies. 
When  the  hoarse  roar  proclaims  the  lion  near. 
Ul-starr'd  did  we  our  forts  and  lines  forsake. 
To  dare  our  British  foes  to  open  fight : 
Our  conquest  we  by  stratagem  should  make ; 
Our  triumph  had  been  founded  in  our  flight. 
'Tis  ours,  by  craft  and  by  surprise  to  gain : 
'Tis  theirs,  to  meet  in  arms,  and  battle  in  the  plain  ^. 

By  this  new  structure  of  his  lines  he  has  avoided  diffi- 
culties ;  nor  am  1  sure  that  he  has  lost  any  of  the  power  of 
pleasing ;  but  he  no  longer  imitates  Spenser. 

•  Prior  was  not  the  first  ioventor  of  this  sUnxa ;  for  excepting  the  alexan- 
drine dose,  it  is  to  be  found  in  Chnrchyaid's  Worthies  of  Wales.  See  his  in- 
trodnctkm  for  Brecknockshiie.    J*  B. 
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I^MAe  of  Im  poevM  are  nviltai  iritbovt  regalarity  of 
measiire;  for,  when  he  ooflunmoed  poet,  we  had  not  re- 
eovered  from  Q«r  Pindarick  infataatioD;  bat  he  probably 
lived  to  be  <coiivliioed,  th^  the  etsenee  of  veiae  is  order 
and  conBon«M)e. 

His  namben  are  such  as  vwve  diUgeoce  may  attain ; 
Aej  seldom  offend  the  ear,  and  seldom  sooth  it;  they 
commonly  want  airiness,  lightness,  and  facility;  what  is 
smooth,  is  not  soft.  His  verses  always  roll,  bat  they  seldom 
flow. 

A  survey  of  the  life  and  writings  of  Prior  may  exemplify 
a  sentence  which  he  doubtless  understood  w^,  when  he 
read  Horace  at  his  uncle's ;  **  the  vessel  long  retains  the 
scent  which  it  first  receives.*'  In  his  private  relaxation  he 
revived  the  tavern,  and  in  his  amorous  pedantry  he  ex- 
hibited the  college.  But  on  higher  occasions  and  nobler 
subjects,  when  habit  was  ov^powered  by  the  necessity  of 
reflection,  he  waided  «ot  wisdom  as  a  statesman,  nor  ele- 
gance as  a  poet« 
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William  Congrbvb  deseeaded  f ron  a  family  ki  Staf- 
fordshire, of  so  great  aotuiaity  that  it  claiais  a  place  amoug 
the  few  that  extend  their  line  beyond  the  Nprman.  con- 
quest; and  was  the  son  of  William  Congreye,  second  son  of 
Biohard  Congreve,  of  Congreve  and  Stratton.  He  vinted, 
ooee^  at  least,  the  residence  of  his  ancestors;  and,  I  believe, 
iBtore  places  than  one  are  still  shown,  in  groves  and  gar- 
deiis»  where  he  is  related  to  have  written  his  Old  Bachelor. 

Neither  the  time  nor  place  of  his  birth  are  certainly 
known :  if  the  inscription  upon  his  monument  be  true»  he 
was  bom  in  1G72K  For  the  place ;  it  was  said  by  himself, 
that  be  owed  his  nativity  to  England,  and  by  every  body 
eke  that  he  was  bom  in  Ireland.  Southern  mentioned 
him  with  sharp  censure,  as  a  man  that  meanly  disowned  bis 
native  country.  The  biographers  assign  his  nativity  to 
iPardsa,  near  Leeds,  in  Yorkshire,  firom  the  account  given 
by  himself,  as  they  suppose,  to  Jacob. 

To  doubt  whether  a  man  of  eminence  has  told  the  truth 
about  his  own  birth,  is,  in  appearance,  to  be  very  deficient 
in  candour;  yet  nobody  can  live  long  without  knowing  that 
falsehoods  of  convenience  or  vanity,  falsehoods  from  which 
no  evil  immediately  visible  ensues,  except  the  general  de- 
gradation of  human  testimony,  are  very  lightly  uttered,  and 
once  uttered  are  sullenly  supported.  B<^au,  who  desired 
to  be  thought  a  rigorous  and  steady  moralist,  having  told  a 
petty  lie  to  Lewis  the  fourteenth,  continued  it  afterwards  by 
false  dates ;  thinking  himself  obliged,  in  honour,  says  bis  ad- 
mirer, to  maintain  what,  when  he  said  it,  was  so  well  receiy ed« 

Wherever  Congreve  was  bom»  he  was  educated  first  at 
Kilkenny,  and  afterwards  at  Dublin,  his  father  having  somo 
military  employment  that  stationed  him  in  Ireland :  but, 
after  having  passed  through  the  usual  preparatory  studies, 

•  9  Mr.BfaloMliMftMtrtaitiedbt>thUie]^aceaiidtktieofhkbirt^ 
^n9krdiey,whidiiBasieM(mt:  •«  V)ri^Um,f]|ea(mlMofM^^ 
Bardsey  Grange,  wa»  baptiwd  Febro.  lOih,  1669."  See  Malone's  Dryden,  vol. 
i.J».225.    J.B.  " 
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as  may  be  reasonably  supposed,  with  gpreat  eelerity  and 
saccess,  his  father  thought  it  proper  to  assign  him  a  pro- 
fession, by  which  something  mig^t  be  gotten ;  and,  about 
the  time  of  the  Yevolution,  sent  him,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
to  study  law  in  the  Middle  Temple^  where  he  lived  for 
several  years,  but  with  very  little  attention  to  statutes  or 
reports. 

His  disposition  to  become  an  author  appeared  very  early, 
as  he  very  early  felt  that  force  of  imagination,  and  possessed 
that  copiousness  of  sentiment,  by  which  intellectual  plea- 
sure can  be  given.  His  first  performance  was  a  novel, 
called  Incognita,  or  Love  and  Duty  reconciled :  it  is  praised 
by  the  biographers,  who  quote  some  part  of  the  preface, 
that  is  indeed,  for  such  a  time  of  life,  uncommonly  judicious. 
I  would  rather  praise  it  than  read  it. 

His  first  dramatick  labour  was  the  Old  Bachelor;  of 
which  he  says,  in  his  defence  against  Collier,  **  that  comedy 
was  written,  as  several  know,  some  years  before  it  was 
acted.  When  I  wrote  it,  I  had  little  thoughts  of  the  stage ; 
but  did  it,  to  amuse  myself  in  a  slow  recovery  from  a  fit  of 
sickness.  Afterwards,  throagh  my  indiscretion,  it  was  seen, 
and  in  some  little  time  more  it  was  acted ;  and  I,  through 
the  remainder  of  my  indiscretion,  suffered  myself  to  be 
drawn  into  the  prosecution  of  a  difficult  and  thankless  study, 
and  to  be  involved  in  a  perpetual  war  with  knaves  and  fools." 

There  seems  to  be  a  strange  affectation  in  authors  of 
appearing  to  have  done  every  thing  by  chance.  The  Old 
Bachelor  was  written  for  amusement,  in  the  languor 
of  convalescence.  Yet  it  is  apparently  composed  with 
great  elaborateness  of  dialogue,  and  incessant  ambition  of 
wit.  The  age  of  the  writer  considered,  it  is,  indeed,  a  very 
wonderful  performance;  for,  whenever  written,  it  was 
acted,  1693,  when  he  was  not  more  than  twenty-one  years 
old ;  and  was  then  recommended  by  Mr.  Dryden,  Mr. 
Southern,  and  Mr.  Maynwaring.  Dryden  said,  that  he 
never  had  seen  such  a  first  play ;  but  they  found  it  defi- 
cient in  some  things  requbite  to  the  success  of  its  exhibi- 
tion, and  by  their  greater  experience  fitted  it  for  the  stage. 
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Southern  used  to  relate  of  one  c<Mnedj,  probably  of  this, 
that,  when  Congreve  read  it  to  the  players,  he  pronounced 
it  so  wretchedly  that  they  had  almost  rejected  it ;  but  they 
were  afterwards  so  well  persuaded  of  its  excellence,  that, 
for  half  a  year  before  it  was  acted,  the  manager  allowed 
its  author  the  privilege  of  the  house. 

Few  plays  have  ever  been  so  beneficial  to  die  writer;  for 
it  procured  him  the  patronage  of  Halifax,  who  immediately 
made  him  one  of  the  commissioners  for  licensing  coaches, 
and  soon  after  gave  him  a  place  in  the  pipe-office,  and  aOi- 
other  in  the  customs,  of  six  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Con- 
greve's  conversation  must  surely  have  been,  at  least, 
equally  pleasing  with  his  writings. 

Such  a  comedy,  written  at  such  an  age,  requires  som^ 
consideration.  As  the  lighter  species  of  dramatick  poetry 
professes  the  imitation  of  common  life,  of  real  manners, 
and  daily  incidents,  it  apparently  presupposes  a  familiar 
knowledge  of  many  characters,  and  exact  observation  of 
the  passing  world ;  the  difficulty,  therefore,  is  to  conceive 
how  this  knowledge  can  be  obtained  by  a  boy. 

But  if  the  Old  Bachelor  be  more  nearly  examined,  it 
will  be  found  to  be  one  of  those  comedies  which  may 
be  made  by  a  mind  vigorous  and  acute,  and  furnished 
with  comick  characters  by  the  perusal  of  other  poets,  without 
much  actual  commerce  with  mankind.  The  dialogue  is  one 
constant  reciprocation  of  conceits,  or  clash  of  wit,  in  which 
nothing  flows  necessarily  from  the  occasion,  or  is  dictated 
by  nature.  The  characters,  both  of  men  and  women,  are 
either  fictitious  and  artificial,  as  those  of  Heartwell,  and  the 
ladies;  or  easy  and  common,  as  Wittol,  a  tame  idiot;  Bluff, 
a  swaggering  coward ;  and  Fondlewife,  a  jealous  puritan; 
and  the  catastrophe  arises  from  a  mistake  not  very  pro- 
bably produced,  by  marrying  a  woman  in  a  mask. 

Yet  this  g^y  comedy,  when  all  these  deductions  are 
made,  will  still  remain  the  work  of  very  powerful  and  fertile 
faculties;  the  dialogue  ia  quick  and  sparkling,  the  inci- 
dents such  as  seize  the  attention,  and  the  wit  so  exube- 
rant, that  it  '*  o'er-informs  its  tenament." 
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Next  year  be  gSYe  anodier  speowep  cf  Im  abUitieB  ia 
the  Double  Dealer,  wUcb  was  not  received  witb  equal 
kindnefs.  He  writes  to  bis  patron,  the  lord  Halilw,  a 
dedicatioo,  in  which  he  endeavours  to  reeooeile  the  readw 
to  that  whieh  found  few  friends  among  the  attdienee. 
These  iqpologies  are  always  useless:  **  de  gustibus  noo 
«st  disputandum ;"  men  may  be  conyinced,  but  they  can- 
not be  pleased,  against  their  will.  But,  though  taste  is 
obstinate,  it  is  very  variable ;  and  time  often  prevails  when 
arguments  have  failed. 

Queen  Mary  conferred  upon  both  those  plays  the  honour 
of  her  presence ;  and  when  she  died,  soon  after,  Congreve 
testified  his  gratitude  by  a  despicable  efiusion  ofeleg^k 
pastoral ;  a  composition  in  which  all  is  unnatural,  and  yet 
nothing  b  new. 

In  another  year,  1686,  his  prolifick  pen  prodoeed  Love 
for  Love ;  a  comedy  of  nearer  alliance  to  Itfe,  and  exhfliiit^ 
ing  more  real  manners  than  either  of  the  finrmer.  The 
character  of  Foresight  was  then  common.  Dryden  cal- 
culated nativities ;  both  Cromwell  and  Ling  Wilham  had 
their  lucky  days ;  and  Shaftesbury  himself,  though  he  had 
no  religion,  was  said  to  regard  predictions.  The  Sailor  is 
aot  accounted  very  natural,  but  he  is  very  pleasimt. 

Witt  this  play  was  opened  the  new  ttoatre,  under  the 
direction  of  Betterton  die  tragedian ;  where  he  exhibited, 
two  years  afterwards,  16D7,  the  Moumiiig  Bride,  a  tra- 
gedy, so  written  as  to  show  him  sufficiently  qualified  for 
either  kind  of  dramatiok  poetry. 

In  this  play,  of  which,  when  he  afterwards  revised  it,  he 
reduced  the  versification  to  greater  regularity,  there  is 
moare  bustle  than  sentiment;  the  plot  is  busy  and  intricate^ . 
and  the  events  take  hold  on  the  attention ;  but,  excepf  a 
very  few  passages,  we  are  rather  amused  with  noise,  and 
perplexed  with  stratagem,  than  entertained  with  any  true 
delineation  of  natural  characters.  This,  however,  was  re- 
ceived with  more  benevolence  than  any  other  of  his  works,, 
and  still  continues  to  be  acted  and  applauded. 

But  whatever  \ofa9ectiens  may  be  made,  either  to  his 
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comlck  or  ir*si<33L  exoelleneet  they  tfe  lost,  at  oAoe»  to  tbe 
Maate  of  adttfaration,  when  it  is  vemembened  that  he  had 
prpdaoed  these  foor  plays  hefiwe  he  had  passed  his  twenty- 
fifth  year;  before  othermen,  eyen  such  as  ure  soiliie  time 
to  shine  in  eminence*  have  passed  their  probation  of  litera- 
ture, or  presume  to  hope  for  any  oAer  notioe  tha^ki  s«ch  as 
h  be^owed  on  diligence  and  inqniry.  Among  aU  the  af- 
Ibrts  of  early  geotiis  which  literary  history  reeords,  I  Aoubt 
whether  amy  otte  can  be  prodnoed  that  more  snrpaases  the 
eomnon  limits  of  nature  than  the  plays  of  Congrere. 

About  this  time  began  the  long-costinQed  controversy 
tietween  Coilior  and  the  poets.  In  the  reign  of  Charles 
ihe  fimt  the  puritans  had  raised  a  violent  clamour  against 
the  drama,  which  ttiey  considered  as  an  entertainment  not 
lawful  to  christians,  an  opinioB  held  by  them  in  eommcm 
widi  (he  elmreh  of  Rome ;  and  Prynne  pabUshed  Histrio- 
mastix,  a  huge  volume,  in  which  stageplays  were  censured. 
The  outrages  and  crones  of  the  puritans  brought  after- 
wards their  whole  system  of  doctrine  into  disrepute,  and 
ftxasi  the  restoration  the  poets  and  the  plaj^rs  were  left  at 
^niet;  for  to  have  molested  them  would  have  had  the  ap> 
pemrance  of  tendency  to  puritanical  midigni^. 

This  danger,  however,  was  worn  away  by  time;  and 
CoHier,  a  fierce  and  implacable  nonjuror,  knew  that  an 
attack  upon  the  theatre  would  never  mdce  him  suspected 
for  a  puritan ;  he,  therefore,  1606,  published  a  short  View 
of  the  Immordity  and  Profoneness  of  the  English  StagCi, 
I  believe  with  no  other  motive  than  religious  aeal  and 
honest  indigna^n.  He  was  formed  for  a  coittiavertist ; 
with  sufficient  learning ;  with  diction  vehement  and  points 
ed,  ^KMigb  oflen  vulgar  and  ineorrect;  with  unconquer- 
able pertinamty ;  with  wit,  in  the  highest  degree,  keen  and 
sarcastick ;  and  with  all  those  powers  exalted  and  invigo- 
rated by  just  confidence  in  Ms  cause. 

Thus  qualified,  and  dius  incited,  be  walked  out  to  bat. 
tie,  md  assailed,  at  once,  most  of  the  living  writers,  from 
Dryden  to  d'Urfey.  H»  onset  was  violent:  those  pas- 
sages, which  while  they  stood  single  had  passed  with  little 
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notice,  when  they  were  accamnlated  and  exposed  tog^ 
tker,  excited  honrour;  the  wise  and  the  pious  caught  the 
alarm ;  and  the  nation  wondered  why  it  had  so  long  stif* 
fered  irreligion  and  licentioasness  to  be  openly  taught  at 
the  publick  charge. 

Nothing  now  remained  for  the  poets  but  to  resist  or  fly. 
Dryden^s  conscience,  or  his  prudence,  ang^y  as  he  was, 
withheld  him  from  the  conflict ;  Congreve  and  Vanbrugh 
attempted  answers.  Congreve,  a  very  young  man,  elated 
with  success,  and  impatient  of  censure,  assumed  an  air  of 
oonfidence  and  security.  His  chief  artifice  of  controversy 
is  to  retort  upon  his  adversary  his  own  words :  he  is  very 
angry,  and,  hoping  to  conquer  Collier  with  his  own  wea- 
pons, allows  himself  in  the  use  of  every  term  of  contamely 
and  contempt;  but  he  has  the  sword  without  the  arm  oif 
Scanderbeg;  he  has  his  antagonist's  coarseness,  but  not 
his  strength.  Collier  replied ;  for  contest  was  his  delight: 
he  was  not  to  be  frighted  from  his  purpose  or  his  prey. 

The  cause  of  Congreve  was  not  tenable :  whatever  glosses 
he  might  use  for  the  defence  or  palliation  of  single  pas- 
sages, the  general  tenour  and  tendency  of  his  plays  must 
always  be  condemned.  It  is  acknowledged,  with  universal 
conviction,  that  the  perusal  of  his  works  will  make  no  man 
better;  and  that  their  ultimate  effect  is  to  represent  plea- 
sure in  alliance  with  vice,  and  to  relax  those  obligations 
by  which  life  ought  to  be  regulated. 

The  stage  found  other  advocates,  and  the  dispute  was 
protracted  through  ten  years ;  but,  at  last,  comedy  grew 
more  modest,  and  Collier  lived  to  see  the  reward  of  his 
labour  in  the  reformation  of  the  theatre. 

Of  the  powers  by  which  this  important  victory  was 
achieved,  a  quotation  from  Love  for  Love,  and  the  remark 
upon  it,  may  afford  a  specimen : 

Sir  Samps,  **  Sampson's  a  very  good  name ;  for  your 
Sampsons  were  strong  dogs  from  the  beginning." 

Angel.  "  Have  a  care — If  you  remember,  the  strongest 
Sampson  of  your  name  puU'd  an  old  house  over  his  head 
at  last" 
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'*  Here  yon  kare  the  sacrad  history  bvlesqaed;  and 
Saanpton  oace  more  brought  into  the  house  of  Dagon^  to 
make  sport  for  the  Philistines  r 

Congi%Te*s  last  play  was  the  Way  of  the  World ;  which, 
though  as  he  hints  in  his  dedication  it  was  written  with 
great  labour  and  much  thought,  was  received  with  so  little 
fiiTOur,  that,  being  in  a  high  degree  offended  and  dis- 
gusted, he  resolved  to  commit  his  quiet  and  his  fame  no 
more  to  the  caprices  of  an  audience. 

From  this  time  his  life  ceased  to  be  publick ;  he  lived 
for  himself  and  for  his  friends ;  and,  among  his  friends,  was 
aUe  to  name  every  nmn  of  his  time  whom  wit  and  elegance 
bad  raised  to  reputation.  It  may  be,  therefore,  reasonably 
supposed  that  his  manners  were  polito,  and  his  conversa- 
t^n  pleasii^. 

He  seems  not  to  have  taken  much  pleasure  in  writing, 
as  he  contributed  nothing  to  the  Spectator,  and  only  one 
paper  to  the  Tatler,  though  published  by  men  with  whom 
he  might  be  supposed  willing  to  associate;  and  though  be 
Hved  many  years  after  the  publication  of  his  Miscellaneous 
Poems,  yet  be  added  nothing  to  them,  but  lived  on  in  lite- 
rary indolence;  engaged  in  no  controversy,  contending 
with  no  rival,  neither  soliciting  flattery  by  publick  com- 
mendations, nor  provoking  enmity  by  malignant  criticism, 
but  passing  his  time  among  the  great  and  splendid,  in  the 
placid  enjoyment  of  bis  fame  and  fortune. 

Having  owed  his  fortune  to  Halifax,  he  continued 
always  of  his  patron's  party,  but,  as  it  seems,  without 
violence  or  acrimony;  and  his  firmness  was  naturally 
esteemed,  as  his  abilities  were  reverenced.  His  security, 
therefore,  was  never  violated ;  and  when,  upon  the  extru- 
sion of  the  whigs,  some  intercession  was  used  lest  Conr 
greve  should  be  displaced,  the  earl  of  Oxford  made  this 
answer: 

"  Non  obtusa  adeo  gestamos  pectora  Poeni, 
Nee  tam  ayersus  equos  Tyria  sol  jungit  ab  urbe." 

He  that  was  thus  honoured  by  the  adverse  party  might 
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nattirallj  expect  to  be  advaaeed  when  kk  frisads  returned 
to  power;  and  he  waa^ acoordinglj, made  aeiseterj  for  die 
bland  of  Jamaica^,  a  place,  I  suppose,  witibont  trust  or. 
care,  but  wUfcAk,  with  bis  pest  in  die  oustoms,  it  said  to 
baye  afforded  Urn  twelve  bundred  pounds  H  jear. 

His  honours  were  yet  far  greater  tbaa  bis  profits. 
Erery  writer  mentioned  bim  witb  respect;  and,  among, 
other  testimonies  to  his  merit,  Steele  made  bim  the  patvoG 
of  bis  Miscellany,  and  Pqpe  inscribed  to  him  bis  translatioa 
of  the  Iliad. 

But  be  treated  the  muses  with  ii^fratitude ;  for,  buTing 
long  coDTersed  familiarly  witb  the  great,  he  wished  to  he. 
considered  rather  as  a  man  of  fashion  than  of  wit;  add, 
when  be  received  a  visit  from  Voltaire,  cfagusted  him  by 
tbe  despicable  foppery  of  desiring  to  be  considered  not  as 
an  author  but  a  gendeman;  to  which  the  Frenchman  re- 
plied, '*  that  if  be  had  been  only  a  gendelaaii,  he  should 
not  have  come. to  visit  bim^" 

In  bis  retirement  he  may  be  supposed  to  have  qypUed 
himself  to  books;  for  he  discovers  more  literature  than  the 
poets  have  commonly  attained.  But  bis  studies  were,  in 
his  latter  days>  obstructed  by  cataracts  in  bis  eyes,  which^ 
at  last,  terminated  in  blindness.  This  melancholy  state 
was  aggravated  by  tbe  gout,  for  which  be  sought  relief  by 
a  journey  to  Bath;  but,  being  overturned  in  his  chariot, 
complained  from  that  time  of  a  pain  in  bis  aide,  and  died^at 
bis  house  in  Surrey^^street,  in  the  Strand,  Jan*  29%  1738-9. 
Having  lain  in  state  in  tbe  Jerusalem-chamber^  be  was 
buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  where  a  monument  is 
erected  to  bis  memory  by  Henrietta^  dutebess  of  Marl* 
borough,  to  whom>  fen'  reasons  either  not  known  or  not  men* 
tioned,  be  bequeathed  a  legacy  of  about  ten  thousand 
pounds;  tbe  accumulation  of  attentive  parsimony,  wbipb> 
though  to  her  superfluous  and  useless,  might  have  givep 
great  assistance  to  the  ancient  family  from  wbicb  he  de- 

<i  Dec.  17,  1714,  and  May  3,  1718»  he  received  a  pfttent  fw  the  tama  place 
for  life, 
r  The  Historical  Register  sayt  Jan.  19.  st.  57. 
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scendedy  at  that  time,  by  the  fanpradenoe  of  his  relation, 
reduced  to  diflBbvltieB  and  diftieis. 

Congreve  has  merit  of  the  highest  kiifd ;  he  is  an  ori* 
ginal  writer,  who  borrowed  neither  the  models  of  his  plot 
nor  the  manner  of  his  dialogue.  Of  hb  plays  I  cannot 
speak  distinctly ;  for,  since  I  inspected  them  many  years 
have  passed ;  bat  what  remains  upon  my  memory  is,  that 
his  characters  are  commonly  fictitious  and  artificial,  with 
very  little  of  nature,  and  not  much  of  life.  He  formed  a 
peculiar  idea  of  comick  excellenee»  which  he  supposed  to 
consist  in  gay  remarks  aad  unexpe<^ted  answers ;  but  that 
which  he  endeavoured,  he  seldom  fiuled  of  performing. 
His  scenes  exhibit  not  much  of  humour,  imagery,  or  pas- 
sion :  his  personages  are  a  kind  of  intdlectnal  gtadiators ; 
erery  sentence  is  to  ward  or  strike ;  the  contest  of  smart- 
ness is  never  intermitted ;  his  wit  is  a  meteor  playing  to 
and  fro  with  alternate  coruscations.  His  comedies  have, 
therefore,  in  some  degree,  the  operation  of  tragedies;  they 
surprise  rather  than  divert,  and  raise  admiration  oftener 
than  merriment.  But  tbey  are  the  works  of  a  aiind  re- 
plete with  images,  and  quick  in  combination. 

Of  his  miscellaneous  poetry  I  cannot  say  any  thing  very 
favourable.  The  powers  of  Congreve  seem  to  desert  him 
when  he  leaves  the  stage,  as  Antaeus  was  no  longer  strong 
than  when  he  could  touch  the  ground.  It  cannot  be  ob- 
served without  wonder,  that  a  mind  so  vigorous  and  fertile 
in  dramatick  compositions  should,  on  any  other  occasion^ 
discover  nothing  but  impotence  and  poverty.  He  has,  in 
these  little  pieces,  neither  elevation  of  fancy,  selection  of 
language,  nor  skill  in  versification :  yet,  if  I  were  required 
to  select  from  the  whole  mass  of  English  poetry  the  most 
poetical  paragraph,  I  know  not  what  I  could  prefer  to  an 
exclamation  in  the  Mourning  Bride : 

AIMBRIA. 

It  was  a  fancy'd  Aoise ;  forall  is  hnsh'd. 

LJBOMORA. 

It  bore  the  acoent  of  a  human  voice^ 
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'       AJLIkBKtA. 
It  was  thy  fear^  or  else  some  transieiit  wind 
Whistling  thro'  hollows  of  this  vaulted  isle : 
We'll  listen— 

LJBONORA. 

Hark! 

ALMBRIA. 

No^  all  is  hnsh'd  and  still  as  death.— 'Tis  dreadfiil ! 
How  reverend  is  the  fice  of  this  tall  pile ; 
Whose  ancient  pillars  rear  their  marble  heads^ 
To  bear  aloft  its  arch'd  and  ponderous  roof. 
By  its  own  weight  made  stedfast  and  immoveable, 
Jrfboking  tranquillity !    It  strikes  an  awe 
And  terror  on  my  aching  sight ;  the  tombs 
And  monumental  caves  of  death  look  cold. 
And  shoot  a  chilness  to  my  trembling  heart. 
Give  me  thy  hand,  and  let  me  hear  thy  voice ; 
Nay,  quickly  speak  to  me,  and  let  me  hear 
Thy  voice — ^my  own  afirights  me  with  its  echoes. 

He  who  reads  these  lines  enjoys,  for  a  moment,  the  powers 
of  a  poet;  he  feels  what  he  remembers  to  have  felt  before, 
but  he  feels  it  with  great  increase  of  sensibility ;  he  recog- 
nises a  famiUar  image,  but  meets  it  again  amplified  and 
expanded,  embellished  with  beauty,  and  enlarged  with 
majesty. 

Yet  could  the  author,  who  appears  here  to  have  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  nature,  lament  the  death  of  queen  Mary 
in  lines  like  these  : 

The  rocks  are  cleft,  and  new-descending  rills 
Furrow  the  brows  of  all  th'  impending  hiUs. 
The  water-gods  to  floods  their  rivulets  turn. 
And  each,  with  streaming  eyes,  supplies  his  wanting  urn. 
The  fauns  forsake  the  woods,  the  nymphs  the  grove. 
And  round  the  plain  in  sad  distractions  rove : 
In  prickly  brakes  their  tender  limbs  they  tear. 
And  leave  on  thorns  their  locks  of  golden  hair. 
With  their  sharp  nails,  themselves  the  satyrs  wound. 
And  tug  their  shaggy  beards,  and  bite  with  grief  the  ground. 
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Lo  Pan  himself^  ^neatli  a  blasted  oak. 

Dejected  lies^  his  pipe  in  pieces  broke. 

See  Pales  weeping  too,  in  wild  despair. 

And  to  the  piercing  winds  her  bosom  bare. 

And  see  yon  fading  myrtle,  where  appears 

The  queen  of  love,  all  bath'd  in  flowing  tears ; 

See  how  she  wrings  her  hands,  and  beats  her  breast. 

And  tears  her  useless  girdle  from  her  waist  I 

Hear  the  sad  murmurs  of  her  sighing  doves ! 

For  grief  they  sigh,  forgetful  of  their  loves. 

And,  many  years  after,  lie  ^ave  no  proof  that  time  had 
improved  his  wisdom  or  bis  wit ;  for«  on  the  death  of  the 
marquis  of  Blaiid£Drd»  this  was  his  song: 

And  now  the  winds,  which  had  so  long  been  still* 
Began  the  swelling  air  with  sighs  to  fill: 
The  water-nymphs,  who  motionless  remain'd. 
Like  images  of  ice,  while  she  complain'd. 
Now  loos'd  their  streams;  as  when  descending  riuns 
Roll  the  steep  torrents  headlong  o'er  the  plains. 
The  prone  creation,  w|io  so  long  had  gae'd, 
Charm'd  with  her  cries,  and  at  her  griefs  amaz'd, 
B^an  to  roar  and  howl  with  horrid  yell. 
Dismal  to  hear  and  terrible  to  tell ! 
Nothing  but  groans  and  sighs  were  heard  around. 
And  echo  multiplied  each  mournful  sound. 

In  both  these  foneral  poems,  when  he  has  yelled  out  many 
9yllable8  of  senseless  dohur^  he  dismisses  his  reader  with 
senseless  consolation :  from  the  grave  of  Pastora  rises  a 
light  that  forms  a  star;  and  where  Amaryllis  wept  for 
Amyntas,  from  every  tear  sprung  up  a  violet. 

Bat  William  is  his  hero,  and  of  William  he  will  aing: 

The  hov'ring  winds  on  downy  wings  shall  wait  around. 
And  catch,  and  waft  to  foreign  lands,  the  flying  sound. 

It  cannot  but  be  proper  to  show  what  they  shall  have  to 
catch  and  carry: 

'Twas  now,  when  flow'ry  lawns  the  prospect  made. 
And  flowing  brooks  beneath  a  forest  shade. 
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A  lowing  heifer>  loveliest  of  the  herd^ 

Stood  feeding  by ;  while  two  fierce  bulls  prepared 

Their  armed  heads  for  fights  by  fate  of  war  to  prove 

The  victor  worthy  of  the  fair  one's  love. 

Unthought  presage  of  what  met  next  my  view ; 

For  soon  the  shady  scene  withdrew. 

And  now^  for  woods^  and  fi^ds^  and  springing  flowers^ 

Behold  a  town  arise^  bulwark'd  with  walls  and  lofty  towers ; 

Two  rival  armies  all  the  plain  o'erspread^ 

Each  in  battalia  rang'd^  and  shining  arms  array'd ; 

With  eager  eyes  beholding  both  ^m  far 

Namur^  the  price  and  mistress  of  the  war. 

The  Birth  of  the  Mase  is  a  miserable  fiction.  One  good 
line  it  has,  which  was  borrowed  from  Dryden.  The  con- 
cluding verses  are  these : 

This  said>  no  more  remained.    Th'  ethereal  host 

Again  impatient  crowd  the  crystal  coast. 

The  father  now^  within  his  spacious  hands^ 

Enoompass'd  all  the  mingled  mass  of  seas  and  lands ; 

And,  having  heav'd  aloft  the  pond'rous  sphere. 

He  launch'd  the  worid  to  float  in  ambient  air. 

Of  his  irregular  poems,  that  to  Mrs.  Arabella  Hunt  seems 
to  be  the  best ;  his  ode  for  St.  Cecilia's  Day,  however,  has 
some  lines  which  Pope  had  in  his  mind  when  he  wrote  his 
own. 

His  imitations  of  Horace  are  feebly  paraphrastical,  and 
the  additions  which  he  makes  are  of  little  value.  He 
sometimes  retains  what  were  more  properly  omitted,  as 
when  he  talks  of  verv<nn  and  gums  to  propitiate  Venus. 

Of  his  translations,  the  satire  of  Juvenal  was  written 
very  early,  and  may,  therefore,  be  forgiven,  though  it  have 
not  ther  massiness  and  vigour  of  the  original.  In  all  his 
versions  strength  and  sprightliness  are  wanting :  his  hymn 
to  Venus,  from  Homer,  is,  perhiq>s,  the  best.  His  lines 
are  weakened  with  expletives,  and  his  rhymes  are  fre- 
quently imperfect. 

His  petty  poems  are  seldom  worth  the  cost  of  criticism: 
sometimes  the  thoughts  are  false,  and  sometimes  common. 
In  his  verses  on  lady  Gethin,  the  latter  part  is  in  imitation 
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of  Dry  den's  ode  ou  Mn.  Killigrew;  and  Doris,  that  has 
been  so  lavishly  flattered  by  Steele,  has,  indeed,  some  lively 
stanzas,  but  the  expression  might  be  mended ;  and  the  most 
striking  part  of  the  character  had  been  already  shown  in 
Love  for  Love.  His  Art  of  Pleasing  is  founded  on  a 
volgar,  but,  perhaps,  impracticable  principle,  and  the  state- 
ness of  the  sense  is  not  concealed  by  any  novelty  of  illus* 
tration  or  elegance  of  diction. 

This  tissue  of  poetry,  from  wUeLhe  seems  to  have  hoped 
a  lasting  name,  is  totally  neglected,  and  known  only  as  it 
b  appended  to  his  plays. 

While  comedy,  or  while  tragedy,  is  regarded,  his  plays 
are  likely  to  .be  read ;  but,  except  what  relates  to  the 
stage ',  I  know  not  that  he  has  ever  written  a  stanza  that 
is  tnng,  or  a  couplet  that  is  quoted.  The  general  charac- 
ter of  his  Miscfdlanies  is,  that  they  show  Uttle  wit,  and 
little  virtue. 

Yet  to  him  it  must  be  confessed,  that  we  are  indebted 
for  the  correction  of  a  national  errour,  and  fopr  the  cure  of 
our  Pindarick  madness.  He  first  taught  the  English  wri- 
ters that  Pindar's  odes  were  regular;  and  though  cer- 
tainly be  had  not  the  fire  requisite  for  the  higher  species 
of  lyrick  poetry,  he  has  shown  us,  that  enthusiasm  has  its 
rules,  and  that,  m  mere  coofusion,  there  is  neither  grace 
Bor  greatness. 

•  "£zcq>cr  Dr.  WtrtoikexcbuMi,<'If  BOtthiifthiglisMt^fptetryr  He 
m^n^innf,  likewise,  that  CoDgrere's  opera,  or  oratorio,  of  Scroele,  was  set  to  ma- 
sick  by  Handel ;  I  believe,  in  1743. 
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Sir  Richard  Blackmorb  is  one  of  those  men  whose 
writings  have  attracted  much  notice,  but  of  whose  life  and 
manners  very  little  has  been  communicated,  and  whose  lot 
it  has  been  to  be  much  oftener  mentioned  by  enemies  than 
by  friends. 

He  was  the  son  of  Robert  Blackmore,  of  Corsharo,  in 
Wiltshire,  styled,  by  Wood,  gentleman,  and  supposed  to 
have  been  an  attorney.  Having  been,  for  some  time,  edu* 
cated  in  a  country  school,  he  was  sent,  at  thirteen,  to 
Westminster ;  and,  in  1668,  was  entered  at  Edmund  hall, 
in  Oxford,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  M.A.  June  3, 
1676,  and  resided  thirteen  years ;  a  much  longer  time  than 
it  is  usual  to  spend  at  the  university ;  and  which  he  seems 
to  have  passed  with  very  little  attention  to  the  business  of 
the  place ;  for,  in  his  poems,  the  aucient  names  of  nations 
or  places,  which  he  often  introduces,  are  pronounced  by 
chance.  He  afterwards  travelled :  at  Padua  he  was  made 
doctor  of  physick ;  and,  after  having  wandered  about  a 
year  and  a  half  on  the  continent,  returned  home. 

In  some  part  of  his  life,  it  is  not  known  when,  his  indi- 
gence compelled  him  to  teach  a  school;  an  humiliation,  with 
which,  though  it  certainly  lasted  but  a  little  while,  his  ene- 
mies did  not  forget  to  reproach  him,  when  he  became 
conspicuous  enough  to  excite  malevolence ;  and  let  it  be 
remembered,  for  his  honour,  that  to  have  been  once  a 
schoolmaster  is  the  only  reproach  which  all  the  perspi- 
cacity of  malice,  animated  by  wit,  has  ever  fixed  upon  his 
private  life. 

When  he  first  engaged  in  the  study  of  physick,  he  in- 
quired, as  he  says,  of  Dr.  Sydenham,  what  authors  he  should 
read^  and  was  directed  by  Sydenham  to  Don  Quixote ; 
"  which,"  said  he,  "  is  a  very  good  book ;  I  read  it  still." 
The  perverseness  of  mankind  makes  it  often  mischievous 
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in  men  of  eminence  to  gire  way  to  merriment ;  the  idle 
and  the  illiterate  will  long  shelter  themselves  under  this 
foolish  apophthegm. 

Whether  he  rested  satisfied  with  this  direction,  or  sought 
for  better,  he  commenced  physician,  and  obtained  high 
eminence  and  extensive  practice.  He  became  fellow  of 
the  College  of  Physicians,  April  12, 1687,  being  one  of  the 
thirty,  which,  by  the  new  charter  of  king- James,  were 
added  to  the  former  fellows.  His  residence  was  in  Cheap- 
side  S  and  his  friends  were  chiefly'  in  the  city.  In  the 
early  part  of  Blackmore*s  time,  a  citizen  was  a  term  of  re- 
proach ;  and  hb  place  of  abode  was  another  topick  to  which 
his  adversaries  had  recourse,  in  the  penury  of  scandal. 

Blackmore,  therefore,  was  made  a  poet  not  by  necessity 
but  inclination,  and  wrote  not  for  a  livelihood  but  for  fame; 
or,  if  he  may  tell  his  own  motives,  for  a  nobler  purpose,  to 
engage  poetry  in  the  cause  of  virtue. 

I  believe  it  is  peculiar  to  him,  that  his  first  publick  work 
was  an  heroick  poem.  He  was  not  known  as  a  maker  of 
verses  till  he  published,  in  1695,  Prince  Arthur,  in  ten 
books,  written,  as  he  relates,  ''  by  such  catches  and  starts, 
and  in  such  occasional  uncertain  hours,  as  his  profession 
afforded,  and  for  the  greatest  part  in  coffee-houses,  or  in 
passing  up  and  down  the  streets."  For  the  latter  part  of 
this  apology  he  was  accused  of  writing  ''  to  the  rumbling 
of  ^his  chariot-wheels."  He  had  read,  he  says,  "  but  little 
poetry  throughout  his  whole  life ;  and  for  fifteen  years  be- 
fore had  not  written  an  liundred  verses,  except  one  copy  of 
Latin  verses  in  praise  of  a  friend's  book"." 

He  thinks,  and  with  some  reason,  that  from  such  a  per- 
formance perfection  cannot  be  expected;  but  he  finds 
another  reason  for  the  severity  of  his  censurers,  which  he 
expresses  in  language  such  as  Cheapside  easily  furnished. 
"  I  am  not  free  of  the  poets*  company,  having  never  kissed 
the  governor's  hands :  mine  is,  therefore,  not  so  much  as  a 

<  At  Saddlers'  hall. 

"  The  book  he  alludes  to  was  Nova  Hypothesis  ad  explicsnda  febrium  in- 
termittentiaiD  symptomata,  &c.    Authore  GuUelmo  Cole,  M.  D.  1693. 
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permbsion  poem,  but  a  downriglit  interloper.  Those  gen* 
tleraen  who  carry  on  their  poetical  trade  in  a  joint  stock, 
would,  certainly,  do  what  they  could  to  sink  and  ruin  an 
unlicensed  adventurer,  notwithstanding  I  disturbed  none 
of  their  factories,  nor  imported  any  goods  they  had  ever 
dealt  in.**  He  had  lived  in  the  city  till  he  had  learned  its 
note. 

That  Prince  Arthur  found  many  readers  is  certain ;  for 
in  two  years  it  had  three  editions ;  a  very  uncommon  in- 
stance of  favourable  reception,  at  a  time  when  literary  cu* 
riosity  was  yet  confined  to  particular  classes  of  the  nation. 
Such  success  naturally  raised  animosity ;  and  Dennis  at- 
tacked it  by  a  formal  criticism,  more  tedious  and  disgust- 
ing than  the  work  which  he  condemns.  To  this  censure 
may  be  opposed  the  approbation  of  Locke  and  the  admi- 
ration of  Molineux,  which  are  found  in  their  printed  letters* 
Molineux  is  particulariy  delighted  with  the  song  of  Mopas, 
which  is,  therefore,  subjoined  to  this  narrative. 

It  is  remarked  by  Pope,  that  what  **  raises  the  hero, 
often  sinks  the  man.*'  Of  Blackmore  it  may  be  said,  that, 
as  the  poet  sinks,  the  man  rises;  the  cmimadversions  of 
Dennis,  insolent  and  contemptuous  as  they  were,  raised 
in  him  no  implacable  resentment :  he  and  his  critick  were 
afterwards  friends ;  and  in  one  of  his  latter  works  he  praises 
Dennis  as  *'  equal  to  Boileau  in  poetry,  and  superior  to 
him  in  critical  abilities." 

He  seems  to  have  been  more  delighted  with  praise  than 
pained  by  censure,  and,  instead  of  slackening,  quickened 
his  career.  Having  in  two  years  produced  ten  books  of 
Prince  Arthur,  in  two  years  more,  1697,  he  sent  itito 
the  world  King  Arthur,  in  twelve.  The  provocation  was 
now  doubled,  and  the  resentment  of  wits  and  criticks  may 
be  supposed  to  have  increased  in  proportion.  He  found, 
however,  advantages  more  than  equivalent  to  all  their 
outrages;  he  was  this  year  made  one  of  the  physicians 
in  ordinary  to  king  William,  and  advanced  by  him  to  the 
honour  of  knighthood,  with  the  present  of  a  gold  chain  and 
a  medal. 
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Tbe  malignitj  of  the  wits  attributed  his  knighthood  to 
his  new  poem ;  bnt  king  William  was  not  very  studious  of 
poetry ;  and  Blaokmore,  perhaps,  had  other  merit ;  for  he 
says,  in  his  dedication  to  Alfred,  that  *'  he  had  a  greater 
part  in  the  succession  of  the  house  of  Hanover  than  ever 
he  had  boasted." 

What  Blackmore  could  contribute  to  the  succession^  or 
what  he  imagined  himself  to  have  contributed,  cannot  now 
be  known.  -  That  he  had  been  of  considerable  use,  I  doubt 
not  bnt  he  believed,  for  I  hold  him  to  have  been  very 
honest ;  bnt  he  might  easily  make  a  false  estimate  of  his 
own  importance:  those  whom  their  virtue  restrains  Arom 
deceiving  others,  are  often  disposed,  by  their  vanity,  to 
deceive  themselves.  Whether  he  promoted  the  succession 
or  not,  he  at  least  approved  it,  and  adhered  invariably  to 
his  principles  and  party  through  his  whole  life. 

His  ardour  of  poetry  still  continued ;  and  not  long  after, 
1700,  he  published  a  P^iraphrase  on  the  book  of  Job,  and 
other  parts  of  the  scripture.  This  performance  Dryden, 
who  pursued  him  with  great  malignity,  lived  long  enough 
to  ridicule  in  a  prologue. 

The  wits  easily  confederated  against  him,  as  Dryden, 
whose  favour  they  almost  all  courted,  was  his  professed 
adversary.  He  had  besides  given  them  reason  for  resents 
ment,  as,  in  his  preface  to  Prince  Arthur,  he  had  said  of 
the  dramatick  writers  almost  all  that  was  alleged  after- 
wards by  Collier ;  but  Blackmore's  censure  was  cold  and 
general.  Collier's  was  personal  and  ardent;  Blackmore 
taught  his  reader  to  dislike,  what  Collier  incited  him  to 
abhor. 

In  his  preface  to  King  Arthur  he  endeavoured  to  g^ain, 
at  least,  one  friend,  and  propitiated  Congreve  by  higher 
{uraise  of  his  Mourning  Bride  than  it  has  obtained  from  any 
other  critick. 

The  same  year  he  published  a  Satire  on  Wit,  a  pro- 
clamation of  defiance  which  united  the  poets  almost  all 
against  him,  and  which  brought  upon  him  lampoons  and 
ridicule  from  every  side.    This  he  doubtless  foresaw,  and 
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evidently  despised;  nor  should  his  dignity  of  miod  be 
without  its  praise,  had  he  not  paid  the  homage  to  gpreatneas 
which  he  denied  to  genius,  and  degraded  himself  by  con- 
ferring that  authority  over  the  national  taste,  whkb  he 
takes  from  the  poets,  upon  men  of  high  rank  and  wide 
influence,  but  of  less  wit,  and  not  greater  virtue. 

Here  is  again  discovered  the  inhabitcmt  of  Cheapside, 
whose  head  cannot  keep  his  poetry  unmingled  with  trade. 
To  hinder  that  intellectual  bankruptcy  which  he  affects  to 
fear,  he  will  erect  a  hank  for  wit. 

In  this  poem  he  justly  censured  Dryden's  impurities,  but 
praised  his  powers;  though,  in  a  subsequent  edition,  he 
retained  the  satire,  and  omitted  the  praise.  What  was 
his  reason  I  know  not;  Dryden  was  then  no  longer  in 
his  way. 

His  head  still  teemed  with  henrick  poetry ;  and,  170&, 
he  published  Eliza,  in  ten  books.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
world  was  now  weary  of  contending  about  Blaekmore^s 
beroes ;  for  I  do  not  remember  that  by  any  author,  serious 
or  comical,  I  have  found  Eliza  either  praised  or  blamed. 
She  '' dropped,''  as  it  seems,  ''dead-born  from  the  press." 
It  is  never  mentioned,  and  was  never  seen  by  me  till  I 
borrowed  it  for  the  present  occasion.  Jacob  says,  '<  it  is 
-corrected  and  revised  for  another  impression  \*  but  the 
labour  of  revision  was  thrown  away. 

From  this  time  he  turned  some  of  his  thoughts  to  the 
celebration  of  living  characters ;  and  wrote  a  poem  on  the 
Kit-cat  Club  *,  and  Advice  to  the  Poets  how  to  celebrate 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  but,  on  occasion  of  another  year 
of  success,  thinking  himself  qualified  to  give  more  instruc- 
tion! he  again  wrote  a  poem  of  Advice  to  a  Weaver  of 
Tapestry.  Steele  was  then  publishing  the  Tatler;  and, 
looking  rouud  him  for  something  at  which  he  might  laugh, 
unluckily  lighted  on  sir  Richard's  work,  and  treated  it  with 

«  "  The  Kit-cat  Club,"  says  Horace  Walpole,  "though  generally  ihentioned 
as  a  set  of  wits,  were,  in  fact,  the  patriots  who  saved  Britain."  See,  for  the 
history  of  its  origin  and  name,  Addisoniana,  i.  120 ;  Ward's  complete  and 
humorous  account  of  the  remarkable  Clubs  and  Societies.    £d. 
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moh  contempt,  that,  as  Fenton  observes,  he  put  an  end  to 
the  species  of  writers  that  gare  advice  to  painters. 

Not  long  after,  1712,  he  poblished  Creation,  a  philoso- 
phical poem,  which  has  been,  by  my  recommendation,  in- 
serted in  the  late  collection.  Whoever  judges^  this  by 
any  other  of  Blackmore's  performances,  will  do  it  injury. 
The  praise  given  it  by  Addison,  Spectator,  330,  is  too 
well  known  to  be  transcribed  ;  but  some  notice  is  due  to 
the  testimony  of  Dennis,  who  calls  it  a  **  philosophical 
poem,  which  has  equalled  that  of  Lucretius  in  the  beauty 
of  its  versification,  and  infinitely  surpassed  it  in  the  solidity 
and  strengtfi  of  its  reasoning.*' 

Why  an  author  surpasses  himself,  it  is  natural  to  inquire. 
I  have  heard  from  Mr.  Draper,  an  eminent  bookseller,  an 
account  received  by  him  from  Ambrose  Philips,  ''  That 
Blackmore,  as  he  proceeded  in  this  poem,  laid  his  manu- 
script, from  time  to  time,  before  a  club  of  wits  with  whom  he 
associated ;  and  that  every  man  contributed,  as  he  could, 
either  improvement  or  correction ;  so  that,"  said  Philips, 
**  there  are,  perhaps,  nowhere  in  the  book  thirty  lines 
together  that  now  stand  as  they  were  originally  written." 

The  relation  of  Philips,  I  suppose,  was  true ;  but  when 
all  reasonable,  all  credible  allowance  is  made  for  this 
friendly  revision,  the  author  will  still  retain  an  ample  divi- 
dend of  praise ;  for  to  him  must  always  be  assigned  the 
plan  of  the  work,  the  distribution  of  its  parts,  the  choice  of 
topicks,  the  train  of  argument,  and,  what  is  yet  more,  the 
general^predominance  of  philosophical  judgment  and  poeti- 
cal spirit.  Correction  seldom  effects  more  than  the  sup- 
pression of  faults:  a  happy  line,  or  a  single  elegance,  may, 
perhaps,  be  added;  but,  of  a  large  work,  the  general 
character  must  always  remain;  the  original  constitution 
can  be  very  little  helped  by  local  remedies  ;  inherent  and 
radical  dulness  will  never  be  much  invigorated  by  extrinsick 
animation. 

This  poem,  if  he  had  written  nothing  else,  would  have 
transmitted  him  to  posterity  among  the  first  favourites  of 
the  £nglish  muse ;  but  to  make  verses  was  his  transcendent 
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pleasare,  and,  as  be  was  not  deterred  by  censure,  be  was 
not  satiated  with  praise. 

He  deviated,  bowever,  sometimes  into  otber  tracks  of 
literature,  and  condescended  to  entertain  his  readers  with 
plain  prose.  When  the  Spectator  stopped,  he  considered 
the  polite  world  as  destitute  of  entertainment;  and,  in 
concert  with  Mr.  Hughes,  who  wrote  every  third  paper, 
published,  three  times  a  week,  the  Lay  Monastery,  founded 
on  the  supposition  that  some  literary  men,  whose  characters 
are  described,  had  retired  to  a  boose  in  the  country  to 
enjoy  philosophical  leisure,  and  resolved  to  instruct  the 
publick,  by  communicating  their  disquisitions  and  amuse- 
ments. Whether  any  real  persons  were  concealed  under 
fictitious  names,  is  not  known.  The  hero  of  the  club  is 
one  Mr.  Johnson ;  such  a  constellation  of  excellence,  that 
his  character  shall  not  be  suppressed,  though  there  is  no 
great  genius  in  the  design,  nor  skill  in  the  delineation. 

**  The  first  I  shall  name  is  Mr.  Johnson,  a  gentleman 
that  owes  to  nature  excellent  faculties  and  an  elevated 
genius,  and  to  industry  and  application  many  acquired  ac- 
complishments. His  taste  is  distinguishing,  just,  and  deli* 
cate :  his  judgement  clear,  and  his  reason  strong,  accompa- 
nied with  an  imagination  full  of  spirit,  of  great  compass, 
and  stored  with  refined  ideas.  He  is  a  critick  of  the  first 
rank ;  and,  what  is  his  peculiar  ornament,  he  is  delivered 
from  the  ostentation,  malevolence,  and  supercilious  tem- 
per, that  so  often  blemish  men  of  that  character.  His  re- 
marks result  from  the  nature  and  reason  of  things,  find  are 
formed  by  a  judgement  free,  and  unbiassed  by  the  authority 
of  those  who  have  lazily  followed  each  other  in  the  same 
beaten  track  of  thinking,  and  are  arrived  only  at  the  repu- 
tation of  acute  grammarians  and  commentators ;  men,  who 
have  been  copying  one  another  many  hundred  years,  with- 
out any  improvement ;  or,  if  they  have  ventured  farther, 
have  only  applied  in  a  mechanical  manner  the  rules  of  an- 
cient criticks  to  modem  writings,  and,  with  great  labour,  dis- 
covered nothing  but  their  own  want  of  judgment  and  capa- 
city. As  Mr.  Johnson  penetrates  to  the  bottom  of  his  sub- 
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ject»  by  which  means  his  observatioDs  are  solid  and  natural, 
as  well  as  delicate,  so  his  design  is  always  to  bring  to  light 
something  nsefiil  and  ornamental ;  whence  his  character  is 
die  rererse  to  theirs,  who  have  eminent  abilities  in  insigni- 
ficant knowledge,  and  a  great  felicity  in  finding  oat  trifles. 
He  is  no  Jess  indostrions  to  search  oat  the  merit  of  an  aa* 
thor,  than  sagacioas  in  discerning  his  errors  and  defects ; 
and  takes  more  pleasure  in  commending  the  beauties, 
than  exposing  the  blemishes  of  a  laudable  writing ;  like 
Horace,  in  a  long  work,  he  can  bear  some  deformities,  and 
justly  lay  them  on  the  imperfection  of  human  nature,  which 
is  incapable  of  faultless  productions.  When  an  excellent 
drama  appears  in  publick,  and  by  its  intrinsick  worth  at- 
tracts a  general  applause,  he  is  not  stung  with  envy  and 
spleen ;  nor  does  he  express  a  savage  nature,  in  fastening 
opon  the  celebrated  author,  dwelling  upon  his  imaginary 
defects,  and  passing  over  his  conspicuous  excellencies.  He 
treats  all  writers  upon  the  same  impartial  footing ;  and  is 
not,  like -the  little  criticks,  taken  up  entirely  in  finding  out 
only  the  beauties  of  the  ancient,  and  nothing  but  the  errors 
of  the  modem  writers.  Never  did  any  one  express  more 
kindness  and  good-nature  to  yoang  and  unfinished  authors; 
he  promotes  their  interests,  protects  their  reputation,  ex- 
tenuates dieir  faults,  and  sets  off  their  virtues,  and,  by  his 
candour,  guards  them  from  the  severity  of  his  judgment. 
He  is  not  like  those  dry  criticks,  who  are  morose  because 
they  cannot  write  themselves,  but  is  himself  master  of  a 
good  vein  in  poetry ;  and  though  he  does  not  often  employ 
it,  yet  he  has  sometimes  entertained  his  friends  with  his  un- 
published performances.** 

The  rest  of  the  lay  monks  seem  to  be  but  feeble  mor- 
tals, in  comparison  with  the  gigantick  Johnson ;  who  yet, 
with  all  his  abilities,  and  the  help  of  the  fraternity,  could 
drive  the  publication  but  to  forty  papers,  which  were  after- 
wards collected  into  a  volume,  and  called,  in  the  title,  a 
Sequel  to  the  Spectators. 

Some  years  afterwards,  1716  and  1717,  he  published  two 
volumes  of  essays  in  prose,  which  can  be  commended  only 
as  they  are  written  for  the  highest  and  noblest  purpose. 
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the  promotion  of  religion.  Blackmore'g  prose  is  not  the 
prose  of  a  poet ;  for  it  is  Iangaid»  sluggish,  and  lifeless ; 
his  diction  is  neither  daring  nor  exact,  his  flow  neither 
rapid  nor  easy^  and  his  periods  neither  smooth  nor  strong. 
His  account  of  wit,  will  show  with  how  little  clearness  he 
is  content  to  think,  and  how  little  his  thoughts  a^e  recom- 
mended by  his  language. 

**  As  to  its  efficient  cause,  wit  owes  its  production  to  an 
extraordinary  and  peculiar  temperament  in  the  constitution 
of  the  possessor  of  it,  in  which  is  found  a  concurrence  of 
regular  and  exalted  ferments,  and  an  affluence  of  animal 
spirits,  refined  and  rectified  to  a  great  degree  of  purity ; 
whence,  being  endowed  with  vivacity,  brightness,  and  ce- 
lerity, as  well  in  their  reflections  as  direct  motions,  they 
become  proper  instruments  for  the  sprightly  operations  of 
the  mind ;  by  which  means  the  imagination  can,  with  great 
facility,  range  the  wide  field  of  nature,  contemplate  an  in- 
finite variety  of  objects,  and,  by  observing  the  similitude 
and  disagreement  of  their  several  qualities,  single  out  and 
abstract,  and  then  suit  and  unite,  those  ideas  which  will 
best  serve  its  purpose.  Hence  beautiful  allusions,  sur- 
prising metaphors,  and  admirable  sentiments,  are  always 
ready  at  hanS :  and  while  the  fancy  is  full  of  images,  col- 
lected from  innumerable  objects  and  their  different  quali- 
ties, relations,  and  habitudes,  it  can  at  pleasure  dress  a 
common  notion  in  a  strange  but  becoming  garb ;  by  which, 
as  before  observed,  the  same  thought  will  appear  a  new 
one,  to  the  great  delight  and  wonder  of  the  hearer.  What 
we  call  genius  results  from  this  particular  happy  com- 
plexion in  the  first  formation  of  the  person  that  enjoys  it, 
and  is  nature's  gift,  but  diversified  by  various  specifick 
characters  and  limitations,  as  its  active  fire  is  blended  atid 
allayed  by  different  proportions  of  phlegm,  or  reduced  and 
regulated  by  the  contrast  of  opposite  ferments.  There- 
fore, as  there  happens  in  the  composition  of  a  facetious 
genius  a  greater  or  less,  though  still  an  inferior  degree  of 
judgment  and  prudence,  one  man  of  wit  will  be  varied 
and  distinguished  from  another." 

In  these  essays  he  took  little  care  to  propitiate  the  wits ; 
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for  he  scorns  to  avert  their  malice  at  the  expense  of  virtue 
or  of  trnth. 

**  Several,  in  their  books,  have  many  sarcasticai  and 
spitefnl  strokes  at  religion  in  general ;  while  others  make 
themselves  pleasant  with  the  principles  of  the  christian. 
Of  the  last  kind,  this  age  has  seen  a  most  audacious  ex* 
ample  in  the  book  entitled,  a  Tale  of  a  Tub.  Had  this 
writing  been  published  in  a  pag^n  or  popish  nation,  who 
are  justly  impatient  of  all  indignity  offered  to  the  esta* 
blished  religion  of  their  country,  no  doubt  but  the  author 
woulcT  have  received  the  punishment  he  deserved.  But 
the  fate  of  this  impious  buffoon  is  very  different ;  for  in  a 
protestant  kingdom,  zealous  of  their  civil  and  religious  im- 
munities, he  has  not  only  escaped  affronts,  and  the  effects 
of  publick  resentment,  but  has  been  caressed  and  patronised 
by  persons  of  great  figure,  and  of  all  denominations.  Vio- 
lent party-men,  who  differed  in  all  things  besides,  agreed 
in  their  turn  to  show  particular  respect  and  friendship  to 
this  insolent  derider  of  the  worship  of  his  country,  till  at 
last  the  reputed  writer  is  not  only  gone  off  with  impunity, 
but  triumphs  in  his  dignity  and  preferment.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  inquiry  or  search  was  ever  made  after  this 
writing,  or  that  any  reward  was  ever  offered  for  the  dis* 
covery  of  the  author,  or  that  the  infamous  book  was  ever 
condemned  to  be  burnt  in  publick ;  whether  this  proceeds 
h'om  the  excessive  esteem  and  love  that  men  in  power, 
during  the  late  reign,  had  for  wit,  or  their  defect  of  zeal 
and  concern  for  the  christian  religion,  will  be  determined 
best  by  those  who  are  best  acquainted  with  their  cha- 
racter." 

In  another  place  he  speaks  with  becoming  abhorrence 
of  a  *'  godless  author,"  who  has  burlesqued  a  psalm.  This 
author  was  supposed  to  be  Pope,  who  published  a  reward 
for  any  one  that  would  produce  the  coiner  of  the  accusa- 
tion, but  never  denied  it;  and  was  afterwards  the  perpe- 
tual and  incessant  enemy  of  Blackmore. 

One  of  his  essays  is  upon  the  Spleen,  which  is  treated 
by  him  so  much  to  his  own  satisfaction,  thai  he  has  pub- 
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lished  tbe  same  thoughts  in  the  same  words ;  first  m  the 
Lay  Monastery ;  then  in  the  Essay ;  and  then  in  the  pre- 
face to  a  Medical  Treatise  on  the  Spleen.  One  passage, 
wUch  I  have  found  already  twice,  I  will  here  exhibit^  be- 
cause I  think  it  better  imagined,  and  better  expressed, 
than  cotdd  be  expected  from  tbe  common  tenoor  of  his 
prose: 

'^  As  the  several  comlnnations  of  splenetiek  madness 
and  folly  produce  an  infinite  variety  of  irregular  under- 
standing, so  the  amicable  accommodation  and  alliance  be- 
tween several  virtues  and  vices  produce  an  equal  diversity 
in  die  dispositions  and  manners  of  mankind;  whence  it 
comes  to  pass,  that  as  many  monstrous  and  absurd  pro- 
ductions are  found  in  the  moral,  as  in  tbe  intellectual  world. 
How  surprising  is  it  to  observe,  among  tbe  least  culpable 
men,  some  whose  minds  are  attracted  by  heaiven  and 
earth,  with  a  seeming  eqnal  force ;  some  who  are  proud 
of  humility ;  others  who  are  censorious  and  uncharitable, 
yet  self-denying  and  devout ;  some  who  join  contempt  of 
the  world  with  sordid  avarice ;  and  others  who  preserve  a 
great  degree  of  piety,  with  tll-oature  and  nngovemed  pas- 
sions !  Nor  are  instances  of  this  inconsistent  mixture  less 
frequent  among  bad  men,  where  we  often,  with  admira- 
tion, see  persons  at  once  genero«s  and  unjust,  impious 
lovers  of  their  country,  and  fiagitious  heroes,  good-natured 
diarpers,  immoral  men  of  honour,  and  libertines  who  wiD 
sooner  die  than  change  their  reUgbn;  and  though  it  is 
true  that  repugnant  coalitions  of  so  high  a  degree  are 
found  but  in  a  part  of  mankind,  yet  none  of  die  whole 
mass,  either  good  or  bad,  are  entirely  exempted  from  some 
absurd  mixture." 

He,  about  this  time,  Aug.  22,  1716,  became  one  of  the 
elects  of  tl^  College  of  Physicians ;  and  was  soon  after, 
Oct.  1,  chosen  censor.  He  seems  to  have  arrived  late, 
whatever  was  the  reason,  at  his  medical  honours. 

Having  succeeded  so  well  in  his  book  on  Creation,  by 
which  he  established  tbe  great  principle  of  all  rdigion, 
he  thought  his  undertaking  imperfect,  unless  he,  likewise. 
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eaforced  the  trutk  of  reyeUtion ;  Mid,  for  that  purpose, 
added  another  poem  oo  Redemptioii.  He  had,  likewise, 
written,  before  his  Creation,  three  books  on  the  Nature 
of  Man. 

The  lovers  of  mosical  devotion  have  always  wished  for 
a  more  happy  metrical  version  than  they  have  yet  obtained 
of  the  Book  of  Psalms :  this  wish  the  piety  of  Blackmore 
led  him  to  gratify ;  and  he  produced,  1721,  a  new  ver- 
sion of  the  psalms  of  David,  fitted  to  the  tunes  used 
in  churches;  which,  being  recommended  by  the  arch- 
bishops and  many  bishops,  obtained  a  license  for  its  ad- 
mission into  puUick  worship :  but  no  admission  has  it  yet 
obtained,  nor  has  it  any  right  to  come  where  Brady  and 
Tate  have  got  possession.  Blackmore's  name  must  be 
added  to  those  of  many  others,  who,  by  the  same  attempt, 
have  obtained  only  the  praise  of  meaning  well. 

He  was  not  yet  deterred  from  heroick  poetry.  There 
was  another  monarch  of  this  island,  for  he  did  not  fetch 
bis  heroes  firom  foreign  countries,  whom  he  considered  as 
worthy  of  the  epick  muse ;  and  he  dignified  Alfred,  1723, 
with  twelve  books.  But  the  opinion  of  the  nation  was 
DOW  settled;  a  hero  introduced  by  Blackmore  was  not 
likely  to  find  either  respect  or  kindness ;  Alfred  took  his 
place  by  EUza,  in  silence  and  darkness :  benevolence  was 
ariiamed  to  favour,  and  malice  was  weary  of  insulting. 
Of  his  four  epick  poems,  the  first  had  such  reputation  and 
popularity  as  enraged  the  criticks ;  the  second  was,  at  least, 
known  enough  to  be  ridiculed;  the  two  last  had  neither 
friends  nor  enenuas. 

Contempt  is  a  kind  of  gangrene,  which,  if  it  seizes  one 
part  of  a  character,  corrupts  all  the  rest  by  degrees.  Black- 
more,  being  despised  as  a  poet,  was,  in  time,  neglected  as 
a  physician;  his  practice,  which  was  once  invidiously  great, 
forsook  him  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life;  but  being  by  na- 
ture, or  by  principle,  averse  from  idleness,  he  employed  his 
unwelcooie  leisure  in  writing  books  on  physick,  and  teach- 
ing others  to  cure  those  whom  he  could  himself  cure  no 
longer.   I  know  not  whether  I  can  enumerate  all  the  trea- 
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tises  by  which  he  has  endeavoured  to  diffiuie  the  art  of  heid-* 
ing ;  for  there  is  scarcely  any  distemper,  of  dreadful  name, 
which  he  has  not  taught  his  reader  how  to  oppose.  He  has 
written  on  the  smallpox,  with  a  vehement  invective  against 
inoculation;  on  consumptions,  the  spleen,  the  g^ut,  the 
rheumatism,  the  king's  evil,  the  dropsy,  the  jaandioe^  the 
stone,  the  diabetes,  and  the  plague. 

Of  those  books,  if  I  had  read  them,  it  could  not  be  ex* 
pected  that  I  shoald  be  able  to  give  a  critical  account.  I 
have  been  told  that  there  is  something  in  them  of  vexation 
and  discontent,  discovered  by  a  perpetual  attempt  to  de* 
grade  physick  from  its  sublimity,  and  to  represent  it  as 
attainable  without  much  previous  or  concomitant  learning. 
By  the  transient  glances  which  I  have  thrown  upon  them, 
I  have  observed  an  affected  contempt  of  the  ancients,  and 
a  supercilious  derision  of  transmitted  knowledge.  Of  this 
indecent  arrogance,  the  following  quotation,  from  his  pre- 
face to  the  treatise  on  the  smallpox,  will  afford  a  specimen ; 
in  which,  when  the  reader  finds,  what  I  fear  is  true,  that, 
when  he  was  censuring  Hippocrates,  he  did  not  know  the 
difference  between  aphorism  and  apophthegm,  he  will  not 
pay  much  regard  to  his  determinations  concerning  ancient 
learning. 

''  As  for  this  book  of  aphorisms,  it  is  like  my  lord  Bacon's 
of  the  same  title,  a  book  of  jests,  or  a  grave  collection  of 
trite  and  trifling  observations ;  of  which  though  many  are 
true  and  certain,  yet  they  signify  nothing,  and  may  afford 
diversion,  but  no  instruction ;  most  of  them  being  much 
inferior  to  the  sayings  of  the  wise  men  of  Greece,  which 
yet  are  so  low  and  mean,  that  we  are  entertained  every 
day  with  more  valuable  sentiments  at  the  table-conversation 
of  ingenious  and  learned  men.'* 

I  am  unwilling,  however,  to  leave  him  in  total  disgrace, 
and  will,  therefore,  quote,  from  another  preface,  a  passage 
less  reprehensible. 

**  Some  gentlemen  have  been  disingenuous  and  unjust 
to  me,  by  wresting  and  forcing  my  meaning  in  the  preface 
to  another  book,  as  if  I  condemned  and  exposed  all  learning. 
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though  they  knew  I  declared  that  I  greatly  honoured  and 
esteemed  all  men  of  saperiour  literature  and  erudition ;  and 
that  I  only  undenralued  false  or  superficial  learning,  that 
signifies  nothing  for  the  service  of  mankind ;  and  that,  as 
to  physick,  I  expressly  aflirmed  that  learning  must  be 
joined  with  native  genius,  to  make  a  physician  of  the  first 
rank;  but  if  those  talents  are  separated,  I  asserted,  and  do 
still  insbt,  that  a  man  of  native  sagacity  and  diligence  will 
prove  a  more  able  and  useful  practiser,  than  a  heavy  no- 
tional scholar,  encumbered  with  a  heap  of  confused  ideas.** 

He  was  not  only  a  poet  and  a  physician,  but  produced, 
likewise,  a  work  of  a  different  kind ;  a  true  and  impar- 
tial History  of  the  Conspiracy  against  King  William,  of 
glorious  memory,  In  the  year  1605,  This  I  have  never 
seen,  but  suppose  it,  at  least,  oompiled  with  integrity. 
He  engaged,  likewise,  in  theological  controversy,  and  wrote 
two  books  against  the  Axians ;  Just  Prejudices  against  the 
Arian  Hypothesis;  and  Modern  Arians  unmasked.  An- 
other of  his  works  is  Natural  Theology,  or  Moral  Duties 
considered  apart  from  Positive;  with  some  observations 
on  the  Desirableness  and  Necessity  of  a  supernatural  Re- 
velation. This  was  the  last  book  that  he  published.  He 
left  behind  him  the  Accomplished  Preacher,  or  an  Essay 
upon  Divine  Eloquence;  which  was  printed,  after  his 
death,  by  Mr.  White,  of  Nayland,  in  Essex,  the  minister 
who  attended  his  death-bed,  and  testified  the  fervent  piety 
of  his  last  hours.  He  died  on  the  eighth  of  October, 
1729. 

Blackmore,  by  the  unremitted  enmity  of  the  wits,  whom 
he  provoked  more  by  his  virtue  than  his  dulness,  has  been 
exposed  to  worse  treatment  than  he  deserved.  His  name 
was  so  long  used  to  point  every  epigram  upon  dull  writers, 
that  it  became,  at  last,  a  by- word  of  contempt;  but  it 
deserves  observation,  that  malignity  takes  hold  only  of  his 
writings,  and  that  his  life  passed  without  reproach,  even 
when  his  boldness  of  reprehension  naturally  turned  upon 
him  many  eyes  desirous  to  espy  faults,  which  many  tongues 
would  have  made  haste  to  publish.     But  those  who  could 
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Bot  Uaiiie»  could,  at  least,  forbear  to  praise,  aid,  therefere, 
of  liis  private  life  and  domestick  cbaracter  tbere  are  no 
memorials. 

As  an  author  he  may  justly  claim  the  honours  of  mag- 
nanimity. The  incessant  attacks  of  his  enemies,  whether 
serious  or  merry,  are  never  discovered  to  have  disturbed 
his  quiet,  or  to  have  lessened  his  confidence  in  himself; 
Jhey  neither  awed  him  to  silence  nor  to  caution;  they 
neither  provoked  him  to  petulance,  nor  depressed  him  to 
complaint.  While  the  distributors  of  literary  fame  were 
endeavouring  to  depreciate  and  degrade  him,  he  either 
despised  or  defied  them,  wrote  on  as  be  had  written  be- 
fore, and  never  turned  aside  to  quiet  them  by  civility,  or 
repress  them  by  confutation. 

He  depended  with  great  security  on  his  own  powers, 
and  perhaps  was,  for  that  reason,  less  diligent  in  perusing 
books.  His  literature  was,  I  think,  but  small.  What  be 
knew  of  antiquity,  I  suspect  him  to  have  gathered  firom 
modern  compilers ;  but,  though  he  could  not  boast  of  muck 
critical  knowledge,  his  mind  was  stored  with  general  prin- 
ciples, and  he  left  minute  researches  to  those  whom  he 
considered  as  little  minds. 

With  this  disposition  he  wrote  most  of  his  poems.  Hav<- 
ing  formed  a  magnificent  design,  he  was  careless  of  parti- 
cular and  subordinate  elegancies ;  he  studied  no  nicetiea 
of  versification ;  he  waited  for  no  felicities  of  fancy ;  but 
caught  his  first  thoughts  in  the  first  words  in  which  they 
were  presented :  nor  does  it  appear  that  he  saw  beyond 
his  own  performances,  or  had  ever  elevated  his  views  to 
that  ideal  perfection,  which  every  genius,  born  to  excel,  is 
condemned  always  to  pursue,  and  never  overtake.  In  the 
first  suggestions  of  his  imagination  he  acquiesced;  he 
thought  them  good,  and  did  not,  seek  for  better.  His 
works  may  be  read  a  long  time  without  the  occurrence  of 
a  single  line  that  stands  prominent  from  the  rest. 

The  poem  on  Creation  has,  however,  the  appearance  of 
more  circumspection ;  it  wants  neither  harmony  of  num- 
bers, accuracy  of  thought,  nor  elegance  of  diction :  it  has 
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either  been  written  with  great  eare,  or,  what  cannot  be 
imagined  of  so  long  a  work,  witb  such  feKcity  as  made 
care  less  necessary. 

Its  two  constituent  parts  are  ratiocination  and  descrip- 
tion. To  reason  in  verse,  is  allowed  to  be  difficult ;  but 
JBlackmore  not  only  reasons  in  verse,  but  very  often  rea- 
sons poetically ;  and  finds  the  art  of  uniting  ornament  with 
strength,  and  ease  with  closeness^  This  is  a  skill  which 
Pope  might  have  condeacended  to  learn  from  him,  when 
he  needed  it  so  much  in  has  Moral  Essays. 

In  his  descriptions,  both  of  life  and  Mture,  the  peel  and 
the  phUosopher  happily  cooperate ;  trath  is  reeommended 
by  elegance,  and  elegance  sustained  by  truth. 

In  the  structure  and  order  of  the  poem,  net  only  the 
greater  parts  are  properly  consecutive,  but  the  ffidactick 
and  illustrative  paragraphs  are  so  happily  mingled,  that 
labour  is  relieved  by  pleasure,  and  the  attention  is  led  W, 
through  a  long  succession  of  varied  excellence,  to  the  ori- 
ginal position,  the  fundamental  principle  of  wisdom  and  of 
virtue. 

As  the  heroick  poems  of  Blackmore  are  now  little  read, 
it  is  thought  proper  to  insert,  as  a  specimen  from  Prince 
Arthur,  the  scmg  of  Mopas,  meatiotted  by  Molineiix. 

But  that  which  Arthur  with  most  pleasure  heard^ 
Were  noble  strains,  by  Mopas  sung,  the  bard* 
Who  to  his  harp  in  lofty  verse  began. 
And  through  the  secret  mase  of  nature  ran. 
He  the  great  spirit  sung,  that  all  things  fill'd. 
That  the  tumultuous  waves  of  chaos  still'd : 
Whose  nod  dispos'd  the  jarring  seeds  to  peace. 
And  made  the  wars  of  hostile  atoms  cease. 
All  beings  we  in  fruitful  nature  find. 
Proceeded  from  the  great  eternal  fnind ; 
.  Streams  of  his  unexhausted  spring  of  power. 
And  cherish'd  with  his  influence,  endure. 
He  spread  the  pure  cerulean  fields  on  high. 
And  ardi'd  the  chambers  of  the  vaulted  sky, 
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Which  he,  to  suit  their  glory  with  their  height, 

Adom'd  with  globes,  that  reel,  as  drunk  with  light. 

His  hand  directed  all  the  tuneful  spheres. 

He  tum'd  their  orbs,  and  polish'd  all  the  stars. 

He  fill'd  the  sun's  vast  lamp  with  golden  light. 

And  bid  the  silver  moon  adorn  the  night. 

He  spread  the  airy  ocean  without  shores. 

Where  birds  are  wafted  with  their  feather'd  oars. 

Then  sung  the  bard  how  the  light  vapours  rise 

From  the  warm  earth,  and  doud  the  smiling  skies : 

He  sung  how  some,  chill'd  in  their  airy  flight. 

Fall  scatter'd  down  in  pearly  dew  by  night  ; 

How  some,  rais'd  higher,  sit  in  secret  steams 

On  the  reflected  points  of  bounding  beams. 

Till,  chill'd  with  cold,  they  shade  th'  ethereal  plain. 

Then  on  the  thirsty  earth  descend  in  rain ; 

How  some,  whose  parts  a  slight  contexture  show. 

Sink  hov'ring  through  the  air,  in  fleecy  snow ; 

How  part  is  spun  in  silken  threads,  and  clings 

Entangled  in  the  grass  in  gluey  strings ; 

How  others  stamp  to  stones,  with  rushing  sound 

Fall  from  their  crystal  quarries  to  the  ground ; 

How  some  are  laid  in  trains,  that  kindled  fly 

In  harmless  fires  by  night,  about  the  sky ; 

How  some  in  winds  blow  with  impetuous  fwce. 

And  carry  ruin  where  they  bend  their  course. 

While  some  conspire  to  form  a  gentle  breeze. 

To  ha  the  air,  and  play  among  the  trees ; 

How  Bome,  enrag'd,  grow  turbulent  and  loud. 

Pent  in  the  bowels  of  a  frowning  cloud. 

That  cracks,  as  if  the  axis  of  the  world 

Was  broke,  and  heaVn's  bright  tow'rs.  were  downwards 

hurl'd. 
He  sung  how  earth's  wide  ball,  at  Jove's  command. 
Did  in  the  midst  on  airy  columns  stand; 
And  how  the  soul  of  plants,  in  prison  held. 
And  bound  with  sluggish  fetters,  lies  conceal'd. 
Till  with  the  spring's  warm  beams,  almost  releas'd 
From  the  dull  weight,  with  which  it  lay  opprest. 
Its  vigour  spreads,  and  makes  the  teeming  earth 
Heave  up,  and  labour  with  the  sprouting  birth : 
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The  active  spirit  freedom  seelcs  in  vain. 
It  only  works  and  twists  a  stronger  chain ; 
Urging  its  prison's  sides  to  break  away. 
It  makes  that  wider,  where  'tis  fbrc'd  to  stay : 
Till,  having  f<mn'd  its  living  house,  it  rears 
Its  head,  and  in  a  tender  plant  appears. 
Hence  springs  the  oak,  the  beauty  of  the  grove. 
Whose  stately  trunk  fierce  storms  can  scarcely  move. 
Hence  grows  the  cedar,  hence  the  swelling  vine 
Does  round  the  elm  its  purple  clusters  twine. 
Hence  painted  flowers  the  smiling  gardens  bless. 
Both  with  their  fragrant  scent  and  gaudy  dress. 
Hence  the  white  lily  in  full  beauty  grows. 
Hence  the  blue  violet,  and  blushing  rose. 
He  sung  how  sunbeams  brood  upon  the  earth. 
And  in  the  glebe  hatch  such  a  num'rous  birth ; 
Which  way  the  genial  warmth  in  summer  storms 
Turns  putrid  vapours  to  a  bed  of  worms; 
How  rain,  transfonu'd  by  this  prolifick  power. 
Falls  from  the  clouds  an  animated  shower. 
He  sung  the  embryo's  growth  within  the  womb. 
And  how  the  parts  their  various  shapes  assume; 
With  what  rare  art  the  wondrous  structure's  wrought. 
From  one  crude  mass  to  such  perfection  brought ; 
That  no  part  useless,  none  misplac'd  we  see. 
None  are  forgot,  and  more  would  monstrous  be. 
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The  brevity  with  wUck  I  am  to  write  tke  aocoant  of 
Elijah  Fenton,  is  not  the  effect  of  iadiffbraice  or  aegli- 
gence.  I  haye  sought  intelligence  among  his  relations  in 
his  natiye  county,  but  have  not  obtained  it. 

He  was  born  near  Newcastle,  in  Staffordshire,  of  an  an- 
cient family',  whose  estate  was  very  considerable ;  but  he 
was  the  youngest  of  eleven  children,  and  being,  therefore, 
necessarily  destined  to  some  lucrative  employment,  was 
sent  first  to  school,  and  afterwards  to  Cambridge",  but 
with  many  other  wise  and  virtuous  men,  who,  at  that  time 
of  discord  and  debate,  Qonsulted  conscience.  wb«tber  well 
or  ill  informed^  more  than  intetett,  he  doubted  the  legality 

f  He  WM  born  at  Shehon,  besr  Newtastte,  Mftj  30,  1<M ;  and  was  the 
Toangeft  of  ekTeadnkUeA  of  John  Fanton,  aa  tMonnef^iAtm,  and  one  of  the 
coronen  of  the  countji  of  Staflbrd.  Hit  Ontfaer  died  in  l^N }  and  Ua  grtye,  in 
the  church-yard  of  Stoke  vpoa.  Trent,  ii  dittingnished  by  the  following  elegant 
Latin  bicriptioa  from  the  pen  of  his  son : 

H.  8.  E. 

Jqvannu  Fbntoiv, 

de  Shelton 

antiqua  ftirpe  generosns : 

juzta  tellqnias  ooajugis 

Cathbrinx 
forma,  moribus,  pietate, 
optimo  viro  dignissims : 
Qui 
intemerata  in  ecclesiam  6de, 
et  virtutibus  intaminatis  euituit ; 
necnon  ingenii  lepore 
bonis  artibus  expoliti, 
ac  animo  erga  omnes  benevolo, 
sibi  suisque  juoundus  vixit. 
Decern  annos  uzori  dilectae  superstes 
magnum  sui  desiderium  bonis 
omnifamcliquit, 
i  salutis  humans  1694, 
'"''^i  »Utbsu»56. 

See  Genu  Mag.  1791,  vol.  Ixi.  p.  703.    N. 
■  He  was  entered  of  Jesus  college,  and  took  a  bachelor's  degree  in  1704 :  bur, 
it  appears,  by  the  list  of  Cambridge  graduates,  that  he  removed,  in  1726,  to 
Trinity  hall.    N. 
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of  the  govenmeot,  and»  rofatfaig  to  qualify  iumself  for 
imbliok  eaiployment  by  the  oaths  Toqvared,  left  the  uni- 
▼eraity  without  a  degree ;  but  I  never  heard  that  the  eo- 
thmiamu  of  opposttioD  impelled  him  to  separation  from  the 
ehuroh. 

By  this  perverseness  of  integrity  he  was  driven  out  a 
commoner  of  naturjO,  excluded  from  the  regular  modes  of 
profit  and  prosperity,  and  reduced  to  pick  up  a  livelihood 
uncertain  and  fortuitous ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
he  kept  his  name  unsullied,  and  never  suffered  himself  to 
be  reduced,  like  too  many  of  the  same  sect,  to  mean  arts 
and  .dishonourable  shifts.  Whoever  ilientioned  Fenton, 
mentioned  him  with  hononr* 

The  life  that  pastes  in  penury  must  necessarily  pass  in 
obscurity.  It  is  impossible  to  trace  Fenton  from  year  to 
year,  or  to  discover  what  means  be  used  for  his  support 
He  was  awhile  secretary  to  Charles,  earl .  of  Orrery,  in 
Flanders,  and  tutor  to  his  young  son,  who  afterwards  men- 
tioned him  with  g^at  esteem  and  tenderness.  He  was, 
at  one  time,  assistant  in  the  school  x>r  Mr.  Bonwicke,  in 
Surrey ;  and  at  another  kept  a  school  for  himself  at  Sevea* 
oaks,  in  Kemt,  which  he  brought  into  reputation ;  but  was 
persuaded  to  leave  it,  1710,  by  lfr«  St.  John,  with  pro- 
mises of  a  more  honourable  employment. 

His  opinions,  as  he  was  a  nonjuror,  seem  not  to  have 
been  remarkably  rigid.  He  wrote  with  great  zeal  and  af- 
fection the  praises  of  queen  Anne»  and  very  willingly  and 
liberally  extolled  the  duke  of  llariborough,  when  be  was, 
1707,  at  the  height  of  his  glory. 

He  expressed  still  more  attention  to  Marlborough  and 
his  family  by  an  elegiack  pastcovl  on  the  marquis  of  Bland- 
ford,  which  could  be  prompted  only  by  respect  or  kind-* 
ness;  for  neither  the  duke  nor  dutohess  desired  the  praise^ 
pr  bked  the  cost  of  patronage. 

The  elegance  of  his  poetry  entitied  him  to  the  company 
of  the  wits  of  his  time,  and  the  amiableness  of  his  manners 
made  him  loved  wherever  he  was  known.  Of  his  friend- 
ship to  Southern  and  Pope  there  are  lasting  monuments* 
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He  published,  in  1707  \  a  collection  of  poems. 

By  Pope  he  was  once  placed  in  a  station  that  might  have 
been  of  great  advantage.  Craggs,  when  he  was  advanced 
to  be  secretary  of  state,  about  1720,  feeling  his  own  want 
of  literature,  desired  Pope  to  procure  him  an  instructor, 
by  whose  help  he  might  supply  the  deficiencies  of  his  edu- 
cation. Pope  recommended  Fenton,  in  whom  Craggs 
found  all  that  he  was  seeking.  There  was  now  a  prospect 
of  ease  and  plenty,  for  Fenton  had  merit|  and  Craggs  had 
generosity ;  but  the  smallpox  suddenly  put  an  end  to  the 
pleasing  expectation. 

When  Pope,  after  the  great  success  of  his  Iliad,  un- 
dertook the  Odyssey,  being,  as  it  seems,  weary  of  trans- 
lating, he  determined  to  engage  auxiliaries.  TwSlve 
books  he  took  to  himself,  and  twelve  he  distributed  be- 
tween Broome  and  Fenton :  the  books  allotted  to  Fenton 
were  the  first,  the  fourth,  the  nineteenth,  and  the  twen- 
tieth. It  is  observable,  that  he  did  not  take  the  eleventh, 
which  he  had  before  translated  into  blank  verse;  neither 
did  Pope  claim  it,  but  committed  it  to  Broome.  How  the 
two  associates  performed  their  parts  is  well  known  to  the 
readers  of  poetry,  who  have  never  been  able  to  distinguish 
their  books  from  those  of  Pope. 

In  1723  was  performed  bis  tragedy  of  Mariamne ;  to 
which  Southern,  at  whose  house  it  was  written,  is  said  to 
have  contributed  such  hints  as  his  theatrical  experience 
supplied.  When  it  was  shown  to  Gibber,  it  was  rejected 
by  him,  with  the  additional  insolence  of  advising  Fenton 
to  engage  himself  in  some  employment  of  honest  labour, 
by  which  he  might  obtain  that  support  which  he  could 
never  hope  from  his  poetry.  The  play  was  acted  at  the 
other  theatre ;  and  the  brutal  petulance  of  Gibber  was 
confuted,  though,  perhaps,  not  shamed,  by  general  ap- 
plause. Fenton*s  profits  are  said  to  have  amounted  to 
near  a  thousand  pounds,  with  which  he  discharged  a  debt 
contracted  by  his  attendance  at  court. 

•  1717.    M. 
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Fenton  seems  to  have  had  some  peonliar  system  of  versi- 
fication. Maiiamoe  is  written  in  lines  of  ten  syllables, 
with  few  of  those  redundant  terminations  which  the  drama 
not  only  admits,  bat  requires,  as  more  nearly  approaching 
to  real  dialogue.  The  tenour  of  his  verse  is  so  uniform  that 
it  cannot  be  thought  casual ;  and  yet  upon  what  principle 
be  so  constructed  it,  is  diflScult  to  discover. 

The  mention  of  his  play  brings  to  my  mind  a  very  trifling 
occurrence.  Fenton  was  one  day  in  the  company  of 
Broome,  his  associate,  and. Ford,  a  clergyman**,  at  that 
time  too  well  known,  whose  abilities,  instead  of  furnishing 
convivial  merriment  to  the  voluptuous  and  dissolute,  might 
ha^e  enabled  him  to  excel  among*  the  virtuous  and  the 
wise.  They  determined  all  to  see  the  Merry  Wives  of 
Windsor,  which  was  acted  that  night ;  and  Fenton,  as  a 
dramatick  poet,  took  them  to  the  stage-door ;  where  the 
door-keeper,  inquiring  who  they  were,  was  told  that  they 
were  three  very  necessary  men.  Ford,  Broome,  and  Fen- 
ton. The  name  in  the  play,  which  Pope  restored  to 
Brook,  was  t|ien  Broome. 

It  was,  perhaps,  after  his  play  that  he  undertook  to  re- 
vise the  punctuation  of  Milton's  poems,  which,  as  the  au- 
thor neidier  wrote  the  original  copy,  nor  corrected  the 
press,  was  supposed  capable  of  amendment.  To  this  edi- 
tion he  prefixed  a  short  and  elegant  account  of  Milton's 
life,  written,  at  once,  with  tenderness  and  integrity. 

He  published,  likewise,  1729,  a  very  splendid  edition  of 
Waller,  with  notes  often  useful,  often  entertaining,  but  too 
much  extended  by  long  quotations  from  Clarendon.  Illus- 
trations drawn  from  a  book  so  easily  consulted,  should  be 
made  by  reference  rather  than  transcription. 

The  latter  part  of  his  life  was  calm  and  pleasant.  The 
relict  of  sir  William  Trumbull  invited  him,  by  Pope's  re- 
commendation, to  educate  her  son;  whom  he  first  in- 
structed at  home,  and  then  attended  to  Cambridge.    The 

^  Ford  was  Johnson's  relation,  his  mother's  nephew,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
the  original  of  the  parson  in  Hogarth's  Modem  Midnight  Conyersation.  See 
BosweU,  i.  and  iii.    £d. 
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lady  afterwards  detained  bim  with  her  as  the  auditor  of 
ber  accounts.  He  often  wandered  to  London;  and  amused 
himself  with  the  conversation  of  his  friends. 

He  died  *"  in  17S0,  at  Easthampstead,  in  Berkshire,  the 
seat  of  lady  Trumbal ;  and  Pope»  who  had  been  always  his 
fiiend,  honoured  him  with  an  epitaph,  of  which  he  bor- 
rowed the  two  itrst  lines  firom  Crashaw. 

Fenton  was  tall  and  bulky,  inclined  to  corpulence,  which 
he  did  not  lessen  by  much  exercise ;  for  he  was  vi^  slug^ 
gisb  and  sedentary,  rose  late,  and  when  he  had.  risen,  sat 
down  to  his  books  or  papers.  A  woman  that  once  waited 
on  him  in  a  lodging,  told  him,  as  she  said,  that  he  would 
**  lie  a-bed,  and  be  tidd  with  a  spoon."  This,  however, 
was  not  the  worst  that  might  have  been  prognosticated ; 
for  Pope  says,  in  his  letters,  that  '*  he  died  of  indolence;'' 
but  his  immediate  distemper  was  the  gout. 

Of  his  morals  and  his  conversation  the  account  is  uni- 
form :  he  was  never  named  but  with  praise  and  fondness, 
as  a  man  in  the  highest  degree  amiable  and  excellent. 
Such  was  the  character  given  him  by  the  earl  of  Orrery^ 
his  pupil;  sooh  is  the  testimony  of  Pope*';  and  such  were 
the.  suffrages  of  all  who  could  boast  of  his  acquaintance. 

By  a  former  writer  of  his  life**,  a  story  is  told,  which 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  He  used,  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  time,  to  pay  his  relations  in  the  counti^y  a  yearly  visit. 
At  an  entertainment  made  for  the  fietmily  by  his  elder  bro- 
ther, he  observed,  that  one  of  his  sisters,  who  had  married 
unfortunately,  was  absent^  and  fbundi  upon  inquiry,  that 
distress  .had  made  her  thought  unworthy  of  invitation.  As 
Ae  was  at  no  great  distance,  he  refused  to  sit  at  the  table 
till  she  was  called,  and,  when  she  had  taken  her  place,  was 
careful  to  show  her  particular  attention. 

His  collection  of  poems  is  now  to  be  considered.  The 
ode  to  the  Sun  is  written  upon  a  common  plan,  without 
uncommon  sentiments ;  but  its  greatest  fault  is  its  lengtln 

c  July  15,  ^  Spence. 

•  Shieli,  Dr.  Johnson's  amanaensis,  who  says,  in  Gibber's  lives  of  the  Po^s, 
that  he  received  this  anecdote  from  a  gentleman  resideaC  in  Stafibidshire.    M. 
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No  poem  should  be  long  of  which  the  purpose  is  only  to 
strike  the  fancy,  without  enlightening  the  understanding 
by  precept,  ratiocination,  or  narratiye.  A  blaze  first 
pleases,  and  then  tires  the  sq^fat. 

Of  Florelio  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  it  is  an  occasional 
pastoral,  which  implies  something  neither  natnral  nor  arti- 
ficial, neither  comick  nor  serious* 

The  next  ode  is  irreg^ar,  and,  therefore,  defeeliye.  As 
the  seotiilients  are  pious>  they  cmnot  easily  be  new ;  for 
what  can  be  added  to  topicfcs  on  which  suooessiye  ag^s 
haye  been  employed ! 

Of  the  P^uraphrase  on  Isaiah  nothing  very  fayourable 
can  be  said.  Sublime  and  solemn  prose  gains  little  by  a 
ehaoge  to  blank  yerse;  and  the  paraphrast  has  deserted 
his  origiaal,  by  admitting  images  not  Asiatick,  at  least  not 
Judaical: 

Returning  peace, 
Dove-ey'd,  and  rob'd  in  white. 

Of  hia  petty  poems,  some  are  Very  trittng,  without  any 
thing  to  be  praised,  either  in  th^  thought  or  expression. 
He  is  unlucky  in  his  competitions ;  he  tells  the  same  idle 
tde  with  Ckmgreye,  and  does  not  tell  it  so  well.  He 
trandates  firom  Oyid  the  same  epistle  as  Pope ;  but,  I  am 
afraid,  not  with  equal  hapfnness. 

To  examine  his  perfbraanees,  one  by  one,  would  be 
tedious*  His  translation  firom  Homer  into  Uanh  yerse 
will  find  few  readers,  while  another  can  be  had  in  rhykaa. 
The  piMe  addressed  to  Lamhaicdo  u  jfto  disagreeable  sper 
cimen  of  epistolary  poetry ;  and  hii  ode  to  the  lord  Grower 
was  pronouaced,  by  Pope,  the  next  ode  in  the  ^gliah 
language  to  Drydeu's  Cecilia.  Fenton  may  be  justly 
styled  an  excelleot  yeraifier  and. a  good  poet 

Whateyer  I  haye  said  of  Fenton  is  confirmed  by  Pope 
in  a  letter,  by  which  he  commui^cated  to  Broome  an  ao>- 
douot  of  his.  death : 
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TO 

The  Rev**.  Mr.  BROOME, 
At  PuLHAM,  near  Harlbstone 

Nor 
[By  Begclbs  Bag.]         Suffolke 

lysiR, 

I  intended  to  write  to  you  on  thii^  melancholy  subject, 
the  death  of  Mr.  Fenton,  before  y"  came ;  but  stay'd  to 
have  informed  myself  &  yon  of  y*  circumstanced  of  it 
All  I  hear  is,  that  he  felt  a  Gradual  Decay,  tho'  so  early 
in  life,  8c  was  declining  for  5  or  6  months.  It  was  not, 
as  I  apprehended,  the  Gout  in  his  Stomach,  but  I  believe 
rather  a  Complication  first  of  Gross  Humours,  as  he  was 
naturally  corpulent,  not  discharging  themselves,  as  he  used 
no  sort  of  Exercise.  No  man  better  bore  y*  approaches 
of  his  Dissolution  (as  I  am  told)  or  with  less  ostentation 
yielded  up  his  Being.  The  great  modesty  w""^  you  know 
was  natural  to  him,  and  y^  great  Contempt  he  Imd  for  all 
Sorts  of  Vanity  and  Parade,  never  appeared  more  than  in 
his  last  moments:  He  had  a  conscious  Satisfaction  (no 
doubt)  in  acting  right,  in  feeling  himself  honest,  true,  & 
unpretending  to  more  than  was  his  own.  So  he  dyed,  as 
he  lived,  with  that  secret,  yet  sufficient.  Contentment. 

As  to  any  Papers  left  behind  him,  I  dare  say  they  can 
be  but  few ;  for  this  reason :  He  never  wrote  out  of  Vanity, 
or  thought  much  of  the  Applause  of  Men.  I  know  an 
Instance  where  he  did  his  utmost  to  conceal  his  own  merit 
that  way ;  and  if  we  join  to  this  his  natural  Love  of  Ease, 
I  fancy  we  must  expect  little  of  this  sort :  at  least  I  hear  of 
none  except  some  few  further  remarks  on  Waller  (w^'  his 
cautious  integrity  made  him  leave  an  order  to  be  given'  to 
Mr.  Tonson)  and  perhaps,  tho'  'tis  many  years  since  I  saw 
it,  a  Translation  of  y*  first  Book  of  Oppian.  He  had  begun 
a  Tragedy  of  Dion,  but  made  small  progress  in  it. 

As  to  his  other  affairs,  he  died  poor,  but  honest,  leaving 
no  Debts,  or  Legacies ;  except  of  a  few  p"^  to  M<r.  Trum* 
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bull  and  my  Lady,  in  token  of  respect.  Gratefulness,  and 
mntoal  Estoem. 

I  shall  with  pleasure  take  npon  me  to  draw  this  amiable, 
quiet,  deserving,  unpretending,  Christian  and  Philosophical 
character,  in  his  Epitaph.  There  Truth  may  be  spoken  in 
a  few  words :  as  for  Flourish,  &  Oratory,  &  Poetry,  I  leave 
them  to  younger  and  more  lively  Writers,  such  as  love 
writing  for  writing  sake,  &  w^  rather  show  their  own  Fine 
Parts,  y''  Report  the  valuable  ones  of  any  other  man.  So 
the  Elegy  I  renounce. 

I  condole  with  you  from  my  heart,  on  the  loss  of  so 
worthy  a  man,  and  a  Friend  to  us  both.  Now  he  is  gone, 
I  must  tell  you  he  has  done  you  many  a  good  oflSce,  and 
set  your  character  in  y*  fairest  light,  to  some  who  either 
mistook  you,  or  knew  you  not.  I  doubt  not  he  has  done 
the  same  for  me. 

Adieu :  Let  us  love  his  Memory,  and  profit  by  his  ex- 
ample.    I  am  very  sincerely 

IK  Sir, 

Your  affectionate 

fc  real  Servant, 

A.  POPK. 

Aug.  29*  1730. 
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John  Gay,  descended  from  an  old  family  that  had  been 
long  in  possession  of  the  manor  of  ^  Goldworthy  in  Devon- 
shire, was  born  in  1668,  at  or  near  Barnstaple,  where  he 
was  educated  by  Mr.  Luck,  who  taught  the  school  of  that 
town  with  good  reputation,  and,  a  little  before  be  retired 
from  it.  published  a  volume  of  Latin  and  English  verses. 
Under  such  a  master  he  was  likely  to  form  a  taste  for 
poetry.  Being  bom  without  prospect  of  hereditary  riches, 
he  was  sent  to  London  in  his  youth,  and  placed  apprentice 
to  a  silkmercer. 

How  long  he  continued  behind  the  counter,  or  with  what 
degree  of  softness  and  dexterity  he  received  and  accommo^ 
dated  the  ladies,  as  he  probably  took  no  delight  in  telling 
it,  is  not  known.  The  report  is,  that  he  was  soon  weary  of 
either  the  restraint  or  servility  of  his  occupation,  and  easily 
persuaded  his  master  to  discharge  him. 

The  dutchess  of  Monmouth,  remarkable  for  inflexible 
perseverance  in  her  demand  to  be  treated  as  a  princess,  in 
1712  took  Gay  into  her  service  as  secretary :  by  quitting  a 
shop  for  such  service,  he  might  gain  leisure,  but  he  cer- 
tainly advanced  little  in  the  boast  of  independence.  Of 
his  leisure  he  made  so  good  use,  that  he  published,  next 
year,  a  poem  on  Rural  Sports,  and  inscribed  it  to  Mr.  Pope, 
who  was  then  rising  fast  into  reputation.  Pope  was  pleased 
with  the  honour ;  and  when  he  became  aequainted  with 
Gay,  found  such  attractions  in  his  manners  and  conversa- 
tion, that  he  seems  to  have  received  him  into  his  inmost 
confidence;  and  a  friendship  was  formed  between  them 
which  lasted  to  their  separation  by  death,  without  any 
known  abatement  on  either  part.  Gay  was  the  general 
favourite  of  the  whole  association  of  wits ;  but  they  re- 

'  Goldworthy  docs  not  appear  in  the  Villare.  Dr.  J. — Holdsworthy  is  pro- 
bably meant. 
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guarded  him  as  a  playfellow  rather  tbaa  a  paHner,  and 
treated  bin  with  more  fondoess  than  respect. 

Next  year  he  published  the  Shepherd's  Week,  six  Eog- 
lish  pastorals,  in  which  the  images  are  drawn  from  real 
life,  such  as  it  appears  among  the  rosticks  ia  parts  of 
England  remote  from  London.  Steele,  in  some  papers  of 
the  Guardian  had  praised  Ambrose  Philips,  as  the  paste* 
ral  writer  that  yielded  only  to  Theocritus,  Virgil,  and  Spen* 
ser.  Pope,  wbo  had  also  published  pastorals,  not  pleased 
to  be  overlooked,  drew  up  a  comparison  of  his  own  oom-* 
positions  with  those  of  Philips,  Ib  which  he  ooTertly  gave 
himself  the  preference,  while  he  seemed  to  disown  it.  Not 
content  with  this^  he  is  supposed  to  hare  incited  Gray  to 
write  the  Shepherd's  Week,  to  show/ that  if  it  be  neees-* 
sary  to  copy  nature  with  minuteness,  rural  Kfe  must  be 
exhibited  such  as  grossness  and  ignorance  have  made  iU 
So  far  the  plan  was  feasonable ;  but  the  pastorals  are  in^ 
troduced  by  a  Proem,  written  with  such  imitation  as  they 
could  attain  of  obsolete  language,  and,  by  consaqueQce,  ia 
a  style  that  was  never  spoken  nor  written  in  any  age,  or  in 
any  place. 

But  the  effect  of  reality  and  truth  became  conqrieuous, 
even  when  the  intention  was  to  show  them  grovelling  and 
degraded.  These  pastorals  became  popular,  and  were 
read  with  delight,  as  just  representations  of  rural  manners 
and  occupations,  by  those  who  had  no  interest  in  the  rivalry 
of  the  poets,  nor  knowledge  of  the  critical  dispute. 

In  1718  be  brought  a  comedy,  called  the  Wife  of  Bath, 
upon  the  stage,  but  it  received  no  apphose  i  he  printed  it, 
however,  and  seventeen  years  after,  having  altered  it,  and, 
as  he  thought,  adapted  it  more  to  the  pubUck  taste,  he  of- 
fered it  again  to  the  town ;  but,  though  he  was  flushed 
with  the  success  of  the  Beggars'  Opera,  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  see  it  again  rejected. 

In  the  last  year  of  queen  Anne's  life.  Gay  was  made  se- 
cretary to  the  eari  of  Clarendon,  ambassador  to  the  court  of 
Hanover.  This  was  a  station  that  naturally  gave  him  hopes 
of  kindness  from  every  party;  but  the  queen's  death  put 
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an  end  to  her  favours,  and  he  had  dedicated  his  Shepherd's 
Week  to  Bolingbroke,  which  Swift  considered  as  the  crime 
that  obstructed  all  kindness  from  the  house  of  Hanover. 

He  did  not,  however,  omit  to  improve  the  right  which 
hb  office  had  given  him  to  the  notice  of  the  royal  family. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  princess  of  Wales,  he  wrote  a  poem, 
and  obtained  so  much  favour,  that  both  the  prince  and  prin- 
cess went  to  see  his  What  d'ye  call  it,  a  kind  of  mock 
tragedy,  in  which  the  images  were  comick,  and  the  action 
grave ;  so  that,  as  Pope  relates,  Mr.  Cromwell,  who  could 
not  hear  what  was  said,  was  at  a  loss  how  to  reconcile  the 
laughter  of  the  audience  with  the  solemnity  of  the  scene. 

Of  this  performance  the  value  certainly  is  but  little ;  but 
it  was  one  of  the  lucky  trifles  that  give  pleasure  by  no- 
velty, and  was  so  much  favoured  by  the  audience,  that 
envy  appeared  against  it  in  the  form  of  criticism ;  and 
Griffin,  a  player,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Theobald,  a  man 
afterwards  more  remarkable,  produced  a  pamphlet,  called 
the  Key  to  the  What  d'ye  call  it ;  which,  says  Gay,  "  calls 
me  a  blockhead,  and  Mr.  Pope  a  knave." 

But  fortune  has  always  been  inconstant.  Not  long 
afterwards,  1717,  he  endeavoured  to  entertain  the  town 
with  Three  Hours  after  Marriage ;  a  comedy  written,  as 
there  is  sufficient  reason  for  believing,  by  the  joint  assist- 
ance of  Pope  and  Arbuthnot.  One  purpose  of  it  was  to 
bring  into  contempt  Dr.  Woodward,  the  fossilist,  a  man 
not  really  or  justly  contemptible.  It  had  the  fate  which 
such  outrages  deserve:  the  sceiie  in  which  Woodward 
was  directly  and  apparently  ridiculed,  by  the  introduction 
of  a  mummy  and  a  crocodile,  disgusted  the  audience,  and 
the  performance  was  driven  off  the  stage  with  general  con- 
demnation. 

Gay  is  represented  as  a  man  easily  incited  to  hope,  and 
deeply  depressed  when  his  hopes  were  disappointed. 
This  is  not  the  character  of  a  hero ;  but  it  may  naturally 
imply  something  more  generally  welcome,  a  soft  and  civil 
companion.  Whoever  is  apt  to  hope  good  from  others  is 
diligent  to  please  them :  but  he  that  believes  his  powers 
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strong  enough  to  force  their  own  way,  commonly  tries  only 
to  please  himself. 

He  had  been  simple  enough  to  imagine  that  those  who 
laughed  at  the  What  d*ye  call  it,  would  raise  the  fortune  of 
its  author ;  and,  finding  nothing  done,  sunk  into  dejection. 
His  friends  endeavoured  to  divert  him.  The  earl  of  Bur- 
lington sent  him,  171A,  into  Devonshire ;  the  year  after, 
Ifr.  Pulteney  took  him  to  Aix  ;  and,  in  the  following  year, 
lord  Harcourt  invited  him  to  his  seat,  where,  during  his 
visit,  the  two  rural  lovers  were  killed  with  lightning,  as  b 
particularly  told  in  Pope's  letters. 

Being  now  j^enerally  known,  he  published,  1720,  his 
poems,  by  subscription,  with  such  success,  that  he  raised  a 
thousand  pounds ;  and  called  his  friends  to  a  consultation, 
what  use  might  be  best  made  of  it.  Lewis,  the  steward  of 
lord  Oxford,  advised  him  to  intrust  it  to  the  funds,  and 
live  upon  the  interest;  Arbnthnot  bade  him  intrust  it  to 
providence,  and  live  upon  the  principal ;  Pope  directed 
him,  and  was  seconded  by  Swift,  to  purchase  an  annuity. 

Gray,  in  that  disastrous  year^  had  a  present  from  young 
Craggs  of  some  south-sea  stock,  and  once  supposed  him- 
self to  be  master  of  twenty  thousand  pounds.  His  friends 
persuaded  him  to  sell  his  share ;  but  he  dreamed  of  dignity 
and  splendour,  and  could  not  bear  to  obstruct  his  own  for- 
tune. He  was  then  importuned  to  sell  as  much  as  would 
purchase  a  hundred  a  year  for  life,  "which,"  says  Fenton, 
*'  will  make  you  sure  of  a  clean  shirt  and  a  shoulder  of  mut- 
ton every  day.''  This  counsel  was  rejected :  the  profit  and 
principal  were  lost,  and  Gay  sunk  under  the  calamity  so 
low  that  his  life  became  in  danger. 

By  the  care  of  his  friends,  among  whom  Pope  appears 
to  have  shown  particular  tenderness,  his  health  was  re- 
stored ;  and,  returning  to  his  studies,  he  wrote  a  tragedy, 
called  the  Captives,  which  he  was  invited  to  read  before 
the  princess  of  Wales.  When  the  hour  came,  he  saw  the 
princess  and  her  ladies  all  in  expectation,  and  advancing 

f  Spence. 
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with  reverence,  too  great  for  any  other  attention,  stumbled 
at  a  stool,  and  falling  forward  threw  down  a  weighty 
japan  screen.  The  princess  started,  the  ladies  screamed, 
and  poor  Gay,  after  all  the  disturbance,  was  still  to  read 
his  play*. 

-  The  fate  of  the  Captives,  which  was  acted  at  Drury- 
lane  in  1723-4,  I  know  not^;  but  he  now  thought  himself 
in  favour,  and  undertook,  1726,  to  write  a  volume  of  fables 
for  the  improvement  of  the  young  duke  of  Cumberland. 
For  this  he  is  said  to  have  been  promised  a  reward,  which 
he  had,  doubtless,  magnified  with  all  the  wild  expectations 
of  indigence  and  vanity. 

'  Next  year  the  prince  and  princess  became  king  and 
queen,  and  Gay  was  to  be  great  and  happy ;  but,  upon  the 
settlement  of  the  household,  he  found  himself  appomted 
gentleman  usher  to  the  princess  Louisa.  By  this  offer  he 
thought  himself  insulted,  and  sent  a  message  to  the  queen, 
that  he  was  too  old  for  the  place.  There  seem  to  have 
been  many  machinations  employed  afterwards  in  his  fa- 
vour ;  and  diligent  court  was  paid  to  Mrs.  Howard,  after- 
wards countess  of  Suffolk,  who  was  much  beloved  by  the 
king  and  queen,  to  engage  her  interest  for  his  promotion; 
but  solicitations,  verses,  and  flatteries,  were  thrown  away; 
the  lady  heard  them,  and  did  nothing. 

All  the  pain  which  he  suffered  from  the  neglect,  or,  as 
he,  perhaps,  termed  it,  the  ingratitude  of  the  court,  may  be 
supposed  to  have  been  driven  away  by  the  unexampled 
success  of  the  Beggars'  Opera.  This  play,  written  in  ridi- 
cule of  the  musical  Italian  drama,  was  first  offered  to  Cib- 
ber  and  his  brethren  at  DruryJane,  and  rejected ;  it  being 
then  carried  to  Rich,  had  the  effect,  as  was  ludicrously 
said,'  of  making  Gay  rich,  and  Rich  gay. 

Of  this  lucky  piece,  as  the  reader  cannot  but  wish  to 

f  This  mishap  of  Gay's  is  said  to  have  suggested  the  story  of  the  scholar's 
bashfulness  in  the  157th  Rambler ;  and  to  similar  stories  in  the  Adventurer  and 
Repton's  Variety.    Ed. 

^  It  was  acted  seven  nights.  The  author's  third  night  was  by  command  of 
their  royal  highnesses.    R. 
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know  die  original  and  progress,  I  liave  inserted  the  rela- 
tion which  Spence  has  given  in  Pope's  words. 

''  Dr«  Swift  had  been  observing  once  to  Mi,  Gaj,  what 
an  odd  pretty  sort  of  a  thing  a  Newgate  pastoral  might 
make.  Gay  was  inclined  to  try  at  such  a  thing,  for  some 
time;  but  i^terwards  thought  it  would  be  better  to  write  a 
comedy  on  the  same  plan.  This  was  what  gave  rise  to  the 
Beggiurs'  Opera.  He  began  on  it;  and  when  first  he 
mentioned  it  to  Swift,  the  doctor  did  not  much  like  the 
project.  As  he  carried  it  on,  he  showed  what  he  wrote  to 
both  of  us,  and  we  now  and  then  g^ve  a  correction,  or  a^ 
word  or  two  of  advice ;  but  it  was  wholly  of  his  own  writing. 
When  it  was  done,  neither  of  us  thought  it  would  jsqc- 
ceed.  We  showed  it  to  Congreve ;  who,  after  reading  it 
over,  said,  it  would  either  take  greatly,  or  be  damned  con- 
foundedly. We  were  all,  at  the  first  night  of  it,  in  great  un- 
certainty of  the  event;  till  we  were  very  much  encouraged 
by  overhearing  the  duke  of  Argyle,  who  sat  in  the  next 
box  to  Qs,  say,  '  It  will  do — it  must  do !  I  see  it  in  the 
eyes  of  them.'  This  was  a  good  while  before  the  first  act 
was  over,  and  so  gave  us  ease  soon  ;  for  that  duke,  besides 
his  own  good  taste,  has  a  particular  knack,  as  any  one 
now  living,  in  discovering  the  taste  of  the  publick.  He 
was  quite  right  in  this,  as  usual ;  the  good-nature  of  the  au- 
dience appeared  stronger  and  stronger  every  act,  and  ended 
in  a  clamour  of  applause." 

Its  reception  is  thus  recorded  in  the  notes  to  the  Dun- 
ciad. 

^'  This  piece  was  received  with  greater  applause  than 
was  ever  known.  Besides  being  acted  in  London  sixty- 
three  days.  Without  interruption,  and  renewed  the  next 
season  with  equal  applause,  it  spread  into  all  the  great 
towns  of  England ;  was  played  in  many  places  to  the  thir- 
tieth and  fortieth  time ;  at  Bath  and  Bristol  fifty,  &c.  It 
made  its  progress  into  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland^  where 
it  was  performed  twenty-four  days  successively.  The  ladies 
tmciied  about  with  them  the  favourite  songs  of  it  in  fans, 
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and  hoQses  were  furnished  with  it  in  screens.  The  fame 
of  it  was  not  confined  to  the  author  only.  The  person  who 
acted  Polly,  till  then  obscure,  became,  all  at  once,  the  fa- 
vourite of  the  town ;  her  pictures  were  engraved,  and  sold 
in  great  numbers ;  her  life  written,  books  of  letters  and 
verses  to  her  published,  and  pamphlets  made  even  of  her 
sayings  and  jests.  Furthermore,  it  drove  out  of  England, 
for  that  season,  the  Italian  opera,  which  had  carried  all 
before  it  for  ten  years." 

Of  this  performance,  when  it  was  printed,  the  reception' 
was  difi^erent,  according  to  the  different  opinion  of  its  read- 
ers. Swift  commended  it  for  the  excellence  of  its  mo- 
rality, as  a  piece  that  ''  placed  all  kinds  of  vice  in  the 
strongest  and  most  odious  light ;''  but  others,  and  among 
them  Dr.  Herring,  afterwards  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
censured  it,  as  giving  encouragement  not  only  to  vice,  but 
to  cnmes,  by  nfaking  a  highwayman  the  hero,  and  dis- 
missing liim,  at  last,  unpunished.  It  has  been  even  said,- 
that,  after  the  exhibition  of  the  Beggars'  Opera,  the  gangs 
of  robbers  were  evidently  multiplied. 

Both  these  decisions  are  surely  exaggerated.  The  play, 
like  many  others,  was  plainly  written  only  to  divert,  with- 
out any  moral  purpose,  and  is,  therefore,  not  likely  to  do 
good ;  nor  can  it  be  conceived,  without  more  speculation 
than  life  requires  or  admits,  to  be  productive  of  much 
evil.  Highwaymen  and  housebreakers  seldom  frequent 
the  playhouse,  or  mingle  in  any  elegant  diversion ;  nor  is 
it  possible  for  any  one  to  imagine  that  he  may  rob  with 
safety,  because  he  sees  Macheath  reprieved  upon  the 
stage. 

This  objection,  however,  or  some  other,  rather  political 
than  moral,  obtained  such  prevalence,  that  when  Gay  pro- 
duced a  second  part,  under  the  name  of  Polly,  it  was  pro- 
hibited by  the  lord  chamberlain ;  and  he  was  forced  to  re- 
compense his  repulse  by  a  subscription,  which  is  said  to 
have  been  so  liberally  bestowed,  that  what  he  called  op- 
pression ended  in  profit.     The  publication  was  so  much 
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faYOQred,  that  though  the  first  part  gained  him  four  hun- 
dred pounds,  near  thrice  as  much  was  the  profit  of  the 
second  ^ 

He  received  yet  another  recompense  for  this  supposed 
hardship  in  the  afiectionate  attention  of  the  duke  and 
dutchess  of  Queensberry,  into  whose  house  he  was  taken, 
and  with  whom  he  passed  the  remaining  part  of  his  life. 
The  duke,  considering  his  want  of  economy,  undertook 
the  management  of  his  money,  and  gave  it  to  him  as  he 
wanted  it^.  But  it  is  supposed  that  the  discountenance  of 
the  court  sunk  deep  into  his  heart,  and  gave  him  more 
discontent  than  the  applauses  or  tenderness  of  his  friends 
could  overpower.  He  soon  fell  into  his  old  distemper, 
an  habitual  colick,  and  languished,  though  with  many  in- 
tervals of  ease  and  cheerfulness,  till  a  violent  fit,  at  last, 
seized  him,  and  hurried  him  to  the  grave,  as  Arbuthnot  re- 
ported, with  more  precipitance  than  he  had  ever  known. 
He  died  on  the  fourth  of  December,  1732,  and  was  buried 
in  Westminster  Abbey.  The  letter,  which  brought  an  ac- 
count of  his  death  to  Swift,  was  laid  by,  for  some  days, 
unopened,  because,  when  he  received  it,  he  was  impressed 
with  the  preconception  of  some  misfortune. 

After  his  death,  was  published  a  second  volume  of  fables, 
more  political  than  the  former.  His  opera  of  Achilles  was 
acted,  and  the  profits  were  given  to  two  widow  sisters, 
who  inherited  what  he  left,  as  his  lawful  heirs ;  for  he  died 
without  a  will,  though  he  had  gathered  three  thousand 
pounds'.  There  have  appeared,  likewise,  under  his  name, 
a  comedy,  called  the  Distrest  Wife,  and  the  Rehearsal  at 
Gotham,  a  piece  of  humour. 

The  character  given  him  by  Pope  is  this,  that  '*  he  was 
a  natural  man,  without  design,  who  spoke  what  he  thought, 
and  just  as  he  thought  it;"  and  th^t  "  he  was  of  a  timid 
temper,  and  fearful  of  giving  offence  to  the  great;" 
"which  caution,  however,"  says  Pope,  **  was  of  no  avail"*." 

As  a  poet,  he  cannot  be  rated  very  high.     He  was,  as  I 

»  Spence.  ^  Ibid.  •  Ibid.  •  Ibid. 
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once  heard  a  female  critick  remark,  **  of  a  lower  order.'' 
He  had  not  in  any  great  degree  the  '^  mens  divimor,*'  the 
dignity  of  genius.  Much,  however,  must  be  allowed  to 
the  author  of  a  new  species  of  composition,  though  it  be 
,  not  of  the  highest  kind*  We  owe  to  Gay  the  ballad  opera ; 
a  mode  of  comedy  which,  at  first,  was  supposed  to  delight 
only  by  its  novelty,  but  has  now,  by-  the  experience  of  half 
a  century,  been  found  so  well  accommodated  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  a  popular  audience,  that  it  is  likely  to  keep  long 
possession  of  the  stage.  Whether  this  new  drama  was  the 
product  of  judgment  or  of  luck,  the  praise  of  it  must  be 
given  to  the  inventor;  and  there  are  many  writers  read 
with  more  reverence,  to  whom  such  merit  of  originality 
cannot  be  attributed. 

His  first  performance,  the  Rural  Sports,  is  such  as  was 
easily  planned  and  executed ;  it  is  never  contemptible,  nor 
ever  excellent.  The  Fan  is  one  of  those  mythological 
fictions  which  antiquity  delivers  ready  to  the  hand,  but 
which,  like  other  things  that  lie  open  to  every  one's  use, 
are  of  little  value.  The  attention  nflturally  retires  from  a 
new  tale  of  Venus,  Diana,  and  Minerva. 

His  fables  seem  to  have  been  a  favourite  work ;  for, 
having  published  one  volume,  he  left  atM)ther  behind  him. 
Of  this  kind  of  fables,  the  authors  do  not  appear  to  have 
formed  any  distinct  or  settled  notion.  Phsefdrus  evidently 
confounds  them  with  tales ;  and  Gay,  both  with  tales  and 
allegorical  prosopopoeias.  A  fable,  or  apologue,  such  as 
is  now  under  consideration,  seems  to  be,  in  its  genuine 
state,  a  narrative  in  which  beings  irrational,  and,  some- 
times, inanimate,  "  arbores  loquuntur,  non  tantnm  ferae," 
are,  for  the  purpose  of  moral  instruction,  feigned  to  act 
and  speak  with  human  interests  and  passions.  To  this 
description  the  compositions  of  Gay  do  not  always  con- 
form. For  a  fable,  he  gives,  now  and  then,  a  tale,  or  an 
abstracted  allegory;  and,  from  some,  by  whatever  name 
they  may  be  called,  it  will  be  difficult  to  extract  any  moral 
principle.  They  are,  however,  told  with  liveliness;  the 
versification  is  smooth ;  and  the  diction,  though,  now  and 
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then^  a  little  constrained  by  the  measore  or  the  rhyme,  is 
generally  happy. 

To  Trivia  may  be  allowed  all  that  it  claims;  it  is 
sprightly,  various,  and  pleasant.  The  subject  is  of  that 
kind  which  Gay  was,  by  nature,  qualified  to  adorn ;  yet 
some  of  his  decorations  may  be  justly  wished  away.  An 
honest  blacksmith  might  have  done  for  Patty  what  is  per* 
formed  by  Vulcan.  The  appearance  of  Cloacina  is  nau- 
seous and  superfluous;  a  shoeboy  could  have  been  pro- 
duced by  the  casual  cohabitation  of  mere  mortals.  Ho- 
race's rule  is  broken  in  both  cases;  there  is  no  "dignus 
vindice  nodus,"  no  difficulty  that  required  any  supernatural 
interposition.  A  patten  may  be  made  by  the  hammer  of  a 
mortal ;  and  a  bastard  may  be  dropped  by  a  human  stnun- 
pet.  On  great  occasions,  and  on  small,  the  mind  is  re- 
pelled by  useless  and  apparent  falsehood. 

Of  his  little  poems  the  publick  judgment  seems  to  be 
right;  they  are  neither  much  esteemed,  nor  totally  de- 
spised. The  story  of  the  Apparition  is  borrowed  from  one 
of  the  tales  of  Poggio.  Those  that  please  least  are  the 
pieces  to  which  Gulliver  gave  occasion ;  for  who  can  much 
delight  in  the  echo  of  an  unnatural  fiction  ? 

Dioue  is  a  counterpart  to  Aminta,  and  Pastor  Fido, 
and  other  trifles  of  the  same  kind,  easily  imitated,  and 
unworthy  of  imitation.  What  the  Italians  call  comedies, 
from  a  happy  conclusion.  Gay  calls  a  tragedy,  from  a 
mournful  event ;  but  the  style  of  the  Italians  and  of  Gay 
is  equally  tragical.  There  is  something  in  the  poetical 
Arcadia  so  remote  from  known  reality  and  speculative 
possibility,  that  we  can  never  support  its  representation 
through  a  long  work.  A  pastoral  of  a  hundred  lines  may 
be  endured ;  but  who  will  hear  of  sheep  and  goats,  and 
myrtle  bowers,  and  purling  rivulets,  through  five  acts? 
Such  scenes  please  barbarians  in  the  dawn  of  literature, 
and  children  in  the  dawn  of  life ;  but  will  be,  for  the  most 
part,  thrown  away,  as  men  grow  wise,  and  nations  grow 
learned. 
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Of  George  Granville,  or,  as  others  write,  Greenville,  or 
Grenville,  afterwards  lord  Lansdowne,  of  Bideford,  in  the 
county  of  Devon,  less  is  known  than  his  name  and  high 
rank  might  give  reason  to  expect.  .He  was  born  about 
16(57,  the  son  of  Bernard  Qrreenville,  who  was  entrusted, 
by  Monk,  with  the  most  private  transactions  of  the  re- 
storation, and  the  grandson  of  sir  Bevil  Greenville,  who 
died,  in  the  king's  cause,  at  the  battle  of  Lansdowne. 

His  early  education  was  superintended  by  sir  William 
Ellis ;  and  his  progress  was  such,  that,  before  the  age  of 
twelve,  he  was  sent  to  Cambridge  ",  wKere  he  pronounced 
a  copy  of  his  own  verses  to  the  princess  Mary  d'Este,  of 
Modena,  then  dutchess  of  York,  when  she  visited  the  uni- 
versity. 

At  the  accession  of  king  James,  being  now  at  eighteen, 
he  again  exerted  his  poetical  powers,  and  addressed  the 
new  monarch  in  three  short  pieces,  of  which  the  first  is 
profane,  and  the  two  others  such  as  a  boy  might  be  ex- 
pected to  produce ;  bat  he  was  commended  by  old  Waller, 
who,  perhaps,  was  pleased  to  find  himself  imitated,  in  six 
lines,  which  though  they  begin  with  nonsense  and  end  with 
dulness,  excited  in  the  young  anther  a  rapture  of  acknow- 
ledgment. 

In  numbers  such  as  Waller's  self  might  use. 

It  was  probably  about  this  time  that  he  wrote  the  poem 
to  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  upon  his  accomplishment  of 
the  duke  of  York's  marriage  with  the  princess  of  Modena, 
whose  charms  appear  to  have  gained  a  strong  prevalence 


"  To  Trinity  college.  By  the  university  register  it  appears,  that  he  was  ad< 
mitted  to  his  master's  degree  in  1679 ;  we  must,  therefore,  set  the  year  of  his 
birth  some  years  back.    H. 
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over  his  imagination,  and  upon  whom  nothing  ever  has 
been  charged  but  impradent  piety,  an  intemperate  and 
misguided  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  popery. 

However  faithful  Granville  might  have  been  to  the  king, 
or  however  enamoured  of  the  queen,  he  has  left  no  reason 
for  supposing  that  he  approved  either  the  artifices  or  the 
violence  with  which  the  king's  religion  was  insinuated  or* 
obtruded.  He  endeavoured  to  be  true,  at  once,  to  the  king 
and  to  the  church. 

Of  this  regulated  loyalty  he  has  transmitted  to  posterity 
a  sufficient  proof,  in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  his  father, 
about  a  month  before  the  prince  of  Orange  landed. 

"  Mar,  near  Doncaster,  Oct.  6,  1688. 

''  To  the  honourable  Mr.  Barnard  Granville,  at  the  earl  of 
Bathe's,  St.  James's. 
"  Sir, 

*'  Your  having  no  prospect  of  obtaining  a  commission  for 
me,  can  no  way  alter  or  cool  my  desire  at  this  important 
juncture  to  venture  my  life,  in  some  manner  or  other,  for 
my  king  and  my  country. 

**  I  cannot  bear  living  under  the  reproach  of  lying  ob- 
scure and  idle  in  a  country  retirement,  when  every  man 
who  has  the  least  sense  of  honour  should  be  preparing  for 
the  field. 

'*  You  may  remember,  sir,  with  what  reluctance  I  sub- 
mitted to  your  co\nmands  upon  Monmouth's  rebellion, 
when  no  importunity  could  prevail  with  you  to  permit  me 
to  leave  the  academy :  I  was  too  young  to  be  hazarded ; 
but,  give  me  leave  to  say,  it  is  glorious  at  any  age  to  die 
for  one's  country ;  and  the  sooner,  the  nobler  the  sacrifice. 

''  I  am  now  older  by  three  years.  My  uncle  Bathe  was 
not  so  old  when  he  was  left  among  the  slain  at  the  battle 
of  Newbury ;  nor  you  yourself,  sir,  when  you  made  your 
escape  from  your  tutors,  to  join  your  brother  at  the  de- 
fence of  Scilly. 

"  The  same  cause  is  now  come  round  about  again.  The 
king  has  been  misled ;  let  those  who  have  misled  him  be 
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answerable  for  it.  Nobody  can  deny  but  he  is  sacred  in 
his  own  person ;  and  it  is  every  honest  man's  dnty  to  de- 
fend it. 

**  Yon  are  pleased  .to  say,  it  is  yet  doubtful  if  the  Hol- 
landers are  rash  enough  to  make  such  an  attempt ;  but,  be 
that  as  it  will,  I  beg  leave  to  insist  upon  it,  that  I  may  be 
presented  to  his  majesty,  as  one  whose  utmost  ambition  it 
is  to  devote  his  life  to  his  service,  and  my  country's,  after 
the  example  of  all  my  ancestors. 

"  The  gentry  assembled  at  York,  to  agree  upon  the  choice 
of  representatives  for  the  county,  have  prepared  an  ad- 
dress, to  assure  his  majesty  they  are  ready  to  sacrifice  their 
lives  and  fortunes  for  him  upon  this  and  all  other  occasions ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  they  humbly  beseech  him  to  give 
them  such  magistrates  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws  of 
the  land ;  for,  at  present,  there  is  no  authority  to  which  they 
can  legally  submit. 

''  They  have  been  beating  up  for  volunteers  at  York, 
and  the  towns  adjacent,  to  supply  the  regiments  at  Hull ; 
but  nobody  will  list. 

"  By  what  I  can  hear,  every  body  wishes  well  to  the 
king ;  but  they  would  be  glad  his  minbters  were  hanged. 

''  The  winds  continue  so  contrary,  that  no  landing  can 
be  so  soon  as  was  apprehended;  therefore  I  may  hope, 
with  your  leave  and  assistance,  to  be  in  readiness  before 
any  action  can  begin.  I  beseech  you,  sir,  most  humbly 
and  most  earnestly,  to  add  this  one  act  of  indulgence  more 
to  so  many  other  testimonies  which  I  have  constantly  re- 
ceived of  your  goodness ;  and  be  pleased  to  believe  me 
always,  with  the  utmost  duty  and  submission,  sir, 
**  Your  most  dutiful  son, 

^*  and  most  obedient  servant, 

*'  Geo.  Granville." 

Through  the  whole  reign  of  king  William  he  is  supposed 
to  have  lived  in  literary'  retirement,  and  indeed  had,  for 
some  time,  few  other  pleasures  but  those,  of  study  in  his 
power.     He  was,  as  the  biographers  observe,  the  younger 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GRANVILLE.  75 

SOD  of  a  younger  brother ;  a  denominatioQ  by  which  oar 
ancestors  proverbially  expressed  the  lowest  state  of  penury 
and  dependence.  He  is  said,  however,  to  have  preserved 
himself  at  this  time  from  disgrace  and  difficulties  by  eco- 
nomy, which  he  forgot  or  neglected  in  life  more  advanced, 
and  in  better  fortune. 

About  this  time  he  became  enamoured  of  the  countess 
of  Newburgh,  whom  he  has  celebrated  with  so  much  ardour 
by  the  name  of  Mira.  He  wrote  verses  to  her,  before  he 
was  three-and- twenty,  and  may  be  forgiven  if  he  regarded 
the  face  more  than  the  mind.  Poets  are  sometimes  in  too 
much  haste  to  praise. 

In  the  time  of  his  retirement  it  is  probable  that  he  com- 
posed his  dramatick  pieces,  the  She-Gallants,  acted  1G96, 
which  he  revised,  and  called  Once  a  Lover  and  always  a 
Lover;  the  Jew  of  Venice,  altered  from  Shakespeare's  Mer- 
chant of  Venice,  1696;  Heroick  Love,  a  tragedy,  1701; 
the  British  Enchanters,  1706,  a  dramatick  poem;  and 
Peleus  and  Thetis,  a  mask,  written  to  accompany  the  Jew 
of  Venice. 

The  comedies,  which  he  has  not  printed  in  his  own  edi- 
tion of  his  works,  I  never  saw;  Once  a  Lover  and  always  a 
Lover,  is  said  to  be,  in  a  great  degree,  indecent  and  gross. 
Granville  could  not  admire  without  bigotry ;  he  copied  the 
wrong,  as  well  as  the  Tight,  from  his  masters,  and  may  be 
supposed  to  have  learned  obscenity  from  Wycherley",  as  he 
learned  mythology  from  Waller. 

In  his  Jew  of  Venice,  as  Rowe  remarks,  the  character 
of  Shylock  is  made  comick,  and  we  are  prompted  to  laugh- 
ter, instead  of  detestation. 

It  is  evident  that  Heroick  Love  was  written,  and  pre- 
sented on  the  stage,  before  the  death  of  Dry  den.  It  is  a 
mythoh)gical  tragedy,  upon  the  love  of  Agamemnon  and 
Chryseis,  and,  therefore,  easily  sunk  into  neglect,  though 
praised  in  verse  by  Dryden,  and  in  prose  by  Pope. 

It  is  concluded  by  the  wise  Ulysses  with  this  speech : 

Fate  holds  the  strings,  and  men  like  children  move 
But  as  they're  led ;  success  is  from  above. 
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At  the  accession  of  qneen  Anne,  having  his  fortune 
itnproved  by  bequests  from  his  father,  and  his  uncle  the  earl 
of  Bath,  he  was  chosen  into  parliament  for  Fowey.  He 
soon  after  engaged  in  a  joint  translation  of  the  Invec- 
tives against  Philip,  with  a  design,  surely  weak  and  puerile, 
of  turning  the  thunder  of  Demosthenes  upon  the  head  of 
Lewis. 

He  afterwards,  in  1706,  had  his  estate  again  augmented 
by  an  inheritance  from  his  elder  brother,  sir  Bevil  Granville, 
who,  as  he  returned  from  the  government  of  Barbadoes, 
died  at  sea.  He  continued  to  serve  in  parliament ;  and,  in 
the  ninth  year  of  queen  Anne,  was  chosen  knight  of  the 
shire  for  Cornwall. 

At  the  memorable  change  of  the  ministry,  1710,  he  was 
made  secretary  at  war,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Robert  Walpole. 

Next  year,  when  the  violence  of  party  made  twelve 
peers  in  a  day,  Mr.  Granville  became  lord  Lansdownc 
baron  Bideford,  by  a  promotion  justly  remarked  to  be  not 
invidious,,  because  he  was  the  heir  of  a  family  in  which  two 
peerages,  that  of  the  earl  of  Bath,  and  lord  Granville  of 
Potheridge,  had  lately  become  extinct.  Being  now  high 
in  the  queen's  favour,  he,  1712,  was  appointed  comptroller 
of  the  household,  and  a  privy  counsellor ;  and  to  his  other 
honours  was  added  the  dedication  of  Pope's  Windsor 
Forest.  He  was  advanced,  next  year,  to  be  treasurer  of 
the  household. 

Of  these  favours  he  soon  lost  all  but  his  title  ;  for,  at  the 
accession  of  king  George,  his  place  was  given  to  the  earl 
Cholmondeley,  and  he  was  persecuted  with  the  rest  of  his 
party.  Having  protested  against  the  bill  for  attainting 
Ormond  and  Bolingbroke,  he  was,  after  the  insurrection 
in  Scotland,  seized,  Sept.  26,  1715,  as  a  suspected  man, 
and  confined  in  the  Tower,  till  Feb.  8,  1717,  when  he  was 
at  last  released,  and  restored  to  his  seat  in  parliament; 
where,  1719,  he  made  a  very  ardent  and  animated  speech 
against  the  repeal  of  the  bill  to  prevent  occasional  confor- 
mity, which,  however,  though  it  was  then  printed,  he  has 
not  inserted  into  his  works. 
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Some  time  afterwards,  about  17^,  being,  perhaps,  em- 
barrassed by  his  profosioD,  he  went  into  foreign  countries, 
with  the  usual  pretence  of  recovering  his  health.  In  this 
state  of  leisure  and  retirement,  he  received  the  first  volume 
of  Bumefs  History,  of  which  he  cannot  be  supposed  to  have 
approved  the  general  tendency,  and  where  he  thought 
himself  able  to  detect  some  particular  falsehoods.  He, 
therefore,  undertook  the  vindication  of  general  Monk  from 
some  calumnies  of  Dr.  Burnet,  and  some  misrepresentations 
of  Mr.  Echard.  This  was  answered  civilly  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Burnet,  and  Oldmixon ;  and  more  roughly  by  Dr.  Colbatch. 

His  other  historical  performance  is  a  defence  of  his  re- 
lation, sir  Richard  Greenville,  whom  lord  Clarendon  has 
shown  in  a  form  very  unamiable.  So  much  is  urged  in 
this  apology  to  justify  many  actions  that  have  been  repre* 
sented  as  culpable,  and  to  palliate  the  rest,  that  the  reader 
is  reconciled  for  the  greater  part ;  and  it  is  made  very  pro- 
bable that  Clarendon  was  by  personal  enmity  disposed  to 
think  the  worst  of  Greenville,  as  Greenville  was  also  very 
willing  to  think  the  worst  of  Clarendon.  These  pieces 
were  published  at  his  return  to  England. 

Being  now  desirous  to  conclude  his  labours,  and  enjoy 
his  reputation,  he  published,  1732,  a  very  beautiful  and 
splendid  edition  of  his  works,  in  which  he  omitted  what  he 
disapproved,  and  enlarged  what  seemed  deficient. 

He  now  went  to  court,  and  was  kindly  received  by 
queen  Caroline ;  to  whom  and  to  the  princess  Anne,  he 
presented  his  works,  with  verses  on  the  blank  leaves,  with 
which  he  concluded  his  poetical  labours. 

He  died  in  Hanover-square,  Jan.  30, 1736,  having  a  few 
days  before  buried  his  wife,  the  lady  Anne  Villiers,  widow 
to  Mr.  Thynne,  by  whom  he.  had  four  daughters,  but  no 
son. 

Writers  commonly  derive  their  reputation  from  their 
works ;  but  there  are  works  which  owe  their  reputation  to 
the  character  of  the  writer.  The  publick  sometimes  has  its 
favourites,  whom  it  rewards  for  one  species  of  excellence 
with  the  honours  due  to  another.     From  him  whom  we  re- 
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verence  for  his  beneficence  we  do  not  willingly  withhold 
the  praise  of  genius ;  a  man  of  exalted  merit  becomes,  at 
once,  an  accomplished  writer,  as  a  beauty  finds  no  great 
difficulty  in  passing  for  a  wit. 

Granville  was  a  man  illustrious  by  his  birth,  and,  there- 
fore, attracted  notice :  since  he  is  by  Pope  styled  **  the  po- 
lite," he  must  be  supposed  elegant  in  his  manners,  and 
generally  loved :  he  was,  in  times  of  contest  and  turbulence, 
steady  to  his  party,  and  obtained  that  esteem  which  is 
always  conferred  upon  firmness  and  consistency.  With 
those  advantages  having  learned  the  art  of  versifying,  he 
declared  himself  a  poet ;  and  his  claim  to  the  laurel  was 
allowed. 

But  by  a  critick  of  a  later  generation,  who  takes  up  his 
book  without  any  favourable  prejudices,  the  praise  already 
received  will  be  thought  sufficient ;  for  his  works  do  not 
show  him  to  have  had  much  comprehension  from  nature,  or 
illumination  from  learning.  He  seems  to  have  had  no 
ambition  above  the  imitation  of  Waller,  of  whom  he  has 
copied  the  faults,  and  very  little  more.  He  is  for  ever 
amusing  himself  with  the  puerilities  of  mythology;  his 
king  is  Jupiter,  who,  if  the  queen  brings  no  children,  has 
a  barren  Juno.  The  queen  is  compounded  of  Juno,  Ve- 
nus, and  Minerva.  His  poem  on  the  dutchess  of  Grafton's 
lawsuit,  after  having  rattled  awhile  with  Juno  and  Pal- 
las, Mars  and  Alcides,  Cassiope,  Niobe,  and  the  Prope- 
tides,  Hercules,  Minos,  and  Rhadamanthus,  at  last  con- 
cludes its  folly  with  profaneness. 

His  verses  to  Mira,  which  are  most  frequently  men- 
tioned, have  little  in  them  of  either  art  or  nitture,  of  the 
sentiments  of  a  lover,  or  the  language  of  a  poet :  there 
may  be  found,  now  and  then,  a  happier  effort ;  but  they 
are  commonly  feeble  and  unaffecting,  or  forced  and  extra- 
vagant. 

His  little  pieces  are  seldom  either  sprightly  or  eleg&nt, 
either  keen  or  weighty.  They  are  trifles  written  by  idle- 
ness, and  published  by  vanity.  But  his  prologues  and 
epilogues  have  a  just  claim  to  prabe. 
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The  Progress  of  Beauty  seems  one  of  his  most  elaborate 
pieces,  and  is  not  deficient  in  splendour  and  gaiety ;  bnt 
the  merit  of  original  thought  is  wanting.  Its  highest 
praise  is  the  spirit  with  which  he  celebrates  king  James's 
consort,  when  she  was  a  queen  no  longer. 

The  Essay  on  unnatural  Flights  in  Poetry,  is  not  inele- 
gant nor  injudicious,  and  has  something  of  vigour  beyond 
most  of  his  other  performances :  his  precepts  are  just,  and 
his  cautions  proper ;  they  are,  indeed,  not  new,  but  in  a 
didactick  poem  noyelty  is  to  be  expected  only  in  the  orna- 
ments and  illustrations.  His  poetical  precepts  are  accom- 
panied with  agreeable  and  instructive  notes. 

The  Mask  of  Peleus  and  Thetis  has  here  and  there  a 
pretty  line ;  but  it  is  not  always  melodious,  and  the  con- 
clusion is  wretched. 

In  his  British  Enchanters  he  has  bidden  defiance  to  all 
chronology,  by  confounding  the  inconsbtent  manners  of 
diflTerent  ages ;  but  the  dialogue  has  often  the  air  of  Dry* 
den's  rhyming  plays ;  and  the  songs  are  lively,  though  not 
very  correct.  TWs  is,  I  think,  far  the  best  of  his  works ; 
for,  if  it  has  many  faults,  it  has,  likewise,  passages  which 
are,  at  least,  *pretty,  though  they  do  not  rise  to  any  high 
degree  of  excellence. 
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Thomas'Yalden,  the  sixth  son  of  Mr.  John  Yalden,  of 
Sussex,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Exeter,  in  1671.  Having 
been  educated  in  thQ|  grammar-school  belonging  to  Magda- 
len college  in  Oxford,  he  was  in  1690,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, admitted  commoner  of  Magdalen  hall,  under  the 
tuition  of  Josiah  Pullen^,  a  man  whose  name  is  still  re- 
membered in  the  university.  He  became,  next  year,  one 
of  the  scholars  of  Magdalen  college,  where  he  was  distin- 
guished by  a  lucky  accident. 

It  was  his  turn,  one  day,  to  pronounce  a  declamation ; 
and  Dr.  Hough,  the  president,  happening  to  attend, 
thought  the  composition  too  good  to  be  the  speaker's. 
Some  time  after,  the  doctor  finding  him  a  little  irregularly 
busy  in  the  library,  set  him  an  exercise  for  punishment ; 
and,  that  he  might  not  be  deceived  by  any  artifice,  locked 
the  door.  Yalden,  as  it  happened,  had  been  lately  read- 
ing on  the  subject  given,  and  produced,  with  Kttle  difficulty, 
a  composition  which  so  pleased  the  president,  that  he  told 
him  his  former  suspicions,  and  promised  to  favour  him. 

Among  his  contemporaries  in  the  college  were  Addison 
and  Sacheverell,  men  who  were  in  those  times  friends,  and 
who  both  adopted  Yalden  to  their  intimacy.  Yalden  con- 
tinued, throughout  his  life,  to  think,  as  probably  he  thought 
at  first,  yet  did  not  forfeit  the  friendship  of  Addison. 

When  Namur  was  taken  by  king  William,  Yalden  made 
an  ode.  There  was  never  any  reign  more  celebrated  by 
the  poets  than  that  of  William,  who  had  very  little  regard 

o  We  need  not  remark  to  any  of  our  readers,  but  to  those  who  are  not  Oxford 
men,  that  Pullen's  name  is  now  remembered  in  the  university,  not  as  a  tutor, 
but  by  the  venerable  elm  tree  which  was  the  term  of  his  morning  walks.  "  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  well  known  to  Mr.  Josiah  Pullen,  of  our  hall  above-men- 
tioned, (Magdalen  hall,)  and  attribute  the  florid  old  age  I  now  enjoy  to  my 
constant  morning  walks  up  Headington  hill,  in  his  cheerful  company."  Guardian, 
No.  2.     Ed. 
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for  song  himself,  but  happened  to  employ  ministers  who 
pleased  themselves  with  the  praise  of  patronage. 

Of  this  ode  mention  is  made  in  a  humorous  poem  of  that 
time,  called  the  Oxford  Laureate;  in  which,  after  many 
claims  had  been  made  and  rejected,  Yalden  is  represented 
as  demanding  the  laurel,  and  as  being  called  to  his  trial, 
instead  of  receiving  a  reward : 

His  crime  was  for  being  a  felon  in  verse. 

And  presenting  his  theft  to  th^  king ; 
The  first  was  a  trick  not  uncommon  or  scarce. 

But  the  last  was  an  impudent  thing : 
Yet  what  he  had  stol'n  was  so  little  worth  stealing. 

They  forgave  him  the  damage  and  cost ; 
Had  he  ta'en  the  whole  ode,  as  he  took  it  piece-mealing. 

They  had  fined  him  but  tenpence  at  most. 

The  poet  whom  he  was  charged  with  robbing  was  Cougreve. 

He  wrote  another  poem  on  the  death  of  the  duke  of 
Gloucester. 

In  1700,  he  became  fellow  of  the  college;  and  next 
year,  entering  into  orders,  was  presented  by  the  society 
with  a  living  in  Warwickshire  p,  consistent  with  the  fellow- 
ship, and  chosen  lecturer  of  moral  philosophy,  a  very  ho- 
nourable oflice. 

On  the  accession  of  queen  Anne  he  wrote  another  poem ; 
and  is  said,  by  the  author  of  the  Biogpraphia,  to  have  de- 
clared himself  of  the  party  who  had  the  honourable  dis- 
tinction of  high-churchmen. 

In  1706,  he  was  received  into  the  family  of  the  duke  of 
Beaufort.  Next  year  he  became  doctor  in  divinity,  and 
soon  after  resigned  his  fellowship  and  lecture ;  and,  as  a 
token  of  his  gratitude,  gave  the  college  a  picture  of  their 
founder. 

He  was  made  rector  of  Charlton  and  CleanvilleS  two 
adjoining  towns  and  benefices  in  Hertfordshire ;  and  had 
the  prebends,  or  sinecures,  of  Deans,  Hains,  and  Pendles, 

p  The  vicarage  of  Willoughby,  which  he  resigned  in  1708.  N. 
«i  This  preferment  was  given  him  by  the  duke  of  Beaufort.  N. 
VOL.  vui.  o 
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in  Devonshire.  He  had  before  "^  been  chosen,  in  1608, 
preacher  of  Bridewell  Hospital,  npon  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  Atterbury*. 

From  this  time  he  seems  to  have  led  a  quiet  and  inoffen- 
sive life,  till  the  clamonr  was  raised  abont  Atterbury's 
plot.  Every  loyal  eye  was  on  the  watch  for  abetters  or 
partakers  of  the  horrid  conspiracy ;  and  Dr.  Yalden,  hav* 
ing  some  acquaintance  with  the  bishop,  and  being  familiarly 
conversant  with  Kelly,  his^  secretary,  fell  under  suspicion, 
and  was  taken  into  custody. 

Upon  his  examination  he  was  charged  with  a  dangerous 
correspondence  with  Kelly.  The  correspondence  he  ac- 
knowledged ;  but  maintained  that  it  had  no  treasonable 
tendency.  His  papers  were  seized  ;  but  nothing  was  found 
that  could  fix  a  crime  upon  him,  except  two  words  in  his 
pocketbook,  **  thorough-paced  doctrine.*'  This  expression 
the  imagination  of  his  examiners  had  impregfnated  with 
treason,  and  the  doctor  was  enjoined  to  explain  them. 
Thus  pressed,  he  told  them  that  the  words  had  lain  un- 
heeded in  his  pocketbook  from  the  time  of  queen  Anne, 
and  that  he  was  ashamed  to^ve  an  account  of  them ;  but 
the  truth  was,  that  he  had  gratified  his  curiosity  one  day, 
by  hearing  Daniel  Burgess  in  the  pulpit,  and  those  words 
were  a  memorial  hint  of  a  remarkable  sentence  by  which 
he  warned  his  congregation  to  **  beware  of  thorough-paced 
doctrine,  that  doctrine,  which,  coming  in  at  one  ear,  passes 
through  the  head,  and  goes  out  at  the  other." 

Nothing  worse  than  this  appearing  in  his  papers,  and  no 
evidence  arising  against  him,  he  was  set  at  liberty. 

It  will  not  be  supposed  that  a  man  of  this  character  at- 
tained high  dignities  in  the  church ;  but  he  still  retained 
the  friendship,  and  frequented  the  conversation,  of  a  very 
numerous  and  splendid  set  of  acquaintance.  He  died 
July  16, 1736,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 

•■  Not  loDg  after. 

•  Dr.  Atterbury  retained  the  office  of  preacher  at  Bridewell  till  his  promo- 
tion to  the  bishoprick  of  Rochester.  Dr.  Yalden  succeeded  him  as  preacher,  in 
Jtfne,  I7I3.    N. 
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Of  his  poems,  many  are  of  that  irregular  kind,  which, 
when  he  formed  his  poetical  character,  was  supposed  to 
be  Pindarick.  Having  fixed  his  attention  on  Cowley  as  a 
model,  he  has  attempted,  in  some  sort,  to  rival  him,  and  has 
written  a  Hymn  to  Darkness,  evidently  as  a  counterpart 
to  Cowley's  Hymn  to  light. 

This  hymn  seems  to  be  his  best  performance,  and  is,  for 
the  most  part,  imagined  with  g^eat  vigour,  and  expressed 
with  great  propriety.  I  will  not  transcribe  it.  The  seven 
first  stanzas  are  good ;  but  the  third,  fourth,  and  seventh, 
are  the  best:  the  eighth  seems  to  involve  a  contradiction ; 
the  tenth  is  exquisitely  beautiful;  the  thirteenth,  four- 
teenth, and  fifteenth,  are  partly  mythological,  and  partly 
religious,  and,  therefore,  not  suitable  to  each  other:  he 
might  better  have  made  the  whole  merely  philosophical. 

There  are  two  stanzas  in  this  poem  where  Yalden  may 
be  suspected,  though  hardly  convicted,  of  having  consulted 
the  Hymnus  ad  Umbram  of  Wowerus,  in  the  sixth  stanza, 
which  answers,  in  some  sort,  to  these  lines : 

Ilia  sue  praeest  noctumis  numine  sacris — 
Perque  vias  errare  novis  dat  spectra  figuris, 
Manesque  excites  medios  ululare  per  agros 
Sub  noctem,  et  questu  notos  complere  penates. 

And  again,  at  the  conclusion : 

nia  sue  senium  sedudit  corpore  toto 
Hand  numerans  jugi  fiigientia  secula  lapsu^ 
Ergo  ubi  postremum  mundi  compage  soluta 
Hanc  rerum  inolem  suprema  absumpserit  hora 
Ipsa  leves  cineres  nnbe  amplectetur  q)aca^ 
Et  prisco  imperio  rursus  dominabitur  umbra. 

His  Hymn  to  Light  is  not  equal  to  the  other.     He  seems 

to  think  that  there  is  an  East  absolute  and  positive,  where 

the  morning. rises. 

In  the  last  stanza,  having  mentioned  the  sudden  eruption 

of  new-created  light,  he  says. 

Awhile  th'  Almighty  wond'ring  stood. 

He  ought  to  have  remembered  that  infinite  knowledge 

o2 
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can  never  wonder.     All  wonder  is  the  effect  of  novelty 
upon  ignorance. 

Of  his  other  poems  it  is  suflScient  to  say,  that  they  de- 
serve  perusal,  though  they  are  not  always  exactly  polished, 
though  the  rhymes  are  sometimes  very  ill  sorted,  and 
though  his  faults  seem  rather  the  omissions  of  idleness 
than  the  negligences  of  enthusiasm. 
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Thomas  Tigkbll,  the  son  of  the  rererend  Richard 
Tickell,  was  bora,  in  1686,  at  Bridekirk,  in  Cumberland ; 
and  in  April,  1701,  became  a  member  of  Queen's  college,  in 
Oxford ;  in  1708  he  was  made  master  of  arts ;  and,  two 
years  afterwards,  was  chosen  fellow ;  for  which,  as  he  did 
not  comply  with  the  statutes  by  taking  orders,  he  obtained 
a  dispensation  from  the  crown.  He  held  his  fellowship  till 
1726,  and  then  vacated  it,  by  marrying,  in  that  year,  at 
Dublin. 

Tickell  was  not  one  of  those  scholars  who  wear  away 
their  lives  in  closets ;  he  entered  early  into  the  world,  and 
was  long  busy  in  publick  affairs ;  in  which  he  was  initiated 
under  the  patronage  of  Addison,  whose  notice  he  is  said  to 
have  gained  by  his  verses  in  praise  of  Rosamond. 

To  those  verses  it  would  not  have  been  just  to  deny  re- 
gard; for  they  contain  some  of  the  most  elegant  enco- 
miastick  strains;  and,  among  the  innumerable  poems  of 
the  same  kind,  it  will  be  hard  to  find  one  with  which  they 
need  to  fear  a  comparison.  It  may  deserve  observation, 
that  when  Pope  wrote,  long  afterwards,  in  praise  of  Addi- 
son, he  has  copied,  at  least  has  resembled,  Tickell. 

Let  joy  salute  £Eur  Rosamonda's  shade. 
And  wreaths  of  myrtle  crown  the  lovely  maid. 
While  now  perhaps  with  Dido's  ghost  she  roves. 
And  hears  and  tells  the  story  of  their  loves. 
Alike  they  mourn,  alike  they  bless  their  hie. 
Since  love,  which  made  them  wretched,  made  th^n  great. 
Nor  longer  that  relentless  doom  bemoan. 
Which  gain'd  a  Virgil  and  an  Addison.  Tickbll. 

Then  future  ages  with  delight  shall  see 
How  Plato's,  Bacon's,  Newton's,  looks  agree ; 
Or  in  fiedr  series  laurell'd  bards  be  shown, 
A  Virgil  there,  and  here  an  Addison.  Pope. 
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lie  produced  another  piece  of  the  same  kiud  at  the 
appearance  of  Cato,  with  eqaal  skill,  but  not  equal  happi- 
ness. 

When  the  ministers  of  queen  Anne  were  negotiating 
with  France,  Tickell  published  the  Prospect  of  Peace,  a 
poem,  of  which  the  tendency  was  to  reclaiih  the  nation 
from  the  pride  of  conquest  to  the  pleasures  of  tranquillity. 
How  far  Tickell,  whom  Swift  afterwards  mentioned  as 
whiggissimus,  had  then  connected  himself  with  any  party, 
I  know  not ;  this  poem  certainly  did  not  flatter  the  prac- 
tices, or  promote  the  opinions,  of  the  men  by  whom  he  was 
afterwards  befriended. 

Mr.  Addison,  however  he  hated  the  men  then  in  power, 
suffered  his  friendship  to  prevail  over  his  publick  spirit, 
and  gave,  in  the  Spectator,  such  praises  of  Tickell's  poem, 
that  when,  after  having  long  wished  to  peruse  it,  I  laid 
hold  on  it  at  last,  I  thought  it  unequal  to  the  honours 
which  it  had  received,  and  found  it  a  piece  to  be  approved 
rather  than  admired.  But  the  hope  excited  by  a  work  of 
genius,  being  general  and  indefinite,  is  rarely  gratified. 
It  was  read  at  that  time  with  so  much  favour,  that  six 
editions  were  sold. 

At  the  arrival  of  king  George  he  sang  the  Royal  Pro- 
gress; which,  being  inserted  in  the  Spectator,  is  well 
known ;  and  of  which  it  is  just  to  say,  that  it  is  neither 
high  nor  low. 

The  poetical  incident  of  most  importance  in  TickelFs 
life  was  his  publication  of  the  first  book  of  the  Tliad,  as 
translated  by  himself,  an  apparent  opposition  to  Pope's 
Homer,  of  which  the  first  part  made  its  entrance  into  the 
world  at  the  same  time. 

Addison  declared  that  the  rival  versions  were  both  good ; 
but  that  TickelFs  was  the  best  that  ever  was  made ;  and 
with  Addison,  the  wits,  his  adherents  and  followers,  were 
certain  to  concur.  Pope  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
much  dismayed ;  "  for,"  says  he,  "  I  have  the  town,  that  is, 
the  mob,  on  my  side.'*  But  he  remarks,  **  that  it  is  com- 
mon for  the  smaller  party  to  make  up  in  diligence  what 
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they  want  io  numbers;  he  appeals  to  the  people  as  his 
proper  judges;  and,  if  they  are  not  inclined  to  condemn 
him,  he  is  in  little  care  about  the  highflyers  at  Button^s.** 

Pope  did  not  long  think  Addison  an  impartial  judge ; 
for  he  considered  him  as  the  writer  of  TickelFs  version. 
The  reasons  for  his  suspicion  I  will  literally  transcribe  from 
Mr.  Spence*s  collection. 

''  There  had  been  a  coldness  (said  Mr.  Pope)  between 
Mr.  Addison  and  me  for  some  time ;  and  we  had  not  been 
in  company  together,  for  a  good  while,  any  where  but  at 
Button's  coffee-house,  where  I  used  to  see  him  almost 
every  day.  On  his  meeting  me  there,  one  day  in  par- 
ticular, he  took  me  aside,  and  said  he  should  be  glad  to 
dine  with  me,  at  such  a  tavern,  if  I  staid  till  those  people 
were  gone,  (Budgell  and  Philips.)  We  went  accordingly ; 
and,  after  dinner,  Mr.  Addison  said,  'That  he  had  wanted 
for  some  time  to  talk  with  me ;  that  his  friend  Tickell  had 
formerly,  whilst  at  Oxford,  translated  the  first  book  of  the 
Iliad;  that  he  designed  to  print  it,  and  had  desired  him 
to  look  it  over ;  that  he  must,  therefore,  beg  that  I  would 
not  desire  him  to  look  over  my  first  book,  because,  if  he 
did,  it  would  have  the  air  of  double-dealing.'  I  assured 
him  that  I  did  not  at  all  take  it  ill  of  Mr.  Tickell  that  he 
was  going  to  publish  his  translation ;  that  he  certainly  had 
as  much  right  to  translate  any  author  as  myself;  and  that 
publishing  both  was  entering  on  a  fair  stage.  I  then  added, 
that  I  would  not  desire  him  to  look  over  my  first  book  of 
the  Iliad,  because  he  had  looked  over  Mr.  TickeH's ;  but 
could  wish  to  have  the  benefit  of  his  observations  on  my 
second,  which  I  had  then  finished,  and  which  Mr.  Tickell 
had  not  touched  upon.  Accordingly  I  sent  him  the  second 
book  the  next  morning ;  and  Mr.  Addison,  a  few  days  after, 
returned  it,  with  very  high  commendations.  Soon  after  it 
was  generally  known  that  Mr.  Tickell  was  publishing  the 
first  book  of  the  Iliad,  I  met  Dr.  Young  in  the  street ;  and, 
upon  our  falling  into  that  subject,  the  doctor  expressed  a 
g^eat  deal  of  surprise  at  TickelFs  having  had  such  a  trans- 
lation so  long  by  him.     He  said,  that  it  was  inconceivable 
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to  him,  and  that  there  mnst  be  some  mistake  in  the  matter; 
that  ^ach  used  to  communicate  to  the  other  whatever  verses 
they  wrote,  even  to  the  least  things;  that  Tickell  could 
not  have  been  busied  in  so  long  a  work  there,  without  his 
knowing  something  of  the  matter ;  and  that  he  had  never 
heard  a  single  word  of  it  till  on  this  .occasion.  The  sur- 
prise of  Dr.  Young,  together  with  what  Steele  has  said 
against  Tickell  in  relation  to  this  affair,  make  it  highly 
probable  that  there  was  some  underhand  dealing  in  that 
business;  and  indeed  Tickell  himself,  who  is  a  very 
fair  worthy  man,  has  since,  in  a  manner,  as  good  as 
owned  it  to  me.  [When  it  was  introduced  into  a  con- 
versation between  Mr.  Tickell  and  Mr.  Pope,  by  a  third 
person,  Tickell  did  not  deny  it;  which,  considering  his 
honour,  and  zeal  for  his  departed  friend,  was  the  same  as 
owning  it."] 

Upon  these  suspicions,  with  which  Dr.  Warburton  hints 
that  other  circumstances  concurred.  Pope  always,  in  his 
Art  of  Sinking,  quotes  this  book  as  the  work  of  Addi- 
son. 

To  compare  the  two  translations  would  be  tedious ;  the 
palm  is  now  given  universally  to  Pope ;  but  I  think  the 
first  lines  of  TickelFs  were  rather  to  be  preferred ;  and 
Pope  seems  to  have  since  borrowed  sometldng  from  them, 
in  the  correction  of  his  own. 

When  the  Hanover  succession  was  disputed,  Tickell 
gave  what  assistance  his  pen  would  supply.  His  Letter 
to  Avignon  stands  high  among  party-poems ;  it  expresses 
contempt  without  coarseness,  and  superiority  without  inso- 
lence. It  had  the  success  which  it  deserved,  being  five 
times  printed. 

He  was  now  intimately  united  to  Mr.  Addison,  who, 
when  he  went  into  Ireland  as  secretary  to  the  lord  Sun- 
derland, took  him  thither,  and  employed  him  in  publick 
business;  and  when,  1717,  afterwards  he  rose  to  be  secre- 
tary of  state,  made  him  under-secretary.  Their  friendship 
seems  to  have  continued  without  abatement;  for,  when 
Addison  died,  he  left  him  the  charge  of  publishing  his 
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works,  with  a  solemn  recommendation  to  the  patronage  of 
Craggs. 

To  these  works  he  prefixed  an  elegy  on  the  author, 
which  could  owe  none  of  its  beauties  to  the  assistance, 
which  might  be  suspected  to  have  strengthened  or  embel- 
lished his  earlier  compositions ;  but  neither  he  nor  Addi- 
son ever  produced  nobler  lines  than  are  contained  in  the 
third  and  fourth  paragraphs;  nor  is  a  more  sublime  or 
more  elegant  funeral-poem  to  be  found  in  the  whole  com- 
pass of  English  literature. 

He  was  afterwards,  about  1725,  made  secretary  to  the 
lords  justices  of  Ireland,  a  place  of  great  honour ;  in  which 
he  continued  till  1740^  when  he  died  on  the  twenty-third 
of  April,  at  Bath. 

Of  the  poems  yet  unmentioned,  the  longest  is  Kensing- 
ton Gardens,  of  which  the  versification  is  smooth  and  ele- 
gant, but  the  fiction  unskilfully  compounded  of  Grecian 
deities  and  Gothick  fairies.  Neither  species  of  those  ex- 
ploded beings  could  have  done  much ;  and  when  they  are 
brought  together,  they  only  make  each  other  contemptible. 
To  Tickell,  however,  cannot  be  refused  a  high  place  among 
the  minor  poets ;  nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  he  was 
one  of  the  contributors  to  the  Spectator.  With  respect  to 
his  personal  character,  he  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of 
gay  conversation,  at  least  a  temperate  lover  of  wine  and 
company,  and  in  his  domestick  relations  without  censure. 
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Of  Mr.  Hammond,  thoogh  he  be  well  remembered  as  a 
man  esteemed  and  caressed  by  the  elegant  and  great,  I 
was  at  first  able  to  obtain  no  other  memorials  than  such  as 
are  supplied  by  a  book  called  Gibber's  Lives  of  the  Poets; 
of  which  I  take  this  opportunity  to  testify  that  it  was  not 
written,  nor,  I  believe,  ever  seen  by  either  of  the  Gibbers ; 
but  was  the  work  of  Robert  Shiels,  a  native  of  Scotland,  a 
man  of  very  acute  understanding,  though  with  little  scho- 
lastick  education,  who,  not  long  after  the  publication  of  his 
work,  died  in  London  of  a  consumption.  His  life  was  vir- 
tuous, and  his  end  was  pious.  Theophilus  Gibber,  then 
a  prisoner  for  debt,  imparted,  as  I  was  told,  his  name  for 
ten  guineas.  The  manuscript  of  Shiels  is  now  in  my  pos- 
session. 

I  have  since  fouud  that  Mr.  Shiels,  though  he  was  no 
negligent  inquirer,  has  been  misled  by  false  accounts;  for 
he  relates  that  James  Hammond,  the  author  of  the  ele- 
gies, was  the  son  of  a  Turkey  merchant,  and  had  some 
office  at  the  prince  of  Wales^s  court,  till  love  of  a  lady, 
whose  name  was  Dashwood,  for  a  time  disordered  his  un- 
derstanding. He  was  unextinguishably  amorous,  and  his 
mistress  inexorably  cruel. 

Of  this  narrative,  part  is  true,  and  part  false.  He  was 
the  second  son  of  Anthony  Hammond,  a  man  of  note 
among  the  wits,  poets,  and  parliamentary  orators,  in  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  who  was  allied  to  sir  Robert 
Walpole  by  marrying  his  sister ^  He  was  born  about 
L710,  and  educated  at  Westminster-school;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  was  of  any  university".  He  was 
equerry  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  seems  to  have  come 

'  This  account  is  still  erroneous.  James  Hammond,  our  author,  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent family,  the  second  son  of  Anthony  Hammond,  of  Soroersham-place,in  the 
county  of  Huntingdon,  esq.     See  Gent.  Mag.  vol.  Ivii.  p.  780.     R. 

"  Mr.  Cole  gives  him  to  Cambridge.   IVISS.  Athene  Cantab,  in  Mus.  Brit. 
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very  early  into  publick  notice,  and  to  hare  been  distin- 
guished by  those  whose  friendship  prejudiced  mankind  at 
that  time  in  favour  of  the  man  on  whom  they  were  be- 
stowed ;  for  he  was  the  companion  of  Cobham,  Lyttelton, 
and  Chesterfield.  He  is  said  to  have  divided  his  life  be- 
tween pleasure  and  books;  in  his  retirement  forgetting 
the  town,  and  in  his  gaiety  losing  the  student.  Of  his  lite- 
rary hours  all  the  effects  are  here  exhibited,  of  which  the 
elegies  were  written  very  early,  and  the  prologue  not  long 
b!^fore  his  death. 

In  1741,  he  was  chosen  into  parliament  for  Truro,  in 
Cornwall,  probably  one  of  those  who  were  elected  by  the 
prince's  influence ;  and  died  next  year  in  June,  at  Stowe, 
the  famous  seat  of  lord  Cobham.  His  mistress  long  out- 
lived him,  and,  in  1779,  died  unmarried.  The  character 
which  her  lover  bequeathed  her  was,  indeed,  not  likely  to 
attract  courtship. 

The  elegies  were  published  after  his  death ;  and  while 
the  writer's  name  was  remembered  with  fondness,  they 
were  read  with  a  resolution  to  admire  them. 

The  recommendatory  preface  of  the  editor,  who  was 
then  believed,  cmd  is  now  affirmed  by  Dr.  Maty,  to  be 
the  earl  of  Chesterfield,  raised  strong  prejudices  in  their 
favour. 

But  of  the  prefacer,  whoever  he  was,  it  may  be  reason- 
ably suspected  that  he  never  read  the  poems ;  for  he  pro- 
fesses to  value  them  for  a  very  high  species  of  excellence, 
and  recommends  them  as  the  genuine  efinsions  of  the 
mind,  which  expresses  a  real  passion  in  the  language  of 
nature.  But  the  truth  is,  these  elegies  have  neither  pas- 
sion, nature,  nor  manners.  Where  there  is  fiction,  there 
is  no  passion :  he  that  describes  himself  as  a  shepherd,  and 
his  Nesera  or  Delia  as  a  shepherdess,  and  talks  of  goats 
and  lambs,  feels  no  passion.  He  that  courts  his  mistress 
with  Roman  imagery  deserves  to  lose  her ;  for  she  may, 
with  good  reason,  suspect  his  sincerity.  Hammond  has  few 
sentiments  drawn  from  nature,  and  few  images  from  mo- 
dern life.     He  produces  nothing  but  frigid  pedantry.     It 
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would  be  hard  to  find  in  all  bis  productioDs  tbree  stimzas 
that  deserve  to  be  remembered. 

like  other  lovers,  he  threatens  the  lady  with  dying;  and 
what  then  shall  follow  ? 

Wilt  thou  in  tears  thy  lover's  corse  attend ; 

With  eyes  averted  light  the  solemn  pyre^ 
Till  all  around  the  doleful  flames  ascend^ 

Then^  slowly  sinkings  by  d^rees  expire  ? 

To  sooth  the  hov'ring  soul  be  thine  the  care. 
With  plaintive  cries  to  lead  the  mournful  band; 

In  sable  weeds  the  golden  vase  to  bear^ 
And  cull  my  ashes  with  thy  trembling  hand : 

Panchaia's  odours  be  their  costly  feast. 

And  all  the  pride  of  Asia's  fragrant  year, 
Give  them  the  treasures  of  the  farthest  East, 

And,  what  ia  still  more  precious,  give  thy  tear. 

Surely  no  blame  can  fall  upon  the  nymph  who  rejected 
a  swain  of  so  little  meaning. 

His  verses  are  not  rugged,  but  they  have  no  sweetness; 
they  never  glide  in  a  stream  of  melody.  Why  Hammond 
or  other  writers  have  thought  the  quatrain  of  ten  syllables 
elegiack,  it  is  difficult  to  tell.  The  character  of  the  elegy 
is  gentleness  and  tenuity ;  but  this  stanza  has  been  pro- 
nounced by  Dryden,  whose  knowledge  of  English  metre 
was  not  inconsiderable,  to  be  the  most  magnificent  of  all 
the  measures  which  our  language  affords. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SOMERVILE. 

Op  Mr.'  Somervile's  life  I  am  not  able  to  say  any  thing 
that  can  satisfy  curiosity. 

He  was  a  gentleman  whose  estate  was  in  Warwickshire : 
his  house,  where  he  was  bom,  in  1692,  is  called  Edston,  a 
seat  inherited  from  a  long  line  of  ancestors ;  for  he  was 
said  to  be  of  the  first  family  in  his  county.  He  tells  of 
himself  that  he  was  born  near  the  Avon^s  banks.  He  was 
bred  at  Winchester-school,  and  was  elected  fellow  of 
New  college.  It  does  not  appear  that  in  the  places  of  his 
education  he  exhibited  any  uncommon  proofs  of  genius  or 
literature.  His  powers  were  first  displayed  in  the  country, 
where  he  was  distinguished  as  a  poet,  a  gentleman,  and  a 
skilful  and  useful  justice  of  the  peace. 

Of  the  close  of  his  life,  those  whom  his  poems  have  de- 
lighted will  read  with  pain  the  following  account,  copied 
from  the  letters  of  his  friend  Shenstone,  by  whom  he  was 
too  much  resembled. 

'*  — Our  old  friend  Somervile  is  dead !  I  did  not  ima- 
gine I  could  havQ  been  so  sorry  as  I  find  myself  on  this 
occasion :  *  Sublatum  qu»rimus.'  I  can  now  excuse  all 
his  foibles ;  impute  them  to  age,  and  to  distress  of  circum- 
stances :  the  last  of  these  considerations  wrings  my  very 
soul  to  think  on.  For  a  man  of  high  spirit,  conscious  of 
having,  at  least  in  one  production,  generally  pleased  the 
world,  to  be  plagued  and  threatened  by  wretches  that  are 
low  in  every  sense;  to  be  forced  to  drink  himself  into  pains 
of  the  body,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  pains  of  the  mind,  is 
a  misery." 

He  died  July  19, 1742,  and  was  buried  at  Wotton,  near 
Henley  on  Arden. 

His  distresses  need  not  be  much  pitied:  his  estate  is 

«  Wmiam. . 
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said  to  have  been  fifteen  hundred  a-year,  which,  by  his 
death,  devolved  to  lord  Somervile,  of  Scotland.  His 
mother,  indeed,  who  lived  till  ninety,  had  a  jointure  of  six 
hundred. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  find  myself  not  better  enabled 
to  exhibit  memorials  of  a  writer,  who,  at  least,  must  be 
allowed  to  have  set  a  good  example  to  men  of  his  own 
class,  by  devoting  part  of  his  time  to  elegant  knowledge ; 
and  who  has  shown,  by  the  subjects  which  his  poetry  has 
adorned,  that  it  is  practicable  to  be  at  once  a  skilful 
sportsman,  and  a  man  of  letters. 

Somervile  has  tried  many  modes  of  poetry ;  and  though, 
perhaps,  he  has  not  in  any  reached  such  excellence  as  to 
raise  much  envy,  it  may  commonly  be  said,  at  least,  that 
**  he  writes  very  well  for  a  gentleman."  His  serious  pieces 
are  sometimes  elevated,  and  his  trifles  are  sometimes  ele- 
gant. In  his  verses  to  Addison,  the  couplet  which  men- 
tions Clio  is  written  witb  the  most  exquisite  delicacy  of 
praise ;  it  exhibits  one  of  those  happy  strokes  that  are 
seldom  attained.  In  his  odes  to  Marlborough  there  are 
beautiful  lines ;  but,  in  the  second  ode,  he  shows  that  he 
knew  little  of  his  hero,  when  he  talks  of  his  private  vir- 
tues. His  subjects  are  commonly  such  as  require  no  great 
depth  of  thought,  or  energy  of  expression.  His  fables 
are  generally  stale,  and,  therefore,  excite  no  curiosity.  Of  ^ 
his  favourite,  the  Two  Springy,  the  fiction  is  unnatural, 
and  the  moral  inconsequential.  In  his  tales  there  is  too 
much  coarseness,  with  too  little  care  of  language,  and  not 
sufficient  rapidity  of  narration. 

His  great  Work  is  his  Chase,  which  he  undertook  in  his 
maturer  age,  when  his  ear  was  improved  to  the  approba- 
tion of  blank  verse,  of  which,  however,  his  two  first  lines 
give  a  bad  specimen.  To  this  poem  praise  cannot  be 
totally  denied.  He  is  allowed,  by  sportsmen,  to  write 
with  great  intelligence  of  his  subject,  which  is  the  first 
requisite  to  excellence;  and,  though  it  is  impossible  to 
interest  the  common  readers  of  verse  in  the  dangers  or 
pleasures  of  the  chase,  l^e  has  done  all  that  transition  and 
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variety  could  easily  effect ;  and  has,  with  great  propriety, 
enlarged  his  plan  by  the  modes  of  hunting  used  in  other 
countries. 

With  still  less  judgment  did  he  choose  blank  yerse  as 
the  vehicle  of  Rural  Sports.  If  blank  verse  be  not  tumid 
and  gorgeous,  it  is  crippled  prose ;  and  familiar  images,  in 
laboured  language,  have  nothing  to  recommend  them  but 
absurd  novelty,  which,  wanting  the  attractions  of  nature, 
cannot  please  long.  One  excellence  of  the  Splendid  Shil- 
ling is,  that  it  is  short.  Disguise  can  gratify  no  longer 
than  it  deceives  y. 

'  An  aUuuoa  of  approbation  b  made  to  the  above  in  Nichol's  Literary  Anec- 
dotes of  the  eighteenth  century,  ii.  58.     En. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SAVAGE*. 

It  has  been  observed,  in  all  ages,  that  the  advantages  of 
nature,  or  of  fortune,  have  contributed  very  little  to  the 
promotion  of  happiness ;  and  that  those  whom  the  splen- 
dour of  their  rank,  or  the  extent  of  their  capacity,  have 
placed  upon  the  summits  of  human  life,  have  not  often 
given  any  just  occasion  to  envy,  in  those  who  look  up  to 
them  from  a  lower  station :  whether  it  be  that  apparent 
superiority  incites  great  designs,  and  great  designs  are 
naturally  liable  to  fatal  miscarriages ;  or,  that  the  general 
lot  of  mankind  is  misery,  and  the  misfortunes  of  those, 

*  The  first  edition  of  this  interesting  narrative,  according  to  Mr.  Boswell, 
was  published  in  1744,  by  Roberts.  The  second,  now  before  me,  bears  date 
1748,  and  was  published  by  Cave.  Very  few  alterations  were  made  by  the 
author,  when  he  added  it  to  the  present  collection.  The  year  before  publica- 
tion, 1743,  Dr.  Johnson  inserted  the  following  notice  of  his  intention  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine. 
**  Mr.  Urban 

"As  your  collections  show  how  often  you  have  owed  the  ornaments  of  your 
poetical  pages  to  the  correspondence  of  the  unfortunate  and  ingenious  Mr. 
Savage,  1  doubt  not  but  you  have  so  much  regard  to  his  memory,  as  to  en- 
courage  any  design  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  the  preservation  of  it  from  in- 
sults or  calumnies ;  and,  therefore,  with  some  degree  of  assurance,  intreat  you 
to  inform  the  publick,  that  his  life  will  speedily  be  published  by  a  person  who 
was  favoured  with  his  confidence,  and  received  from  himself  an  account  of  most 
of  the  transactions  which  he  proposes  to  mention,  to  the  time  of  bis  retirement 
to  Swansea,  in  Wales. 

"  From  that  period  to  his  death  in  the  prison  of  Bristol,  the  account  will  be 
continued  from  materials  still  less  liable  to  objection ;  his  own  letters  and  those 
of  his  friends ;  some  of  which  will  be  inserted  in  the  work,  and  abstracts  of 
others  subjoined  in  the  margin. 

"  It  may  be  reasonably,  imagined  that  others  may  have  the  same  design, 
but  as  it  is  not  credible  that  they  can  obtain  the  same  materials,  it  must  be 
expected  that  they  will  supply  from  invention  the  want  of  intelligence,  and 
that  under  the  title  of  the  life  of  Savage,  they  will  publish  only  a  novel, 
filled  with  roraantick  adventures  and  imaginary  amours.  You  may,  therefore, 
perhaps,  gratify  the  lovers  of  truth  and  wit,  by  giving  me  leave  to  inform  them, 
in  your  magazine,  that  my  account  will  be  published,  in  octavo,  by  Mr.  Ro- 
berts, in  Warwick-lane." 
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whose  eminence  drew  upon  them  an  nniyersal  attention, 
have  been  more  carefully  recorded,  because  they  were 
more  generally  observed,  and  have,  in  reality,  been  only 
more  conspicuous  than  those  of  others,  not  more  frequent, 
or  more  severe. 

That  affluence  and  power,  advantages  extrinsick  and  ad- 
Tentitious,  and,  therefore,  easily  separable  from  those  by 
whom  they  are  possessed,  should  very  often  flatter  the 
mind  with  expectations  of  felicity  which  they  cannot  give, 
raises  no  astonishment ;  but  it  seems  rational  to  hope,  that 
intellectual  greatness  should  produce  better  effects ;  that 
minds  qualified  for  great  attainments  should  first  endear 
▼our  their  own  benefit ;  and  that  tbey«  who  are  most  able 
to  teach  others  the  way  to  happiness,  should  with  most 
certainty  follow  it  themselves. 

But  this  expectation,  however  plausible,  has  been  very 
frequently  disappointed.  The  heroes  of  literary  as  well  as 
civil  history,  have  been  very  often  no  less  remarkable  for 
what  they  have  suffered,  than  for  what  they  have  achieved; 
and  volumes  have  been  written  only  to  enumerate  the 
miseries  of  the  learned,  and  relate  their  unhappy  lives  and 
untimely  deaths. 

To  these  mournful  narratives,  I  am  about  to  add  the 
life  of  Richard  Savage,  a  man  whose  writings  entitle  him 
to  an  eminent  rank  in  the  classes  of  learning,  and  whose 
misfortunes  claim  a  degree  of  compassion,  not  always  due 
to  the  unhappy,  as  they  were  often  the  consequences  of  the 
crimes  of  others,  rather  than  his  own. 

In  the  year  l(i97,  Anne,  countess  of  Macclesfield,  having 
lived,  for  some  time,  upon  very  uneasy  terms  with  her  hus- 
band, thought  a  publick  confession  of  adultery  the  most  ob- 
vious and  expeditious  method  of  obtaining  her  liberty; 
and,  therefore,  declared,  that  the  child,  with  which  she  was 
then  great,  was  begotten  by  the  earl  Rivers.  This,  as  may 
be  imagined,  made  her  husband  no  less  desirous  of  a  sepa- 
ration than  herself,  and  he  prosecuted  his  design  in  the 
most  effectual  manner ;  for  he  applied  not  to  the  ecclesiasti- 
cal courts  for  a  divorce,  but  to  the  parliament  for  an  act,  by 
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which  his  marriage  might  be  diMolved,  the  nuptial  oon- 
tract  totally  annulled^  and  the  children  of  his  wife  illegiti- 
mated. This  act,  after  the  usual  deliberation,  he  obtained, 
though  without  the  approbation  of  some,  who  considered 
marriage  as  an  affair  only  cognizable  by  ecclesiastical 
judges*;  and,  on  March  3rd,  was  separated  from  his  wife, 
whose  fortune,  which  was  very  great,  was  repaid  her,  and 
who  having,  as  well  as  her  husband,  the  liberty  of  making 
€mother  choice,  was,  in  a  short  time,  married  to  colonel 
Brett. 

While  the  earl  of  Macclesfield  was  prosecuting  this 
affair,  his  wife  was,  on  the  10th  of  January,  1697-8,  de- 
livered of  a  son;  and  the  earl  Rivers,  by  appearing  to 
consider  him  as  his  own,  left  none  any  reason  to  doubt  of 
the  sincerity  of  her  declaration  ;  for  he  was  his  godfather, 
and  gave  him  his  own  name,  which  was,  by  his  direction, 
inserted  in  the  register  of  St.  Andrew's  parish^  in  Holborn, 
but,  unfortunately,  left  him  to  the  care  of  his  mother,  whom, 
as  she  was  now  set  free  from  her  husband,  he,  probably, 
imagined  likely  to  treat  with  great  tenderness  the  child 
that  had  contributed  to  so  pleasing  an  event.  It  is  not, 
indeed,  easy  to  discover  what  motives  could  be  found  to 
overbalance  that  natural  affection  of  a  parent,  or  what  in- 
terest could  be  promoted  by  neglect  or  cruelty.  The  dread 
of  shame  or  of  poverty,  by  which  some  wretches  have  been 
incited  to  abandon  or  to  murder  their  children,  cannot  be 
supposed  to  have  affected  a  woman  who  had  proclaimed 
her  crimes  and  solicited  reproach,  and  on  whom  the  cle- 
mency of  the  legislature  had  undeservedly  bestowed  a 
fortune,  which  would  have  been  very  little  diminished  by 

•  This  year  was  made  remarkable  by  the  dissolution  of  a  marriage  solemnized 
in  the  face  of  the  church.    Salmon's  Review. 

The  following  protest  is  registered  in  the  books  of  the  house  of  lords : 
Dissentient  : 

Because  we  conceive  that  this  is  the  first  bill  of  that  nature  that  hath  passed, 
where  there  was  not  a  divorce  first  obtained  in  the  spiritual  court ;  which  we 
look  upon  as  an  ill  precedent,  and  may  be  of  dangerous  consequence  in  the 
future.  Haufax.  Rochesteu. 

^  See  Mr.  BosweU's  doubts  on  this  head  ;  and  the  point  fully  discussed  by 
Malone,  tod  Bindley  in  the  notes  to  Boswell.    Edit  1816.  i.  150, 151.    £d. 
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the  expenses  which  the  care  of  her  child  could  have  brovght 
upon  her.  It  was»  therefore,  not  likely  that  she  wonld  be 
wicked  without  temptation ;  that  she  would  look  upon  her 
son,  from  his  birth,  with  a  kind  of  resentment  and  abhor- 
rence ;  and,  instead  of  supporting,  assisting,  and  defending 
him,  delight  to  see  him  strugg^ng  with  misery,  or  that  she 
would  take  every  opportunity  of  aggravating  his  misfor- 
tunes, and  obstructing  his  resources,  and,  with  an  implaca- 
ble and  restless  cruelty,  continue  her  persecution  from  the 
first  hour  of  his  life  to  the  last. 

But,  whatever  were  her  motives,  no  sooner  was  her  eon 
bom,  than  she  discovered  a  resolution  of  disowning  him ; 
and,  in  a  very  short  time,  removed  him  from  her  sight,  by 
committing  him  to  the  care  of  a  poor  woman,  whom  she 
directed  to  educate  him  as  her  own,  and  enjoined  never  to 
inform  him  of  his  true  parents. 

Such  was  the  beginning  of  the  life  of  Richard  Savage. 
Born  with  a  legal  claim  to  honour  and  to  affluence^  he  was, 
in  two  months,  illegitimated  by  the  parliament,  and  dis- 
owned by  his  mother,  doomed  to  poverty  and  obscurity, 
and  launched  upon  the  ocean  of  life,  only  that  he  might  be 
swallowed  by  its  quicksands,  or  dashed  upon  its  rocks. 

His  mother  could  not,  indeed,  infect  others  with  the 
same  cruelty.  As  it  was  impossible  to  avoid  the  inquiries 
which  the  curiosity  or  tenderness  of  her  relations  made 
after  her  child,  she  was  obliged  to  give  some  account  of 
the  measures  she  had  taken;  and  her  mother,  the  lady 
Mason,  whether  in  approbation  of  her  design,  or  to  pre- 
vent more  criminal  contrivances,  engaged  to  transact  with 
the  nurse,  to  pay  her  for  her  care,  and  to  superintend  the 
education  of  the  child. 

In  this  charitable  oflBce  she  was  assisted  by  his  god- 
mother, Mrs.  Lloyd,  who,  while  she  lived,  always  looked 
upon  him  with  that  tenderness  which  the  barbarity  of  his 
mother  made  peculiarly  necessary ;  but  her  death,  which 
happened  in  his  tenth  year,  was  another  of  the  misfortunes 
of  his  childhood ;  for  though  she  kindly  endeavoured  to  al- 
leviate his  loss  by  a  legacy  of  three  hundred  pounds^  yet^ 
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as  he  had  none  to  prosecnte  his  claim,  to  shelter  him  from 
oppression,  or  call  in  law  to  the  assistance  of  justice,  her 
will  was  eluded  by  the  executors,  and  no  part  of  the  money 
was  ever  paid^. 

He  was,  however,  not  yet  wholly  abandoned.  The  lady 
Mason  still  continued  her  care,  add  directed  him  to  be 
placed  at  a  small  grammar-school  near  St.  Alban's,  where 
he  was  called  by  the  name  of  bis  nurse,  without  the  least 
intimation  that  he  had  a  claim  to  any  other. 

Here  he  was  initiated  in  literature,  and  passed  through 
several  of  the  classes,  with  what  rapidity  or  with  what  ap- 
plause cannot  now  be  known.  As  he  always  spoke  with 
respect  of  his  master,  it  is  probable  that  the  mean  rank,  in 
which  be  then  appeared,  did  not  hinder  his  genius  from 
being  distinguished,  &r  his  industry  from  being  rewarded  ; 
and  if  in  so  low  a  state  he  obtained  distinction  and  re- 
wards, it  is  not  likely  they  were  gained  but  by  genius  and 
industry. 

It  is  very  reasonable  to  conjecture,  that  his  application 
was  equal  to  his  abilities,  because  his  improvement  was 
more  than  proportioned  to  the  opportunities  which  he  en- 
joyed ;  nor  can  it  be  doubted,  that  if  his  earliest  produc- 
tions had  been  preserved,  like  those  of  happier  students, 
we  might  in  some  have  found  vigorous  sallies  of  that 
sprightly  humour  which  distinguishes  the  Author  to  be  let, 
and  in  others  strong  touches  of  that  ardent  imagination 
which  painted  the  solemn  scenes  of  the  Wanderer. 

c  On  this  circumstancei  Boswell  founds  one  of  his  strongest  arguments  against 
Savage's  being  the  son  of  lady  Macclesfield.  "  If  there  was  such  a  legacy  left/' 
says  Boswell,  "  his  not  being  able  to  obtain  payment  of  it,  must  be  imputed  to 
his  consciousness  that  he  was  not  the  real  person.  The  just  inference  should  be, 
that,  by  the  death  of  lady  Macclesfield's  child  before  its  godmother,  the  legacy 
became  lapsed ;  and,  therefore,  that  Johnson's  Savage  was  an  impostor.  If  he 
had  a  title  to  the  legacy,  he  could  not  have  found  any  difficulty  in  recovering  it  -, 
for  had  the  executors  resisted  his  claim,  the  whole  costs,  as  well  as  the  legacy, 
must  have  been  paid  by  them,  if  he  had  been  the  child  to  whom  it  was  given." 
With  respect  for  the  legal  memory  of  Boswell,  we  would  venture  to  urge,  that 
the  forma  pauperis  is  not  the  most  available  mode  of  addressing  an  English 
court ;  and,  therefore,  Johnson  is  not  clearly  proved  wrong  by  the  above  argu- 
ment brought  against  him.     Ed. 
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While  he  was  thus  cultiyating  his  genius,  his  father,  the 
earl  Rivers,  was  seized  with  a  distemper,  which,  io  a  short 
time,  put  an  end  to  his  life**.  He  had  frequently  inquired 
after  his  son,  and  had  always  been  amused  with  fallacious 
and  evasive  answers ;  but,  being  now,  in  his  own  opinion, 
on  his  deathbed,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  provide  for  him 
among  his  other  natural  children,  and,  therefore,  demanded 
a  positive  account  of  him,  with  an  importunity  not  to  be 
diverted  or  denied.  His  mother,  who  could  no  longer 
refuse  an  answer,  determined,  at  least,  to  give  such  as 
should  cut  him  off  for  ever  from  that  happiness  which 
competence  affords,  and,  therefore,  declared  that  he  was 
dead ;  which  is,  perhaps,  the  first  instance  of  a  lie  invented 
by  a  mother  to  deprive  her  son  of  a  provision  which  was 
designed  him  by  another,  and  which  she  could  not  expect 
herself,  though  he  should  lose  it. 

This  was,  therefore,  an  act  of  wickedness  which  could 
not  be  defeated,  because  it  could  not  be  suspected ;  the 
earl  did  not  imagine  there  could  exist  in  a  human  form  a 
mother  that  would  ruin  her  son  without  enriching  herself, 
and,  therefore,  bestowed  upon  some  other  person  six 
thousand  pounds,  which  he  had  in  his  will  bequeathed  to 
Savage. 

The  same  cruelty  wbich  incited  his  mother  to  intercept 
this  provision  which  had  been  intended  him,  prompted  her, 
in  a  short  time,  to  another  project,  a  project  worthy  of  such 
a  disposition.  She  endeavoured  to  rid  herself  from  the 
danger  of  being  at  any  time  made  known  to  him,  by  send- 
ing him  secretly  to  the  American  plantations*.  ' 

By  whose  kindness  this  scheme  was  counteracted,  or  by 
what  interposition  she  was  induced  to  lay  aside  her  design, 
I  know  not;  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  lady  Mason 
might  persuade  or  compel  her  to  desist,  or,  perhaps,  she 
could  not  easily  find  accomplices  wicked  enough  to  concur 
in  so  cruel  an  action ;  for  it  may  be  conceived,  that  those 
who  had,  by  a  long  gradation  of  guilt,  hardened  their  hearts 

d  He  died  August  18th.  1712      R. 
«  Savage*i  preface  to  his  MisceUany. 
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against  the  sense  of  cornmoo  viekedness,  would  yet  be 
diocked  at  the  design  of  a  mother  to  expose  her  son  to 
slayerj  and  want,  to  expose  him  without  interest,  and  with- 
ont  proToeation ;  and  Savage  might,  on  this  occasion,  find 
protectors  and  advocates  among  those  who  had  long  traded 
in  crimes,  and  whom  compassion  had  never  touched  before. 
Being  hindered,  by  whatever  means,  from  banishing  him 
into  another  country,  she  formed,  soon  after,  a  scheme  for 
burying  him  in  poverty  and  obscurity  in  his  own;  and, 
that  his  station  of  life,  if  not  the  place  of  his  residence, 
might  keep  him  for  ever  at  a  distance  from  her,  she  ordered 
him  to  be  placed  with  a  shoemaker  in  Holborn,  that,  after 
the  usual  time  of  trial,  he  might  become  his  apprenticed 

It  is  generally  reported,  that  this  project  was,  for  some 
time,  successful,  and  that  Savage  was  employed  at  the  awl 
longer  than  he  was  willing  to  confess ;  nor  was  it,  perhaps, 
any  great  advantage  to  him,  that  an  unexpected  discovery 
determined  him  to  quit  his  occupation. 

About  this  time  his  nurse,  who  had  always  treated  him 
as  her  own  son,  died ;  and  it  was  natural  for  him  to  take 
care  of  those  efiects  which,  by  her  death,  were,  a$  he  ima- 
gined, become  his  own :  he,  therefore,  went  to  her  house, 
opened  her  boxes,  and  examined  her  papers,  among  which 
he  found  some  letters  written  to  her  by  the  lady  Mason, 
which  informed  him  of  his  birth,  and  the  reasons  for  which 
it  was  concealed. 

He  was  no  longer  satisfied  with  the  employment  which 
had  been  allotted  him,  but  thought  he  had  a  right  to  share 
the  affluence  of  his  mother ;  and,  therefore,  without  scruple, 
applied  to  her  as  her  son,  and  made  use  of  every  art  to 
awaken  her  tenderness,  and  attract  her  regard.  But  nei- 
ther his  letters,  nor  the  interposition  of  those  friends  which 
his  merit  or  his  distress  procured  him,  made  any  impression 
upon  her  mind.  She  still  resolved  to  neglect,  though  she 
could  no  longer  disown  him. 

It  was  to  no  purpose  that  he  frequently  solicited  her  to 

'  Savage's  preface  to  hit  Miscellany. 
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admit  him  to  see  her :  she  avoided  him  with  the  most  vigi- 
lant precaution,  and  ordered  him  to  be  excluded  from  her 
boase»  by  whomsoever  he  might  be  introduced,  and  what 
reason  soever  he  might  give  for  entering  it. 

Savage  was  at  the  same  time  so  touched  with  the  dis- 
(sovery  of  his  real  mother,  that  it  was  his  frequent  practice 
to  walk  in  the  dark  evenings  >  for  several  hours  before  her 
door,  in  hopes  of  seeing  her  as  she  might  come  by  accident 
to  the  window,  or  cross  her  apartment  with  a  candle  in 
her  hand. 

But  all  his  assiduity  and  tenderness  were  without  effeot, 
for  he  could  neither  soften  her  heart  nor  open  her  hand, 
find  was  reduced  to  the  utmost  miseries  of  want,  while  he 
was  endeavouring  to  awaken  the  affection  of  a  mother. 
He  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  seek  some  other  means  of 
support ;  and,  having  no  profession,  became,  by  necessity, 
an  author. 

At  this  time  the  attention  of  the  literary  world  was  en- 
grossed by  the  Bangorian  controversy,  which  filled  the 
press  with  pamphlets,  and  the  coffee-houses  with  dispu- 
tants. Of  this  subject,  as  most  popular,  he  made  choice 
for  his  first  attempt,  and,  without  any  other  knowledge  of 
the  question  than  he  had  casually  collected  from  conversa- 
tion, published  a  poem  against  the  bishop  ^. 

What  was  the  success  or  merit  of  this  performance,  I 
know  not;  it  was  probably  lost  among  the  innumerable 
pamphlets  to  which  that  dispute  gave  occasion.  Mr.  Sa- 
vage was  himself  in  a  little  time  ashamed  of  it,  and  endea- 
voured to  suppress  it,  by  destroying  all  the  copies  that  he 
could  collect. 

He  then  attempted  a  more  gainful  kind  of  writing  ^  and^, 
in  his  eighteenth  year,  offered  to  the  stage  a  comedy,  bor- 
rowed from  a  Spanish  plot,  which  was  refused  by  the  play- 
ers, and  was,  therefore,  given  by  him  to  Mr.  Bullock,  who, 

f  See  the  Plain  Dealer. 

*>  The  title  of  this  poem  was  the  Convocation,  or  a  Battle  of  Pamphlets* 
1717.    J.  B. 
'  Jacob's  Lives  of  the  Dramatick  Poets.    Dr.  J. 
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having  more  interest,  made  some  slight  alteratioiis,  and 
brought  it  upon  the  stage,  under  the  title  of  Woman^s  a 
Riddle  ^,  but  allowed  the  unhappy  author  no  part  of  the 
profit. 

Not  discouraged,  however,  at  his  repulse,  he  wrote,  two 
years  afterwards,  Love  in  a  Veil,  another  comedy,  borrowed 
likewise  from  the  Spanish,  but  with  little  better  success 
than  before ;  for,  though  it  was  received  and  acted,  yet  it 
appeared  so  late  in  the  year,  that  the  author  obtained  no 
other  advantage  from  it,  than  the  acquaintance  of  sir 
Richard  Steele,  and  Mr.  Wilks,  by  whom  he  was  pitied, 
caressed,  and  relieved. 

Sir  Richard  Steele,  having  declared  in  his  favour  with 
all  the  ardour  of  benevolence  which  constituted  his  cha- 
racter, promoted  hisnnterest  with  the  utmost  zeal,  related 
his  misfortunes,  applauded  his  merit,  took  all  the  opportu- 
nities of  recommending  him,  and  asserted,  that ''  the  inhu- 
manity of  his  mother  had  given  him  a  right  to  find  every 
good  man  his  father  K** 

Nor  was  Mr.  Savage  admitted  to  his  acquaintance  only» 
but  to  his  confidence,  of  which  he  sometimes  related  an 
instance  too  extraordinary  to  be  omitted,  as  it  affords  a 
very  just  idea  of  his  patron*s  character. 

He  was  once  desired  by  sir  Richard,  with  an  air  of  the 
utmost  importance,  to  come  very  early  to  his  house  the 
next  morning.  Mr.  Savage  came  as  he  had  promised, 
found  the  chariot  at  the  door,  and  sir  Richard  waiting  for 
him,  and  ready  to  go  out.  What  was  intended,  and 
whither  they  were  to  go.  Savage  could  not  conjecture, 
and  was  not  willing  to  inquire;  but  immediately  seated 
himself  with  sir  Richard.  The  coachman  was  ordered  to 
drive,  and  they  hurried,  with  the  utmost  expedition,  to 
Hyde-park  corner,  where  they  stopped  at  a  petty  tavern, 
and  retired  to  a  private  room.  Sir  Richard  then  informed 
him,  that  he  intended  to  publish  a  pamphlet,  and  that  he 

^  This  play  was  printed  first  in  8vo. ;  and  afterwards  in  12mo.  the  fifth 
edition.     Dr.  J. 

'  Plain  Dealer.     Dr.  J. 
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bad  desired  him  to  come  tbitber  that  be  might  write  for 
bim.  They  soon  sat  down  to  the  work.  Sir  Richard  dic- 
tated, and  Savage  wrote,  till  the  dinner  that  had  been  or- 
dered was  put  upon  the  table.  Savage  was  surprised  at 
the  meanness  of  the  entertainment,  and»  after  some  hesi- 
tation, ventured  to  ask  for  wine,  which  sir  Richard,  not 
without  reluctance,  ordered  to  be  brought.  They  then 
finished  theur  dinner,  and  proceeded  in  their  pamphlet, 
which  they  concluded  in  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Savage  then  imagined  his  task  over,  and  expected 
that  sir  Richard  would  call  for  the  reckoning,  and  return 
home ;  but  his  expectations  deceived  him,  for  sir  Richard 
told  him  that  he  was  without  money,  and  that  the  pam- 
phlet must  be  sold,  before  the  dinner  could  be  paid  for  ^ 
and  Savage  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  go  and  offer  their 
new  production  to  sale  for  two  guineas,  which,  with  some 
difficulty,  he  obtained.  Sir  Richard  then  returned  home, 
having  retired  that  day  only  to  avoid  his  creditors,  and 
composed  the  pamphlet  only  to  discharge  his  reckoning. 

Mr.  Savage  related  another  fact  equally  uncommon, 
which,  though  it  has  no  relation  to  his  life,  ought  to  be 
preserved.  Sir  Richard  Steele  having  one  day  invited 
to  his  house  a  great  number  of  persons  of  the  first  quality, 
they  were  surprised  at  the  number  of  liveries  which  sur- 
rounded the  table ;  and  after  dinner,  when  wine  and  mirth 
had  set  them  free  from  the  observation  of  rigid  cere- 
mony, one  of  them  inquired  of  sir  Richard,  how  such  an 
expensive  train  of  domesticks  could  be  consistent  with  his 
fortune.  Sir  Richard  very  frankly  confessed,  that  they 
were  fellows  of  whom  he  would  very  willingly  be  rid: 

3nd  being  then  asked  why  he  did  not  discharge  them, 
eclared  that  they  were  bailiffs,  who  had  introduced  them- 
selves with  an  execution,  and  whom,  since  he  could  not 
send  them  away,  he  had  thought  it  convenient  to  embellish 
with  liveries,  that  they  might  do  him  credit  while  they 
staid. 

His  friends  were  diverted  with  the   expedient,  and, 
by  paying  the  debt,  discharged  their  attendance,  having 
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obliged  sir  Richard  to  promiae  that  they  should  never 
again  find  him  graced  with  a  retinue  of  the  same  kind. 

Under  such  a  tutor  Mr.  Savage  wm  not  likely  to  learn 
prudence  or  frugality ;  and,  perhaps,  many  of  the  misfor- 
tunes which  the  want  of  those  virtues  brought  upon  him 
in  the  following  parts  of  his  life,  might  be  justly  imputed 
to  so  unimproving  an  example. 

Nor  did  the  kindness  of  sir  Richard  end  in  common  fa- 
vours. He  proposed  to  have  established  him  in  some  set- 
tled scheme  of  life,  and  to  have  contracted  a  kind  of  al- 
liance with  him,  by  marrying  him  to  a  natural  daughter,  on 
whom  he  intended  to  bestow  a  thousand  pounds.  But, 
though  he  was  always  lavish  of  future  bounties,  he  con- 
ducted his  afiairs.  in  such  a  manner,  that  he  was  very  sel- 
dom able  to  keep  his  promises,  or  execute  his  own  inten- 
tions ;  and,  as  he  was  never  able  to  raise  the  sum  which  he 
had  offered,  the  marriage  was  delayed.  In  the  mean  time 
he  was  officiously  informed,  that  Mr.  Savage  had  ridiculed 
him ;  by  which  he  was  so  much  exasperated,  that  he  with- 
drew the  allowance  which  he  had  paid  him,  and  never 
afterwards  admitted  him  to  his  bouse. 

It  is  not,  indeed,  unlikely  that  Savage  might,  by  his  im- 
prudence, expose  himself  to  the  malice  of  a  talebearer;  for 
his  patron  had  many  follies,  which,  as  his  discernment 
easily  discovered,  his  imagination  might  sometimes  ipcite 
him  to  mention  too  ludicrously.  A  little  knowledge  of  the 
world  is  sufficient  to  discover  that  such  weakness  is  very 
common,  and  that  there  are  few  who  do  not  sometimes,  in 
the  wantonness  of  thoughtless  mirth,  or  the  heat  of  tran- 
sient resentment,  speak  of  their  friends  and  benefactors  with 
levity  and  contempt,  though,  in  their  cooler  moments,  they 
want  neither  sense  of  their  kindness,  nor  reverence  for 
their  virtue :  the  fault,  therefore,  of  Mr.  Savage  was  rather 
negligence  than  ingratitude.  But  sir  Richard  must,  like- 
wise, be  acquitted  of  severity,  for  who  is  there  that  can  pa- 
tiently bear  contempt  from  one  whom  he  has  relieved  and 
supported,  whose  establishment  he  has  laboured,  and  whose 
interest  he  has  promoted  ? 
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He  was  now  again  abandoned  to  fortune,  without  any 
other  friend  than  Mr.  Wilks ;  a  man  who,  whatever  were 
his  alnlities  inr  skill  as  an  actor,  deserres,  at  least,  to  be  re- 
membered for  his  yirtoes  >",  which  are  not  often  to  be  found 
in  the  world,  and,  perhaps,  less  often  in  his  profession  than 
in  others.  To  be  humane,  generous,  and  candid,  is  a  very 
high  degree  of  merit  in  any  case ;  but  (hose  qualities  de- 
serve still  greater  praise,  when  they  are  found  in  that  con- 
dition which  makes  almost  ey^ry  other  man,  for  what- 
ever reason,  contemptuous,  insolent,  petulant,  selfish,  and 
brutal. 

As  Mr.  Wilks  was  one  of  those  to  whom  calamity  sel- 
dom complained  without  relief,  he  naturally  took  an  un- 
fortunate wit  into  his  protection,  and  not  only  assisted  him 
in  any  casual  distresses,  but  continued  an  equal  and  steady 
kindness  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Py  his  interposition  Mr.  Savage  once  obtained  from  his 
mother"  fifty  pounds,  and  a  promise  of  one  hundred  and 

»>  As  it  18  a  lo6t  to  mankind  when  any  good  action  ig  forgotten,  I  ihall  insert 
another  instance  of  Mr.  Wilks's  generosity,  very  little  known.  Mr.  Smith,  a 
gentleman  educated  at  Dublin,  being  hindered  by  an  impediment  in  his  pro- 
nunciation from  engaging  in  orders,  for  which  his  friends  designed  him,  left  his 
own  country,  and  came  to  London  in  quest  of  employment,  but  found  his  solici- 
tations fruitless,  and  his  necessities  every  day  more  pressing.  In  this  distress 
he  wrote  a  tragedy,  and  offered  it  to  the  players,  by  whom  it  was  rejected. 
Thus  were  his  last  hopes  defeated,  and  he  had  no  other  prospect  than  of  the 
most  deplorable  poverty.  But  Mr.  Wilks  thought  his  performance,  though  not 
perfect,  at  least  worthy  of  some  reward,  and,  therefore,  offered  him  a  benefit. 
This  fivour  he  improved  with  so  much  diligence,  that  the  house  afforded  him  a 
considerable  sura,  with  which  he  went  to  Leyden,  applied  himself  to  the  study 
of  physick,  and  prosecuted  his  design  with  so  much  diligence  and  success,  that, 
when  Dr.  Boerhaave  was  desired  by  the  czarina  to  recommend  proper  persons  to 
introduce  into  Russia  the  practice  and  study  of  physick.  Dr.  Smith  was  one  of 
those  whom  he  selected.  He  had  a  considerable  pension  settled  on  him  at  his 
arrival,  and  was  one  of  the  chief  physicians  at  the  Russian  court.     Dr.  J. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Smith,  in  Russia,  to  Mr.  Wilks,  is  printed  in  Chetwood*s 
History  of  the  Stage.    R. 

■  "  This,'*  says  Dr.  Johnson,. "  I  write  upon  the  credit  of  the  author  of  his 
life,  which  was  published  in  1727  ;*'  and  was  a  small  pamphlet,  intended  to 
plead  his  cause  with  the  publick  while  under  sentence  of  death  "  for  the  mur- 
der of  Mr.  James  Sinclair,  at  Robinson's  coffee-house,  at  Chariog-cross,  price 
6d.  Roberts."    Savage  sent  a  copy  of  it  to  Mrs.  Carter,  with  some  corrections 
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fifty  more ;  but  it  was  the  fate  of  this  unhappy  man,  that 
few  promises  of  any  advantage  to  him  were  performed. 
His  mother  was  infected^  among  others,  with  the  general 
madness  of  the  South-sea  traffick  4  and,  having  been  dis- 
appointed in  her  expectations,  refused  to  pay  what,  per- 
haps, nothing  but  the  prospect  of  sudden  affluence  prompted 
her  to  promise. 

Being  thus  obliged  to  depend  upon  the  friendship  of 
Mr.  Wilks,  he  was,  consequently,  an  assiduous  frequenter 
of  the  theatres ;  and,  in  a  short  time,  the  amusements  of 
the  stage  took  such  possession  of  his  mind,  that  he  never 
was  absent  from  a  play  in  several  years. 

This  constant  attendance  naturally  procured  him  the 
acquaintance  of  the  players;  and,  among  others,  of  Mrs. 
Oldfield,  who  was  so  much  pleased  with  his  conversation, 
and  touched  with  his  misfortunes,  that  she  allowed  him  a 
settled  pension  of  fifty  pounds  a  year,  which  was  during 
her  life  regularly  paid. 

That  this  act  of  generosity  may  receive  its  due  praise, 
and  that  the  good  actions  of  Mrs.  Oldfield  may  not  be 
sullied  by  her  general  character,  it  b  proper  to  mention 
what  Mr.  Savage  often  declared,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
that  he  never  saw  her  alone,  or  in  any  other  place  than 
behind  the  scenes. 

At  her  death  he  endeavoured  to  show  his  gratitude  in 
the  most  decent  manner,  by  wearing  mourning,  as  for  a 
mother ;  but  did  not  celebrate  her  in  elegies  ®,  because  he 
knew  that  too  great  profusion  of  praise  would  only  have 
revived  those  faults  which  his  natural  equity  did  not  allow 
him  to  think  less,  because  they  were  committed  by  one 
who  favoured  him  ;  but  of  which,  though  his  virtue  would 
not  endeavour  to  palliate  them,  his  gratitude  would  not 
suffer  him  to  prolong  the  memory,  or  diffuse  the  censure. 

In  his  Wanderer,  he  has,  indeed,  taken  an  opportunity 

and  remarks.  See  his  letter  to  that  lady  in  Mrs.  Carter's  life  by  Mr.  Penning- 
ton, vol.  i.  p.  58. 

o  Chetwood,  however,  has  printed  a  poem  on  her  death,  which  he  ascribes 
to  Mr.  Savage.    See  History  of  the  Stage,  p.  206     R 
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of  mentioning  her ;  bat  celebrates  her  not  for  her  virtue, 
but  her  beauty,  an  excellence  which  none  ever  denied 
her:  this  is  the  only  encomium  with  which  he  has  re- 
warded her  liberality ;  and,  perhaps,  he  has,  even  in  this, 
been  too  lavish  of  his  praise.  He  seems  to  have  thought, 
that  never  to  mention  his  benefactress  would  have  an  ap- 
pearance of  ingratitude,  though  to  have  dedicated  any 
particular  performance  to  her  memory  would  have  only 
betrayed  an  officious  partiality,  that,  without  exalting  her 
character,  would  have  depressed  hb  own. 

He  had  sometimes,  by  the  l^indness  of  Mr.  Wilks,  the 
advantage  of  a  benefit,  on  which  occasions  he  often  re- 
ceived uncommon  marks  of  regard  and  compassion ;  and 
was  once  told,  by  the  duke  of  Dorset,  that  it  was  just  to 
consider  him  as  an  injured  nobleman;  and  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  nobility  ought  to  think  themselves  obliged, 
without  solicitation,  to  take  every  opportunity  of  support- 
ing him  by  their  countenance  and  patronage.  But  he  had 
generally  the  mortification  to  hear,  that  the  whole  interest 
of  his  mother  was  employed  to  frustrate  his  applications, 
and  that  she  never  left  any  expedient  untried,  by  which 
he  might  be  cut  off  from  the  possibility  of  supporting  life. 
The  same  disposition  she  endeavoured  to  diffuse  among 
all  those  over  whom  nature  or  fortune  gave  her  any  influ- 
ence ;  and,  indeed,  succeeded  too  well  in  her  design  ;  but 
could  not  always  propagate  her  effrontery  with  her  cruelty; 
for  some  of  those,  whom  she  incited  against  him,  were 
ashamed  of  their  own  conduct,  and  boasted  of  that  relief 
which  they  never  gave  him. 

In  this  censure  I  do  not  indiscriminately  involve  all  his 
relations;  for  he  has  mentioned,  with  gratitude,  the  hu- 
manity of  one  lady,  whose  name  I  am  -now  unable  to  re- 
collect, and  to  whom,  therefore,  I  cannot  pay  the  praises 
which  she  deserves,  for  having  acted  well,  in  opposition  to 
influence,  precept,  and  example. 

The  punishment  which  our  laws  inflict  upon  those  pa- 
rents who  murder  their  infants,  is  well  known ;  nor  has  its 
justice  ever  been  contested;   but,  if  they  deserve  death 
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who  destroy  «  child  in  its  birth,  what  pains  can  be  severe 
enough  for  her  who  forbears  to  destroy  him,  only  to  inflict 
sharper  miseries  npon  him ;  who  prolongs  his  life,  only  to 
make  him  miserable ;  and  who  exposes  him,  without  care 
and  without  pity,  to  the  malice  of  oppression,  the  caprices 
of  chance,  and  the  temptations  of  poverty ;  who  rejoices 
to  see  him  overwhelmed  with  calamities ;  and,  when  his 
own  industry,  or  the  charity  of  others,  has  enabled  him  to 
rise,  for  a  short  time,  above  his  miseries,  phinges  him 
again  into  his  former  distress  ? 

The  kindness  of  his  friends  not  affording  him  any  con- 
stant supply,  and  the  prospect  of  improving  his  fortune 
by  enlarging  his  acquaintance  necessarily  leading  him  to 
places  of  expense,  he  found  it  necessary  >*  to  endeavour> 
once  more,  at  dramatick  poetry,  for  which  he  was  now 
better  qualified,  by  a  more  extensive  knowledge  and 
longer  observation.  But  having  been  unsuccessful  in  co- 
medy, though  rather  for  want  of  opportunities  than  genius, 
he  resolved  now  to  try  whether  he  should  not  be  more 
fortunate  in  exhibiting  a  tragedy. 

The  story  which  he  chose  for  the  subject,  was  that  of 
sir  Thomas  Overbury,  a  story  well  adapted  to  the  stage, 
though,  perhaps,  not  far  enough  removed  from  the  present 
age  to  admit  properly  the  fictions  necessary  to  complete 
the  plan;  for  the  mind,  which  naturally  loves  truth,  is 
always  most  offended  with  the  violation  of  those  truths  of 
which  we  are  most  certain;  and  we,  of  course,  conceive 
those  facts  most  certain,  which  approach  nearest  to  our 
own  time. 

Out  of  this  story  he  formed  a  tragedy,  which,  if  the 
circumstances  in  which  he  wrote  it  be  considered,  will 
afford,  at  once,  an  uncommon  proof  of  strength  of  genius, 
and  evenness  of  mind,  of  a  serenity  not  to  be  rufiled,  and 
an  imagination  not  to  be  suppressed. 

During  a  considerable  part  of  the  time  in  which  he  was 
employed  upon  this  performance,  he  was  without  lodging, 

P  In  1724. 
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and  often  without  meat;  nor  bad  he  any  other  conte* 
nienctes  for  study  than  the  fields  or  the  streets  allowed 
him :  there  he  ased  to  walk  and  form  his  speeches,  and» 
afterwards,  step  into  a  shop,  beg  for  a  few  moments  the 
use  of  the  pen  and  ink,  and  write  down  what  he  had 
composed,  upon  paper  which  he  had  picked  ap  by  acci- 
dent. 

If  the  performance  of  a  writer  thus  distressed  is  not 
perfect,  its  faults  ought,  surely,  to  be  imputed  to  a  cause 
very  different  from  want  of  genius,  and  must  rather  excite 
pity  than  provoke  censure. 

But  when,  under  these  disconragements,  the  tragedy 
was  finished,  there  yet  remained  the  labour  of  introducing 
it  on  the  stage ;  an  undertaking,  which,  to  an  ingenuous 
mind,  was,  in  a  very  high  degree,  vexatious  and  dis- 
gusting; for,  having  little  interest  or  reputation,  he  was 
obliged  to  submit  himself  wholly  to  the  players,  and  ad- 
mit, with  whatever  reluctance,  the  emendations  of  Mr. 
Cibber,  which  he  always  considered  as  the  disgrace  of  his 
performance. 

He  had,  indeed,  in  Mr.  Hill,  another  critick  of  a  very 
different  class,  from  whose  friendship  he  received  great 
assistance  on  many  occasions,  and  whom  he  never  men- 
tioned but  with  the  utmost  tenderness  and  regard.  He 
had  been  for  some  time  distinguished  by  him  with  very 
particular  kindness,  and  on  this  occasion  it  was  natural  to 
apply  to  him,  as  an  author  of  an  established  character.  He, 
therefore,  sent  this  tragedy  to  him,  with  a  short  copy  of 
verses'^,  in  which  he  desired  his  correction.  Mr.  Hill, 
whose  humanity  and  politeness  are  generally  known,  readily 
complied  with  his  request;  but,  as  he  is  remarkable  for 
singularity  of  sentiment,  and  bold  experiments  in  language, 
Mr.  Savage  did  not  think  his  play  much  improved  by  his 
innovation,  and  had,  even  at  that  time,  the  courage  to  re- 
ject several  passages  which  he  could  not  approve ;  and, 
what  is  still  more  laudable,  Mr.  Hill  had  the  generosity 

<i  PriDted  ii^the  late  coU.ection  of  his  poems. 
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not  to  resent  the  neglect  of  his  alterations,  but  wrote  the 
prologue  and  epilogue,  in  which  he  touches  on  the  circum- 
stances of  the  author  with  great  tenderness. 

After  all  these  obstructions  and  compliances,  he  was 
only  able  to  bring  his  play  upon  the  stage  in  the  summer, 
when  the  chief  actors  had  retired,  and  the  rest  were  in 
possession  of  the  house  for  their  own  advantage.  Among 
these,  Mr.  Savage  was  admitted  to  play  the  part  of  sir 
Thomas  Overhury^  by  which  he  gained  no  great  reputa- 
tion, the  theatre  being  a  province  for  which  nature  seemed 
not  to  have  designed  him ;  for  neither  his  voice,  look,  nor 
gesture,  were  such  as  were  expected  on  the  stage ;  and  he 
was  so  much  ashamed  of  having  been  reduced  to  appear  as 
a  player,  that  he  always  blotted  out  his  name  from  the  list, 
when  a  copy  of  his  tragedy  was  to  be  shown  to  his  friends. 

In  the  publication  of  his  performance  he  was  more  suc- 
cessful, for  the  rays  of  genius  that  glimmered  in  it,  that 
glimmered  through  all  the  mists  which  poverty  and  Gibber 
had  been  able  to  spread  over  it,  procured  him  the  notice 
and  esteem  of  many  persons  eminent  for  their  rank,  their 
virtue,  and  their  wit 

Of  this  play,  acted,  printed,  and  dedicated,  the  accumu- 
lated profits  arose  to  a  hundred  pounds,  which  he  thought 
at  that  time  a  very  large  sum,  having  been  never  master 
of  so  much  before. 

In  the  dedications  for  which  he  received  ten  guineas, 
there  is  nothing  remarkable.  The  preface  contains  a  very 
liberal  encomium  on  the  blooming  excellencies  of  Mr. 
Theophilus  Gibber,  which  Mr.  Savage  could  not  in  the 
latter  part  of  his  life  see  his  friends  about  to  read  without 
snatching  the  play  out  of  their  hands.  The  generosity  of 
Mr.  Hill  did  not  end  on  this  occasion ;  for  afterwards, 
when  Mr.  Savage's  necessities  returned,  he  encouraged  a 
subscription  to  a  Miscellany  of  Poems  in  a  very  extraordi- 

r  It  was  acted  only  three  nights,  the  first  on  June  12, 1723.  When  the  house 
opened  for  the  winter  season  it  was  once  more  performed  for  the  author's  bene- 
fit. Oct.  2.    R. 

»  To  Herbert  Tryst,  esq.  of  Herefoidshire.     Dr.  J. 
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nary  manner,  by  publishing  his  story  in  the  Plain  Dealer  S 
with  some  affecting  lines,  which  he  asserts  to  have  been 
written  by  Mr.  Savage  upon  the  treatment  received  by  him 
from  his  mother,  but  of  which  he  was  himself  the  author, 
as  Mr.  Savage  afterwards  declared.  These  lines,  and  the 
paper  in  which  they  were  inserted,  had  a  very  powerful 
effect  upon  all  but  his  mother,  whom,  by  making  her 
cruelty  more  publick,  they  only  hardened  in  her  aversion. 

Mr.  Hill  not  only  promoted  the  subscription  to  the  Mis- 
cellany, but  furnished  likewise  the  greatest  part  of  the 
poems  of  which  it  is  composed,  and  particularly  the  Happy 
Man,  which  he  published  as  a  specimen. 

The  subscriptions  of  those  whom  these  papers  should 
influence  to  patronise  merit  in  distress,  without  any  other 
solicitation,  were  directed  to  be  left  at  Button's  coffee- 
house; and  Mr.  Savage  going  thither  a  few  days  after- 
wards, without  expectation  of  any  effect  from  his  proposal, 
found  to  his  surprise  seventy  guineas**,  which  had  been  sent 
him  in  consequence  of  the  compassion  excited  by  Mr.  Hill's 
pathetick  representation. 

To  this  Miscellany  he  wrote  a  preface,  in  which  he 
gives  an  accouQt  of  his  mother's  cruelty  in  a  very  uncom- 
mon strain  of  humour,  and  with  a  gaiety  of  imagination, 
which  the  success  of  his  subscription  probably  produced. 

The  dedication  is  addressed  to  the  lady  Mary  Wortley 
Montague,  whom  he  flatters  without  reserve,  and,  to  con- 
fess the  truth,  with  very  little  art*.    The  same  observa- 

t  The  Plain  Dealer  was  a  periodical  paper,  written  by  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr. 
Bond,  whom  Savage  called  the  two  contending  powers  of  light  and  darkness. 
They  wrote,  by  turns,  each  six  essays ;  and  the  character  of  the  work  was  ob- 
served regularly  to  rise  in  Mr.  UilFs  weeks,  and  fall  in  Mr.  Bond's.    Dr.  J. 

"  The  names  of  those  who  so  generously  contributed  to  his  relief  haviog  been 
mentioned  in  a  former  account,  ought  not  to  be  omitted  here.  They  were  the 
dutchess  of  Cleveland,  lady  Cheyney,  lady  Castlemain,  lady  Gowcr,  lady  Lech- 
mere,  Che  dutchess  dowager  and  dutchess  of  Rutland,  lady  Strafford,  the  coun- 
tess  dowager  of  Warwick,  Mrs.  Mary  Floyer,  Mrs.  Sofuel  Noel,  duke  of  Rut- 
land, lord  Gainsborough,  lord  Milsington,  Mr.  John  Savage.    Dr.  J. 

^  This  the  following  extract  from  it  will  prove  : 

— "  Since  our  country  has  been  honoured  with  the  glory  of  your  wit,  as  ele- 
vated and  immortal  as  your  soul,  it  no  longer  remains  a  doubt  whether  your 
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tion  may  be  extended  to  all  his  dedications :  bb  compli- 
ments are  constrained  and  violent,  heaped  together  without 
the  grace  of  order,  or  the  decency  of  introduction:  he 
seems  to  have  written  his  panegyricks  for  the  perusal  only 
of  his  patrons,  and  to  have  imagined  that  he  had  no  other 
task  than  to  pamper  them  with  praises,  however  gross,  and 
that  flattery  would  make  its  way  to  the  heart,  without  the 
assistance  of  elegance  or  invention. 

Soon  afterwards  the  death  of  the  king  furnished  a  ge- 
neral subject  for  a  poetical  contest,  in  which  Mr.  Savage 
engaged,  and  is  allowed  to  have  carried  the  prize  of 
honour  from  his  competitors  :  hot  I  know  not  whether  he 
gained  by  his  performance  any  other  advantage  than  the 
increase  of  his  reputation ;  though  it  must  certainly  have 
been  with  further  views  that  he  prevailed  upon  himself  to 
attempt  a  species  of  writing,  of  which  all  the  topicks  had 
been  long  before  exhausted,  and  which  was  made  at  once 
difficult  by  the  multitudes  that  had  failed  in  it,  and  those 
that  had  succeeded. 

He  was  now  advancing  in  reputation,  and  though  fre- 
quently involved  in  very  distressful  perplexities,  appeared, 
however,  to  be  gaining  upon  mankind,  when  both  his  fame 
and  his  life  were  endangered  by  an  event,  of  which  it  is 
not  yet  determined,  whether  it  ought  to  be  mentioned  as 
a  crime  or  a  calamity. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1727,  Mr.  Savage  came 
from  Richmond,  where  he  then  lodged,  that  he  might 
pursue  his  studies  with  less  interruption,  with  an  intent  to 
discharge  another  lodg^g  which  he  had  in  Westminster ; 

sex  have  strength  of  mind  in  proportioii  to  their  sweetness.  There  is  some- 
thing in  your  vetses  as  distinguished  as  your  air.  They  are  as  strong  as  truth, 
as  deep  as  reason,  as  clear  as  innocence,  and  as  smooth  as  beauty.  They  con- 
tain a  nameless  and  peculiar  mixture  of  force  and  grace,  which  is  at  once  so 
movingly  serene,  and  so  majestically  lovely,  that  it  is  too  amiable  to  appear  viy 
where  but  in  your  eyes  and  in  your  writings." 

"  As  fortune  is  not  more  my  enemy  than  I  am  the  enemy  of  flattery,  I  know 
not  how  I  can  forbear  this  application  to  your  ladyship,  because  there  is  scarce 
a  possibility  that  I  should  say  more  than  1  believe,  when  I  am  speaking  of  your 
excellence."     Dr.  J. 
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and  accidentally  meeting  two  gentlemen,  his  acquaint- 
ances»  whose  names  were  Merchant  and  Gregory,  he  went 
in  with  them  to  a  neighbouring  coffee-house,  and  sat  drink- 
ing till  it  was  late,  it  being  in  no  time  of  Mr.  Savage's  life 
any  part  of  his  character  to  be  the  first  of  the  company  that 
desired  to  separate.  He  would  willingly  have  gone  to 
bed  in  the  same  house ;  but  there  was  not  room  for  the 
whole  company,  and,  therefore,  they  agreed  to  ramble 
about  the  streets,  and  divert  themselves  with  such  amuse- 
ments as  should  offer  themselves  till  morning. 

In  this  walk  they  happened  unluckily  to  discover  a 
light  in  Robinson*s  coffee-house,  near  Charing-cross,  and, 
therefore,  went  in.  Merchant,  with  some  rudeness,  de- 
manded a  room,  and  was  told  that  there  was  a  good  fire 
in  the  next  parlour,  which  the  company  were  about  to 
leave,  being  then  paying  their  reckoning.  Merchant,  not 
satisfied  with  this  answer,  rushed  into  the  room,  and  was 
followed  by  his  companions.  He  then  petulantly  placed 
himself  between  the  company  and  the  fire,  and  soon  after 
kicked  down  the  table.  This  produced  a  quarrel,  swords 
were  drawn  on  both  sides,  and  one  Mr.  James  Sinclair 
was  killed.  Savage,  having  likewise  wounded  a  maid  that 
held  him,  forced  his  way  with  Merchant  out  of  the  house  ; 
but  being  intimidated  and  confused,  without  resolution 
either  to  fly  or  stay,  they  were  taken  in  a  back  court  by 
one  of  the  company,  and  some  soldiers,  whom  he  had 
called  to  his  assistance. 

Being  secured  and  guarded  that  night,  they  were  in  the 
morning  carried  before  three  justices,  who  committed  them 
to  the  Gate-house,  from  whence,  upon  the  death  of  Mr. 
Sinclair,  which  happened  the  same  day,  they  were  re- 
moved in  the  night  to  Newgate,  where  they  were,  how- 
ever, treated  with  some  distinction,  exempted  from  the 
ignominy  of  chains,  and  confined,  not  among  the  common 
criminals,  but  in  the  press-yard. 

When  the  day  of  trial  came,  the  court  was  crowded  in 
a  very  unusual  manner ;  and  the  publick  appeared  to  in- 
terest itself,  as  in  a  cause  of  general  concern.     The  wit- 
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nesses  against  Mr.  Savage  and  his  friends  were,  the 
woman  who  kept  the  house,  which  was  a  house  of  ill 
fame,  and  her  maid,  the  men  who  were  in  the  room  with 
Mr.  Sinclair,  and  a  woman  of  the  town,  who  had  been 
drinking  with  them,  and  with  whom  one  of  them  had  been 
seen  in  bed.  They  swore  in  general,  that  Merchant  gave 
the  provocation,  whiqh  Savage  and  Gregory  drew  their 
swords  to  justify;  that  Savage  drew  first,  and  that  he 
stabbed  Sinclair  when  he  was  not  in  a  posture  of  defence, 
or'  while  Gregory  commanded  his  sword ;  that  after  he 
had  given  the  thrust  he  turned  pale,  and  would  have  re- 
tired, but  that  the  maid  clung  round  him,  and  one  of  the 
company  endeavoured  to  detain  him,  from  whom  he  broke, 
by  cutting  the  maid  on  the  head,  but  was  afterwards  taken 
in  a  court. 

There  was  some  difference  in  their  depositions ;  one  did 
not  see  Savage  give  the  wound,  another  saw  it  given  when 
Sinclair  held  his  point  towards  the  ground ;  and  the  woman 
of  the  town  asserted,  that  she  did  not  see  Sinclair's  sword 
at  all :  this  difference,  however,  was  very  far  from  amount- 
ing to  inconsistency ;  but  it  was  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
hurry  of  the  dispute  was  such,  that  it  was  not  easy  to  dis- 
cover the  truth  with  relation  to  pioticular  circumstances, 
and  that,  therefore,  some  deductions  were  to  be  made 
from  the  credibility  of  the  testimonies. 

Sinclair  had  declared  several  times  before  bis  death,  that 
he,  received  his  wound  from  Savage ;  nor  did  Savage  at  his 
trial  deny  the  feet,  but  endeavoured  partly  to  extenuate  it, 
by  urging  the  suddenness  of  the  whole  action,  and  the  im- 
possibility of  any  ill  design,  or  premeditated  malice ;  and 
partly  to  justify  it  by  the  necessity  of  self-defence^  and  the 
hazard  of  his  own  life,  if  he  had  lost  that  opportunity  of 
giving  the  thrust:  he  observed,  that  neither  reason  nor  law 
obliged  a  man  to  wait  for  the  blow  which  was  threatened, 
and  which,  if  he  should  suffer  it,  he  might  never  be  able  to 
return;  that  it  was  always  allowable  to  prevent  an  assault, 
and  to  preserve  life  by  taking  away  that  of  the  adversary 
by  whom  it  was  endangered. 
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With  regwtd  to  the  violence  with  which  he  endeavoured 
to  escape,  he  declared,  that  it  was  not  his  design  to  fly  from 
justice,  or  decline  a  trial,  but  to  avoid  the  expenses  and 
severities  of  a  prison ;  and  that  he  intended  to  have  ap- 
peared at  the  bar  without  compulsion. 

This  defence,  which  took  up  more  than  an  hour,  was 
heard  by  the  multitude  that  thronged  the  court  with  the 
most  attentive  and  respectful  silence ;  those  who  thought 
he  ought  not  to  be  acquitted,  owned  that  applause  could 
not  be  refused  him ;  and  those  who  before  pitied  his  mis- 
fortunes, now  reverenced  his  abilities. 

The  witnesses  which  appeared  against  him  were  proved 
to  be  persons  of  characters  which  did  not  entitle  them  to 
much  credit;  a  common  strumpet,  a  woman  by  whom 
strumpets  were  entertained,  and  a  man  by  whom  they  were 
supported :  and  the  character  of  Savage  was,  by  several 
persons  of  distinction,  asserted  to  be  that  of  a  modest  in- 
ofiensive  man,  not  inclined  to  broils  or  to  insolence,  and 
who  had,  to  that  time,  been  only  known  for  his  misfortunes 
and  his  wit. 

Had  his  audience  been  his  judges,  he  had  undoubtedly 
been  acquitted ;  but  Mr.  Page,  who  was  then  upon  the 
bench,  treated  him  with  his  usual  insolence  and  severity, 
and  when  he  had  summed  up  the  evidence,  endeavoured 
to  exasperate  the  jury,  as  Mr.  Savage  used  to  relate  it, 
with  this  eloquent  harangue : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  are  to  consider  that  Mr. 
Savage  is  a  very  great  man,  a  much  greater  man  than  you 
or  I,  gentlemen  of  the  jury ;  that  he  wears  very  fine  clothes, 
much  finer  clothes  than  you  or  I,  gentlemen  of  the  jury; 
that  he  has  abundance  of  money  in  his  pocket,  much  more 
money  than  you  or  I,  gentlemen  of  the  jury ;  but,  gentlemen 
of  the  jury,  is  it  not  a  very  hard  case,  gentlemen  of  the  jury> 
that  Mr.  Savage  should,  therefore,  kill  you  or  me,  gentlemen 
of  the  jury  J" 

Mr.  Savage,  hearing  his  defence  thus  misrepresented,  and 
the  men  who  were  to  decide  his  fate  incited  against  him  by 
invidious  comparisons,  resolutely  asserted,  that  his  cause 
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was  not  candidly  explained,  and  began  to  recapitulate  wbat 
.  he  had  before  said  with  regard  to  his  condition,  and  the  ne^ 
cessity  of  endeavouring  to  escape  the  expenses  of  imprison- 
ment ;  but  the  judge  having  ordered  him  to  be  silent,  and 
repeated  his  orders  without  effect,  commanded  that  he 
should  be  taken  from  the  bar  by  force. 

The  jury  then  heard  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  that  good 
characters  were  of  no  weight  against  positive  evidence, 
though  they  might  turn  the  scale  where  it  was  doubtful ; 
and  that  though,  when  two  men  attack  each  other,  the 
death  of  either  is  only  manslaughter ;  but  where  one  is  the 
aggressor,  as  in  the  case  before  them,  and,  in  pursuance  of 
his  first  attack,  kills  the  other,  the  law  supposes  the  ac- 
tion, however  sudden,  to  be  malicious.  They  then  deli- 
berated upon  their  verdict,  and  determined  that  Mr.  Savage 
and  Mr.  Gregory  were  guilty  of  murder ;  and  Mr.  Mer- 
chant, who  had  no  sword,  only  of  manslaughter. 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  trial,  which  lasted  eight 
hours.  Mr.  Savage  and  Mr.  tireg^ry  were  conducted 
back  to  prison,  where  they  were  more  closely  confined, 
and  loaded  with  irons  of  fifty  pounds'  weight :  four  days 
afterwards  they  were  sent  back  to  the  court  to  receive  sen- 
tence ;  on  which  occasion  Mr.  Savage  made,  as  far  as  it 
could  be  retained  in  memory,  the  following  speech : 

^^  It  is  now,  my  lord,  too  late  to  offer  any  thing  by  way 
of  defence  or  vindication ;  nor  can  we  expect  from  your 
lordships,  in  this  court,  but  the  sentence  which  the  law  re- 
quires you,  as  judges,  to  pronounce  against  men  of  our 
calamitous  condition.  But  we  are  also  persuaded,  that  as 
mere  men,  and  out  of  this  seat  of  rigorous  justice,  you  are 
susceptive  of  the  tender  passions,  and  too  humane  not  to 
commiserate  the  unhappy  situation  of  those,  whom  the  law 
sometimes,  perhaps — exacts — from  you  to  pronounce  upon. 
No  doubt,  you  distinguish  between  offences  which  arise 
out  of  premeditation,  and  a  disposition  habituated  to  vice  or 
immorality,  and  transgressions,  which  are  the  unhappy  and 
unforeseen  effects  of  casual  absence  of  reason,  and  sudden 
impulse  of  passion ;  we,  therefore,  hope  you  will  contribute 
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all  you  can  to  an  extension  of  that  mercy,  which  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  jury  have  been  pleased  to  show  Mr.  Mer- 
chant»  who  (allowing  facts  as  sworn  against  us  by  the  evi- 
dence) has  led  us  into  this  our  calamity.  I  hope  this  will 
not  be  construed  as  if  we  meant  to  reflect  upon  that  gen- 
tleman, or  remove  any  thing  from  us  upon  him,  or  that  we 
repine  the  more  at  our  fate,  because  he  has  no  participa- 
tion of  it :  no,  my  lord ;  for  my  part,  I  declare  nothing 
could  more  soften  my  grief,  than  to  be  without  any  compa- 
nion in  so  great  a  misfortune'/' 

Mr.  Savage  had  now  no  hopes  of  life,  but  from  the  mercy 
of  the  crown,  which  was  very  earnestly  solicited  by  his 
friends,  and  which,  with  whatever  difficulty  the  story  may 
obtain  belief,  was  obstructed  only  by  his  mother. 

To  prejudice  the  queen  against  him,  she  made  use  of  an 
incident,  which  was  omitted  in  the  order  of  time,  that  it 
might  be  mentioned  together  with  the  purpose  which  it 
was  made  to  serve.  Mr.  Savage,  when  he  had  discovered 
his  birth,  had  an  incessant  desire  to  speak  to  his  mother, 
who  always  avoided  him  in  publick,  and  refused  him  ad- 
mission into  her  house.  One  evening  walking,  as  it  was 
his  custom,  in  the  street  that  she  inhabited,  he  saw  the 
door  of  her  house  by  accident  open ;  he  entered  it,  and, 
finding  no  person  in  the  passage  to  hinder  him,  went  up 
stairs  to  salute  her.  She  discovered  him  before  he  could 
enter  her  chamber,  alarmed  the  family  with  the  most  dis- 
tressful outcries,  and,  when  she  had  by  her  screams  gathered 
them  about  her,  ordered  them  to  drive  out  of  the  house 
that  villain,  who  had  forced  himself  in  upon  her,  and  en- 
deavoured to  murder  her.  Savage,  who  had  attempted, 
with  the  most  submissive  tenderness,  to  soften  her  rage, 
hearing  her  utter  so  detestable  an  accusation,  thought  it 
prudent  to  retire ;  and,  I  believe,  never  attempted  after- 
wards to  speak  to  her. 

But,  shocked  as  he  was  with  her  falsehood  and  her 
cruelty,  he  imagined  that  she  intended  no  other  use  of  her 
lie,  than  to  set  herself  free  from  his  embraces  and  solicita- 

y  Mr.  Savage's  life. 
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iiouB,  and  was  very  far  from  suspecting  that  she  would 
treasure  it  iu  her  memory  as  an  instrument  of  future 
wickedness,  or  that  she  would  endeavour  for  this  fictitious 
assault  to  deprive  him  of  his  life. 

But  when  the  queen  was  solicited  for  his  pardon,  and 
informed  of  the  severe  treatment  which  he  had  suffered 
from  his  judge,  she  answered,  that,  however  unjustifiable 
might  be  the  manner  of  his  trial,  or  whatever  extenuation 
the  action  for  which  he  was  condemned  might  admit,  she 
could  not  think  that  man  a  proper  object  of  the  king*s 
mercy,  who  had  been  capable  of  entering  his  mother's 
house  in  the  night,  with  an  intent  to  murder  her. 

By  whom  this  atrocious  calumny  had  been  transmitted 
to  the  queen ;  whether  she  that  invented  had  the  front  to 
relate  it;  whether  she  found  any  one  weak  enough  to 
credit  it,  or  corrupt  enough  to  concur  with  her  in  her 
hateful  design,  I  know  not ;  but  methods  had  been  taken 
to  persuade  the  queeu  so  strongly  of  the  truth  of  it,  that 
she,  for  a  long  time,  refused  to  hear  any  of  those  who  pe« 
titioned  for  his  life. 

Thus  had  Savage  perished  by  the  evidence  of  a  bawd,  a 
strumpet,  and  his  mother,  bad  not  justice  and  compassion 
procured  him  an  advocate  of  rank  too  great  to  be  rejected 
unheard,  and  of  virtue  too  eminent  to  be  heard  without 
being  believed.  His  merit  and  his  calamities  happened  to 
reach  the  ear  of  the  countess  of  Hertford,  who  engaged 
in  his  support  with  all  the  tenderness  that  is  excited  by 
pity,  and  all  the  zeal  which  is  kindled  by  generosity ;  and, 
demanding  an  audience  of  the  queen,  laid  before  her  the 
whole  series  of  his  mother's  cruelty,  exposed  the  improba- 
bility of  an  accusation  by  which  he  was  charged  with  an 
intent  to  commit  a  murder  that  could  produce  no  advan- 
tage, and  soon  convinced  her  how  little  his  former  conduct 
could  deserve  to  be  mentioned  as  a  reason  for  extraor- 
dinary severity. 

The  interposition  of  this  lady  was  so  successful,  that  he 
was  soon  after  admitted  to  bail,  and,  on  the  9th  of  March, 
1728,  pleaded  the  king's  pardon. 
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It  is  natural  to  inqaire  npon  what  motives  his  mother 
oodid  prosecute  him  io  a  manner  so  outrageous  and  im- 
placable ;  for  what  reason  she  could  employ  all  the  arts  of 
malice,  and  all  the  snares  of  calumny,  to  take  away  the 
life  of  her  own  son,  of  a  son  who  never  injured  her,  who 
was  uever  supported  by  her  expense,  nor  obstructed  any 
prospect  of  pleasure  or  advantage :  why  she  should  en* 
deavour  to  destroy  htm  by  a  lie — a  lie  which  could  not 
gain  credit,  but  must  vanish  of  itself  at  the  first  moment  of 
examination,  and  of  which  only  tlus  can  be  said  to  make  it 
probable,  that  it  may  be  observed  from  her  conduct,  that 
the  most  execrable  crimes  are  sometimes  committed  with- 
out apparent  temptation. 

TUs  mother  is  still  alive*,  and  may,  perhaps,  even  yet, 
though  her  malice  was  so  often  defeated,  enjoy  the  plea- 
sure of  reflecting,  that  the  life,  which  she  often  endeavoured 
to  destroy,  wa^,  at  least,  shortened  by  her  maternal  offices ; 
that,  though  she  could  not  transport  her  son  to  the  planta- 
tionsy  bury  him  in  the  shop  of  a  mechanick,  or  hasten  the 
hand  of  the  publick  executioner,  she  has  yet  had  the  satis- 
faction of  imbitterfaig  all  his  hours,  and  forcing  him  into 
exigencies  that  hurried  on  his  death. 

It  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  aggravate  the  enormity 
of  this  woman*s  conduct,  by  placing  it  in  opposition  to  that 
of  the  cduntess  of  Hertford ;  no  one  can  fail  to  observe  how 
much  more  amiable  it  is  to  relieve,  than  to  oppress,  and  to 
rescue  innocence  from  destruction^  than  to  destroy  without 
an  injury. 

Mr.  Savage,  during  his  imprisonment,  his  trial,  and  the 
time  in  which  he  lay  under  sentence  of  death,  behaved 
with  great  firmness  and  equality  of  mind,  and  confirmed  by 
his  fortitude  the  esteem  of  those  who  before  admired  him 
for  his  abilities*.     The  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  life 

>  She  died  October  11,  1753,  at  her  house  in  Old  Bond  street,  aged  above 
fourscore.    R. 

*  It  appears  that  during  his  confinement  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  mother,  which 
he  sent  to  Theophilus  Gibber,  that  it  might  be  transmitted  to  her  through  the 
means  of  Mr.  Wilks.  In  his  letter  to  Gibber  he  says:  *<  As  to  death,  I  am 
easy,  and  dare  meet  it  like  a  man — all  that  touches  me  is  the  concern  of  my 
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were  made  more  generally  known  by  a  short  account^, 
which  was  then  published,  and  of  which  several  thousands 
were,  in  a  few  weeks,  dispersed  over  the  nation ;  and  the 
compassion  of  mankind  operated  so  powerfully  in  hb  fa- 
vour, that  he  was  enabled,  by  frequent  presents,  not  only 
to  support  himself,  but  to  assist  Mr.  Gregory  in  prison ; 
and,  when  he  was  pardoned  and  released,  he  found  the 
number  of  his  friends  not  lessened. 

The  nature  of  the  act  for  which  he  had  been  tried  was 
in  itself  doubtful ;  of  the  evidences  which  appeared  against 
him,  the  character  of  the  man  was  not  unexceptionable, 
that  of  the  woman  notoriously  infamous ;  she,  whose  testi- 
mony chiefly  influenced  the  jury  to  condemn  him,  after- 
wards retracted  her  assertions.  He  always  himself  denied 
that  he  was  drunk,  as  had  been  generally  reported.  Mr. 
Gregory,  who  is  now,  1744,  collector  of  Antigua,  is  said  to 
declare  him  far  less  criminal  than  he  was  imagined,  even  by 
some  who  favoured  him;  and  Page  himself  afterwards 
confessed,  that  he  had  treated  him  with  uncommon  rigour. 
When  all  these  particulars  are  rated  together,  perhaps  the 
memory  of  Savage  may  not  be  much  sullied  by  his  trial. 

Some  time  after  he  had  obtained  his  liberty,  he  met  in 
the  street  the  woman  that  had  sworn  with  so  much  malig- 
nity against  him.  She  informed  him,  that  she  was  in  dis- 
tress, and,  with  a  degree  of  confidence  not  easily  attainable, 
desired  him  to  relieve  her.  He,  instead  of  insulting  her 
misery,  and  taking  pleasure  in  the  calamities  of  one  who 
had  brought  his  life  into  danger,  reproved  her  gently  for  her 
perjury ;  and  changing  the  only  guinea  that  he  had,  divided 
it  equally  between  her  and  himself. 

This  is  an  action  which,  in  some  ages,  would  have  made 
a  saint,  and,  perhaps,*  in  others  a  hero,  and  which,  without 
any  hyperbolical  encomiums,  must  be  allowed  to  be  an  in- 

friends,  and  a  reconcilement  with  my  mother.  I  cannot  express  tbe  agony  I 
felt  when  I  wrote  the  letter  to  her :  if  you  can  find  any  decent  excuse  for 
blowing  it  to  Mrs.  Oldfield,  do;  for  I  would  have  all  my  friends  (and  that  ad- 
mirable lady  in  particular)  be  satisfied  I  have  done  my  duty  towards  it.  Dt» 
Young  to-day  sent  me  a  letter  most  passionately  kind.'*  R. 
^  Written  by  Mr.  Beckingfaam  and  another  gentleman.    Dr.  J. 
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stance  of  uncommon  generosity,  an  act  of  complicated  vir- 
tue ;  by  which  he  at  once  relieved  the  poor,  corrected  the 
vitions,  and  forgave  an  enemy ;  by  which  he  at  once  re- 
mitted the  strongest  provocations,  and  exercised  the  most 
ardent  charity. 

Compassion  was,  indeed,  the  distinguishing  quality  of 
Savage ;  he  never  appeared  inclined  to  take  advantage  of 
weakness,  to  attack  the  defenceless,  or  to  press  upon  the 
falling:  whoever  was  distressed,  was  certain  at  least  of 
his  g^od  wishes ;  and  when  he  could  give  no  assistance  to 
extricate  them  from  misfortunes,  he  endeavoured  to  sooth 
them  by  sympathy  and  tenderness. 

But  when  his  heart  was  not  softened  by  the  sight  of 
misery,  he  was  sometimes  obstinate  in  his  resentment,  and 
did  not  quickly  lose  the  remembrance  of  an  injury.  He 
always*  continued  to  speak  with  anger  of  the  insolence  and 
partiality  of  Pf^e,  and  a  short  time  before  his  death  re- 
venged it  by  a  satire  ^. 

It  is  natural  to  inquire  in  what  terms  Mr.  Savage  spoke 
of  this  fatal  action,  when  the  'danger  was  over,  and  he  was 
under  no  necessity  of  using  any  art  to  set  his  conduct  in 
the  fairest  light.  He  was  not  willing  to  dwell  upon  it; 
and,  if  he  transiently  mentioned  it,  appeared  neither  to 
consider  himself  as  a  murderer,  nor  as  a  man  wholly  free 
from  the  guilt  of  blood  **.  How  much  and  how  long  he  re- 
gretted it,  appeared  in  a  poem  which  he  publbhed  many 
years  afterwards.  On  occasion  of  a  copy  of  verses,  in 
which  the  failings  of  g^od  men  were  recounted,  and  in 
which  the  author  had  endeavoured  to  illustrate  his  posi- 
tion, that ''  the  best  may  sometimes  deviate  from  virtue," 
by  an  instance  of  murder  committed  by  Savage  in  the  heat 
of  wine.  Savage  remarked,  that  it  was  no  very  just  repre- 
sentation of  a  good  man,  to  suppose  him  liable  to  drunken- 
ness, and  disposed  in  his  riots  to  cut  throats. 

He  was  now  indeed  at  liberty,  but  was,  as  before,  with- 
out any  other  support  than  accidental  favours  and  uncer- 

^  Printed  in  the  late  collection. 

*  In  one  4>f  hit  letteri  be  styles  it  *'  a  fatal  quarrel,  but  too  well  kuown."  Dr.  J. 
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tain  patronage  afforded  him;  sources  by  whicli  he  was 
sometimes  very  liberally  supplied,  and  which  at  other  times 
were  suddenly  stopped ;  so  that  he  spent  his  life  between 
want  and  plenty ;  or,  what  was  yet  worse,  between  beg- 
gary and  extravagance ;  for  as  whatever  he  received  was 
the  gift  of  chance,  which  might  as  well  favour  him  at  one 
time  as  another,  he  was  tempted  to  squander  what  he 
had,  because  he  always  hoped  to  be  immediately  supplied. 

Another  cause  of  his  profusion  was  the  absurd  kindness 
of  his  friends,  who  at  once  rewarded  and  enjoyed  his  abi« 
iities,  by  treating  him  at  taverns,  and  habituating  him  to 
pleasures  which  he  could  not  afford  to  enjoy,  and  which  he 
was  not  able  to  deny  himself,  though  he  purchased  the 
luxury  of  a  single  night  by  the  anguish  of  cold  and  hunget 
for  a  week. 

The  experience  of  these  inoonveniencies  determined  him 
to  endeavour  after  some  settled  income,  which,  having 
long  found  submission  and  entreaties  fruitless,  he  attempted 
to  extort  from  his  mother  by  rougher  methods.  He  had 
now,  as  he  acknowledged,  lost  that  tenderness  for  her, 
which  the  whole  series  of  her  cruelty  had  not  been  able 
wholly  to  repress,  till  he  found,  by  the  efforts  which  she 
made  for  his  destruction,  that  she  was  not  content  with 
refusing  to  assist  him,  and  being  neutral  in  his  struggles 
with  poverty,  but  was  as  ready  to  snatch  every  opportunity 
of  adding  to  his  misfortunes ;  and  that  she  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  enemy  implacably  malicious,  whom  nothing 
but  his  blood  could  satisfy.  He,  therefore,  threatened  to 
harass  her  with  lampoons,  and  to  publish  a  copious  narra- 
tive of  her  conduct,  tlliless  she  consented  to  purchase  an 
exemption  from  infamy,  by  allowing  him  a  pension. 

This  expedient  proved  successful.  Whether  shame  still 
survived,  though  virtue  was  extinct,  or  whether  her  rela- 
tions had  more  delicacy  than  herself,  and  imagined  that 
some  of  the  darts  which  satire  might  point  at  her  would 
glance  upon  them ;  lord  Tyrconnel,  whatever  were  his  mo- 
tives, upon  his  promise  to  lay  aside  his  design  of  exposing 
the  cruelty  of  his  mother,  received  him  into  his  family. 
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treated  him  as  his  equal,  aad  ^igaged  to  allow  him  a  pen- 
sion of  two  h«adved  pounds  a  year.    I 

This  was  the  golden  part  of  Mr.  Savage's  life ;  and,  for 
some  time,  he  had  no  reason  to  complain  of  fortune ;  his 
appearance  was  splendid,  his  expenses  large,  and  his  ac-  \ 
quaintance  extensive.  He  was  courted  by  all  who  endea- 
voured to  be  thought  men  of  genius,  and  caressed  by  all 
who  valued  themselves  upon  a  refined  taste.  To  admire 
Mr.  Savage,  was  a  proof  of  discernment;  and  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  him,  was  a  title  to  poetical  reputation.  His 
presence  was  sufficient  to  make  any  place  of  publick  enter- 
tainment popular ;  and  his  approbation  and  example  con- 
stituted the  fashion.  So  powerful  is  genius,  when  it  is  in- 
vested with  the  glitter  of  affluence !  Men  willingly  pay  to 
fortune  that  regard  which  they  owe  to  merit,  and  are 
pleased  when  they  have  an  opportunity  at  once  of  gratify- 
ing their  vanity,  and  practising  their  duty. 

This  interval  of  prosperity  furnished  him  with  opportuni- 
ties of  enlarg^g  his  knowledge  of  human  nature,  by  con- 
templating life  from  its  highest  gradations  to  its  lowest ; 
and,  had  he  afterwards  applied  to  dramatick  poetry,  he 
would,  perhaps,  not  have  had  many  superiours ;  for,  as  he 
never  suffered  any  scene  to  pass  before  his  eyes  without 
notice,  he  had  treasured  in  his  mind  all  the  different  com- 
binations of  passions,  and  the  innumerable  mixtures  of  vice 
and  virtue,  which  distinguish  one  character  from  another ; 
and,  as  his  conception  was  strong,  his  expressions  were 
clear;  he  easily  received  impressions  from  objects,  and  « 
very  forcibly  transmitted  them  to  others. 

Of  his  exact  observations  on  human  life  he  has  left  a 
proof,  which  would  do  honour  to  the  greatest  names,  in  a 
small  pamphlet,  called  the  Author  to  be  let",  where  he 
introduces  Iscariot  Hackney,  a  prostitute  scribbler,  giving 
an  account  of  his  birth,  his  education,  his  disposition  and 
morals,  habits  of  life,  and  maxims  of  conduct.  In  the 
introduction  are  related  many  secret  histories  of  the  petty 

•  Printed  in  his  works,  vol.  ii.  p.  231. 
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writers  of  that  time,  but  sometimes  mixed  with  ungenerous 
reflections  on  their  birth,  their  circumstances,  or  those  of 
their  relations ;  nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  some  passages 
are  such  as  Iscariot  Hackney  might  himself  have  pro- 
duced. 

He  was  accused,  likewise^  of  living  in  an  appearance  of 
friendship  with  some  whom  he  satirized,  and  of  making 
use  of  the  confidence  which  he  gained  by  a  seeming  kind- 
ness, to  discover  failings  and  expose  them :  it  must  be 
'  confessed,  that  Mr.  Savage's  esteem  was  no  very  certain 
^  possession,  and  that  he  would  lampoon  at  one  time  those 
whom  he  had  prabed  at  another. 

It  may  be  alleged,  that  the  same  man  may  change  his 
principles ;  and  that  he,  who  was  once  deservedly  com- 
mended, may  be  afterwards  satirized  with  equal  justice; 
or  that  the  poet  was  dazzled  with  the  appearance  of  virtue, 
and  found  the  man  whom  he  had  celebrated,  when  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  him  more  narrowly,  unworthy 
of  the  panegyrick  which  he  had  too  hastily  bestowed ;  and 
that  as  a  false  satire  ought  to  be  recanted,  for  the  sake 
of  him  whose  reputation  may  be  injured,  false  praise  ought 
likewise  to  be  obviated,  lest  the  distinction  between  vice 
and  virtue  should  be  lost,  lest  a  bad  man  should  be  trusted 
upon  the  credit  of  his  encomiast,  or  lest  others  should  en- 
deavour to  obtain  the  like  praises  by  the  same  means. 

But  though  these  excuses  may  be  often  plausible,  and 

sometimes  just,  they  are  very  seldom  satisfactory  to  man- 

,  kind ;  and  the  writer,  who  is  not  constant  to  his  subject, 

i  quickly  sinks  into  contempt,  his  satire  loses  its  force,  and 

his  panegyrick  its  value;  and  he  is  only  considered   at 

one  time  as  a  flatterer,  and  as  a  calumniator  at  another. 

To  avoid  these  imputations,  it  is  only  necessary  to  fol- 

\  low  the  rules  of  virtue,  and  to  preserve  an  unvaried  regmrd 

to  truth.     For  though  it  is  undoubtedly  possible  that,  a 

man,  however  cautious,  may  be  sometimes  deceived  by  an 

artful  appearance  of  virtue,  or  by  false  evidences  of  guilt, 

such  errours  will  not  be  frequent ;  and  it  will  be  allowed, 

that  the  name  of  an  author  would  never  have  been  made 
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contemptible,  had  no  man  ever  said  what  he  did  not  think » 
or  misled  others  but  when  he  was  himself  deceived. 

The  Author  to  be  let  was  first  published  in  a  single 
pamphlet,  and  afterwards  inserted  in  a  collection  of  pieces 
relating  to  the  Dunciad,  which  were  addressed  by  Mr. 
Savage  to  the  earl  of  Middlesex,  in  a  dedication'  which 
he  was  prevailed  upon  to  sign,  though  he  did  not  write  it, 
and  in  which  there  are  some  positions,  that  the  true  author 
would,  perhaps,  not  have  published  under  his  own  name, 
and  on  which  Mr.  Savage  afterwards  reflected  with  no 
great  satisfaction ;  the  enumeration  of  the  bad  effects  of 
the  uncontrouled  freedom  of  the  press,  and  the  assertion 
that  the  **  liberties  taken  by  the  writers  of  joumak  with 
their  superiours  were  exorbitant  and  unjustifiable,*"  very 
ill  became  men,  who  have  themselves  not  always  shown 
the  exactest  reg^d  to  the  laws  of  subordination  in  their 
writings,  and  who  have  often  satirized  those  that  at  least 
thought  themselves  their  superiours,  as  they  were  eminent 
for  their  hereditary  rank,  and  employed  in  the  highest 
ofiices  of  the  kingdom.  But  this  is  only  an  instance  of 
that  partiality  which  almost  every  man  indulges  with  re- 
gard to  himself:  the  liberty  of  the  press  is  a  blessing  when 
we  are  inclined  to  write  against  others,  and  a  calamity 
when  we  find  ourselves  overborne  by  the  multitude  of  our 
assailants;  as  the  power  of  the  crown  is  always  thought 
too  great  by  those  who  suffer  by  its  influence,  and  too 
little  by  those  in  whose  favour  it  is  exerted ;  and  a  stand- 
ing army  is  generally  accounted  necessary  by  those  who 
command,  and  dangerous  and  oppressive  by  those  who 
support  it. 

Mr.  Savage  was,  likewise,  very  far  from  believing,  that 
the  letters  annexed  to  each  species  of  bad  poets  in  the 
Bathos  were,  as  he  was  directed  to  assert,  "  set  down  at 
random  ;'*  for  when  he  was  charged  by  one  of  his  friends 
with  putting  his  name  to  such  an  improbability,  he  had 
no  other  answer  to  make  than  that  "  he  did  not  think  of 

'  See  his  works,  vol.  a.  p.  SI3. 
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it ;"  and  his  friend  had  too  much  tenderness  to  reply,  that 
next  to  the  crime  of  writing  contrary  to  what  he  thought, 
was  that  of  writing  without  thinking. 

After  having  remarked  what  is  false  in  this  dedication, 
it  is  proper  that  I  observe  the  impartiality  which  I  recom- 
mend, by  declaring  what  Savage  asserted;  that  the  ac- 
count of  the  circumstances  which  attended  the  publication 
of  the  Dunciad,  however  strange  and  improbable,  was 
exactly  true. 

The  publication  of  this  piece,  at  this  time,  raised  Mr. 
Savage  a  great  number  of  enemies  among  those  that  were 
attacked  by  Mr.  Pope,  with  whom  he  was  considered  as  a 
kind  of  confederate,  and  whom  he  was  suspected  of  sup- 
plying with  private  intelligence  and  secret  incidents:  so 
that  the  igpaominy  of  an  informer  was  added  to  the  terrour 
of  a  satirist. 

That  he  was  not  altogether  free  from  literary  hypocrisy, 
and  that  he  sometimes  spoke  one  thing  and  wrote  another, 
cannot  be  denied ;  because  he  himself  confessed,  that, 
when  he  lived  in  gteat  familiarity  with  Dennis,  he  wrote 
an  epigram K  against  him. 

Mr.  Savage,  however,  set  all  the  malice  of  all  the 
pygmy  writers  at  defiance,  and  thought  the  friendship  of 
Mr.  Pope  cheaply  purchased  by  being  exposed  to  their 
censure  and  their  hatred ;  nor  had  he  any  reason  to  repent 
of  the  preference,  for  he  found  Mr.  Pope  a  steady  and 
unalienable  friend  almost  to  the  end  of  his  life. 

About  this  time,  notwithstanding  his  avowed  neutrality 
with  regard  to  party,  he  published  a  panegyrick  on  sir 
Robert  Walpole,  for  which  he  was  rewarded  by  him  with 

t  This  epigram  was,  I  believe,  never  published : 

"  Should  Deunis  publish  you  had  stabb'd  your  brother. 
Lampooned  your  monarch,  or  debauch M  your  mother ; 
Say,  what  revenge  on  Dennis  can  be  had. 
Too  dull  for  laughter,  for  reply  too  mad  1 
On  one  so  poor  you  cannot  take  the  law. 
On  one  so  old  your  sword  you  scorn  to  draw, 
Uncag'd  then,  let  the  harmless  monster  rage. 
Secure  in  dullness,  madness,  want,  and  age.*'  Dr.  J. 
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oelleRce  of  the  perforaiaiiee»  er  Hat  affluence  of  the  patroii» 
be  considered;  but  greater  than  he  afterwards  obtained 
from  a  person  of  yet  higher  rank,  and  more  desirous  in 
appearance  of  being  distinguished  as  a  patron  of  literature. 

As  he  was  very  far  from  approving  the  condact  of  sir 
Bobert  Walpole,  and  in  conyersation  mentioned  him  some- 
times with  acrimony,  and  generally  with  contempt ;  as  he 
was  one  of  those  who  were  always  zealous  in  their  assertions 
of  the  justice  of  the  late  opposition,  jealous  of  the  rights  of 
the  people,  imd  alarmed  by  the  long-continued  triumph  of 
the  court ;  it  was  natural  to  ask  him  what  could  induce  him 
to  employ  his  poetry  in  praise  of  that  man,  who  was,  in  his 
opinion,  an  enemy  to  liberty,  and  an  oppressor  of  his  coun- 
try? He  alleged,  that  he  was  then  dependent  upon  the 
lord  Tyrconnel,  who  was  an  implicit  follower  of  the  minis- 
try, and  that,  being  enjoined  by  him,  not  without  menaces, 
tot  write  in  praise  of  his  leader,  he  had  not  resolution  suffi- 
cient to  sacrifice  the  pleasure  of  affluence  to  that  of  integrity. 

On  this,  and  on  many  other  occasions,  he  was  ready  to 
fauneat  ihe  misery  of  living  at  the  tables  of  other  men, 
which  was  Us  fate  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  Kfe; 
for  I  know  not  whether  he  ever  had,  for  three  months 
togisther,  a  settled  habitation,  in  which  he  could  claim  a 
right  of  residence. 

To  this  unhappy  state  it  is  just  to  impute  much  of  the 
inconstancy  of  his  conduct ;  for  though  a  readiness  to  com* 
ply  with  the  inclkiation  of  others  was  no  piu*t  of  his  natural 
character,  yet  he  was  sometimes  obliged  to  relax  his  obsti- 
nacy, and  submit  his  own  judgment,  and  even  his  virtue, 
to  the  government  of  those  by  whom  he  was  supported : 
so  that,  if  his  miseries  were  sometimes  the  consequences  of 
his  faults,  he  ought  not  yet  to  be  wholly  excluded  from 
compassion,  because  his  faults  were  very  often  the  eflfects  of 
his  misfortunes. 

In  this  gay  period*"  of  his  life,  while  he  was  surrounded 
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by  a£9aeiice  and  pleasure,  he  pnbliriied  the  Wanderer,  a 
moral  poem,  of  which  the  design  is  compri^sd  in  these 
lines: 

I  fly  all  publick  care,  all  venal  strife. 
To  try  the  still,  compar'd  with  active  life ; 
To  prove,  by  these,  the  sons  of  men  may  owe 
The  fruits  of  bliss  to  bursting  clouds  of  woe ; 
That  e'en  calamity,  by  thought  refin'd. 
Inspirits  and  adorns  the  thinking  mind. 

And  more  distinctly  in  the  following  passage : 
By  woe,  the  soul  to  daring  action  swells ; 
By  woe,  in  plaintless  patience  it  excels : 
From  patience,  prudent  clear  experience  springs. 
And  traces  knowledge  through  the  course  of  things ! 
Thence  hope  is  form'd,  thence  fortitude,  success, 
Renown — ^whate'er  men  covet  and  caress. 

This  performance  was  always  considered  by  himself  as 
his  masterpiece;  and  Mr.  Pope,  when  he  asked  his  opinion 
of  it,  told  him,  that  he  read  it  once  over,  and  was  not 
displefsised  with  it ;  that  it  gave  him  more  pleasure  at  the 
second  perusal,  and  delighted  him  still  more  at  the  third. 

It  has  been  generally  objected  to  the  Wanderer,  that 
the  disposition  of  the  parts  is  irregular ;  that  the  design  is 
obscure  and  the  plan  perplexed ;  that  the  images,  however 
beautiful,  succeed  each  other  without  order ;  and  that  the 
whole  performance  is  not  so  much  a  regular  fabrick,  as  a 
heap  of  shining  materials  thrown  together  by  accident, 
which  strikes  rather  with  the  solemn  magnificence  of  a 
stupendous  ruin,  than  the  elegant  grandeur  of  a  finished 
pile* 

This  criticism  is  universal,  and,  therefore,  it  is  reasonable 
to  believe  it,  at  least,  in  a  great  degree,  just ;  but  Mr.  Sa- 
vage was  always  of  a  contrary  opinion,  and  thought  his 
drift  could  only  be  missed  by  negligence  or  stupidity,  and 
that  the  whole  plan  was  regular,  and  the  parts  distinct. 

It  was  never  denied  to  abound  with  strong  representations 
of  nature,  and  just  observations  upon  life;  and  it  may  easily 
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be  ob#ieryed»  that  most  of  his  piotares  have  an  evident  ten- 
dency to  illoitrate  his  first  great  position,  '*  that  good  is 
the  consequence  of  evil.''  The  son  that  burns  up  the 
mountains,  fructifies  the  vales:  the  deluge  that  rushes 
do?ni  the  broken  rocks,  with  dreadful  impetuosity,  is  se- 
parated into  purling  brooks ;  and  the  rage  of  the  hurricane 
purifies  the  air. 

Even  in  this  poem  he  has  not  been  able  to  forbear  one 
touch  upon  the  cruelty  of  his  mother,  which,  though  remark- 
ably delicate  and  tender,  is  a  proof  how  deep  an  impression 
it  had  upon  his  mind. 

This  must  be  at  least  acknowledged,  which  ought  to  be 
thought  equivalent  to  many  other  excellencies,  that  this 
poem  can  promote  no  other  purposes  than  those  of  virtue, 
and  that  it  is  written  with  a  very  strong  sense  of  the  effi- 
cacy of  religion. 

But  my  province  is  rather  to  give  the  history  of  Mr. 
Savage's  performances  than  to  display  their  beauties,  or  to 
obviate  the  criticisms  which  they  have  occasioned ;  and, 
therefore,  I  shalt  not  dwell  upon  the  particular  passages 
which  deserve  applause ;  I  shall  neither  show  the  excel- 
lence of  his  descriptions,  nor  expatiate  on  the  terrifick  por- 
trait of  suicide,  nor  point  out  the  artful  touches,  by  which  he 
has  distinguished  the  intellectual  features  of  the  rebels,  who 
suffer  death  in  his  last  canto.  It  isv  however,  proper  to 
observe,  that  Mr.  Savage  always  declared  the  characters 
wholly  fictitious,  and  without  the  least  allusion  to  any  real 
p^sons  or  actions. 

From  a  poem  so  diligently  laboured,  and  so  successfully 
finished,  it  might  be  reasonably  expected  that  he  should 
have  gained  considerable  advantage ;  nor  can  it,  without 
some  degree  of  indignation  and  concern,  be  told,  that  he 
sold  the  copy  for  ten  guineas,  of  which  he  afterwards  re- 
turned two,  that  the  two  last  sheets  of  the  work  might  be 
reprinted,  of  which  he  bad,  in  his  absence,  intrusted  the 
correction  to  a  friend,  who  was  too  indolent  to  perform  it 
with  accuracy. 

A  superstitious  regard  to  the  correction  of  his  sheets  was 
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one  of  Mt.  Savage's  pecnliaritiea;  be  (^n  altered,  revijied« 
recurred  to  his  first  reading  or  punctuation,  and  again 
adopted  the  alteration;  he  was  dubious  and  irresolute  with- 
out end,  as  on  a  question  of  the  last  importance,  and  al 
last  was  seldom  satisfied :  the  intrusion  or  omission  of  a 
comma  was  sufficient  to  discompose  him,  and  he  would 
lament  an  errour  of  a  single  letter  as  a  heavy  calamity. 
In  one  of  his  letters  relating  to  an  impression  of  some 
verses,  he  remarks,  that  he  had,  with  regard  to  the  correct 
.  tion  of  the  proof,  "  a  spell  upon  him ;"  and  indeed  the 
anxiety,  with  which  he  dwelt  upon  the  minutest  and  most 
trifling  niceties,  deseryed  no  other  name  than  that  of  fasci- 
nation. 

That  he  sold  so  valuable  a  performance  for  so  small  a 
price,  was  not  to  be  imputed  either  to  necessity,  by  which 
the  learned  and  ingenious  are  often  obliged  to  submit  to 
very  hard  conditions;  or  to  avarice,  by  which  the  book- 
sellers are  frequently  incited  to  oppress  that  genius  by 
which  they  are  supported ;  but  to' that  intemperate  desire 
of  pleasure,  and  habitual  slavery  to  his  passions,  which  in- 
volved hiqi  in  many  perplexities.  He  happened,  at  that 
time,  to  be  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  some  trifling  gratifi* 
cation,  and,  being  without  money  for  the  present  occasion, 
sold  his  poem  to  the  first  bidder,  and,  perhaps,  for  the  first 
price  that  was  proposed ;  and  would,  probably,  have  been 
content  with  less,  if  less  had  been  offered  him. 

This  poem  was  addressed  to  the  lord  Tyrconnel,  not 
only  in  the  first  lines,  but  in  a  formal  dedication,  filled 
with  the  highest  strains  of  panegyrick,  and  the  wannest 
professions  of  gratitude,  but  by  no  means  remarkable  for 
delicacy  of  connexion  or  elegance  of  style. 

These  praises,  in  a  short  time,  he  found  himself  inclined 
to  retract,  being  dbcarded  by  the  man  on  whom  he  had 
bestowed  them,  and  whom  he  then  immediately  diaoo-i 
vered  not  to  have  deserved  them.  Of  this  quarrel,  which 
every  day  made  more  bitter,  lord  Tyrconnel  and  Mr.  Sa« 
vage  assigned  very  different  reasons,  which  might,  pear-' 
haps,  all  in  reality  concur,  though  they  were  not  all  con- 
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venient  to  be  alleged  by  either  partj.  Lord  Tyrcotinel 
aflbrmed,  that  it  was  the  constant  practice  of  Mr.  Savage 
to  enter  a  tavern  with  any  company  that  proposed  it, 
drink  the  most  expensive  wines  with  great  profusion,  and, 
when  the  reckoning  was  demanded,  to  be  without  money : 
if,  as  it  often  happened,  hb  company  were  willing  to  de- 
fray hii  part,  the  affair  ended  without  any  ill  oonseqaenoes ; 
but  if  they  were  refractory,  and  expected  that  the  wine 
should  be  paid  for  by  him  that  drank  it,  his  method  of 
composition  was,  to  take  them  with  him  to  his  own  apart- 
ment, assume  the  government  of  the  house,  and  order  the 
butler,  in  an  imperious  manner,  to  set  the  best  wine  in  the 
cellar  before  his  company,  who  often  drank  till  they  forgot 
the  respect  due  to  the  house  in  which  they  were  enter- 
tained, indulged  themselves  in  the  utmost  extravagance 
of  merriment,  practised  the  most  licentious  firolicks,  and 
committed  all  the  outrages  of  drunkenness. 

Nor  was  this  the  only  charge  which  lord  Tyrconnel 
brought  against  him.  Having  given  him  a  collection  of 
valuable  books,  stamped  with  his  own  arms,  he  had  the 
mortification  to  see  them,  in  a  short  time,  exposed  to  sale 
upon  the  stalls,  it  being  usual  with  Mr.  Savage,  when  he 
wanted  a  small  sum,  to  take  his  books  to  the  pawnbroker. 

Whoever  was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Savage  easily  cre- 
dited both  these  accusations;  for  having  been  obliged, 
from  his  first  entrance  into  the  world,  to  subsist  upon  ex- 
pedients, affluence  was  not  able  -to  exalt  bim  above  them ; 
and  so  much  was  he  delighted  with  wine  and  conversa- 
tion, and  so  long  had  he  been  accustomed  to  live  by  chance, 
that  he  would,  at  any  time,  go  to  the  tavern  without  scru- 
ple, and  trust  for  the  reckoning  to  the  liberality  of  his 
company,  and  frequently  of  company  to  whom  he  was 
very  little  known.  This  conduct,  indeed,  very  seldom 
drew  upon  him  those  inconveniencies  that  might  be  feared 
by  any  other  person ;  for  his  conversation  was  so  enter- 
taining, and  his  address  so  pleasing,  that  few  thought  the 
pleasure  which  they  received  from  him  dearly  purchased, 
by  paying  for  his  wine.     It  was  his  peculiar  happiness^ 
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that  he  scarcely  ever  found  a  stranger,  whom  he  did  not 
leave  a  friend ;  but  it  must  likewise  be  added,  that  he  had 
not  often  a  friend  long,  without  obliging  him  to  become  a 
stranger. 

Mr.  Savage,  on  the  other  hand,  declared,  that  lord  Tyr- 
conneP  quarrelled  with  him,  because  he  would  not  subtract 
from  his  own  luxury  and  extravagance  what  he  had  pro- 
mised to  allow  him,  and  that  his  resentment  was  Only  a 
plea  for  the  violation  of  his  promise.  He  asserted,  that 
he  had  done  nothing  that  ought  to  exclude  him  from  that 
subsistence  which  he  thought  not  so  much  a  favour,  as  a 
debt,  since  it  was  offered  him  upon  conditions  which  he 
had  never  broken ;  and  that  his  only  fault  was,  that  he 
could  not  be  supported  with  nothing. 

He  acknowledged,  that  lord  Tyrconnel  often  exhorted 
him  to  regelate  his  method  of  life,  and  not  to  spend  all  his 
nights  in  taverns,  and  that  he  appeared  very  desirous  that 
he  would  pass  those  hours  with  him,  which  he  so  freely  be- 
stowed upon  others.  This  demand  Mr.  Savage  considered 
as  a  censure  of  his  conduct,  which  he  could  never  patiently 
bear,  and  which,  in  the  latter  and  cooler  part  of  his  life, 
was  so  offensive  to  him,  that  he  declared  it  as  his  resolution, 
**  to  spurn  that  friend  who  should  presume  to  dictate  to 
him  ;**  and  it  is  not  likely,  that,  in  his  earlier  years,  he  re- 
ceived admonitions  with  more  calmness. 

He  was,  likewise,  inclined  to  resent  such  expectations,  as 
tending  to  infringe  his  liberty,  of  which  he  was  very  jea- 
lous, when  it  was  necessary  to  the  gratification  of  his  pas- 
sions ;  and  declared,  that  the  request  was  still  more  unrea- 
sonable, as  the  company  to'  which  be  was  to  have  been 
confined,  was  insupportably  disagreeable.  This  assertion 
affords  another  instance  of  that  inconsistency  of  his  writings 
with  his  conversation,  which  was  so  often  to  be  observed. 
He  forgot  how  lavishly  he  had,  in  his  dedication  to  the 
Wanderer,  extolled  the  delicacy  and  penetration,  the  hu- 

'  His  e3y>reMion,  in  oDe  of  his  lelters,  was/'  that  brd  TyrcoDnel  had  involved 
his  estate,  and,  therefore,  poorly  sought  an  occasion  to  quarrel  with  him.*' 
Pr.J. 
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manity  wad  generosity,  the  candour  and  politeness  of  the 
man,  whom,  when  he  no  longer  loved  him,  he  declared  to 
he  a  wretch  without  understanding,  without  good-nature, 
and  without  justice ;  of  whose  name  he  thought  himself 
obliged  to  leave  no  trace  in  any  future  edition  of  his  writ- 
ings ;  and,  accordingly,  blotted  it  out  of  that  copy  of  the 
Wanderer  which  was  in  his  hands. 

During  his  continuance  with  the  lord  Tyrconnel,  he 
wrote  the  Triumph  of  Health  and  Mirth,  on  the  recovery 
of  lady  Tyrconnel  from  a  languishing  illness.  This  per- 
formance is  remarkable,  not  only  for  the  gaiety  of  the  ideas, 
and  the  melody  of  the  numbers,  but  for  the  agreeable  fic- 
tion upon  which  it  is  formed.  Mirth,  overwhelmed  with 
sorrow  for  the  sickness  of  her  favourite,  takes  a  flight  in 
quest  of  her  sister  health,  whom  she  finds  reclined  upon 
the  brow  of  a  lofty  mountain,  amidst  the  fragrance  of  per- 
petual spring,  with  the  breezes  of  the  morning  sporting 
about  her.  Being  solicited  by  her  sister  mirth,  she  readily 
promises  her  assistance,  flies  away  in  a  cloud,  and  impreg- 
nates the  waters  of  Bath  with  new  virtues,  by  which  the 
sickness  of  Belinda  is  relieved. 

As  the  reputation  of  his  abilities,  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  his  birth  and  life,  the  splendour  of  his  appear- 
ance, and  the  distinction  which  was,  for  some  time,  paid  him 
by  lord  Tyrconnel,  entitled  him  to  familiarity  with  persons 
of  higher  rank  than  those  to  whose  conversation  he  had 
been  before  admitted;  he  did  not  fail  to  gratify  that. curi- 
osity, which  induced  him  to  take  a  nearer  view  of  those 
whom  their  birth,  their  employments,  or  their  fortunes, 
necessaoly  place  at  a  distance  from  the  greatest  part  of 
mankind,  and  to  examine  whether  their  merit  was  magni- 
fied or  diminished  by  the  medium  through  which  it  was 
contemplated ;  whether  the  splendour  with  ^which  they 
dazzled  their  admirers  was  inherent  in  themselves,  or  only 
reflected  on  them  by  the  objects  that  surrounded  them ; 
and  whether  great  men  were  selected  for  high  stations,  or 
high  stations  made  great  men. 

For  this  purpose  he  took  all  opportunities  of  conversing 
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famttiariy  iriA  those  wko  wen  most  eoBspwiiMs  at  tbit 
time  for  their  )[>ower  or  thm  inflneooe ;  he  watched  thrir 
looser  mosiientSy  and  examined  their  domestick  behayiomr, 
with  that  aoateness  which  natore  had  given  him,  and  which 
the  nncottimon  viuriety  of  his  life  had  contributed  to  in^ 
crease,  and  that  inquisitiveness  which  must  always  be  pro- 
duced in  a  vigorous  mind,  by  an  absolute  freedom  from  all 
pressing  or  domestick  engagements. 

His  discernment  was  quick,  jEmd,  therefore,  he  soon  found 
in  every  person,  and  in  every  affair,  something  that  de- 
served attention ;  he  was  supported  by  others,  without  any 
care  for  himself,  and  was,  therefore,  at  leisure  to  pursue 
his  observations. 

More  circumstances  to  constitute  a  critick  on  human  life 
could  not  easily  concur ;  nor  indeed  could  any  man,  who 
assumed  from  accidental  advantages  more  praise  than  he 
could  justly  claim  from  his  real  merit,  admit  an  acquaint- 
ance more  dangerous  than  that  of  Savage ;  of  whom,  like- 
wise, it  must  be  confessed,  that  abilities  really  exalted 
above  the  common  level,  or  virtue  refined  from  passion,  or 
proof  against  corruption,  could  not  easily  find  an  abler 
judge>  or  a  warmer  advocate. 

What  was  the  result  of  Mr.  Savage's  inquiry,  though  he 
was  not  much  accustomed  to  conceal  his  discoveries,  it 
may  not  be  entirely  safe  to  relate,  because  the  persons 
whose  characters  he  criticised  are  powerful;  and  power 
and  resentment  are  seldom  strangers  ;  nor  would  it,  per- 
haps, be  wholly  just,  because  what  he  asserted  in  conversa- 
tion might,  though  true  in  general,  be  heightened  by  some' 
momentary  ardour  of  imagination,  and,  as  it  can  be  de- 
livered only  from  memory,  may  be  imperfectly  represent- 
ed ;  so  that  the  picture  at  first  agg^vated,  and  then  un- 
skilfully copied,  may  be  justly  suspected  to  retain  no  great 
resemblance  of  the  original. 

It  may,  however,  be  observed,  that  he  did  not  appear  to 
have  formed  very  elevated  ideas  of  those  to  whom  the  ad- 
ministration of  affairs,  or  the  conduct  of  parties,  has  been 
entrusted ;  who  have  been  considered  as  the  advocates  of 
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the  orowQ,  or  the  goardKam  of  the  peoph ;  and  who  hftTe 
obtained  the  most  impUck  c<»ifideiice»  and  the  loodttt  ap- 
pkiites.  Of  one  partionkr  peraon,  who  has  been  at  one 
time  so  popular  as  to  be  generally  esteened,  and,  at  an- 
other, so  formidable  as  to  be  universally  detested,  he  ob- 
served, that  his  acquisitions  had  been  small,  or  that  his  ca- 
pacity v^as  narrow,  and  that  the  whole  range  of  his  mind 
was  from  obscenity  to  politicks,  and  from  politicks  to  ob- 
scenity. 

But  the  opportunity  of  indulging  his  speculations  on 
great  characters  was  now  at  an  end.  He  was  banished 
firom  the  table  of  lord  Tyrconnel,  and  turned  again  adrift 
iqK>n  the  world,  without  prospect  of  finding  quickly  any 
other  harbour.  As  prudence  was  not  one  of  the  virtues 
by  which  he  was  distinguished,  he  had  made  no  provision 
against  a  misfortune  like  this.  And  thou^  it  is  not  to  be 
'  imagined  but  that  the  separation  must,  for  some  time;  have 
been  preceded  by  coldness,  peevishness,  or  neglect,  though 
it  was  undoubtedly  the  consequence  of  accumulated  pro- 
vocations on  both  sides ;  yet  every  one  that  knew  Savage 
will  readily  believe,  that  to  him  it  was  sudden  as  a  stroke 
of  thunder;  that,  though  he  might  have  transiently  sus- 
pected it,  he  had  never  sufiered  any  thought  so  unpleasing 
to  sink  into  his  mind,  but  that  he  had  driven  it  away  by 
amusements,  or  dreams  of  future  felicity  and  affluence, 
and  had  never  taken  any  measures  by  which  he  mi^t 
prevent  a  precipitation  from  plenty  to  indigence. 

This  quarrel  and  separation,  and  the  difficulties  to  which 
Mr.  Savage  was  exposed  by  them,  were  soon  known  both 
to  his  friends  and  enemies ;  nor  was  it  long  before  he  per- 
ceived, from  the  behaviour  of  both,  how  much  is  added  to 
the  lustre  of  genius  by  the  ornaments  of  wealth. 

His  condition  did  not  appear  to  excite  much  compas- 
wm ;  for  he  bad  not  always  been  careful  to  use  the  advan- 
tages he  enjoyed  with  that  moderation  which  ought  to  have 
been  with  more  than  usual  caution  preserved  by  him,  who 
knew»  if  he  had  reflected,  that  he  was  only  a  dependant 
on  the  bounty  of  another,  whom  he  could  expect  to  sup- 
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port  him  no  loogw  tlitui  he  endeavoared  to  preserve  hU 
favour  by  comptyiog  with  his  inclinatioDs,  and  whom  he/ 
nevertheless,  set  at  defismee,  and  was  continually  irritating 
by  negligence  or  encroachments. 

Examples  need  not  be  sought  at  any  great  distance  to 
prove,  that  superiority  of  fortune  has  a  natural  tendency 
to  kindle  pride,  and  that  pride  seldom  fails  to  exert  itself 
in  contempt  and  insult;  and  if  this  is  often  the  effect  of 
hereditary  wealth,  and  of  honours  enjoyed  only  by  the 
merit  of  others,  it  is  some  extenuation  of  any  indecent 
triumphs  to  which  this  unhappy  man  may  have  been  be* 
trayed,  that  his  prosperity  was  heightened  by  the  force  of 
novelty,  and  made  more  intoxicating  by  a  sense  of  the 
misery  in  which  he  had  so  long  languished,  and,  perhaps,  of 
the  insults  which  he  had  formerly  borne,  and  which  he 
might  now  think  himself  entitled  to  revenge.  It  is  too 
common  for  those  who  have  unjustly  suffered  pain,  to 
inflict  it,  likewise,  in  their  turn,  with  the  same  injustice,  and 
to  imagine  that  they  have  a  right  to  treat  others  as  they 
have  themselves  been  treated. 

That  Mr.  Savage  was  too  much  elevated  by  any  good 
fortune,  is  generally  known ;  and  some  passages  of  his  in* 
troduction  to  the  Author  to  be  let,  sufficiently  show,  that  he 
did  not  wholly  refrain  from  such  satire,  as  he  afterwards 
thought  very  unjust  when  he  was  exposed  to  it  himself; 
for,  when  he  was  afterwards  ridiculed  in  the  character  of 
a  distressed  poet,  he  very  easily  discovered  that  distress 
was  not  a  proper  subject  for  merriment,  or  topick  of  invec- 
tive. He  was  then  able  to  discern,  that  if  misery  be  the 
effect  of  virtue,  it  ought  to  be  reverenced ;  if  of  ill  fortune, 
to  be  pitied ;  and  if  of  vice,  not  to  be  insulted,  because  it 
is,  perhaps,  itself  a  punishment  adequate  to  the  crime  by 
which  it  was  produced.  And  the  humanity  of  that  man 
can  deserve  no  panegyrick,  who  is  capable  of  reproaching 
a  criminal  in  the  hands  of  the  executioner. 

But  these  reflections,  though  they  readily  occurred  to 
him  in  the  first  and  last  parts  of  his  life,  were,  I  am  afraid, 
for  a  long  time  forgotten ;  at  least  they  were,  like  many 
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Other  majums,  treasured  up  in  his  mind  rather  for  show 
than  nse,  and  operated  very  little  upon  his  conduct,  how- 
ever elegantly  he  might  sometimes  explain,  or  however 
forcibly  he  might  inculcate  them. 

His  degpradatioD,  therefore,  from  the  coodition  which  he 
had  enjoyed  with  such  wanton  thoughtlessness,  was  con- 
sidered  by  many  as  an  occasion  of  triumph.  Those  who 
had  before  paid  their  court  to  him  without  success,  soon 
returned  the  contempt  which  they  had  suffered ;  and  they 
who  had  received  favours  from  him,  for  of  such  favours  as 
he  could  bestow  he  was  very  liberal,  did  not  always  re- 
member them.  So  much  more  certain  are  the  effects  of 
resentment  than  of  gratitude :  it  is  not  only  to  many  more 
pleasing  to  recollect  those  faults  which  place  others  below 
them,  than  those  virtues  by  which  they  are  themselves 
comparatively  depressed ;  but  it  is,  likewise,  more  easy  to 
neglect,  than  to  recompense;  and  though  there  are  few 
who  will  practise  a  laborious  virtue,  there  will  never  be 
wanting  multitudes  that  will  indulge  an  easy  vice^ 

Savage,  however,  was  very  little  disturbed  at  the  marks 
of  contempt  which  his  ill  fortune  brought  upon  him,  from 
those  whom  he  never  esteemed,  and  with  whom  he  never 
considered  himself  as  levelled  by  any  calamities;  and 
though  it  was  not  without  some  uneasiness  that  he  saw 
some,  whose  friendship  he  valued,  change  their  behaviour ; 
he  yet  observed  their  coldness  without  much  emotion,  con- 
sidered them  as  the  slaves  of  fortune  and  the  worshippers* 
of  prosperity,  and  was  more  inclined  to  despise  them,  than 
to  lament  himself. 

It  does  not  appear  that,  after  this  return  of  bis  wants,  he 
found  mankind  equally  favourable  to  him,  as  at  his  first 
appearance  in  the  world.  His  story,  though  in  reality  not 
less  melancholy,  was  less  affecting,  because  it  was  no  longer 
new ;  it,  therefore,  procured  him  no  new  friends ;  and  those 
that  had  formerly  relieved  him,  thought  they  might  now 
consign  him  to  others.  He  was  now,  likewise,  considered 
by  many  rather  as  criminal,  than  as  unhappy;  for  the 
friends  of  lord  Tyrconnel,  and  of  hb  mother,  were  sufE- 
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oieotly  induttrious  to  publiih  Us  weaknesses,  wUch  were 
indeed  very  namerons;  and  nothing  was  fbrgotten  that 
might  make  him  either  hateful  or  ridiculons. 

It  cannot  but  be  imagined ,  that  such  representations  of 
his  faults  mnst  make  great  numbers  less  sensible  of  his 
distress ;  many,  who  had  only  an  opportunity  to  hear  one 
part,  made  no  scmple  to  propagate  the  account  which  they 
received ;  many  assisted  their  circulation  from  malice  or 
revenge ;  and,  perhaps,  many  pretended  to  credit  them» 
that  they  might,  with  a  better  grace,  withdraw  their  regard, 
or  withhold  their  assistance. 

Savage,  however,  was  not  one  of  those  who  suffered 
himself  to  be  injured  without  resistance,  nor  was  less  dili- 
gent in  exposing  the  faults  of  lord  Tyrconnel ;  over  whom 
he  obtained  at  least  this  advantage,  that  he  drove  him  first 
to  the  practice  of  outrage  and  violence;  for  he  was  so 
much  provoked  by  the  wit  and  virulence  of  Savage,  that 
he  came,  with  a  number  of  attendants,  that  did  no  honour 
to  his  courage,  to  beat  him  at  a  coffee-house.  But  it 
happened  that  he  had  left  the  place  a  few  mbutes ;  and 
his  lordship  had,  without  danger,  the  pleasure  of  boasting 
how  he  would  have  treated  him.  Hr.  Savage  went  next 
day  to  repay  his  visit  at  his  own  house ;  but  was  prevailed 
on,  by  his  domesticks,  to  retire  without  insisting  upon 
seeing  him. 

Lord  Tyrconnel  was  accused  by  Mr.  Savage  of  some 
motions,  which  scarcely  any  provocations  will  be  thought 
sufficient  to  justify ;  such  as  seizing  what  he  had  in  his 
lodgings,  and  other  instances  of  wanton  cmehy,  by  which 
he  increased  the  distress  of  Savage,  without  any  advantage 
to  himself. 

These  mutual  accusations  were  retorted  on  both  sides, 
for  many  years,  with  the  utmost  degree  of  virulence  and 
rage ;  and  time  seemed  rather  to  augment  than  diminish 
their  resentment.  That  the  anger  of  Mr.  Savage  should 
be  kept  alive,  is  not  strange,  because  he  felt  every  day 
tiie  consequences  of  the  quarrel;  but  it  might  reasonably 
have  been  hoped,  that  lord  Tyrconnel  might  have  re- 
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l«&te«U  vdA  at  length  hare  fofgot  thoie  proveoatioiis, 
wfakK  however  they  might  l»ye  once  ioBamed  him,  had 
not,  in  reahty,  much  hurt  him. 

Ttie  spirit  of  Mr,  Sayage,  indeed,  never  suffered  him  to 
solieit  a  reeonciIiati<m ;  he  retuiiBed  reproach  for  refHroaoh, 
and  insult  for  insult ;  his  superimty  of  wit  supplied  the 
dtsadrantages  of  his  fortune,  and  enabled  him  to  form  a 
party,  and  prejudice  great  numbers  in  his  favour. 

^t,  though  this  might  be  some  gratification  of  his 
vanity,  it  afforded  very  little  relief  to  his  necessities ;  and 
he  was  very  frequently  reduced  to  uncommon  hardships, 
of  which,  however,  he  Mver  made  any  mean  or  importu- 
nate  complaints,  being  formed  rather  to  bear  misery  with 
fortitude,  that)  enjoy  prosperity  with  moderatiott. 

He  now  thought  himself  again  at  liberty  to  expose  the 
cruelty  of  his  mother ;  and,  therefore,  I  believe,  about  this 
time,  published  the  Bastard,  a  poem  remarkable  for  the 
vivacious  sallies  of  thought  in  the  beginning,  where  he 
makes  a  pompous  enumeration  of  the  imaginary  advan* 
tages  of  base  birth ;  and  the  patbetick  sentiments  at  the 
end,  where  he  recounts  the  r^  calamities  which  he  su£> 
fered  by  the  crime  of  his  parents. 

The  vigour  and  spirit  of  the  verses,  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  the  author,  the  novelty  of  the  subject,  and 
the  notoriety  of  the  story  to  which  the  allusions  are  made» 
procured  this  performance  a  very  favourable  reception ; 
great  numbers  were  immediately  dispersed,  and  editions 
were  multiplied  with  unusual  rapidity. 

One  circumstance  attended  the  publication,  which  Sa« 
vage  used  to  relate  with  great  satisfaction:  his  mother^ 
to  whom  the  poem  was  with  "  due  reverence*^  inscribed, 
happened  then  to  be  at  Bath,  where  she  could  not  con- 
veniently retire  from  censure,  or  conceal  herielf  from 
observation ;  and  no  sooner  did  the  reputation  of  the  poem 
heg^ri  to  spread,  than  she  heard  it  repeated  in  all  plac^  of 
concoufse;  not  could  she  enter  the  assembly-rooms,  or 
cross  the  walks,  without  being  saluted  with  some  lines 
from  the  Bast^. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I4d  ^AVAGB. 

This  was,  perhaps,  the  first  time  that  she  ever  dis- 
covered a  sense  of  shame,  and  on  this  occasion  the  power 
of  wit  was  very  conspicuous;  the  wretch  who  had,  without 
scruple,  proclaimed  herself  an  adulteress,  and  who  had 
first  endeavoured  to  starve  her  son,  then  to  transport  him, 
and  afterwards  to  hang  him,  was  not  able  to  bear  the  repre- 
sentation of  her  own  conduct ;  but  fled  from  reproach, 
though  she  felt  no  pain  from  guilt,  and  left  Bath  with 
the  utmost  haste,  to  shelter  herself  among  the  crowds  of 
London. 

Thus  Savage  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding,  that,  though 
he  could  not  reform  his  mother,  he  could  punish  her,  and 
that  he  did  not  always  suffer  alone. 

The  pleasure  which  he  received  from  this  increase  of 
his  poetical  reputation,  was  snfiicient,  for  some  time,  to 
overbalance  the  miseries  of  want,  which  this  performance 
did  not  much  alleviate ;  for  it  was  sold  for  a  very  trivial 
sum  to  a  bookseller,  who,  though  the  success  was  so  un- 
common that  five  impressions  were  sold,  of  which  many 
were,  undoubtedly*  very  numerous,  had  not  generosity 
suflScient  to  admit  the  unhappy  writer  to  any  part  of  the 
profit. 

The  sale  of  this  poem  was  always  mentioned  by  Savage 
with  the  utmost  elevation  of  heart,  and  referred  to  by  him 
as  an  incontestable  proof  of  a  general  acknowledgment 
of  his  abilities.  It  was,  indeed,  the  only  production  of 
which  he  could  justly  boast  a  general  reception. 

But  though  he  did  not  lose  the  opportunity  which  suc- 
cess gave  him,  of  setting  a  high  rate  on  his  abilities,  but 
paid  due  deference  to  the  suffrages  of  mankind  when  they 
were  g^ven  in  his  favour,  he  did  not  suffer  his  esteem  of 
himself  to  depend  upon  others,  nor  found  any  thing  sacred 
in  the  voice  of  the  people,  when  they  were  inclined  to 
leensure  him;  he  then  readily  showed  the  folly  of  ex- 
pecting that  the  publick  should  judge  right,  observed  how 
slowly  poetical  merit  had  often  forced  its  way  into  the 
world;  he  contented  himself  with  the  applause  of  men  of 
judgment,  and  was  somewhat  disposed  to  exclude  all  those 
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ft&m  die  character  of  men  ct  jadgment  who  did  not  ap- 
pbuEMi  him. 

But  he  was  at  other  times  more  favourable  to  mankind 
than  to  think  them  blind  to  the  beauties  of  his  works,  and 
imputed  the  slowness  of  their  sale  to  other  causes ;  either 
they  were  published  at  a  time  when  the  town  was  empty, 
or  when  the  attention  of  the  publick  was  engrossed  by 
some  struggle  in  the  parliament,  or  some  other  object  of 
general  concern  ;  or  they  were,  by  the  neglect  of  the  pub* 
Hsher,  not  diligently  dispersed,  or  by  his  avarice  not  ad- 
vertised with  sufficient  frequency.  Address,  or  industry, 
or  liberality,  was  always  wanting ;  and  the  blame  was  laid 
rather  on  any  person  than  the  author. 

By  arts  like  these,  arts  which  every  man  practises  in 
some  degree,  and  to  which  too  much  of  the  little  tranquil- 
lity of  life  is  to  be  ascribed.  Savage  was  always  able  to 
live  at  peace  with  himself.  Had  he  iodeed  only  made  use 
of  these  expedients  to  alleviate  the  loss  or  want  of  fortune 
or  reputation,  or  any  other  advantages  which  it  is  not  in 
man's  power  to  bestow  upon  himself,  they  might  have 
been  justly  mentioned  as  instanced  of  a  philosophical  mind, 
and  very  properly  proposed  to  the  imitation  of  multitudes, 
who,  for  want  of  diverting  their  imaginations  with  the 
same  dexterity,  languish  under  aflSictions  which  might  be 
easily  removed. 

It  were,  doubtless,  to  be  wished,  that  truth  and  reason 
were  universally  prevalent;  that  every  thing  were  es- 
teemed according  to  its  real  value ;  and  that  men  would 
secure  themselves  from  being  disappointed  in  their  endea- 
vours after  happiness,  by  placing  it  only  in  virtue,  which 
is  always  to  be  obtained ;  but,  if  adventitious  and  foreign 
pleasures  must  be  pursued,  it  would  be,  perhaps,  of  sbmh 
benefit,  since  that  pursuit  must  frequently  be  fruitless,  if 
the  practice  of  Savage  could  be  taught,  that  folly  might 
be  an  antidote  to  ioUy,  and  one  fallacy  be  obviated  by 
another. 

But  the  danger  of  this  pleasing  intoxication  must  not 
be  concealed ;  nor  indeed  can  any  one,  after  having  ob- 
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served  the  life  of  Savage,  need  to  be  caatkmed  against  it. 
By  imputing  none  of  his  miseries  to  himself,  he  eontinoed 
to  act  upon  the  same  prineiples,  and  to  follow  the  same 
path;  was  never  made  wiser  by  his  sufferings,  nor  pre- 
served by  one  misfortune  from  falling  into  another.  He 
proceeded,  throughout  his  life,  to  tread  the  same  steps  on 
the  same  circle ;  always  applauding  his  past  conduct,  or» 
at  least,  forgetting  it  to  amuse  himself  with  phantoms  of 
happiness,  which  were  dancing  before  him ;  and  willingly 
turned  his  eyes  from  the  light  of  reason,  when  it  would 
have  discovered  the  illusion,  and  shown  him,  what  he 
never  wished  to  see,  his  real  state. 

He  is  even  accused,  after  having  lulled  his  imagination 
with  those  ideal  opiates,  of  having  tried  the  same  experi- 
ment upon  his  conscience ;  and,  having  accustomed  hiaoh- 
self  to  impute  all  deviations  from  the  right  to  foreign 
causes,  it  is  certain  that  he  was,  upon  every  occasion,  too 
easily  reconciled  to  himself,  and  that  h^  appeared  very 
little  to  regret  those  practices  which  had  impaired  his  re* 
putation*  The  reigning  errour  of  his  life  was,  that  he  nu»- 
took  the  love  for  the  practice  of  virtue,  and  was,  indeed, 
not  so  much  a  good  man  as  the  friend  of  goodness. 

This,  at  least,  must  be  allowed  him,  that  be  always  pre- 
served a  strong  sense  of  the  dignity,  the  beauty,  and  the 
necessity  of  virtue ;  and  that  he  never  contributed  de- 
liberately to  spread  corruption  amongst  mankind.  His 
actions,  which  were  generally  precipitate,  were  often  blame- 
able;  but  his  writings,  being  the  productions  of  study, 
uniformly  tended  to  the  exaltation  of  the  mind,  and  the 
propagation  of  morality  and  piety. 

These  writings  may  improve  mankind,  when  his  failings 
shall  be  forgotten ;  and,  ^erefore,  he  must  be  considered, 
upon  the  whole,  as  a  benefactor  to  the  worid ;  nor  can  his 
personal  example  do  any  hurt,  since  whoever  hears  of  Us 
faults  will  hear  of  the  miseries  which  they  broof^t  upon 
him,  and  which  would  deserve  less  pity,  had  not  hb  con* 
dition  been  such  as  made  his  faults  pardonable.  He  may 
be  considered  as  a  child  exposed  to  all  the  temptations  of 
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indigence;  at  an  age  when  reiolntion  was  not  yet  strength- 
ened by  conviction,  nor  virtue  confirmed  by  habit ;  a  cir- 
cumstance which,  in  his  Bastard,  he  laments  in  a  Very  af- 
fecting manner : 

No  mother's  care 
Shielded  my  infiuit  innocence  with  pray'r : 
No  fifither's  guardian  hand  my  youth  maintained, 
Call'd  forth  my  virtues,  or  from  vice  restrained. 

The  Bastard,  however  it  might  provoke  or  mortify  his 
mother,  could  not  be  expected  to  melt  her  to  compassion, 
so  that  he  was  still  under  the  same  want  of  the  necessaries 
of  life ;  and  he,  therefore,  exerted  all  the  interest  which  his 
wit,  or  his  birth,  or  his  misfortunes,  could  procure,  to  ob- 
tain, npon  the  death  of  Eosden,  the  place  of  poet  laureate, 
and  prosecuted  his  application  with  so  much  diligence,  that 
the  king  publickly  declared  it  his  intention  to  bestow  it 
upon  him ;  but  such  was  the  fate  of  Savage,  that  even  the 
king,  when  he  intended  his  advantage,  was  disappointed 
in  his  schemes ;  tbr  the  lord  chamberlain,  who  has  the  dis- 
posal of  the  laurel,  as  one  of  the  appendages  of  his  office, 
either  did  not  know  the  king*s  design,  or  did  not  approve  it, 
or  thought  the  nomination  of  the  laureate  an  encroachment 
upon  his  rights,  and,  therefore,  bestowed  the  laurel  upon 
Colley  Gibber. 

Mr.  Savage,  thus  disappointed,  took  a  resolution  of  ap- 
plying to  the  queen,  that,  having  once  g^ven  him  life,  she 
would  enable  him  to  support  it,  and,  therefore,  published 
a  short  poem  on  her  birthday,  to  which  he  gave  the  odd 
titie  of  Volunteer  Laureate.  The  event  of  this  essay  he 
has  himself  related  in  the  following  letter,  which  he  pre- 
fixed to  the  poem,  when  he  afterwards  reprinted  it  in 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  from  whence  I  have  copied 
it  entire,  as  this  was  one  of  the  few  attempts  in  which  Mr. 
Savage  succeeded. 

"  Mr.  Urban, — In  your  magazine  for  February  you 
published  the  last  Volunteer  Laureate,  written  on  a  very 
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nebmcholy  occaston,  tbe  death  of  tke  royal  patronest  of 
arte  and  literattire  in  general^  and  of  the  author  of  that 
poem  in  particolar;  I  how  ^nd  you  the  first  that  Mr. 
Savage  wrote  under  that  title.  This  gentleman^  notwith- 
standing a  very  considerable  interest,  being,  on  the  death 
of  Mr.  Eusden,  disappointed  of  the  laureate's  place,  wrote 
the  before-mentioned  poem;  which  was  no  sooner  pub- 
lishedy  but  the  late  queen  sent  to  a  bookseller  for  it.  The 
author  had  not  at  that  time  a  friend  either  to  get  him  in- 
troduced, or  his  poem  presented  at  court ;  yet  such  was 
the  unspeakable  goodness  of  that  princess,  that,  notwith- 
standing this  act  of  ceremony  was  wanting,  in  a  few  days 
after  piiblicatioil,  Mr.  Savage  received  a  bank  bill  of 
fif^  pounds,  and  a  gpraciotis  message  from  her  majesty,  by 
the  lord  North  and  Guildford,  to  this  effect :  '  That  her 
majesty  was  highly  pleased  with  the  verses ;  that  she  took 
particularly  kind  his  lines  there  relating  to  the  king ;  that 
he  had  pennisfuon  to  write  annually  on  the  same  subject ; 
and  that  he  should  yearly  receive  the  l&e  present,  till 
something  better  (which  was  her  majesty's  intention)  could 
be  done  for  him/  After  this,  he  was  permitted  to  present 
one  of  his  annual  poems  to  her  majesty,  had  the  honour  of 
kissing  her  hand,  and  met  with  tile  most  gracious  reception. 

*•  Yours,  Sec." 

Such  was  the  performance  ^»  and  subh  its  reception ;  a 
reception,  whieh,  though  by  no  means  unkind,  was  yet  not 
in  the  highest  degree  gtMEieroUs :  to  chain  down  the  genius 
of  a  writer  to  an  annual  panegyriok,  showed  in  the  queen 
tod  much  desire  of  hearing  her  own  praises,  and  a  greater 
regard  to  herself  than  to  him  on  whom  her  bounty  was  con- 
fbirred.  It  Was  a  kind  of  avaricious  generosi^,  by  which 
flattery  was  rather  purchased  than  genius  rewarded. 

Mrs.  Oldfield  had  formerly  g^ven  him  the  same  allowance 
with  much  more  heroick  intention :  she  had  no  other  view 
than  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  his  studies,  and  to  set 

^  This  poem  is  inserted  in  the  late  collection. 
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biniBelf  abore  the  want  of  attristanoe,  and  was  contented 
with  doing  good  without  stipulating  for  encominms. 

Mr.  Savage,  however,  was  not  at  liberty  to  make  excep- 
tions, but  was  ravished  with  the  fhvonrs  which  he  had  re* 
ceived,  and  probably  yet  more  with  those  which  he  was 
promiMd :  he  considered  himself  now  as  a  favourite  of  the 
queen,  and  did  not  donbt  but  a  few  annual  poems  would 
establish  him  in  some  profitable  employment. 

He,  therefore,  assumed  the  title  of  volunteer  hinreate, 
not  without  some  reprehensions  from  Gibber,  who  informed 
Inm,  that  the  title  of  laureate  was  a  mark  of  honour 
eonfened  by  the  king,  from  whom  all  honour  is  derived, 
and  which,  therefore,  no  man  has  a  right  to  bestow  upon 
himself;  and  added,  that  he  might  with  equid  propriety 
style  himself  a  volunteer  lord  or  volunteer  baronet.  It 
cannot  be  denied  that  the  remark  was  just;  but  Savage 
did  not  ttiink  any  title,  which  was  conferred  upon  Mr. 
Cibber,  so  honourable  as  that  the  usurpation  of  it  could  be 
imputed  to  him  as  an  instance  of  very  exorbitant  vanity, 
and,  therefore,  continued  to  write  under  the  same  title,  and 
received  every  year  the  same  reward. 

He  did  not  appear  to  consider  these  encomiums  as  tests 
of  his  abilities,  or  as  any  thing  more  than  annual  hints  to 
the  queen  of  her  promue,  or  acts  of  ceremony,  by  the  per- 
formance of  which  he  was  entitled  to  his  pension,  and,  there- 
fore, did  not  labour  them  with  great  diligence,  or  print  more 
timh  fifty  each  year,  except  that  for  some  of  the  last  years 
he  regularly  inserted  them  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  ^ 
by  which  they  were  dispersed  over  the  kingdom* 

Of  some  of  them  he  had  himself  so  low  an  opinion,  that 
he  intended  to  ontit  them  in  the  collection  of  poems,  for 
which  he  printed  proposals,  and  solictted  subscriptions; 
nor  can  it  seem  strange,  that,  being  confined  to  the  same 
subject,  he  should  be  at  some  times  indolent,  and  at  others 
unsuccessflil ;  that  he  should  sometimes  delay  a  disagree- 
able task  till  it  was  too  late  to  perform  it  well ;  or  that  he 
should  sometimes  repeat  the  same  sentimeqt  on  the  same 
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occasion,  or  at  others  be  misled  by  an  attempt  after  novelty 
to  forced  conceptions  and  far-fetched  images. 

He  wrote,  indeed,  with  a  double  intention,  which  supplied 
him  with  some  variety ;  for  his  business  was,  to  praise  the 
queen  for  the  favours  which  he  had  received,  and  to  com- 
plain to  her  of  the  delay  of  those  which  she  had  promised : 
in  some  of  his  pieces,  therefore,  gratitude  is  predominant, 
and  in  some  discontent ;  in  some,  he  represents  himself  as 
happy  in  her  patronage ;  and,  in  others,  as  disconsolate  to 
find  himself  neglected. 

Her  promise,  like  other  promises  made  to  this  unfojtu- 
nate  man,  was  never  performed,  though  he  took  sufficient 
care  that  it  should  not  be  forgotten.  The  publication  of 
his  Volunteer  Laureate  procured  him  no  other  reward  than 
a  regular  remittance  of  fifty  pounds. 

He  was  not  so  depressed  by  his  disappointments  as  to 
neglect  any  opportunity  that  was  ofiered  of  advancing  his 
interest.  When  the  princess  Anne  was  married,  he  wrote 
a  poem  upon  her  departure,  only,  as  he  declared,^  **  be- 
cause it  was  expected  from  him,"  and  he  was  not  willing 
to  bar  his  own  prospects  by  any  appearance  of  neglect'. 

He  never  mentioned  any  advantage  gained  by  this  poem, 
or  any  regard  that  was  paid  to  it ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  likely 
that  it  was  considered  at  co\irt  as  an  act  of  duty,  to  which 
he  was  obliged  by  his  dependence,  and  which  it  was,  there- 
fore, not  necessary  to  reward  by  any  new  favour:  or,  perhaps, 
the  queen  really  intended  his  advancement,  and,  therefore, 
thought  it  superfluous  to  lavish  presents  upon  a  man  whom 
she  intended  to  establbh  for  life. 

About  this  time  not  only  his  hopes  wetre  in  danger  of 
being  frustrated,  but  his  pension  likewise  of  being  ob- 
structed, by  aq  accidental  calumny.  The  writer  of  the 
Daily  Courant,  a  paper  then  published  under  the  direction 
of  the  ministry,  charged  him  with  a  crime,  which,  though 
not  very  great  in  itself,  would  have  been  remarkably  invi- 

*  Printed  in  the  late  collection. 
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dions  in  hiin,  and  might  very  justly  have  iooensed  the 
qaeen  against  him.  He  was  accnsed  by  name  of  influenc- 
ing elections  against  the  court,  by  appearing  at  the  head  of 
a  tory  mob;  nor  did  the  accuser  fail  to  aggravate  his  crime, 
by  representing  it  as  the  effect  of  the  most  atrocious  ingra- 
titude, and  a  kind  of  rebellion  against  the  queen,  who  had 
first  preserved  him  from  an  infamous  death,  and  afterwards 
distinguished  him  by  her  favour,  and  supported  him  by 
her  charity.  The  charge,  as  it  was  open  and  confident, 
was  likewise,  by  good  fortune,  yerj  particular.  The  place 
of  the  transaction  was  mentioned,  and  the  whole  series  of 
the  rioter's  conduct  related.  This  exactness  made  Mr. 
Savage*8  vindication  easjr ;  for  he  never  had  in  his  life  seen 
the  place  which  was  declared  to  be  the  scene  of  his  wicked- 
ness, nor  ever  had  been  present  in  any  town  when  its 
representatives  were  chosen.  This  answer  he,  therefore, 
made  haste  to  publish,  with  all  the  circumstances  necessary 
to  make  it  credible ;  and  very  reasonably  demanded,  that  the 
accusation  should  be  retracted  in  the  same  paper,  that  he 
might  no  longer  suffer  the  imputation  of  sedition  and  in- 
gratitude. This  demand  was  likewise  pressed  by  him  in 
a  private  letter  to  the  author  of  the  paper,  who,  either 
trusting  to  the  protection  of  those  whose  defence  be  had 
undertaken,  or  having  entertained  some  personal  malice 
against  Mr.  Savage,  or  fearing  lest,  by  retracting  so  confi- 
dent an  assertion,  he  should  impair  the  credit  of  his  paper, 
refused  to  give  him  that  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Savage,  therefore,  thought  it  necessary,  to  his  own 
Vindication,  to  prosecute  him  in  the  King*s  Bench ;  but  as 
he  did  not  find  any  ill  effects  from  the  accusation,  having 
sij^ciently  cleared  his  innocence,  he  thought  any  further 
procedure  would  have  the  appearance  of  revenge ;  and, 
therefore,  willingly  dropped  it. 

He  saw,  soon  afterwards,  a  process  commenced  in  the 
same  court  against  himself,  on  an  information  in  which 
he  was  accused  of  writing  and  publishing  an  obscene 
pamphlet. 

It  was  always  Mr.  Savage's  desire  to  be  distinguished ; 
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and,  vhen  any  controversy  becaine  p^qratlar,  he  never 
wanted  some  reason  for  engaging  in  it  with  great  ardour, 
and  appearing  at  the  head  of  the  party  which  he  had 
chosen.  As  be  was  never  celebrated  for  his  prudence,  ho 
had  no  sooner  taken  his  side,  and  informed  himself  of  the 
chief  topicks  of  the  dispute,  than  he  took  all  opportoaitiea 
of  asserting  and  propagating  his  principles,  without  mndi 
regard  to  his  own  interest,  or  any  other  vinble  desigfu  Aan 
that  of  drawing  upon  himself  the  attention  €ff  mankind. 

The  dispute  between  4he  bishop  of  London  and  the 
chancellor  is  well  known  to  have  been,  for  some  time,  the 
chief  topick  of  political  conversation ;  and,  therefore,  Mr. 
Savage,  in  pursuance  of  his  character,  endeavoured  to  be- 
come conspicuous  among  the  controvertists  with  which 
every  coffee-house  was  filled  on  that  occasion.  He  was 
an  indefatigable  opposer  of  all  the  claims  of  ecclesiastical 
power,  though  he  did  not  know  on  what  they  were  found- 
ed ;  and  was,  therefore,  no  friend  to  the  bishop  of  London, 
But  he  had  another  reason  for  appearing  as  a  warm  advo- 
cate for  Dr.  Rundle ;  for  he  was  the  friend  of  Mr.  Foster 
and  Mr.  Thomson,  who  were  the  friends  of  Mr.  Savage. 

Thus  remote  was  his  interest  in  the  question,  which,  how- 
ever, as  he  imagined,  concerned  him  so  nearly,  that  it  was 
not  suflScient  to  harangue  and  dispute,  but  necessary  like^^ 
wise  to  write  upon  it. 

He,  therefore,  engaged  with  great  ardour  in  a  new 
poem,  called  by  him,  the  Progress  of  a  Divine ;  in  which 
he  conducts  a  profligate  priest,  by  all  the  gpradations  of 
wickedness,  from  a  poor  curacy  in  the  country  to  the  high- 
est preferments  of  the  church;  and  describes,  with  that 
humour  which  was  natural  to  him,  and  that  knowledge 
which  was  extended  to  all  the  diversities  of  human  life, 
his  behaviour  in  every  station ;  and  insinuates,  that  this 
priest,  thus  accomplished,  found  at  last  a  patron  in  the 
bishop  of  Loudon. 

When  he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  friends,  on  what  pre- 
tence he  could  charge  the  bishop  with  such  an  action,  he 
l^ad  no  more  to  say  than  that  he  had  only  inverted  the 
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tliat  tie  who  obstructed  the  rke  of  a  good  man  without  rear 
son,  would,  for  bad  reasons,  promote  the  exaltatioii  of  a 
villain. 

The  olergy  were  universally  provoked  by  this  satire; 
and  Savage,  who,  as  was  his  constant  practice,  had  set  his 
naae  to  his  performance,  was  censured  in  the  Weekly 
Misc^any°*  with  severity,  which  he  did  not  seem  inclined 
to  forget 

*  A  akart  aatiit  waa,lik«wise,pabliihed  in  the  time  paper,  in  whicli  wen  ti^ 
following  lines; 

For  eniel  niit|4er  dooa'd  to  hempen  death* 
BaTBge,  by  royal  grace,  prolonged  hu  breath. 
Well  might  you  think  he  spent  his  future  years 
In  pra/r,  and  fasting,  and  repentant  tears. 
— ^^ut,  O  yain  hope ! — the  truly  Sayage  cries, 
**  Priests,  and  thi^r  sUvish  doetrines,  I  despiia. 

ShaUI 

Who,  by  free-thinking  to  free  action  fir'd. 
In  midnight  brawls  a  deathless  name  acqub'd. 
Now  stoop  to  leam  of  eoclesiastio  men  V- 
No,  arm'd  with  rhymci  at  priests  I'll  take  mj  aim. 
Though  prudence  bids  me  murder  but  their  fame." 

Weekly  Miscellany. 

An  answer  was  published  in  the  Oentlaman's  Bfagazine,  written  by  an  un-* 
known  hand,  from  which  the  foUowing  lines  are  selected  .* 

IVansfonn'd  by  thoughtless  rage,  and  midnight  wine. 
From  maUce  free,  and  push'd  without  design; 
In  equal  brawl  if  Savage  lung'd  a  thrust. 
And  brought  the  youth  a  victim  to  the  dust ; 
So  strong  the  hand  of  accident  appears. 
The  royal  hand  fit>m  guilt  and  vengeance  clears. 

Instead  of  wasting  "  all  thy  future  years. 
Savage,  in  pray'r  and  vain  rqientant  tears," 
Exert  thy  pen  to  mend  a  vitious  age. 
To  curb  the  priest,  and  sink  his  high-church  rage ; 
To  show  what  frauds  the  holy  vestments  hide. 
The  nests  of  av'rice,  lust,  and  pedant  pride  : 
Then  change  the  scene,  let  merit  brightly  shine. 
And  round  the  patriot  twist  the  wreath  divine ; 
The  heav'nly  guide  deliver  down  to  fame ; 
In  we^l-tun'd  lays  transmit  a  Foster's  name ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


152  SATA6B. 

Bat  a  retarn  of  invective  wag  not  thought  a  saffidettt 
punishment  The  court  of  King's  Bench  was,  therefore, 
moved  against  him ;  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  an  .an- 
swer to  a  charge  of  obscenity.  It  was  urged  in  his  defence, 
that  obscenity  was  criminal  when  it  was  intended  to  pro- 
mote the  practice  of  vice ;  but  that  Mr.  Savage  had  only 
introduced  obscene  ideas,  with  the  view  of  exposing  them  to 
detestation,  and  of  amending  the  age,  by  showing  the  de- 
formity of  wickedness.  This  plea  was  admitted ;  and  sir 
Philip  Yorke,  who  then  presided  in  that  court,  dismissed 
the  information  with  encomiums  upon  the  purity  and  ex- 
cellence of  Mr.  Savage*s  writings.  The  prosecution,  how- 
eVer,  answered  in  some  measure  the  purpose  of  those  by 
whom  it  was  set  on  foot ;  for  Mr.  Savage  was  so  far  inti- 
midated by  it,  that,  when  the  edition  of  his  poem  was  sold, 
he  did  not  venture  to  reprint  it;  so  that  it  was  in  a  short 
time  forgotten,  or  forgotten  by  all  but  those  whom  it 
offended. 

It  is  said  that  some  endeavours  were  used  to  incense 
the  queen  against  him :  but  he  found  advocates  to  obviate, 
at  least,  part  of  their  effect ;  for,  though  he  was  never  ad- 
vanced, he  still  continued  to  receive  his  pension. 

This  poem  drew  more  infamy  upon  him  than  any  incident 
of  his  life ;  and,  as  his  conduct  cannot  be  vindicated,  it  is 
proper  to  secure  his  memory  from  reproach,  by  informing 
those  whom  he  made  his  enemies,  that  he  never  intended 
to  repeat  the  provocation  ;  and  that,  though,  whenever  he 
thought  he  had  any  reason  to  complain  of  the  clergy,  he 
used  to  threaten  them  with  a  new  edition  of  the  Progress 

Touch  ev'ry  passion  with  harmonious  art. 
Exalt  the  genius,  and  correct  the  heart. 
Thus  future  times  shall  royal  grace  extol ; 
Thus  polish*d  lines  thy  present  fame  enrol. 
—But  grant- 


-Maliciously  that  Sarage  plung'd  the  steel, 


And  made  the  youth  its  shining  vengeance  feel ; 
My  soul  abhors  the  act,  the  man  detests. 
But  mor«  the  bigotry  in  priestly  breasts." 

Gentleman's  Magaxiue,  May,  1735.    Dr.  J. 
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of  a  Diyine,  it  was  Us  calm  and  settled  resolation  to  sap- 
press  it  for  ever. 

He  once  intended  to  have  made  a  better  reparation  for 
the  folly  or  injustice  with  which  he  might  be  charged,  b; 
writing  another  poem,  called  the  Progress  of  a  Freethink- 
er, whom  he  intended  to  lead  through  all  the  stages  of  vice 
and  folly,  to  convert  him  from  virtue  to  wickedness,  and 
from  religion  to  infidelity,  by  all  the  modish  sophistry  used 
for  that  purpose;  and,  at  last,  to  dismiss  him  by  his  own 
kmd  into  the  other  world. 

That  he  did  not  execute  this  design  is  a  real  loss  to 
mankind  ;  for  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
scenes  of  debauchery  to  have  failed  in  his  representations 
of  them,  and  too  zealous  for  virtue  not  to  have  represented 
them  in  such  a  manner  as  should  expose  them  either  to  ri- 
dicule or  detestation. 

But  this  plan  was,  like  others,  forme^H  and  laid  aside,  till 
the  vigour  of  his  imagination  was  spent,  and  the  efierves- 
cence  of  invention  had  subsided ;  but  soon  gave  way  to 
some  other  design,  which  pleased  by  its  novelty  for  awhile, 
and  then  was  neglected  like  the  former. 

He  was  still  in  his  usual  exigencies,  having  no  certain 
support  but  the  pension  allowed  him  by  the  queen,  which, 
though  it  might  have  kept  an  exact  economist  from  want, 
was  very  far  from  being  sufficient  for  Mr.  Savage,  who 
had  never  been  accustomed  to  dismiss  any  of  his  appetites 
without  the  gratification  which  they  solicited,  and  whom 
nothing  but  want  of  money  withheld  from  partaking  of 
every  pleasure  that  fell  within  his  view. 

His  conduct,  with  regard  to  his  pension,  was  very  parti- 
cular. No  sooner  had  he  changed  the  bill,  than  he  vanish- 
ed from  the  sight  of  all  his  acquaintances,  and  lay,  for  some 
time,  out  of  the  reach  of  all  the  inquiries  that  friendship  or 
curiosity  could  make  after  him.  At  length  he  appeared 
again  penniless  as  before,  but  never  informed  even  those 
whom  he  seemed  to  regard  most,  where  he  had  been ;  nor 
was  his  retreat  ever  discovered. 

This  was  his  constant  practice  during  the  whole  time 
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that  he  received  the  pensioQ  from  the  queen:  be  regvlarly 
disappeared  and  returned.  He,  indeed,  affimed  that  he 
retired  to  study,  and  that  the  money  supported  him  in  soli- 
tude for  many  months ;  but  hb  friends  declared,  that  tho 
short  time  in  which  it  was  spent  suffioiendy  confuted  his 
own  account  of  his  conduct. 

His  politeness  and  his  wit  still  raised  him  friends,  who 
were  desirous  of  setting  him  at  length  free  from  that  indi* 
gence  by  which  he  had  been  hitherto  oppressed;  and,  there* 
fore,  solicited  sir  Robert  Walpole  in  his  favour  with  so 
much  earnestness,  that  they  obtained  a  promise  of  the  next 
place  that  should  become  vacant,  not  exceeding  two  hwH 
dred  pounds  a  year.  This  promise  wa^  made  with  an  «n« 
common  declaration,  *'  that  it  was  not  the  promise  of  a 
minister  to  a  petitioner,  but  of  a  friend  to  his  friend." 

Mr.  Savage  now  concluded  himself  set  at  ease  for  ever, 
and,  as  he  observes  in  a  poem  written  on  tktt  incident  of 
his  life,  trusted  and  was  trusted ;  but  soon  found  that  his 
confidence  was  ill-grounded,  and  this  friendly  promise  was 
not  inviolable.  He  spent  a  long  time  in  sdicitations,  and, 
at  last  despaired  and  desisted. 

He  did  not  indeed  d^iy,  that  he  had  given  the  minister 
some  reason  to  believe  that  he  should  not  strengthen  his 
own  interest  by  advancing  him,  for  he  had  taken  care  to 
distinguish  himself  in  cofiTee-honses  as  an  advocate  for  the 
ministry  of  the  last  years  of  queen  Anne,  and  was  always 
ready  to  justify  the  conduct,  and  exalt  the  character  of 
lord  BoUngbroke,  whom  he  mentions  with  great  regard  in 
an  £pi8tle  upon  Authors,  which  he  wrote  about  that  time, 
but  was  too  wise  to  publish,  and  of  which  only  some  frag- 
ments have  appeared,  inserted  by  him  in  the  magaoine 
after  his  retirement. 

To  despair  was  not,  however,  the  character  of  Savage ; 
when  one  patronage  failed,  he  had  recourse  to  another. 
The  prince  was  now  extremely  popular,  and  hadf  very 
liberally  rewarded  the  merit  of  some  writers,  whom  Mr. 
Savage  did  not  think  superiour  to  himself,  and,  therefore,  he 
resolved  to  address  a  poem  to  him. 
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For  this  parpoae  he  made  ehoioe  of  a  sahjeet  wUob 
coold  regard  only  persons  of  the  highest  rank  and  greatest, 
affluence,  and  which  was,  therefore,  proper  for  a  poem  in* 
tended  to  procure  the  patronage  of  a  prince ;  and,  having 
retired,  for  some  time,  to  Richmond,  that  he  might  prosecute 
his  design  in  full  tranquillity,  without  the  temptations  of 
pleasure,  or  the  solicitations  of  creditors,  by  which  Us 
meditations  were  in  equal  danger  of  being  disconoerled, 
be  produced  a  poem  on  PubUck  Spirit,  with  regard  to 
Publick  Works- 

The  plan  of  this  poem  is  very  extensive,  and  comprises 
a  multitude  of  topicks,  each  of  which  might  furnish  matter 
sufficient  for  a  long  perfonnaoce,  and  of  which  some  have 
already  employed  more  eminent  writers ;  but  as  he  was, 
perhaps,  not  fully  acquainted  with  the  whole  extent  of  his 
own  design,  and  was  writing  to  obtain  a  supply  of  wants 
too  pressing  to  admit  of  long  or  accurate  inquiries,  ho 
passes  negligently  over  many  publick  works,  which,  even  iu 
his  own  opinion,  deserved  to  be  more  elaborately  treated. 

But,  though  he  may  sometimes  disappoint  his  reader  by 
transient  touches  upon  these  subjects,  which  have  often 
been  considered,  and,  therefore,  naturally  raise  expecta- 
tions, he  must  be  allowed  amply  to  compensate  his  omis- 
sions, by  expatiating,  in  the  conclusion  of  his  work,  upon 
a  kind  of  beneficence  not  yet  celebrated  by  any  eminent 
poet,  though  it  now  appears  more  susceptible  of  embellish- 
ments, more  adapted  to  exalt  the  ideas,  and  affect  the 
passions,  than  many  of  those  which  have  hitherto  been 
thought  most  worthy  of  the  ornaments  of  verse.  The  set- 
tlement of  colonies  in  uninhabited  countries,  the  establish- 
ment of  those  in  security,  whose  misfortunes  have  made* 
their  own  country  no  longer  pleasing  or  safe,  the  acquisi-. 
tion  of  property  without  injury  to  any,  the  appropriation  of 
the  waste  and  luxuriant  bounties  of  nature,  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  those  gifts  which  heaven  has  scattered  upon  re- 
gions uncultivated  and  unoccupied,  cannot  be  considered 
without  giving  rise  to  a  g^at  number  of  pleasing  ideas, 
and  bewildering  the  imagination  in  delightful  prospects ; 
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and,  therefore,  whatever  speculations  they  may  produce 
in  those  who  have  confined  themselves  to  political  studies, 
liaturally  fixed  the  attention,  and  excited  the  applause,  of 
a  poet.  The  politician,  when  he  considers  men  driven 
into  other  countries  for  shelter,  and  obliged  to  retire  to 
forests  and  deserts,  and  pass  their  lives,  and  fix  their 
posterity,  in  the  remotest  comers  of  the  world,  to  avoid 
those  hardships  which  they  suffer  or  fear  in  their  native 
place,  may  very  properly  inquire,  why  the  legislature  does 
not  provide  a  remedy  for  these  miseries,  rather  than  en- 
courage an  escape  from  them.  He  may  conclude  that  the 
flight  of  every  honest  man  is  a  loss  to  the  community ;  that 
those  who  are  unhappy  without  guilt  ought  to  be  relieved ; 
and  the  life,  which  is  overburdened  by  accidental  calami- 
ties, set  at  ease  by  the  care  of  the  publick ;  and  that  those, 
who  have  by  misconduct  forfeited  their  claim  to  favour, 
ought  rather  to  be  made  useful  to  the  society  which  they 
have  injured,  than  driven  from  it.  But  the  poet  is  em- 
ployed in  a  more  pleasing  undertaking  than  that  -of  propos- 
ing laws  which,  however  just  or  expedient,  will  never  be 
made ;  or  endeavouring  to  reduce  to  rational  schemes  of 
government  societies  which  were  formed  by  chance,  and 
are  conducted  by  the  private  passions  of  those  who  preside 
in  them.  He  guides  the  unhappy  fugitive,  from  want  and 
persecution,  to  plenty,  quiet,  and  security,  and  seats  him 
in  scenes  of  peaceful  solitude,  and  undisturbed  repose. 

Savage  has  not  forgotten,  amidst  the  pleasing  sentiments 
which  this  prospect  of  retirement  suggested  to  him,  to 
censure  those  crimes  which  have  been  generally  committed 
by  the  discoverers  of  new  regions,  and  to  expose  the 
enormous  wickedness  of  making  war  upon  barbarous*  na- 
tions because  they  cannot  resist,  and  of  invading  countries 
because  ihej  are  fruitful ;  of  extending  navigation  only  to 
propagate  vice,  and  of  visiting  distant  lands  only  to  lay 
them  waste.  He  has  asserted  the  natural  equality  of 
mankind,  and  endeavoured  to  suppress  that  pride  which 
inclines  men  to  imagine  that  right  is  ihe  consequence  of 
power. 
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His  description  of  the  v^ous  miseries  which  force  men 
to  seek  for  refuge  in  distant  conntries,  affords  JEinother  in^ 
stance  of  his  proficiency  in  the  important  and  extensire 
study  of  human  life ;  and  the  tenderness  with  which  he  re- 
counts them,  another  proof  of  his  humanity  and  benevo- 
lence. 

It  b  observable,  that  the  close  of  this  poem  discovers  a 
change  which  experience  had  made  in  Mr.  Savage's  opi- 
nions. In  a  poem  written  by  him  in  his  youth,  and  pub- 
lished in  his  Miscellanies,  he  declares  his  contempt  of  the 
contracted  views  and  narrow  prospects  of  the  middle  state 
of  life,  and  declares  his  resolution  either  to  tower  like  the 
cedar,  or  be  trampled  like  the  shrub ;  but  in  this  poem, 
though  addressed  to  a))rince,  he  mentions  this  state  of  life 
as  comprising  those  who  ought  most  to  attract  reward, 
those  who  merit  most  the  confidence  of  power,  and  the 
familiarity  of  gpreatness ;  and,  accidentally  mentioning  tUs 
passage  to  one  of  his  friends,  declared,  that,  in  Ins  opimon, 
all  the  virtue  of  mankind  was  comprehended  in  that  state* 

In  describing  villas  and  gardens,  he  did  not  omit  to  con- 
demn that  absurd  custom  which  prevails  among  the  Eng- 
lish, of  permitting  servants  to  receive  money  from  stran- 
gers for  the  entertainment  that  they  receive,  and,  therefore, 
inserted  in  his  poem  these  lines : 

But  what  the  flow'ring  pride  of  gardens  rare. 

However  royal,  or  however  fair. 

If  gates,  which  to  access  should  still  give  way. 

Ope  but,  like  Peter's  paradise,  for  pay  ? 

If  perquisited  varlets  frequent  stand. 

And  each  new  walk  must  a  new  tax  demand? 

What  foreign  eye  but  with  contempt  surveys  ? 

What  muse  shall  firom  oblivion  snatch  their  praise  ? 

But  before  the  publication  of  his  performance  he  recol- 
lected, that  the  queen  allowed  her  garden  and  cave  at 
Richmond  to  be  shoivn  for  money ;  and  that  she  so  openly 
countenanced  the  practice,  that  she  had  bestowed  the  pri- 
vilege of  showing  them  as  a  place  of  profit  on  a  man. 
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whose  merit  die  rahied  benelf  iip<m  rewarding,  though 
she  gave  him  only  the  liberty  of  disgraoing  his  country. 

He,  therefore,  thought,  with  more  prudence  than  watf 
often  exerted  by  him,  that  the  publication  of  these  lines 
might  be  officiously  represented  as  an  insult  upon  the 
queen,  to  whom  he  owed  his  life  and  his  subsistence :  and 
that  the  propriety  of  his  observation  would  be  no  security 
ag^nst  the  censures  which  the  unseasonableness  of  it 
might  draw  upon  him ;  he,  therefore,  suppressed  the  pas- 
sage in  the  first  edition,  but  after  the  queen's  death 
thought  the  same  caution  no  longer  necessary,  and  re- 
stored it  to  the  proper  place. 

The  poem  was,  therefore,  published  without  any  politi- 
cal faults,  and  inscribed  to  tfie  prince :  but  Mr.  Savage, 
having  no  friend  upon  whom  he  could  prevail  to  present  it 
to  him,  had  no  other  method  of  attracting  his  observation 
than  the  publication  of  frequent  advertisements,  and,  there- 
fbre,  received  no  reward  from  his  patron,  however  ge- 
nerous on  other  occasrons. 

His  disappointment  bi  never  mentioned  without  indig- 
nation, heiagp  by  some  means  or  other,  confident  that  the 
prince  was  not  ignorant  of  his  addrem  to  him ;  and  insi- 
nuated, that  if  any  advances  in  popularity  could  have  been 
made  by  distinguishing  him,  he  had  not  written  without 
notice,  or  without  reward. 

He  was  once  inclined  to  have  presented  his  poem  in 
person,  and  sent  to  the  printer  for  a  copy  with  that  design ; 
but  either  his  opinion  changed,  or  his  resolution  deserted 
him,  and  he  continued  to  resent  neglect  without  attempt- 
ing to  force  himself  into  reg^d. 

Nor  was  die  publick  much  more  favourable  than  his  pa- 
tron ;  for  only  seventy-two  were  sold,  though  the  perform- 
ance was  much  commended  by  some  whose  judgment  in 
that  kind  of  writing  is  generally  allowed.  But  Savage 
easily  reconciled  himself  to  mankind,  without  imputing 
any  defect  to  his  work,  by  observing,  that  his  poem  was 
unluckily  published  two  days  after  the  prorogation  of  the 
parliament,  and,  by  cons^uence,  at  a  time  when  all  those 
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If  ho  could  be  expected  to  regard  it  were  in  tiie  hurry  of 
preparing  for  their  departure,  or  engaged  in  taking  leare  of 
others  upon  their  diMnistion  from  publick  affiiirs. 

It  must  be,  however,  allowed,  in  justification  of  the  pub- 
Kck,  that  this  performance  is  not  the  most  excellent  of 
Mr.  Savage's  works ;  and  that,  though  it  cannot  be  denied 
to  contain  many  striking  sentiments,  majestick  lines,  and 
just  observations,  it  is,  in  general,  not  sufficiently  polished 
in  the  language,  or  enlivened  in  the  imagery,  or  digested 
in  the  plan. 

Thus  his  poem  contributed  nothing  to  the  alleviation  of 
his  poverty,  which  was  such  as  very  few  could  have  sup- 
ported with  equal  patience ;  but  to  which,  it  must  likewise 
be  confessed,  that  few  would  have  been  exposed,  who  re- 
ceived punctually  fifty  pounds  a  year;  a  salary  which, 
though  by  no  means  equal  to  the  demands  of  vanity  and 
luxury,  is  yet  found  sufficient  to  support  faoiilies  above 
want,  and  was,  undoubtedly,  more  than  the  necessities  of 
life  require. 

But  no  sooner  had  he  received  his  pension,  than  he 
withdrew  to  his  darling  privacy,  from  which  he  returned, 
in  a  short  time,  to  his  former  distress^  and,  for  some  part  of 
the  year^  generally  lived  by  chance,  eating  only  when  he 
was  invited  to  the  tables  of  hb  acquaintances^  from  which 
tiie  meanness  of  his  dress  often  excluded  him,  when  the 
politeness  and  variety  of  his  conversation  would  have  been 
thought  a  sufficient  recompense  for  his  entertainment. 

He  lodged  as  much  by  accident  as  he  dined,  and  passed 
the  night  sometimes  in  mean  houses,  which  are  set  open  at 
nightto  any  casual  wanderers,  sometimes  in  cellars,  among 
the  riot  and  filth  of  the  meanest  and  most  profligate  of  the 
rabble ;  and  sometimes,  when  he  bad  not  money  to  support 
even  the  expenses  of  these  receptacles,  walked  about  the 
streets  tUl  he  was  weary,  and  lay  down  in  the  summer 
upon  a  bulk,  of  in  the  winter,  with  his  associates  in  po- 
verty, among  the  ashes  of  a  glasshouse. 

In  this  manner  were  passed  those  days  and  those  nights 
which  MMtre  had  enabled  him  to  have  employed  in  ele- 
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▼ated  speculations,  usefol  studies,  or  pleasing  conversli' 
tioD.  On  a  bulk,  in  a  cellar,  or  in  a  glass-hoose,  among^ 
thieves  and  beg^gars,  was  to  be  found  the  author  of  the 
Wanderer ;  the  man  of  exalted  sentiments,  extenstye  views, 
and  curious  observations ;  the  man  whose  remarks  on  life 
might  hare  assisted  the  statesman,  whose  ideas  of  virtue 
might  have  enlightened  the  moralist,  whose  eloquence 
might  have  influenced  senates,  and  whose  delicacy  might 
have  polished  courts. 

It  cannot  but  be  imagined  that  such  necessities  might 
sometimes  force  him  upon  disreputable  practices ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  these  lines  in  the  Wanderer  were  occasioned 
by  his  reflections  on  his  own  conduct : 

Though  misery  leads  to  happiness,  and  truths 

Unequal  to  the  load,  this  languid  youth, 

(O,  let  none  censure,  if,  untried  by  grief. 

If,  amiost  woe,  untempted  by  relief,) 

He  stoop'd  reluctant  to  low  arts  of  shame. 

Which  then,  e'en  then,  he  scom'd  and  blush'd  to  name. 

Whoever  was  acquainted  with  him  was  certain  to  be  iso- 
licited  for  small  sums,  which  the  frequency  of  the  request 
made  in  time  considerable ;  and  he  was,  therefore,  quickly^ 
shunned  by  those  who  were  become  familiar  enough  to  be 
trusted  with  his  necessities ;  but  his  rambling  manner  of 
life,  and  constant  appearance  at  houses  of  publick  resort, 
always  procured  him  a  new  sifccession  of  friends,  whose 
kindness  had  not  been  exhausted  by  repeated  requests ;  so 
that  he  was  seldom  absolutely  without  resources,  but  had 
in  his  utmost  exigencies  this  comfort,  that  he  always  ima- 
gined himself  sure  of  speedy  relief. 

It  was  observed,  that  he  always  asked  favours  of  this 
kind  without  the  least  submission  or  apparent  consciousness 
of  dependence,  and  that  he  did  not  seem  to  look  upon  a 
compliance  with  his  requst,  as  an  obligati<^  that  deserved 
any  extraordinary  acknowledgments;  but  a  refusal  was 
resented  by  him  as  an  affront,  or  complained  of  as  an 
injury ;  nor  did  he  readily  reconcile  himself  to^  those  who- 
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either  denied  to  lend*  or  gave  him  afterwards  any  intiMia- 
tion  that  they  expected  to  be  repaid. 

He  was  sometimes  so  far  compassionated  by  those  who 
knew  both  hb  merit  and  distresses,  that  they  received  him 
into  their  families ;  bnt  they  soon  discovered  him  to  be  a 
very  incommodious  inmate ;  for,  being  always  accustomed 
to  an  irregular  manner  of  life,  he  could  not  confine  himself 
to  any  stated  hours,  or  pay  any  regard  to  the  rules  of  a 
family,  but  would  prolong  his  conversation  till  midnight, 
without  considering  that  business  might  require  his  friend's 
application  in  the  momii^ ;  and,  when  he  had  persuaded 
himself  to  retire  to  bed,  was  not,  without  equal  difficulty, 
called  up  to  dinner ;  it  was,  therefore,  impossible  to  pay 
him  any  distinction  without  the  entire  subversion  of  all 
economy,  a  kind  of  establishment  which,  wherever  he 
went,  he  always  appeared  ambitious  to  overthrow. 

It  must,  therefore,  be  acknowledged,  in  justification  of 
mankind,  that  it  was  not  always  by  the  negligence  or  cold- 
ness of  hb  friends  that  Savage  was  distressed,  but  because 
it  was  in  reality  very  difficult  to  preserve  him  long  in  a 
state  of  ease.  To  supply  him  with  money  was  a  hopeless 
attempt ;  for  no  sooner  did  he  see  himself  master  of  a  sum 
sufficient  to  set  him  free  from  care  for  a  day,  than  he  be- 
came profuse  and  luxurious.  When  once  he  had  entered 
a  tavern,  or  engaged  in  a  scheme  of  pleasure,  he  never  re- 
tired till  want  of  money  obliged  him  to  some  new  ex- 
pedient. If  he  was  entertained  in  a  family,  nothing  was 
any  longer  to  be  regarded  there  but  amusements  and  jol- 
lity ;  wherever  Savage  entered,  he  immediately  expected 
that  order  and  business  should  fly  before  him»  that  all  should 
thenceforward  be  left  to  hazard,  and  that  no  dull  principle 
of  domestick  management  should  be  opposed  to  bis  incli- 
nadon,  or  intrude  upon  his  gaiety. 

His  distresses,  however  afflictive,  never  dejected  him ; 
in  his  lowest  state  he  wanted  not  spirit  to  assert  the  natu- 
ral dignity  of  wit,  and  was  always  ready  to  reprev  that  in- 
solence which  superiority  of  fortune  incited,  and  to  trample 
on  that  reputation  which  rose  upon  any  other  basis  than 
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that  of  merit :  he  never  admitted  any  gross  familiarities^ 
or  submitted  to  be  treated  otherwise  than  as  an  equal. 
Once,  when  he  was  without  lodging,  meat,  or  clothes,  one 
of  his  friends,  a  man  not  indeed  remarkable  for  moderation 
in  his  prosperity,  left  a  message,  that  he  desired  to  see  him 
about  nine  in  the  morning.  Savage  knew  that  his  intention 
was  to  assist  him ;  but  was  very  much  disgusted  that  he 
should  presume  to  prescribe  the  hour  of  his  attendance, 
and,  I  believe,  refused  to  visit  him,  and  rejected  his  kind* 
ness. 

The  same  invincible  temper,  whether  firmness  or  obsti- 
nacy, appeared  in  his  conduct  to  the  lord  Tyrconnel,  from 
whom  he  very  frequently  demanded,  that  the  allowance 
which  was  once  paid  him  should  be  restored;  but  with 
whom  he  never  appeared  to  entertain,  for  a  moment,  the 
thought  of  soliciting  a  reconciliation,  and  whom  he  treated, 
at  once,  with  all  the  haughtiness  of  superiority,  and  all  the 
bitterness  of  resentment.  He  wrote  to  him,  not  in  a  style 
of  supplication  or  respect,  but  of  reproach,  menace,  and 
contempt ;  and  appeared  determined,  if  he  ever  regained 
his  allowance,  to  hold  it  only  by  the  right  of  conquest. 

As  many  more  can  discover  that  a  man  is  richer  than 
that  he  is  wiser  than  themselves,  superiority  of  understand- 
ing is  not  so  readily  acknowledged  as  that  of  fortune ;  nor 
b  that  haughtiness,  which  the  consciousness  of  great  abili- 
ties incites,  borne  with  the  same  submission  as  the  tyranny 
of  affluence ;  and,  therefore.  Savage,  by  assertkig  his  clain^ 
to  deference  and  regard,  and  by  treating  those  with  con- 
tempt whom  better  fortune  animated  to  rebel  against  him^ 
did  not  fail  to  raise  a  great  number  of  enemies  in  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  mankind.  Those  who  thought  themselves 
raised  above  him  by  the  advantages  of  riches,  hated  him, 
because  they  found  no  protection  from  the  petulance  of  his 
wit.  Those  who  were  esteemed  for  their  writings  feared 
him  as  a  critick,  and  maligned  him  as  a  rival,  and  almost 
all  the  smaller  wits  were  his  professed  enemies. 

Among  these  Mr.  Miller  so  far  indulged  his  resentment 
as  to  introduce  him  in  a.  farce,  and  direct  him.  to  be  per- 
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sonated  oa  tbe  stag^,  io  a  dress  like  that  which  he  then 
wore;  a  taean  insalt,  which  only  insinuated  that  Savage 
had  but  one  coat,  and  which  was,  therefore,  despised  by  him 
rather  than  resented:  for,  thouj^h  he  wrote  a  lampoon 
against  Miller,  he  never  printed  it ;  and  as  no  other  person 
ought  to  prosecute  that  revenge  from  which  the  person 
who  was  injured  desisted,  I  shall  not  preserve  what  Mr. 
Savage  suppressed ;  of  which  the  publication  would  indeed 
have  been  a  punishment  too  severe  for  so  impotent  an 
assault. 

The  great  hardships  of  poverty  were  to  Savage  not  the 
want  of  lodging  or  of  food,  but  the  neglect  and  contempt 
which  k  drew  upon  him.  He  complained  that,  as  his 
affairs  grew  desp0rate,  he  found  his  reputation  for  capacity 
visibly  decline ;  that  his  opinion  in  questions  of  criticism 
was  no  longer  regarded,  when  his  coat  was  out  of  fashion ; 
and  that  those  who,  in  the  interval  of  his  prosperity,  were 
always  encouraging  him  to  great  undertakings,  by  enco- 
miums on  his  genius  and  assurances  of  success,  now  re- 
ceived any  mention  of  his  designs  with  coldness,  thought 
that  the  subjects  on  which  he  proposed  to  write  were  very 
difficult,  and  were  ready  to  inform  him,  that  the  event 
of  a  poem  was  uncertain,  that  an  author  ought  to  employ 
much  time  in  the  consideration  of  his  plan,  and  not  pre- 
sume to  sit  down  to  write  in  confidence  of  a  few  cursory 
ideas,  and  a  superficial  knowledge ;  difficulties  were  started 
on  all  sides,  and  "he  was  no  longer  qualified  for  any  per- 
formance but  the  Volunteer  Laureate. 

Yet  even  this  kind  of  contempt  never  depressed  him  ; 
for  he  always  preserved  a  steady  confidence  in  his  own 
capacity,  and  believed  nothing  above  his  reach,  which  he 
should  at  any  time  earnestly  endeavour  to  attain.  He 
formed  schemes  of  the  same  kind  with  regard  to  know- 
ledge and  to  fortune,  and  flattered  himself  with  advances 
to  be  made  in  science,  as  with  riches,  to  be  enjoyed  in 
some  distant  period  of  his  life.  For  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge  he  was,  indeed,  far  better  qualified  than  for  that 
of  riches;  for  he  was  naturally  inquisitive,  and  desirous 
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of  the  conversation  of  those  from  whom  any  information 
was  to  be  obtained,  but  by  no  means  soKcitous  to  improve 
those  opportunities  that  were  sometimes  offered  of  raising 
his  fortune ;  and  he  was  remarkably  retentive  of  his  ideas, 
which,  when  once  he  was  in  possession  of  them,  rarely 
forsook  him;  a  quality  which  could  never  be  communi- 
cated to  his  money. 

While  he  was  thus  wearing  out  his  life  in  expectation 
that  the  queen  would  some  time  recollect  her  promise,  he 
had  recourse  to  the  usual  practice  of  writers,  and  pub- 
lished proposals  for  printing  his  works  by  subscription,  to 
which  he  was  encouraged  by  the  success  of  many  who  had 
not  a  better  right  to  the  favour  of  the  publick ;  but,  what- 
ever was  the  reason,  he  did  not  find  the  world  equally 
inclined  to  favour  him ;  and  he  observed,  with  some  dis- 
content, that  though  he  offered  his  works  at  half-a-g^inea, 
he  was  able  to  procure  but  a  small  number  in  comparison 
with  those  who  subscribed  twice  as  much  to  Duck. 

Nor  was  it  without  indignation  that  he  saw  his  proposals 
neglected  by  the  queen,  who  patronised  Mr.  Duck's  with 
uncommon  ardour,  and  incited  a  competition  among  those 
who  attended  the  court,  who  should  most  promote  his 
interest,  and  who  should  first  offer  a  subscription.  This 
was  a  distinction  to  which  Mr.  Savage  made  no  scruple  of 
asserting,  that  his  birth^  his  misfortunes,  and  hiB  genius, 
gttve  him  a  fairer  title,  than  could  be  pleaded  by  him  on 
whom  it  was  conferred. 

Savage's '  applications  were,  however,  not  universally 
unsuccessful ;  for  some  of  the  nobility  countenanced  his 
design,  encouraged  his  proposals,  and  subscribed  with 
great  liberality.  He  related  of  the  duke  of  Chandos  par- 
ticularly, that,  upon  receiving  his  proposals,  he  sent  him 
ten  guineas. 

But  the  money  which  his  subscriptions  afforded  him  was 
not  less  volatile  than  that  which  he  recmved  from  his  other 
schemes ;  whenever  a  subscription  was  paid  him,  he  went 
to  a  tavern ;  and,  as  money  so  collected  is  necessarily  re- 
ceived in  small  sums,  he  never  was  able  to  send  his  poems 
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to  tbe  press,  but,  for  many  years,  continiied  his  solicitation, 
and  squandered  whatever  he  obtained. 

The  project  of  printing  his  works  was  frequeatly  re- 
vived ;  and,  as  his  proposals  grew  obsolete,  new  ones  were 
printed  with  fresher  dates.  To  form  schemes  for  the  pub- 
lication, was  one  of  his  favourite  amusements ;  nor  was  he 
ever  more  at  ease  than  when,  with  any  friend  who  readily 
fell  in  with  his  schemes,  he  was  adjusting  the  print,  forming 
the  advertisements,  and  regulating  the  dispersion  of  his 
new  edition,  which  he  really  intended,  some  time,  to  pub- 
lish; and  which,  as  long  experience  had  shown  him  the 
impossibility  of  printing  the  volume  together,  he,  at  last, 
determined  to  divide  into  weekly  or  monthly  numbers, 
ihat  the  profits  of  the  first  might  supply  the  expenses  of 
the  next. 

Thus  he  spent  his  time  in  mean  expedients  and  tor- 
menting suspense,  living,  for  the  greatest  part,  in  the  fear 
of  prosecutions  from  his  creditors,  and,  consequently,  skulk- 
ing in  obscure  parts  of  tbe  town,  of  which  he  was  no 
stranger  to  the  remotest  corners.  But,  wherever  he  came, 
his  address  secured  him  friends,  whom  hb  necessities  soon 
alienated ;  so  that  he  had,  perhaps,  a  more  numerous  ac- 
quaintance than  any  man  ever  before  attained,  there  being 
scarcely  any  person  eminent  on  any  account  to  whom  he 
was  not  known,  or  whose  character  he  was  not,  in  some 
degree,  able  to  delineate. 

To  the  acquisition  of  this  extensive  acquaintance  every 
circumstance  of  his  life  contributed.  He  excelled  in  the 
arts  of  conversation,  and,  therefore,  willingly  practised 
them.  He  had  seldom  any  home,  or  even  a  lodging,  in 
which  he  could  be  private  ;  and,  therefore,  was  driven  into 
pnblick-houses  for  the  common  conveniencies  of  life  and 
supports  of  nature.  He  was  always  ready  to  comply  with 
every  invitation,  having  no  employment  to  withhold  him, 
and  often  no  money  to  provide  for  himself ;  and,  by  dining 
with  one  company,  he  never  failed  of  obtaining  an  intro- 
duction into  another. 

Thus  dissipated  was  his  life,  and  thus  casual  bis  sub- 
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sistence ;  yet  ^id  not  the  distraction  of  \a»  vieirs  binder 
bim  from  reflection,  nor  the  uncertainty  of  bis  condition 
depress  bis  gaiety.  When  be  bad  wandered  about  without 
any  fortunate  adventure  by  which  he  was  led  into  a  tavern, 
be  sometimes  retired  into  the  fields,  and  was  able  to  em- 
ploy bis  mind  in  study,  or  amuse  it  with  pleasing  imagi- 
nations ;  and  seMom  appeared  to  be  melancholy,  but  when 
some  sudden  misfortune  bad  jvst  fallen  upon  him,  and  even 
then,  in  a  few  moments,  he  would  disentangle  himself  from 
bis  perplexity,  adopt  the  subject  of  conversation,  and  apply 
bis  mind  wholly  to  the  objects  that  others  presented  to  it. 

This  life,  unhappy  as  it  may  be  already  imagined,  was 
yet  imbfttered,  in  1738,  with  new  calamities.  The  death 
of  the  queen  deprived  him  of  all  the  prospects  of  prefer- 
ment, with  which  he  so  long  entertained  his  imagination; 
and,  as  sir  Robert  Walpole  had  before  given  bim  reason 
to  believe  that  he  never  intended  the  performance  of  ha 
promise,  he  was  now  abandoned  again  to  fortune. 

He  was,  however,  at  that  time,  supported  by  a  friend ; 
and  as  it  was  not  his  custom  to  look  out  for  distant  calamities^ 
or  to  feel  any  other  pain  than  that  which  forced  itself  upon 
his  senses,  he  was  not  much  afflicted  at  bis  loss,  and,  per- 
haps, comforted  himself  that  bis  pension  would  be  now 
continued  without  the  annual  tribute  of  a  panegyrick. 

Another  expectation  contributed  likewise  to  support  him: 
|ie  had  taken  a  resolution  to  write  a  second  tragedy  upon 
the  story  of  sir  Thomas  Overbury,  in  which  be  preserved 
a  few  lines  of  his  former  play,  but  made  a  total  alteration 
of  the  plan,  added  new  incidents,  and  introduced  new 
characters ;  so  that  it  was  a  new  tragedy,  not  a  revival  of 
the  former. 

Many  of  his  friends  blamed  him  for  not  making  choice  of 
another  subject ;  but,  in  vindication  of  himself,  he  asserted, 
that  it  was  not  easy  to  find  a  better ;  and  that  he  thought 
it  his  interest  to  extinguish  the  memory  of  the  first  tragedy, 
which  he  could  only  do  by  writing  one  less  defective  upon 
the  same  story;  by  which  he  should  entirely  defeat  the 
artifice  of  the  booksellers,  who,  after  the  death  of  any^ 
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aathor  of  r^pntation,  are  always  indnstiioiis  to  twell  hit 
works,  by  uniting  his  worst  productions  with  his  best. 

In  the  execution  of  this  scheme,  howerer,  he  proceeded 
but  slowly,  and  probably  only  employed  himself  upon  it 
when  he  could  find  no  other  amusement ;  but  he  pleased 
himself  with  counting  the  profits,  and  perhaps  imagined* 
that  the  theatrical  reputation  which  he  was  about  to  acquire 
would  be  equivalent  to  all  that  he  had  lost  by  the  death  of 
his  patroness. 

He  did  not,  in  confidence  of  Us  approaching  riches, 
neglect  the  measures  proper  to  secure  the  continuance  of 
his  pension,  though  some  of  his  favourers  thought  him  cul- 
pable for  Omitting  to  write  on  her  death ;  but,  on  her  birth- 
day, next  year,  he  gave  a  proof  of  the  solidity  of  his  judg- 
ment, and  the  power  of  his  genius.  He  knew  that  the 
track  of  elegy  had  been  so  long  beaten,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  travel  in  it  without  treading  in  the  footsteps  of 
those  who  had  gone  before  him ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was 
necessary,  that  he  might  distinguish  himself  from  the  herd 
of  encomiasts,  to  find  out  some  new  walk  of  filneral  pa- 
negyrick. 

This  difficult  task  he  performed  in  such  a  manner  that 
his  poem  may  be  justly  ranked  among  the  best  pieces  that 
the  death  of  princes  has  produced.  By  transferring  the 
mention  of  her  death  to  her  birthday,  he  has  formed  a 
happy  combination  of  topicks,  which  any  other  man  would 
have  thought  it  very  difficult  to  connect  in  one  view,  but 
which  he  has  united  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  relation 
between  them  appears  natural;  and  it  may  be  justly  said, 
that  what  no  other  man  would  have  thought  on,  it  now 
appears  scarcely  possible  for  any  man  to  miss. 

The  beaaty  of  this  peculiar  combination  of  images  is  so 
masterly,  that  it  is  sufficient  to  set  this  poem  above  cen- 
sure ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  tiot  necessary  to  mention  many 
other  delicate  touches  which  may  be  found  in  it,  and  which 
would  deservedly  be  admired  in  any  other  performance. 

To  these  proofs  of  his  genius  may  be  added,  from  the 
same  poem,  an  instance  of  his  prudence,  an  excellence  for 
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which  he  was  not  so  often  distinguished ;  he  does  not  for- 
get to  remind  the  king,  in  the  most  delicate  and  artful 
manner,  of  continuing  his  pension. 

With  regard  to  the  success  of  this  address,  he  was,  for 
some  time,  in  suspense,  but  was  in  no  great  degree  solici- 
tous about  it ;  and  continued  his  labour  upon  his  new  tra- 
gedy with  great  tranquillity,  till  the  friend,  who  had  for  a 
considerable  time  supported  him,  removing  his  family  to 
another  place,  took  occasion  to  dismiss  him.  It  then  be- 
came necessary  to  inquire  more  diligently  what  was  deter- 
mined in  his  affair,  having  reason  to  suspect  that  no  great 
favour  was  intended  him,  because  he  had  not  received  his 
pension  at  the  usual  time. 

It  is  said,  that  he  did  not  take  those  methods  of  retriev- 
ing his  interest,  which  were  most  likely  to  succeed ;  and 
some  of  those  who  were  employed  in  the  exchequer  cau- 
tioned him  against  too  much  violence  in  his  proceedings: 
but  Mr.  Savage,  who  seldom  regulated  his  conduct  by  the 
advice  of  others,  gave  way  to  his  passion,  and  demanded 
of  sir  Robert  Walpole,  at  his  levee,  the  reason  of  the  dis- 
tinction that  was  made  between  him  and  the  other  pen- 
sioners of  the  queen,  with  a  degree  of  roughness,  which, 
perhaps,  determined  him  to  withdmw  what  had  been  only 
delayed. 

Whatever  was  the  crime  of  which  he  was  accused  or 
suspected,  and  whatever  influence  was  employed  against 
him,  he  received,  soon  after,  an  account  that  took  from  him 
all  hopes  of  regaining  his  pension ;  and  he  had  now  no 
prospect  of  subsistence  but  from  his  play,  and  he  knew  no 
way  of  living  for  the  time  required  to  finish  it* 

So  peculiar  were  the  misfortunes  of  this  man,  deprived 
of  an  estate  and  title  by  a  particular  law,  exposed  and 
abandoned  by  a  mother,  defrauded  by  a  mother  of  a  for- 
tune  which  his  father  had  allotted  him,  he  entered  the 
world  without  a  friend;  and  though  his  abilities  forced 
themselves  into  esteem  and  reputation,  he  was  never  able 
to  obtain  any  real  advantage,  and  whatever  prospects  arose, 
were  always  intercepted  as  he  began  to  approach  them. 
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The  king^s  inteotioDS  in  his  faYOvr  were  Anutnted;  Us 
dedication  to  the  prince,  whose  generosity  on  eyery  other 
occason  was  eminent,  procured  him  no  reward ;  sir  Robert 
Walpole,  who  valued  himself  upon  keeping  his  promise  to 
others,  broke  it  to  him  without  regret ;  and  the  bounty  of 
the  queen  was,  after  her  death,  withdrawn  from  him,  and 
from  him  only. 

Such  were  his  misfortunes,  which  yet  he  bore,  not  only 
with  decency,  but  with  cheerfulness;  nor  wA  his  gaiety 
clouded  even  by  his  last  disappointments,  though  he  was, 
in  a  short  time,  reduced  to  the  lowest  degree  of  distress, 
and  often  wanted  both  lodging  and  food.  At  this  time  he 
gave  another  instance  of  the  insurmountable  obstinacy  of 
his  spirit:  his  clothes  were  worn  out;  and  he  received 
notice,  that  at  a  coffee-house  some  clothes  and  linen  were 
left  for  him :  the  person  who  sent  them  did  not,  I  believe, 
inform  him  to  whom  he  was  to  be  obliged,  that  he  m^^ht 
spare  the  perplexity  of  acknowledging  the  benefit;  but 
though  the  offer  was  so  far^  generous,  it  was  made  with 
some  neglect  of  ceremonies,  which  Mr.  Savage  so  much 
resented,  that  he  refused  the  present,  and  declined  to 
enter  the  house  till  the  clothes  that  had  been  designed  for 
him  were  taken  away. 

His  distress  was  now  publickly  known,  and  his  friends, 
therefore,  thought  it  proper  to  concert  some  measures  for 
his  relief;  and  one  of  them  wrote  a  letter  to  him,  in  which 
he  expressed  his  concern  **  for  the  miserable  withdrawing 
of  his  pension  ;*'  and  gave  him  hopes,  that,  in  a  short  time, 
he  should  find  himself  supplied  with  a  competence,  **  with* 
out  any  dependence  on  those  little  creatures  which  we  are 
pleased  to  call  the  great.** 

The  scheme  proposed  for  this  happy  and  independent 
subsistence  was,  that  he  should  retire  into  Wales,  and  re- 
ceive an  allowance  of  fifty  pounds  a  year,  to  be  raised  by 
a  subscription,  on  which  he  was  to  live  privately  in  a  cheap 
place,  without  aspiring  any  more  to  affluence,  or  having 
any  further  care  of  reputation. 

This  offer  Mr.  Savage  gladly  accepted,  though  with  in- 
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tentioiii  very  different  firom  those  of  his  friends ;  for  they 
proposed  that  he  should  cootiiiue  an  exile  fi*om  London  for 
ever,  and  spend  all  the  remaining  part  of  his  life  at  Swan- 
sea ;  but  he  designed  only  to  take  the  opportnnity,  which 
their  scheme  offered  him,  of  retreating  for  a  short  time, 
that  he  might  prepare  his  play  for  the  stage,  and  his  other 
works  for  the  press,  and  then  to  return  to  London  to  ex- 
hibit his  tragedy,  and  live  upon  the  profits  of  his  own 
labour. 

With  reg^d  to  his  works,  he  proposed  very  g^reat  im- 
provements, which  would  have  required  much  time,  or 
great  application ;  -and,  when  he  had  finished  them,  he  de- 
signed to  do  justice  to  his  subscribers,  by  publishing  them 
according  to  his  proposals. 

As  he  was  ready  to  entertain  himself  with  future  plea- 
sures, he  had  planned  out  a  scheme  of  life  for  the  country, 
of  which  he  had  no  knowledge  but  from  pastorals  aiid 
songs.  He  imagined  that  he  should  be  transported  to 
scenes  of  flowery  felicity,  like  those  which  one  poet  has  re- 
flected to  another ;  and  had  projected  a  perpetual  round  of 
innocent  pleasures,  of  which  he  suspected  no  interruption 
from  pride,  or  ignorance,  or  brutality. 

With  these  expectations  be  was  so  enchanted,  that  when 
he  was  once  gently  reproached  by  a  friend  for  submitting 
to  live  upon  a  subscription,  and  advised  rather  by  a  reso- 
lute exertion  of  his  abilities  to  support  himself,  he  could 
not  bear  to  debar  himself  from  the  happiness  which  was  to 
be  fouml  in  the  calm  of  a  cottage,  or  lose  the  opportunity 
of  listening,  without  intermission,  to  the  melody  of  the 
nightingale,  which  he  believed  was  to  be  heard  from  every 
bramble,  and  which  he  did  not  fail  to  mention  as  a  very 
important  part  of  the  happiness  of  a  country  life. 

While  this  scheme  was  ripening,  his  friends  directed 
him  to  take  a  lodging  in  the  liberties  of  the  Fleet,  that  he 
might  be  secure  from  his  creditors,  and  sent  him,  every 
Monday,  a  guinea,  which  he  commonly  spent  before  the 
next  morning,  and  trusted,  after  his  usual  nmnner,  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  week  to  the  bounty  of  fortune. 
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He  now  began  very  sensibly  to  feel  the  miseries  of  de- 
pendence. Those  by  whom  he  was  to  be  supported  began 
to  prescribe  to  him  with  an  air  of  authority,  which  he  knew 
not  how  decently  to  resent,  nor  patiently  to  bear ;  and  he 
joon  discovered,  from  the  conduct  of  most  of  his  subscri- 
bers, that  he  was  yet  in  the  hands  of  "  little  creatures." 

Of  the  insolence  that  he  was  obliged  to  suffer,  he  gave 
many  instances,  of  which  none  appeared  to  raise  his  indig- 
nation to  a  greater  height  than  the  method  which  was  taken 
of  furnishing  him  with  clothes.  Instead  of  consulting  him, 
and  allowing  him  to  send  a  tailor  his  orders  for  what  they 
thought  proper  to  allow  him,  they  proposed  to  send  for  a 
tailor  to  take  his  measure,  and  then  to  consult  how  they 
should  equip  him. 

This  treatment  was  not  very  delicate,  nor  was  it  such  as 
Savage's  humanity  would  have  suggested  to  him  on  a  like 
occasion ;  but  it  had  scarcely  deserved  mention,  had  it  not, 
'  by  affecting  him  in  an  uncommon  degree,  shown  the  pecu- 
liarity of  his  character.  Upon  hearing  the  design  that  was 
formed,  he  came  to  the  lodging  of  a  friend, with  the  most 
tiolent  agonies  of  rage ;  and,  being  asked  what  it  could  be 
that  gave  him  such  disturbance,  he  replied,  with  the  utmost 
vehemence  of  indignation,  "  that  they  had  sent  for  a  tailor 
to  measure  him." 

How  the  affair  ended  was  never  inquired,  for  fear  of  re- 
newing his  uneasiness.  It  is  probable  that,  upon  recollec- 
tion, he  submitted  with  a  good  grace  to  what  he  could  not 
avoid,  and  that  he  discovered  no  resentment  where  he  had 
no  power. 

He  was,  however,  not  humbled  to  impUcit  and  universal 
compliance;  for  when  the  gentleman,  who  had  first  in- 
formed him  of  the  design  to  support  him  by  a  subscription, 
attempted  to  procure  a  reconciliation  with  the  lord  Tyrcon- 
nel,  he  could  by  no  means  be  prevailed  upon  to  comply 
with  the  measures  that  were  proposed. 

A  letter  was  written  for  him""  to  sir  William  Lemon>  to 
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prevail  upon  him  to  interpose  his  good  offi«es  with  lord 
Tyroonnel,  in  which  he  solicited  sir  William's  assbtance 
*'  for  a  man  who  really  needed  it  as  much  as  any  man  could 
well  do;"  and  informed  him,  that  he  was  retiring  "for  ever 
to  a  place  where  he  should  no  more  trouble  hb  relations, 
friends,  or  enemies ;"  he  confessed,  that  hb  passion  had 
betrayed  him  to  some  conduct,  with  reg^d  to  lord  Tyrcon- 
nel,  for  which  he  could  not  but  heartily  ask  hb  pardon ; 
and  as  he  imagined  lord  TyrconneUs  passion  might  be  yet 
so  high  that  he  would  not ''  receive  a  letter  from  him," 
begged  that  sir  William  would  endeavour  to  soften  him ; 
and  expressed  hb  hopes  that  he  would  comply  with  hb  re- 
quest, and  that  "  so  small  a  relation  would  not  harden  hb 
heart  against  him.*' 

That  any  man  should  presume  to  dictate  a  letter  to  him, 
was  not  very  agreeable  to  Mr.  Savage ;  and,  therefore,  he 
was,  before  he  had  opened  it,  not  much  inclined  to  approve 
it.  But  when  he  read  it,  he  found  it  contained  sentiments 
entirely  opposite  to  hb  own,  and,  as  he  asserted,  to  the 
truth,  and,  therefore,  instead  of  copying  it,  wrote  hb  friend 
a  letter  full  of  masculine  resentment  and  warm  expostula- 
tions. He  very  justly  observed,  that  thentyle  was  too  sup- 
plicatory, and  the  representation  too  abject,  and  that  he 
ought,  at  least,  to  have  made  him  complain  with  "  the  dig- 
nity of  a  gentleman  in  dbtress."  He  declared  that  he  would 
not  write  the  paragraph  in  which  he  was  to  ask  lord  Tyr- 
conneFs  pardon ;  for  **  he  despbed  hb  pardon,  and,  there- 
fore, could  not  heartily,  and  would  not  hypocritically,  ask 
it.*"  He  remarked,  tlmt  his  friend  made  a  very  unreason- 
able dbtinction  between  himself  and  him;  for,  says  he,  when 
you  mention  men  of  high  rank  **  in  your  own  character,'' 
they  are,  **  those  little  creatures  whom  we  are  pleased  to 
call  the  great ;"  but  when  you  address  them  '*  in  mine/' 
no  servility  b  suiBciently  humble.  He  then,  with  great 
propriety,  explained  the  ill  consequences  which  might  be 
expected  from  such  a  letter,  which  hb  relations  would  print 
in  their  own  defence,  and  which  would  for  ever  be  pro- 
duced as  a  full  answer  to  all  that  he  should  allege  against 
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them ;  for  he  always  inteadecl  to  pttblkh  a  miBute  aeconnt 
of  the  treatment  whieh  he  had  received.  It  is  to  be  re- 
membered, to  the  honour  of  the  gentleman  by  whom  this 
letter  was  drawn  up,  that  he  yielded  to  Mr*  Sarage^s  rea- 
sonsy  and  agreed  that  it  ooght  to  be  suppressed. 

After  many  alterations  and  delays,  a  subscription  was  at 
length  raised,  which  did  not  amount  to  fifty  pounds  a  year, 
though  twenty  were  paid  by  one  gentleman**;  such  was 
the  generosity  of  mankind,  that  what  had  been  done  by  a 
player  without  solicitation,  could  not  now  be  effected  by 
application  and  interest ;  and  Savage  had  a  great  number 
to  court  and  to  obey  for  a  pension  less  than  that  which 
Mrs.  Oldfield  paid  him  without  exacting  any  servilities. 

Mr.  Savage,  however,  was  satisfied,  and  willing  to  re- 
tire, and  was  convinced  that  the  allowance,  though  scanty, 
would  be  more  than  sufficient  for  him,  being  now  deter- 
mined to  commence  a  rig^d  economist,  and  to  hve  accord- 
ing to  the  exactest  rules  of  frugality ;  for  nothing  was,  in 
his  opinion,  more  contemptible,  than  a  man,  who,  when  he 
knew  his  income,  exceeded  it ;  and  yet  he  confessed  that 
instances  of  such  folly  were  too  common,  and  lamented  that 
some  men  were  not  to  be  trusted  with  their  own  money. 

Full  of  these  salutary  resolutions,  he  left  London  in  July, 
1799,  having  taken  leave,  with  great  tenderness,  of  his 
friends,  arid  parted  from  the  author  of  this  narrative  with 
tears  in  his  eyes.  He  was  furnished  with  fifteen  guineas, 
and  informed  that  they  would  be  suflScient,  not  only  for 
the  expense  of  his  journey,  but  for  his  support  in  Wales 
for  some  time ;  'and  that  there  remained  but  little  more  <^ 
the  first  collection.  He  promised  a  strict  adherence  to  his 
maxims  of  parsimony,  and  went  away  in  the  stagecoach ; 
nor  iid  his  friends  expect  to  hear  from  him  till  he  informed 
tfaenKof  his  arrival  at  Swansea. 

But,  when  they  least  expected,  arrived  a  letter  dated 
the  fourteenth  day  after  his  departure,  in  which  he  sent 
them  word,  that  he  was  yet  upon  the  road  and  without 
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money  *  and  that  he,  therefore,  could  not  proceed  without 
a  remittance.  They  then  sent  him  the  money  that  was  in 
their  hands,  with  which  he  was  enabled  to  reach  Bri8tol» 
firom  whence  he  was  to  go  to  Swansea  by  water. 

At  Bristol  he  foimd  an  embargo  laid  npon  the  shipping, 
so  that  he  could  not  immediately  obtain  a  passage ;  and 
being,  therefore,  obliged  to  stay  there  some  time,  he,  with 
his  usual  felicity,  ingratiated  himself  with  many  of  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  was  invited  to  their  houses,  distinguished 
at  their  publick  feasts,  and  treated  with  a  regard  that  gra- 
tified his  vanity,  and,  therefore,  easily  engaged  his  affection. 

He  began,  very  early  after  his  retirement,  to  complain  of 
the  conduct  of  his  friends  in  London,  and  irritated  many 
of  them  so  much  by  his  letters,  that  they  withdrew,  how- 
ever honourably,  their  contributions ;  and  it  b  believed; 
that  little  more  was  paid  him  than  the  twenty  pounds  a 
year,  which  were  allowed  him  by  the  gentleman  who  pro^ 
posed  the  subscription. 

After  some  stay  at  Bristol  he  retired  to  Swansea,  the 
place  originally  proposed  for  his  residence,  where  he  lived 
about  a  year,  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  diminution  of 
his  salary ;  but  contracted,  as  in  other  places,  acquaint- 
ance with  those  who  were  most  distinguished  in  that  coun- 
try, among  whom  he  has  celebrated  Mr.  Powell  and  Mrs. 
Jones,  by  some  verses  which  he  inserted  in  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine  P. 

Here  he  completed  his  tragedy,  of  which  two  acts  were 
wanting  when  he  left  London ;  and  was  desirous  of  coming 
to  town,  to  bring  it  upon  the  stage.  This  design  was  very 
warmly  opposed ;  and  he  was  advised,  by  his  chief  bene- 
factor, to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr;- 
Mallet,  that  it  might  be  fitted  for  the  stage,  and  to  allow 
his  friends  to  receive  the  profits,  out  of  which  an  annual 
pension  should  be  paid  him. 

This  proposal  he  rejected  with  the  utmost  contempt 
He  was  by  no  means  convinced  that  the  judgment  of  those, 
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to  whom  he  was  required  to  sabmit,  was  snperionr  to  his 
own.  He  was  now  determined,  as  he  expressed  it,  to  be 
'*  no  longer  kept  in  leading-strings/'  and  had  no  elevated 
idea  of  "  his  bounty,  who  proposed  to  pension  him  oat  of 
the  profits  of  his  own  labours." 

He  attempted  in  Wales  to  promote  a  subscription  for 
his  works,  and  had  once  hopes  of  success ;  but,  in  a  short 
time  afterwards,  formed  a  resolution  of  leaving  that  part  of 
the  country,  to  which  he  thought  it  not  reasonable  to  be 
confined,  for  the  gratification  of  those  who,  having  pro- 
mised him  a  liberal  income,  had  no  sooner  bamshed  him  to 
a  remote  comer,  than  they  reduced  his  allowance  to  a  sa- 
lary scarcely  eqiial  to  the  necessities  of  life. 

His  resentment  of  this  treatment,  which,  in  his  own  opi- 
nion, at  least,  he  had  not  deserved,  was  such,  that  he 
broke  off  all  correspondence  with  most  of  his  contributors, 
and  appeared  to  consider  them  as  persecutors  and  op- 
pressors ;  and,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  declared  that 
their  conduct  toward  him  since  his  departure  from  London 
"  had  been  perfidiousness  improving  on  perfidiousness,  and 
inhumanity  on  inhumanity." 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  the  necessities  of  Mr.  Sa- 
vage did  not  sometimes  incite  him  to  satirical  exaggera- 
tions of  the  behaviour  of  those  by  whom  he  thought  himself 
reduced  to  them.  But  it  must  be  g^^anted,  that  the  dimi- 
nution of  his  allowance  was  a  great  hardship,  and  that 
those  who  withdrew  their  subscriptions  from  a  man,  who, 
upon  the  faith  of  their  promise,  had  gone  into  a  kind  of 
banishment,  and  abandoned  all  those  by  whom  he  had  been 
before  relieved  in  his  distresses,  will  find  it  no  easy  task  it 
vindicate  their  conduct. 

It  may  be  alleged,  and  perhaps  justly,  that  he  was  petu- 
lant and  contemptuous ;  that  he  more  frequently  reproached 
his  subscribers  for  not  giving  him  more,  than  thanked 
them  for  what  he  received ;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered, 
that  his  conduct,  and  this,  is  the  worst  charge  that  can  be 
drawn  up  against  him,  did  them  no  real  injury,  and  that  itl 
therefore,  ought  rather  to  have  been  pitied  than  resented ; 
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at  Ifmst,  the  resentment  it  might  provoke  ought  to  have 
been  generous  and  manly ;  epithets  which  his  conduct  will 
hardly  deserre,  that  stanres  the  man  whom  be  has  per- 
suaded to  put  himself  into  his  power. 

It  might  have  been  reasonably  demanded  by  Savage, 
that  they  should,  before  they  had  taken  away  what  they 
promised,  have  rephced  him  in  his  former  state;  that  they 
should  have  taken  no  advantages  from  the  situation  to 
which  the  appearance  of  tfieir  kindness  had  reduced  him, 
and  that  he  should  have  been  recalled  to  London  before 
he  was  abandoned.  He  might  justly  represent,  that  he 
ought  to  have  been  considered  as  a  lion  in  tiie  toils,  and 
demand  to  be  released  before  the  dogs  should  be  loosed 
upon  him. 

He  endeavoured,  indeed,  to  release  himself,  and,  with 
an  intent  to  return  to  London,  went  to  Bristol,  where  a 
repetition  of  the  kindness  which  he  had  formerly  found  in- 
vited him  to  stay.  He  was  not  only  caressed  and  treated, 
but  had  a  collection  made  for  him  of  about  thirty  pounds, 
with  which  it  had  been  happy  if  he  had  immediately  de- 
parted for  London ;  but  hb  negligence  did  not  suffer  him 
to  consider,  that  such  proofs  of  kindness  were  not  often  to 
be  expected,  and  that  this  ardour  of  benevolence  was,  in  a 
great  degree,  the  effect  of  novelty,  and  might,  probably,  be 
every  day  less ;  and,  therefore,  he  took  no  care  to  improve 
the  happy  time,  but  was  encouraged  by  one  favour  to  hope 
for  another,  till,  at  length,  generosity  was  exhausted,  and 
officiousness  wearied. 

Another  part  of  his  misconduct  was  the  practice  of  pro- 
fongin^  his  visits  to  unseasonable  hours,  and  disconcerting 
all  the  families  into  which  he  was  admitted.  This  was  an 
errour  in  a  place  of  commerce,  which  all  the  charms  of  his 
conversation  could  not  compensate ;  for  what  trader  would 
purchase  such  airy  satisfaction  by  the  loss  of  solid  gain, 
which  must  be  the  consequence  of  midnight  merriment,  as 
those  hours  which  were  gained  at  night  were  generally 
lost  in  Uie  morning? 

Thus  Mr.  Savage,  after  the  curiosity  of  the  inhabitants 
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tms  gratified,  fouDd  the  namber  of  his  friends  daily  de- 
creasing, perhaps,  withont  suspecting  for  what  reason  their 
condoct  was  altered ;  for  lie  still  continued  to  harUss,  with 
bis  uoctumal  intrusions,  those  that  yet  countenanced  him, 
and  admitted  him  to  their  honses. 

But  he  did  not  spend  all  the  time  of  his  residence  at 
Bristol,  in  visits  or  at  taverns ;  for  he  sometimes  returned 
to  his  studies,  and  began  several  considerable  designs. 
When  be  felt  an  inclination  to  write,  be  always  retired 
from  the  knowledge  of  his  friends,  and  lay  hid  in  an  ob- 
scure part  of  the  suburbs,  till  he  found  himself  again  de- 
sirous of  company,  to  which  it  is  likely  that  intervals  of 
absence  made  him  more  welcome. 

He  was  always  full  of  his  design  of  returning  to  London, 
to  bring  his  tragedy  upon  the  stage.;  bni,  having  neglected 
to  depart  with  the  money  that  was  raised  for  him,  he  could 
not  afterwards  procure  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  his  journey ;  nor,  perhaps,  would  a  fresh  supply 
have  had  any  other  effect  than  by  putting  immediate  plea- 
sures in  his  power,  to  have  driven  the  thoughts  of  his  jour- 
ney out  of  his  mind. 

While  he  was  thus  spending  the  day  in  contriving  a 
scheme  for  the  morrow,  distress  stole  upon  him  by  imper- 
ceptible degrees.  His  conduct  had  already  wearied  some 
of  those,  who  were  at  first  enamoured  of  his  conversation ; 
but  he  might,  perhaps,  still  have  devolved  to  others,  whom 
he  might  have  entertained  with  equal  success,  had  not  the 
decay  of  his  clothes  made  it  no  longer  consistent  with  their 
vanity  to  admit  him  to  their  tables,  or  to  associate  with  him 
in  publick  places.  He  now  began  to  find  every  man  from 
home  at  whose  house  he  called;  and  was,  therefore,  no 
longer  able  to  procure  the  necessaries  of  life,  but  wandered 
about  the  town,  slighted  and  neglected,  in  quest  of  a  din- 
ner, which  he  did  not  always  obtain. 

To  complete  his  misery,  he  was  pursued  by  the  officers, 
for  small  debts  which  he  had  contracted ;  and  was,  there- 
fore, obliged  to  withdraw  from  the  small  number  of  friends 
from  whom  he  had  still  reason  to  hope  for  favours.     His 
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cQstoin  was  to  He  in  bed  the  g^atest  part  of  the  day,  and 
to  go  out  in  the  dark  with  the  utmost  priyacy,  and  after 
having  paid  his  visit,  return  again  before  morning  to  liis 
lodging,  which  was  in  the  garret  of  an  obscure  inn. 

Being  thus  excluded  on  one  hand,  and  confined  on  the 
other,  he  suffered  the  utmost  extremities  of  poverty,  and 
often  fasted  so  long,  that  he  was  seized  with  faintness,  and 
had  lost  his  appetite,  not  being  able  to  bear  the  smell  of 
meat,  till  the  action  of  his  stomach  was  restored  by  a  cordial. 

In  this  distress,  he  received  a  remittance  of  five  pounds 
from  London,  with  which  he  provided  himself  a  decent 
coat,  and  determined  to  go  to  London,  but  unhappily  spent 
his  money  at  a  favourite  tavern.  Thus  was  he  again  con- 
fined to  Bristol,  where  he  was  every  day  hunted  by  baiUfls. 
In  this  exigence  he  once  moie  found  a  friend,  who  shel- 
tered him  in  his  house,  though  at  the  usual  inconveniencies 
with  which  his  company  was  attended ;  for  he  could  neither 
be  persuaded  to  go  to  bed  in  the  night,  nor  to  rise  in  the 
day. 

It  is  observable,  that  in  these  various  scenes  of  misery, 
he  was  always  disengaged  and  cheerful :  he  at  some  times 
pursued  his  studies,  and  at  others  continued  or  enlarged 
his  epistolary  correspondence ;  nor  was  he  ever  so  far  de- 
jected as  to  endeavour  to  procure  an  increase  of  his  al- 
lowance by  any  other  methods  than  accusations  and  re- 
proaches. 

He  had  now  no  longer  any  hopes  of  assistance  from  his 
friends  at  Bristol,  who,  as  merchants,  and  by  consequence 
sufliciently  studious  of  profit,  cannot  be  supposed  to  have 
looked  with  much  compassion  upon  negligence  and  extra- 
vagance, or  to  think  any  excellence  equivalent  to  a  fault 
of  such  consequence,  as  neglect  of  economy.  It  is  natu- 
ral to  imagine,  that  many  of  those,  who  would  have  relieved 
his  real  wants,  were  discouraged  from  the  exertion  of  their 
benevolence,  by  observation  of  the  use  which  was  made  of 
their  favours,  and  conviction  that  relief  would  only  be 
momentary,  and  that  the  same  necessity  would  quickly 
return. 
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At  last  he  quitted  the  house  of  his  friend,  and  returned 
to  his  lodging  at  the  inn,  still  intending  to  set  out  in  a  few 
days  for  London ;  but  on  the  10th  of  January^  1742-9L 
haying  been  at  supper  with  two  of  his  friends,  he  was,  at 
his  return  to  his  lodgings,  arrested  for  a  debt  of  about  eight 
pounds,  which  he  owed  at  a  coffee-house,  and  conducted 
to  the  house  of  a  sheriff's  officer.  The  account  which  he 
gives  of  this  misfortune,  in  a  letter  to  one  -of  the  gentle- 
men, with  whom  he  had  supped,  is  too  remarkable  to  be 
omitted. 

**  It  was  not  a  little  unfortunate  for  me,  that  I  spent 
yesterday's  evening  with  you ;  because  the  hour  hindered 
me  from  entering  on  my  new  lodging ;  however,  I  have 
now  got  one,  but  such  an  one  as  I  believe  nobody  would 
choose. 

"  I  was  arrested  at  the  suit  of  Mrs.  Read,  just  as  I  was 
going  up  stairs  to  bed,  at  Mr.  Bowyer*s ;  but  taken  in  so 
private  a  manner,  that  I  believe  nobody  at  the  White  lion 
is  apprised  of  it;  though  I  let  the  officers  kni)w  the  strength, 
or  rather  weakness,  of  my  pocket,  yet  they  treated  me  with 
the  utmost  civility ;  and  even  when  they  conducted  me  to 
confinement,  it  was  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  verily  believe 
I  could  have  escaped,  which  I  would  rather  be  ruined  than 
have  done,  notwithstanding  the  whole  amount  of  my  fi- 
nances was  but  threepence  halfpenny. 

''  In  the  first  place,  I  must  insist,  that  you  will  indus- 
triously conceal  this  from  Mrs.  S ^s,  because  I  would 

not  have  her  good-nature  suffer  that  pain  which,  I  know, 
she  would  be  apt  to  feel  on  this  occasion. 

"  Next,  I  conjure  you,  dear  sir,  by  all  the  ties  of  friend- 
ship, by  no  means  to  have  one  uneasy  thought  on  my  ac- 
count; but  to  have  the  same  pleasantry  of  countenance, 
and  unruffled  serenity  of  mind,  which  (God  be  praised !)  I 
have  in  this,  and  have  had  in  a  much  severer  calamity. 
Furthermore,  I  charge  you,  if  you  value  my  friendship  as 
truly  as  I  do  yours,  not  to  utter,  or  even  harbour,  the  least 
resentment  against  Mrs.  Bead.  I  believe  she  has  ruined 
roe,  but  1  freely  forgive  her;  and  (though  I  will  never 
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more  have  an;  intimacy  with  her)  I  would,  at  a  due  dis- 
tance, rather  do  her  an  act  of  good,  than  ill  will.  Lastly, 
{pardon  the  expression,)  I  absolutely  command  you  not  to 
offer  me  any  pecuniary  assistance,  nor  to  attempt  gritting 
me  any  from  any  one  of  your  friends.  At  another  time,  or 
on  any  other  occasion,  you  may,  dear  friend,  be  well  as- 
sured, I  would  rather  write  to  you  in  the  submissive  style 
of  a  request,  than  that  of  a  peremptory  command. 

"  However,  that  my  truly  valuable  friend  may  not  think 
I  am  too  proud  to  ask  a  favour,  let  me  intreat  you  to  let 
me  have  your  boy  to  attend  me  for  this  day,  hot  only  for 
the  sake  of  saving  me  the  expense  of  porters,  but  for  the 
delivery  of  some  letters  to  people  whose  names  I  would 
not  have  known  to  strangers, 

''The  civil  treatment  I  have  thus  far  met  from  those 
whose  prisoner  I  am,  makes  me  thankful  to  the  Almighty, 
that,  though  he  has  thought  fit  to  visit  me  (on  my  birth- 
night)  with  affliction,  yet  (such  is  his  great  goodness !)  my 
affliction  is  not  without  alleviating  circumstances.  I  mur- 
mur not ;  but  am  all  resignation  to  the  divine  will.  As  to 
the  world,  I  hope  that  I  shall  foe  endued  by  heaven  with 
that  presence  of  mind,  that  serene  dignity  in  misfortune, 
that  constitutes  the  character  of  a  true  nobleman  ;  a  dignity 
fhr  beyond  that  of  coronets ;  a  nobility  arising  from  the 
just  principles  of  philosophy,  refined  and  exalted  by  those 
of  Christianity.'' 

He  continued  five  days  at  the  officer's,  in  hopes  that  he 
should  be  able  to  procure  bail  and  avoid  the  necessity  of 
going  to  prison.  The  state  in  which  he  passed  his  time, 
and  the  treatment  which  he  received,  are  very  justly  ex- 
pressed by  him  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  a  friend : 
**  The  whole  day,"  says  he,  "has  been  employed  in  vari- 
ous people's  filling  my  head  with  their  foolish  chimerical 
systems,  which  has  obliged  me  coolly  (as  far  as  nature 
win. admit)  to  digest,  and  accommodate  myself  to,  every 
diflbrent  person's  way  of  thinking ;  hurried  from  one  wild 
system  to  another,  till  it  has  quite  made  a  chaos  of  my 
imagination,  and  nothing  done — promised — disappointed 
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— ordered  to  seod,  ev^ry  hotHr,  from  one  part  of  the  town 
ta  the  other." 

When  hi3  friends,  who  had  Utherto  caressed  and  ap- 
plauded, found  that  to  give  hail  and  pay  the  debt  was  the 
same^  they  all  refused  to  preserve  him  from  a  prison  at  the 
expense  of  eight  pounds ;  and,  therefore,  after  having 
been  for  some  time  at  the  officer's  house,  "  at  an  immense 
expense,"  as  he  observes  in  his  letter,  he  was  at  length 
removed  to  Newgate. 

This  expense  he  was  enabled  to  support  by  the  ge- 
nerosity of  Mr.  Nash,  at  Bath,  who,  upon  receiving  from 
him  an  account  of  his  condition,  immediately  sent  him  five 
guineas,  and  promised  to  promote  his  subscription  at  94th 
with  all  his  interest. 

By  his  removal  to  Newgate,  he  obtained  at  least  a 
freedom  from  suspense*  and  rest  from  the  disturbing  vi- 
cissitudes of  hope  and  disappointment;  he  now  found 
that  his  friends  were  only  companions,/  who  were  willing 
to  share  his  gaiety,  but  not  to  partake  of  lus  misfortunes ; 
and,  therefore*  he  no  longer  e:(pected  any  assistance  from 
them. 

It  must,  however,  be  observed  of  one  genfleman^  that 
he  offered  to  release  him  by  paying  the  debt;  but  that 
Mr.  Savage  would  not  consent,  I  suppose,  because  be 
thought  he  had  before  been  too  burdensome  to  him. 

He  was  offered  by  some  of  his  friends  that  a  coHection 
should  be  made  for  his  enlargement;  but  he  "  treated  the 
proposal,"  and  declared  "^  "  he  should  again  treat  it,  with 
disdain.  As  to  writing  any  mendicant  letters,  he  had  too 
high  a  spirit,  and  determined  only  to  write  to  some  mi- 
nisters of  state,  to  try  to- regain  his  pension^" 

He  continued  to  complain '^  of  those  that  had  sent  him 
into  the  country,  and  objected  to  them,  that  he  had  '*  lost 
the  profits  of  his  play,  which  had  been  finished  three 
years:"  and  in  another  letter  declares  his  resolution  to 
publish  a  pamphlet,  that  the  world  might  know  how  '*  he 
had  been  used." 

<r  In  a  letter  after  his  confiDcment.     I^r.  J.  '  Letter,  Jan.  15., 
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This  pamphlet  was  never  written;  for  he,  in  a  very 
short  time,  recovered  his  usual  tranquillity,  and  cheeifully 
applied  himself  to  more  inoffensive  studies.  He»  indeed, 
steadily  declared,  that  he  was  promised  a  yearly  allowance 
of  fifty  pounds,  and  never  received  half  the  sum  ;  but  ho 
seemed  to  resign  himself  to  that  as  well  as  to  other  mis- 
fortanes,  and  lose  the  remembrance  of  it  in  his  amuse- 
ments and  employments. 

The  cheerfulness  with  which  he  bore  his  confinement 
appears  from  the  following  letter,  which  he  wrote,  January 
the  30th,  to  one  of  his  friends  in  London. 

**  I  now  write  to  you  from  my  confinement  in  Newgate, 
where  I  have  been  ever  since  Monday  last  was  se^nnight, 
and  where  I  enjoy  myself  with  much  more  tranquillity  than 
I  have  known  for  upwards  of  a  twelvemonth  past ;  having 
a  room  entirely  to  myself,  and  pursuing  the  amusement 
of  my  poetical  studies,  uninterrupted,  and  agreeable  to  my 
mind.  I  thank  the  Almighty,  I  am  now  all  collected  in 
myself;  and,  though  my  person  is  in  confinement,  my  mind 
can  expatiate  on  ample  and  useful  subjects  with  all  the 
freedom  imaginable.  I  am  now  more  conversant  with 
the  Nine  than  ever,  and  if,  instead  of  a  Newgate-bird,  I 
may  be  allowed  to  be  a  bird  of  the  muses,  I  assure  you, 
sir,  I  sing  very  freely  in  my  cage  ;  sometimes,  indeed,  in 
the  plaintive  notes  of  the  nightingale ;  but  at  others  in  the 
cheerful  strains  of  the  lark.*' 

In  another  letter  he  observes,  that  he  ranges  from  one 
subject  to  another,  without  confining  himself  to  any  par- 
ticular task ;  and  that  he  was  employed  one  week  upon  one 
attempt,  and  the  next  upon  another. 

Surely  the  fortitude  of  this  man  deserves,  at  least,  to  be 
mentioned  with  applause ;  and,  whatever  faults  may  be 
imputed  to  him,  the  virtue  of  suffering  well  cannot  be 
denied  him.  The  two  powers  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
Epictetus,  constituted  a  wise  man,  are  those  of  bearing  and 
forbearing ;  which  cannot  indeed  be  affirmed  to  have  been 
equally  possessed  by  Savage  ;  and,  indeed,  the  want  of 
one  obliged  him  very  frequently  to  practise  the  other. 
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He  was  treated  by  Ifr.  Dagge,  the  keeper  of  the  priBon, 
with  great  homanity ;  was  supported  by  him  at  his  own 
table,  withoat  any  certainty  of  recompense ;  had  a  room 
to  himself,  to  which  he  ooald  at  any  time  retire  from  all 
disturbance ;  was  allowed  to  stand  at  the  door  of  the 
prison,  and  sometimes  taken  out  into  the  fields  * ;  so  that 
he  suffered  fewer  hardships  in  prison  than  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  undergo  in  the  greatest  part  of  his  life. 

The  keeper  did  not  confine  his  benevolence  to  a  gentle 
execution  of  his  office,  but  made  some  overtures  to  the 
creditor  for  his  release,  though  without  effect;  and  con- 
tinued, during  the  whole  time  of  his  imprisonment,  to  treat 
him  with  the  utmost  tenderness  and  civility. 

Virtue  is  undoubtedly  most  laudable  in  that  state  which 
makes  it  most  difficult ;  and,  therefore,  the  humanity  of  a 
gaoler  certainly  deserves  this  publick  attestation;  and 
the  man,  whose  heart  has  not  been  hardened  by  such  an 
employment,  may  be  justly  proposed  as  a  pattern  of  be- 
nevolence. If  an  inscription  was  once  eng^ved,  *'  to  the 
honest  toll-gaUierer,"  less  honours  ought  not  to  be  paid 
**  to  the  tender  gaoler." 

Mr.  Savage  very  frequently  received  visits,  and  some- 
times presents,  from  his  acquaintances ;- but  they  did  not 
amount  to  a  subsistence,  for  the  greater  part  of  which  he 
was  indebted  to  the  generosity  of  this  keeper ;  but  these 
favours,  however  they  might  endear  to  him  the  particular 
persons  from  whom  he  received  them,  were  very  far  from 
impressing  upon  his  mind  any  advantageous  ideas  of  the 
people  of  Bristol,  and,  therefore,  he  thought  he  could  not 
more  properly  employ  himself  in  prison,  than  in  writing  a 
poem,  called  London  and  Bristol  delineated '. 

When  he  had  brought  this  poem  to  its  present  state, 
which,  without  considering  the  chasm,  is  not  perfect,  he 
Mrrote  to  London  an  account  of  his  design,  and  informed 
his  friend  ",  that  he  was  determined  to  print  it  with  his 

>  See  this  confirmed,  Gent.  Mag.  vol.  Itu.  1140.    N. 
<  The  author  preferred  this  title  to  that  of  London  and  Bnstol  compared  ; 
which,  when  he  began  the  piece,  he  intended  to  prefix  to  it.    Dr.  J. 
"  This  friend  was  Mr.  Cave,  the  printer.    N. 
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name ;  bat  enjoined  him  not  to  communicate  his  intention 
to  his  Bristol  acquaiotanoe^.  The  g^ntlenuuit  snqmsed.  at 
his  resoIutMn,  endeayowred  to  diamiade  him  from  puhlishr 
ing  it,  at  least  from  prefixing  his  name ;  and  declared,  that 
he  CQold  not  reconcile  the  injunction  of  secrecy  with  his 
resolution  to  own  it  at  its  first  appearance.  To  this  Mr. 
Sayage.  returned  an  answer  agreeaUe  to  his  character^  in 
the  following  terms ; 

'*  I  receiyed  yours  this  morning ;  and  not  without  a 
little  surprise  at  the  contents.  To  answer  a  question  with 
a  question,  you  ask  me  concerning  London  and  Bristol, 
Why  wUl  I  add  delmeated?  Why  did  Mr.  Wollaston  add 
the  same  word  to  his  Religion  of  Natnre?  I  suppose 
that  it  was  his  will  and  pleasure  to  add  it  in  his  case ;  and 
it  is  mine  to  do  so  in  my  own.  You  are  pleased  to  tell 
me,  that  you  understand  not  why  secrecy  k  enjoined,  and 
yet  I  intend  to  set  my  name  to  it.  My  answer  is — ^I  haye 
my  private  reasons,  which  I  am  not  obliged  to  explain  to 

any  one.    You  doubt  my  friend  Mr.  S ""  would  not 

aipprove  of  it — ^And  what  is  it  to  me  whether  he  does  oc 

not?    Do  you  imagine  that  Mr.  S is  to  dictate  to  me  ? 

If  any  man  who  calls  himself  my  friend  should  assume  such 
an  air,  I  would  spurn  at  his  friendship  with  contempt.  You 
say,  I  seem  to  think  so  by  not  letting  him  know  it. — ^Ajid 
suppose  I  do,- what  then  ?  Perhaps  I  can  give  reasons  for 
that  disapprobation,  yery  foreign  from  what  you  would 
imagine.  You  go  on  in  saying,  suppose  I  should  not  put  my 
name  to  it — My  answer  is,  that  I  will  not  suppose  any 
such  tiling,  being  determined  to  the  contrary :  neither,  sir, 
would  I  haye  you  suppose,  that  I  applied  to  you  for  want 
of  another  press:  nor  would  I  have  you  imagine, /that  I 
owe  Mr.  S obligations  which  I  do  not." 

Such  was  his  imprudence,  and  such  his  obstinate  adr 
herence  to  his  own  resolutions,  howeyer  absurd !  A  prt* 
soner!  supported  by  charity!  and*  whatever  insults  he 
might  have  received  during  the  latter  part  of  his  stay  in 
Bristol,  once  caressed,  esteemed,  and  presented  with  a 

«  Mr.  Stronjr,  of  the  p«st-office.    N. 
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Kberal  coUeotioD,  he  could  forg;et»  on  a  sadden,  his  danger 
and  his  obligations,  to  gratif;  the  petulance  of  his  wit,  or 
the  eagerness  of  his  resentment,  and  publish  a  satire*  by 
which  he  might  reasonably  expect  that  he  should  alienate 
those  who  then  supported  him,  aoA  provoke  those  whom 
he  could  neither  resist  nor  escape. 

This  resolution,  from  ^the  execution  of  which  it  is  pro- 
bable that  only  his  death  could  have  hindered  him,  is  suffi- 
cient to  show  how  much  he  disregarded  all  considerations 
that  opposed  his  present  passions,  and  how  readily  he  ha- 
zarded all  future  adyanlages  for  any  immediate  gratifica- 
tionsv  Whatever  was*  his  predominant  inclination,  neither 
hope  nor  fear  hindered  him  from  complying  with  it ;  nor 
had  opposition  uny  other  effect  than  to  heighten  lus  ardour, 
and  irritate  his  vehemence. 

This  perfinrmanoe  was,  however,  laid  aside,,  while  be  was 
employed  in  soliciting  assistance  .from  several  great  per- 
sons ;  and  one  interruption  succeeding  another  hindered 
him  from  supplying  the  chasm,  and,  perhaps,  from  re^ 
touching  the  other  parts,  which  he  can  hardly  be  ima- 
gii^d  to  have  finished  in  his  own  opinion :  for  it  is  very 
unequal,  aad  some  of  the  lines  are  rather  inserted  to 
rhyme  to  others,  than  to  support  or  improve  the  sense; 
but  the  first  and  last  parts  are  worked  up  with  gre^t  spirit 
and  elegance. 

His  time  was  spent  in  the  prison,  for  the  most  part, 
in  stu<|y,  or  in  receiving  visits;  but  sometimes  he  de- 
scended to  lower  amusements,  and  diverted  himself  in  the 
kitchen  with  the  conversation  of  the  criminals:  for  it  was^ 
not  pleasii^  to  him  to  be  much  without  company;  and, 
though  he  was  very  capable  of  a  judicious  choice,  he  was. 
often  contented  with  the  first  that  offered :  for  this  he 
was  sometimes  reproved  by  his  friends,  who  found  him 
sarrouoded  with  felons;  but  the  reproof  was  on  that,  as 
on  other  occasions,  thrown  away ;  he  continued  to  gratify 
himself,  and  to  set  very  little  value  on  the  opinion  of 
others. 

But  here,  as  in  every  other  scene  of  his  life,  he  made' 
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use  of  sach  opportanities  as  occurred  of  beoefiting  tboee 
wko  were  more  miserable  than  himself,  and  was  always 
ready  to  perform  any  office  of  humanity  to  his  fellow-pri* 
soners. 

He  bad  now  ceased  from  corresponding  with  any  of  bis 
subscribers  except  one,  who  yet  continued  to  remit  him 
the  twenty  pounds  a  year  which  he  had  promised  him,  and 
by  whom  it  was.  expected  that  he  would  have  been  in  a 
very  short  time  enlarged,  because  he  had  directed  the 
keeper  to  inquire  after  the  state  of  his  debts. 

However,  be  took  care  to  enter  his  name  according 
to  the  forms  of  the  court  y,.  that  the  creditor  might  be 
obliged  to  make  him  some  allowance,  if  he  was  continued 
a  prisoner,  and,  when  on  that  occasion  he  appeared  in  the 
ball,  was  treated  with  very  unusual  respect. 

But  the  resentment  of  the  city  was  afterwards  raised  by 
some  accounts  that  had  been  spread  of  the  satire  ;  and  he 
was  informed  that  some  of  the  merchants  intended  to  pay 
the  allowance  which  the  law  required,  and  to  detain  him  a 
prisoner  at  their  own  expense.  This  he  treated  as  an 
empty  menace;  and,  perhaps,  might  have  hastened  the 
publication,  only  to  show  how  much  he  was  superiour  to 
their  insults,  had  not  all  his  schemes  been  suddenly  de- 
stroyed. 

When  he  had  been  six  months  in  prison,  he  received 
from  one  of  hb  friends ',  in  whose  kindness  he  had  the 
greatest  confidence,  and  on  whose  assistance  he  chiefly 
depended,  a  letter,  that  contained  a  charge  of  very  atro- 
cious ingratitude,  drawn  up  in  such  terms  as  sudden  re- 
sentment dictated.  Henley,  in  one  of  his  advertisements, 
had  mentioned  '*  Pope's  treatment  of  Savage."  This  was 
supposed,  by  Pope,  to  be  the  consequence  of  a  complaint 
made  by  Savage  to  Henley,  and  was,  therefore,  mentioned 
by  him  with  much  resentment.  Mr.  Savage  returned  a 
very  solemn  protestation  of  bis  innocence,  but,  however, 

1  See  Gent.  Mag.  vol.  Ivii.  1040.     N. 

'  Mr.  Pope.    See  some  extracts  of  letters  from  that  gentleman  to  and  con- 
cerning Mr.  Savage,  in  Ruffhead's  life  of  Pope,  p.  502.     R. 
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appeared  much  disturbed  at  the  accusation*  jSome  days 
afterwards  he  was  seized  with  a  pain  in  his  back  and  side» 
which,  as  it  was  not  violent,  was  not  suspected  to  be  dan- 
gerous ;  but,  gprowing  daily  more  languid  and  dejected,  on 
the  26th  of  July  he  confined  himself  to  his  room,  and  a 
feyer  seized  his  spirits.  The  symptoms  grew  every  day 
more  formidable,  but  his  condition  did  not  enable  him  to 
procure  any  assistance.  The  last  time  that  the  keeper  saw 
him  was  on  July  the  31st,  1743;  when  Savage,  seeing  him 
at  his  bedside,  said,  with  an  uncommon  eai:nestnes8,  **  I 
have  something  to  say  to  you,  sir;"  but,  after  a  pause, 
moved  his  hand  in  a  melancholy  manner;  and,  finding 
himself  unable  to  recollect  what  he  was  going  to  commu- 
nicate, said,  "  'Tis  gone!"  The  keeper  soon  after  left 
him;  and  the  next  morning  he  died.  He  was  buried 
in  the  church-yard  of  St.  Peter,  at  the  expense  of  the 
keeper. 

Such  were  the  life  and  death  of  Richard  Savage,  a  man 
equally  distinguished  by  his  virtues  and  vices ;  and  at  once 
remarkable  for  his  weaknesses  and  abilities. 

He  was  of  a  middle  stature,  of  a  thin  habit  of  body,  a 
long  visage,  coarse  features,  and  melancholy  aspect ;  of  a 
grave  and  manly  deportment,  a  solemn  dignity  of  mien, 
but  which,  upon  a  nearer  acquaintance,  softened  into  an 
engaging  easiness  of  manners.  His  walk  was  slow,  and 
his  voice  tremulous  and  mournful.  He  was  easily  excited 
to  smiles,  but  very  seldom  provoked  to  laughter. 

His  mind  was  in  an  uncommon  degree  vigorous  and 
active.  His  judgment  was  accurate,  hb  apprehension 
quick,  and  his  memory  so  tenacious,  that  he  was  frequently 
oWerved  to  know  what  he  had  learned  frOm  others,  in  a 
short  time,  better  than  those  by  whom  he  was  informed ; 
and  could  frequently  recollect  incidents,  with  all  their  com- 
bination of  circumstances,  which  few  would  have  regarded 
at  the  present  time,  but  which  the  quickness  of  his  appre- 
hension impressed  upon  him.  He  had  the  peculiar  felicity, 
that  his  attention  never  deserted  him ;  he  was  present  to 
every  object,  and  regardful  of  the  most  trifling  occurrences. 
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He  had  the  art  of  escaping  from  hU  own  reflections,  and 
accommodating  himself  to  evety  new  scene* 

To  this  qnality  is  to  be  imputed  the  extent  of  his  kuow- 
ledge,  compared  with  the  small  time  which  he  spent  in 
visible  endeavours  to  acquire  it.  He  mingled  in  cursory 
conversation  with  the  same  steadiness  of  attention  as  others 
apply  to  a  lecture;  and,  amidst  the  appearance  of  thought* 
less  gaiety,  lost  no  new  idea  that  was  started,  nor  any  hint 
that  could  be  improved.  He  had,  therefore,  made  in  coffee- 
hotises  the  sa^ae  proficiency  as  others  in  their  closets :  and 
it  is  remarkable,  that  the  writings  of  a  man  of  little  educa- 
tion and  little  reading  have  an  air  of  learning  scarcely  to 
be  found  in  any  other  performances,  but  which,  perhaps, 
as  often  obscures  as  embellishes  them. 

His  judgment  was  emiuently  exact,  both  with  regard 
to  writings  and  to  men.  The  knowledge  of  life  was  indeed 
his  chief  attainment;  and  it  is  not  without  some  satisfac- 
tion that  I  can  produce  the  suffi^age  of  Savage  in  favour 
of  human  nature,  of  which  he  never  appeared  to  entertaiii 
such  odious  ideas  as  some,  who,  perhaps,  had  neither  bm 
judgment  nor  experience,  have  published,  either  in  osten- 
tation of  their  sagacity,  vindication  of  their  crimes,  or  grati- 
fication of  their  malice. 

His  method  of  life  particularly  qualified  him  for  conver- 
sattop,  of  which  he  knew  how  to  practise  all  the  graces^ 
He  was  never  vehement  or  loud^  but  at  once  modest  and 
easy,  opeu  and  respectful ;  his  language  wa3  vivacious  and 
elegant,  and  equally  happy  upon  grave  or  humorous  sub- 
jects. He  was  generally  censured  for  not  knowing  when 
to  retire ;  but  that  was  not  the  defect  of  his  judgment,  but 
of  his  fortune:  when  he  left  his  comf^any,  he  was  frequently 
to  spend  the  remaining  part  of  the  night  in  the  street,  or 
at  least  was  abandoned  to  gloomy  reflections,  which  it  is 
not  strange  that  he  delayed  as  long  as  he  could ;  and  some- 
times forgot  that  he  gave  others  pain  to  avoid  it  himself. 

It  cannot  be  said,  that  he  made  use  of  his  abilities  for 
the  direction  of  his  own  conduct :  an  irregular  and  dissi- 
pated manner  of  life  had  made  him  the  slave  of  every  pas- 
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&ioii  that  happen^  to  be  excited  hj  the  presence  of  its 
object,  and  that  slavery  to  his  passions  reciprocally  pro* 
diiced  a  Kfe  irregular  and  dissipated.  He  was  not  master 
of  his  own  motions,  nor  conld  promise  any  thing  for  the 
next  day. 

With  regard  to  his  economy,  nothing  can  be  added  to 
tbe  relation  of  his  life.  He  appeared  to  think  himself  bom 
to  be  supported  by  others,  and  dispensed  from  all  neces- 
sity of  providing  for  himself;  he  therefore  never  prosecuted 
any  scheme  of  advantage,  nor  endeavoared  even  to  secure 
the  profits  which  his  writings  might  have  afforded  him. 
His  temper  was,  in  consequence  of  the  dominion  of  his 
passions,  uncertain  and  eapricious ;  he  was  easily  engaged, 
and  easily  disgusted ;  but  he  is  accused  of  retaining  his 
hatred  more  tenaciously  than  his  benevolence. 

He  was  compassionate  both  by  nature  and  principle,  and 
always  ready  to  perform  offices  of  humanity ;  but  when  he 
-waf  provoked  (and  very  small  offences  were  sufficient  to 
provoke  him)  he  would  prosecute  his  revenge  with  the  ut- 
most acrimony  till  his  passion  had  subsided. 

His  friendship  was,  therefore,  of  little  value ;  for,  though 
he  was  zealous  in  the  support  or.vindication  of  those  whom 
be  loved,  yet  it  was  always  dangerous  to  trust  him,  because 
be  considered  himself  as  discharged,  by  the  first  quarrel, 
from  all^  ties  of  honoiur  or  gratitude ;  and  would  betray 
those  secrets  which,  in  the  warmth  of  confidence,  had  been 
imparted  to  him.  This  practice  drew  upon  him  an  ^niver- 
sbX  accusation  of  ingratitude :  nor  can  it  be  denied  that  he 
was  very  ready  to  set  himself  free  from  the  load  of  an  ob- 
ligation ;  for  he  could  not  bear  to  conceive  himself  in  a 
state  of  dependence,  his  pride  being  equally  powerful  with 
his  other  passions,  and  appearing  in  the  form  of  insolence  at 
one  time,  and  of  vanity  at  another.  Vanity,  the  most  in- 
nocent species  of  pride,  was  most  frequently  predominant: 
he  could  not  easily  leave  off,  when  he  had  once  begun  to 
mention  himself  or  his  works ;  nor  ever  read  his  verses 
without  stealing  his  eyes  from  the  page,  to  discover,  in  the 
faces  of  his  audience,  how  they  were  affected  with  any  fa- 
vourite passage. 
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A  kinder  name  than  that  of  vanity  ought  to  be  given  to 
the  delicacy  with  which  he  was  always  careful  to  separate 
his  own  merit  from  every  other  man's,  alid  to  reject  that 
praise  to  which  he  had  no  claim.  He  did  not  furget,  in 
mentioning  his  performances,  to  mark  every  line  that  had 
been  suggested  or  amended ;  and  was  so  accurate,  as  to 
relate  that  he  owed  three  words  in  the  Wanderer  to  the 
advice  of  his  friends. 

His  veracity  was  questioned,  but  with  little  reason ;  his 
accounts,  though  not  indeed  always  the  same,  were  gene- 
rally consistent.  When  he  loved  any  man,  he  suppressed 
all  his  faults;  and,  when  he  had  been  offended  by  him, 
concealed  all  his  virtues;  but  his  characters  were  gene- 
rally true,  so  far  as  he  proceeded;  though  it  cannot  be 
denied,  that  his  partiality  might  have  sometimes  the  effect 
of  falsehood. 

In  cases  indifferent,  he  was  zealous  for  virtue,  truth, 
and  justice ;  he  knew  very  well  the  necessity  of  goodness 
to  the  present  and  future  happiness  of  mankind ;  nor  is 
there,  perhaps,  any  writer,  who  has  less  endeavoured  to 
please  by  flattering  the  appetites,  or  perverting  the  judge- 
ment. 

As  an  author,  therefore,  and  he  now  ceases  to  influence 
mankind  in  any  other  character,  if  one  piece  which  he  had 
resolved  to  suppress  be  excepted,  he  has  very  litde  to  fear 
from  the  strictest  moral  or  religious  censure.  And  though 
he  may  not  be  altogether  secure  against  the  objections  of 
the  critiok,  it  must,  however,  be  acknowledged,  that  his 
works  are  the  productions  of  a  genius  truly  poetical ;  and, 
what  many  writers  who  have  been  more  lavishly  applauded 
cannot  boast,  that  they  have  an  original  air,  which  has  no 
resemblance  of  any  foregoing  writer,  that  the  versification 
and  sentiments  have  a  cast  peculiar  to  themselves,  which 
no  man  can  imitate  with  success,  because  what  was  nature 
in  Savage  would  in  another  be  affectation.  It  must  be 
confessed  that  his  descHptions  are  striking,  his  images  ani- 
mated, his  fictions  justly  imagined,  and  his  allegories  art- 
fully pursued;  that  his  diction  is  elevated,  though  some- 
times forced,  and  his  numbers  sonorous  and  majestick. 
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though  frequently  slag^sh  and  encumbered.  Of  his  style, 
the  general  fault  is  harshness,  and  its  general  excellence 
is  dignity :  of  his  sentiments,'  the  prevailing  beauty  is  sim- 
plicity, and  uniformity  the  prevailing  defect. 

For  his  life,  or  for  his  writings,  none,  who  candidly  con- 
sider his  fortune,  will  think  an  apology  either  necessary  or 
difficult.  If  he  was  not  always  sofficiently  instructed  in 
his  subject,  his  knowledge  was,  at  least,  gpreater  than  could 
have  been  attained  by  others  in  the  same  state.  If  hb 
works  were  sometimes  unfinished,  accuracy  cannot  reason- 
ably be  expected  from  a  man  oppressed  with  want,  which 
he  has  no  hope  of  relieving  but  by  a  speedy  publication. 
The  insolence  and  resentment  of  which  he  is  accused  were 
not  easily  to  be  avoided  by  a  great  mind,  irritated  by  per- 
petual hardships,  and  constrained  hourly  to  return  the 
spurns  of  contempt,  and  repress  the  insolence  of  prosperity ; 
and  vanity  may  surely  be  readily  pardoned  in  him,  to  whom 
life  afibrded  no  other  comforts  than  barren  praises,  and  the 
consciousness  of  deserving  them. 

Those  are  no  proper  judges  of  his  conduct,  who  have 
•slumbered  away  their  time  on  the  down  of  plenty ;  nor 
will  any  wbe  man  presume  to  say,  **  Had  I  been  in  Sa- 
vage's condition,  I  should  have  lived  or  written  better 
than  Savage." 

This  relation  will  not  be  wholly  without  its  use,  if  those, 
who  languish  under  any  part  of  his  sufferings,  shall  be  en- 
abled to  fortify  their  patience,  by  reflecting  that  they  feel 
only  those  afflictions  from  which  the  abilities  of  Savage  did 
not  exempt  him ;  or  if  those,  who,  in  confidence  of  supe- 
riour  capacities  or  attainments,  disregard  the  cx)mmon  max- 
ims of  life,,  shall  be  reminded,  that  nothing  will  supply  the 
wantof  pradence,  and  that  negligence  and  irregularity,  long 
continued,  will  make  knowledge  useless,  wit  ridiculous, 
and  genius  contemptible. 
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An  account  of  Dr.  Swift  has  been  already  collected,  with 
great  diligence  and  acnteness,  by  Dr.  Hawkeswortli,  ac- 
cording to  a  scheme  which  I  laid  before  him  in  the  intimacy 
of  our  friendship.  I  cannot,  therefore,  be  expected  to  say 
much  of  a  life,  concerning  which  I  had  long  since  com- 
municated my  thoughts  to  a  man  capable  of  dignifying  Jiis 
narrations  with  so  much  elegance  of  language  and  force  of 
sentiment. 

Jonathan  Swift  was,  according  to  an  account  said  to  he 
written  by  himself^,  the  son  of  Jonathan  Swift,  an  attorney, 
and  was  bom  at  Dublin,  on  St.  Andrew's  day,  1667 :  ac- 
cording to  his  own  report,  as  delivered  by  Pope  to  Spencer, 
he  was  born  at  Leicester,  the  son  of  a  clergyman,  who  was 
minister  of  a  parish  in  Herefordshire^.  During  his  life  the 
place  of  his  birth  was  undetermined*  He  was  contented 
to  be  called  an  Irishman  by  the  Irish ;  but  would  occasion- 
ally call  himself  an  Englishman.  (The  question  may,  with- 
out much  regret,  be  left  in  the  obscurity  in  which  he  de- 
lighted to  involve  it. ) 

Whatever  was  his  birth,  his  education  was  Irish.  He 
was  sent,  at  the  age  of  six,  to  the  school  at  Kilkenny,  and 
ib  his  fifteenth  year,  1683,  was  admitted  into  the  nssTersity 
of  Dublin. 

In  his  academical  stvdies  he  was  either  not  diligent  pr 
not  happy.  It  must  disappoint  every  reader's  expectation, 
that,  when  at  the  usual  time  he  claimed  the  bachelorship 
of  arts,  he  was  found  by  the  examiners  too  conspicuously 
deficient  for  regular  admission,  and  obtained  his  degree,  at 
last,  by  special  favour ;  a  term  used  in  that  university  to 
denote  want  of  merit.  « 

*■  Mr.  SheridaDrin  his  life  of  Swift,  observes,  that  this  account  was  really    • 
written  by  the  dean,  and  now  exists  in  his  own  handwriting  in  the  library  of 
Dublin  college.     R. 

*»  Spence's  Anecdotes,  vol.  ii.  p.  273. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SWIFT.  193 

or  this  disgrace  it  may  easily  be  supposed  that  he  was 
much  ashamed,  and  shame  had  its  proper  effect  in  pro- 
duciogjreformatioii.  He  resolved,  from  that  time,  to  study 
eight  hours  a  day,  and  continued  his  industry  for  seven 
years,  with  what  improvement  is  sufficiently  known.  This 
part  of  his  story  well  deserves  to  be  remembered ;  it  may  1 
afford  useful  admonition  and  powerful  encouragement  to 
men  whose  abilities  have  been  made  for  a  time  useless  by 
their  passions  or  pleasures,  and  who,  having  lost  one  part 
of  life  in  idleness,  are  tempted  to  throw  away  the  remain- 
der in  despair* 

In  this  course  of  daily  application  he  continued  three 
years  longer  at  Dublin ;  and  in  this  time,  if  the  observation 
and  memory  of  an  old  companion  may  be  trusted,  he  drew 
the  first  sketch  of  his  Tale  of  a  Tub. 

When  he  was  about  one-and-twenty,  1688,  being,  by  the 
death  of  Godwin  Swift,  his  uncle,  who  had  supported  him, 
left  without  subsistence,  he  went  to  consult  his  mother, 
who  then  lived  at  Leicester,  about  the  future  course  of  his 
life ;  and  by  her  direction  solicited  the  advice  and  patron- 
age of  sir  William  Temple,  who  bad  married  one  of  Mrs. 
Swift's  relations,  and  whose  father,  sir  John  Temple, 
master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland,  had  lived  in  great  fami- 
liarity of  friendship  with  Grodwin  Swift,  by  whom  Jonathati 
had  been  to  that  time  maintained. 

Temple  received  with  sufficient  kindness  the  nephew  of 
his  father's  friend,  with  whom  he  was,  when  they  con- 
versed together,  so  much  pleased,  that  he  detained  him 
two  years  in 'his  house.  Here  he  became  known  to  king 
William,  who  sometimes  visited  Temple  when  he  was  dis- 
abled by  the  gout,  and,  being  attended  by  Swift  in  the 
garden,  showed  him  how  to  cut  asparagus  in  the  Dutch 
way. 

King  William's  notions  were  all  military ;  and  he  ex- 
pressed his  kindness  to  Swift  by  offering  to  make  him  a 
captain  of  horse. 

When  Temple  removed  to  Moor-park,  he  took  Swift 
with  him ;  and  when  he  was  consulted  by  the  earl  of  Port- 
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land  about  the  expedience  of  complying  with  a  bill  then 
depending  for  making  parliaments  triennial,  against  which 
king  William  was  strongly  prejudiced,  after  having  in  vain 
tried  to  show  the  earl  that  the  proposal  involved  nothing 
dangerous  to  royal  power,  he  sent  Swift  for  the  same  pur- 
pose to  the  king.  Swift,  who  probably  was  proud  of  his 
employment,  and  went  with  all  the  confidence  of  a  young 
man,  found  his  arguments,  and  his  art  of  displaying  them, 
made  totally  inefiectual  by  the  predetermination  of  the 
king ;  and  used  to  mention  this  disappointment  as  his  first 
antidote  against  vanity. 

Before  he  left  Ireland  he  contracted  a  disorder,  as  he 
thought,  by  eating  too  much  fruit.  The  original  of  dis- 
f  eases  is  commonly  obscure.  Almost  every  boy  eats  as 
much  fruit  as  he  can  get,  without  any  great  inconvenience.  ^ 
The  disease  of  Swift  was  giddiness  with  deafness,  which 
attacked  him  from  time  to  time,  began  very  early,  pursued 
him  through  life,  and,  at  last,  sent  him  to  the  grave,  de- 
prived of  reasoRp 

Being  much  oppressed  at  Moor-park  by  thb  grievous 
malady,  he  was  advised  to  try  his  native  air,  and  went  to 
Ireland ;  but,  finding  no  benefit,  returned  to  sir  William, 
at  whose  house  he  continued  his  studies,  and  is  knowu  tp 
have  read,  among  other  books,  Cyprian  and  IrensBUS.  He 
thought  exercise  of  great  necessity,  and  used  to  run  half  a 
mile  up  and  down  a  hill  every  two  hours. 

It  is  easy  to  imagine  that  the  mode  in  which  his  first  de- 
gree was  conferred,  left  him  no  great  fondness  for  the  uni- 
versity of  Dublin,  and,  therefore,  he  resolved  to  become  a 
master  of  arts  at  Oxford.  In  the  testimonial  which  h^ 
produced,  the  words  of  disgrace  were  omitted*";  and  he 
took  his  master's  degree  July  5, 1692,  with  such  reception 
and  regard  as  fully  contented  him. 

While  he  lived  with  Temple,  he  used  to  pay  his  mother, 

«  The  words  speciali  gratia^  or  per  specialem  gratiam,  were  used  in  the  record 
of  his  degree  in  the  college  of  Dublin ;  but  wer^  never  entered  in  any  testimo- 
ftium,  which  merely  states  the  fact  of  a  degree  having  been  taken,  and,  there- 
fore, the  account  that  they  were  omitted  as  a  favour  to  Swift  is  incorrect. 
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at  Leicester,  a  yearly  visit.  He  travelled  on  foot,  unless 
some  violence  of  weather  drove  him  into  a  wagon ;  and 
at  night  he  would  go  to  a  penny  lodging,  where  he  pur- 
chased clean  sheets  for  sixpence.  This  practice  lord  Or- 
rery imputes  to  his  innate  love  of  grossness  and  vulgarity: 
some  may  ascribe  it  to  his  desire  of  surveying  human  life 
through  all  its  varieties ;  and  others,  perhaps,  with  equal 
probability,  to  a  passion  which  seems  to  have  been  deeply 
fixed  in  his  heart,  the  love  of  a  shilling. 

In  time  he  began  to  think  that  his  attendance  at  Moor- 
park  deserved  some  other  recompense  than  the  pleasure, 
however  mingled  with  improvement,  of  Temple's  conversa- 
tion ;  and  grew  so  impatient,  that,  1694,  he  went  away  in 
discontent. 

Temple,  conscious  of  having  given  reason  for  complaint, 
is  said  to  have  made  him  deputy-master  of  the  rolls,  in 
Ireland;  which,  according  to  his  kinsman's  account,  was 
an  office  which  he  knew  him  not  able  to  discharge.  Swift, 
therefore,  resolved  to  enter  into  the  church,  in  which  he 
had  at  first  no  higher  hopes  than  of  the  chaplainship  to  the 
factory,  at  Lisbon ;  but  being  recommended  to  lord  Capel, 
he  obtained  the  prebend  of  Kihroot,  in  Connor,  of  about  a 
hundred  pounds  a  year. 

But  the  infirmities  of  Temple  made  a  companion  like 
Swift  so  necessary,  that  he  invited  him  back,  with  a  pro- 
mise to  procure  him  English  preferment  in  exchange  for 
the  prebend,  which  he  desired  him  to  resign**.  With  this 
request  Swift  complied,  having,  perhaps,  equally  repented 
their  separation,  and  they  lived  on  together  with  mutual 
satisfaction;  and,  in  the  four  years  that  passed  between 
his  return  and  Temple's  death,  it  is  probable  that  he  wrote 
the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  and  the  BaUle  of  the  Books. 

Swift  began  early  to  think,  or  to  hope,  that  he  was  a 
poet,  and  wrote  Pindarick  odes  to  Temple,  to  the  king, 
and  to  the  Athenian  society,  a  knot  of  obscure  men  *,  who 

<*  The  affecting  and  amiable  circumstances  attending  this  resignation  are  not 
m  ntioned  by  Johnson,  but  may  be  seen  in  Sheridan's  life  of  Swift,  p.  21 »  22. 
'  The  publisher  of  this  collection  was  John  Dunton.    R. 
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published  a  periodical  pamphlet  of  answers  to  questions, 
sent,  or  supposed  to  be  sent,  by  letters.  I  have  been  told 
that  Dryden,  hating  perused  these  verses,  said,  "  Cousin 
Swift,  you  will  never  be  a  poet;"  and  that  this  denuncia- 
tion was  the  motive  of  Swift's  perpetual  malevolence  to 
Dryden. 

In  1609  Temple  died,  and  left  a  legacy  with  his  manu- 
scripts to  Swift,  for  whom  he  had  obtained,  from  king 
William,  a  promise  of  the  first  prebend  that  should  be  va- 
cant at  Westminster  pr  Canterbury. 

That  this  promise  might  not  be  forgotten.  Swift  dedi- 
cated to  the  king  the  posthumous  works  with  which  he  was 
intrusted ;  but  neither  the  dedication,  nor  tenderness  for 
the  man  whom  he  once  had  treated  with  confidence  and 
fondness,  revived  in  king  William  the  remembrance  of 
his  promise.  Swift  awhile  attended  the  court ;  but  soon 
found  his  solicitations  hopeless. 

He  was  then  invited  by  the  earl  of  Bet'keley  to  accom- 
pany him  into  Ireland,  as  his  private  secretary ;  but,  after 
having  done  the  business  till  their  arrival  at  Dublin,  he 
then  found  that  one  Bush  had  persuaded  the  ^rl  that  a 
clergyman  was  not  a  proper  secretary,  and  had  obtained 
the  oflSce  for  himself.  In  a  man  like  Swift,  such  circum- 
vention and  inconstancy  must  have  excited  violent  indig- 
nation. 

But  he  had  yet  more  to  6ufier.  Lord  Berkeley  had  the 
disposal  of  the  deanery  of  Derry>  and'  Swift  expected  to 
obtain  it;  but  by  the  secretary's  influence,  supposed  to 
have  been  secured  by  a  bribe,  it  was  bestowed  on  some- 
body else  ;  and  Swift  was  dismissed  with  the  livings  of  La- 
racor  and  Rathbegg^n,  in  the  diocese  of  Meath,  which  to- 
gether did  not  equal  half  the  value  of  the  deanery. 

At  Laracor  he  increased  the  parochial  duty  by  reading 
prayers  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  and  performed  all 
'  the  offices  of  his  profession  with  great  decency  and  exact- 
ness. 

Soon  after  his  settlement  at  Laracor,  he  invited  to  Ire- 
land the  unfortunate  Stella ;  a  young  woman,  whose  name 
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was  Johnsoo,  the  daughter  of  the  steward  of  sir  William 
Temple^  who,  in  consideration  of  her  father*s  virtaes,  left ) 
her  a  thousand  pounds  ^  With  her  came  Mrs.  Dingley, 
whose  whole  fortune  was  twenty-seyen  pounds  a  year  for 
her  life.  With  these  ladies  he  passed  his  hours  of  relaxa- 
tion, and  to  them  he  opened  Ids  bosom ;  but  they  never 
resided  in  the  same  house,  nor  did  he  see  either  without  a 
witness.  They  lived  at  the  parsonage  when  Swift  was 
away ;  and,  when  he  returned,  removed  to  a  lodging,  or 
to  the  house  of  a  neighbouring  clergyman. 
I.  Swifl  was  not  one  of  those  minds  which  amaze  the 
world  with  early  pregnancy :  ;lus  first  work,  except  his  few 
poetical  essays,  was  the  Dissensions  in  Athens  and  Rome, 
published,  1701,  in  his  thirty-fourth  year.  After  its  ap- 
pearance, paying  a  visit  to  some  bishop,  he  heard  mention 
nuule  of  the  new  pamphlet  that  Burnet  had  written,  re- 
plete with  political  knowledge.  When  he  seemed  to  doubt 
Bumefs  right  to  the  work,  be  was  told,  by  the  bishop, 
that  he  was  *'  a  young  man  ;"*  and,  still  persisting  to  doubt, 
that  he  was  '*  a  very  positive  young  man.** 

Three  years  afterwards,  1704,  was  published  the  Tale 
of  a  Tub :  of  this  book  charity  may  be  persuaded  to  think, 
that  it  might  be  written  by  a  man  of  a  peculiar  character, 
without  ill  intention  ;  but  it  is  certainly  of  dangerous  ex-  ^/^ 
ample.  That  Swift  was  its  author,  though  it  be  universally 
believed,  was  never  owned  by  himself,  nor  very  well 
proved  by  any  evidence;  but  no  other  claimant  can  be 
produced,  and  he  did  not  deny  it  when  archbishop  Sharpe 
and  the  dutchess  of  Somerset,  by  showing  it  to  the  queen, 
debarred  him  from  a  bishoprick. 

When  this  wild  work  first  raised  the  attention  of  the 
publick,  Sacheverell,  meeting  Smalridge,  tried  to  flatter 
him,  by  seeming  to  think  him  the  author ;  but  Smalridge 

f  How  does  it  appear  that  Stella**  father  was  steward  to  sir  William  Tem-  [ 
pie  1   In  his  will  he  does  oot  say  one  word  of  her  (lather's  services,  and  did  not 
leave  Esther  Johnson  a  thousand  pounds,  but  a  lease.    His  bequest  runs  thus : 
"  I  leave  the  lease  of  some  lands  I  have  in  Morris-town,  in  the  county  of  Wick- 
low,  in  Ireland,  to  Esther  Johnson,  $ervant  to  my  sister  Gifford.**    M. 
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answered,  with  indignation :  **  Not  all  that  yon  and  I  have 
in  the  world,  nor  all  that  ever  we  shall  have,  should  hire 
me  to  write  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,'' 

The  digressions  relating  to  Wotton  and  Bentley  must 
be  confessed  to  discover  want  of  knowledge,  or  want  of 
integrity ;  he  did  not  understand  the  two  controversies,  or 
he  willingly  misrepresented  them.  (But  wit  can  stand  its 
ground  against  truth  only  a  little  while.)  The  honours  due 
to  learning  have  been  justly  distributed  by  the  decision  of 
posterity. 

The  Battle  of  the  Books  is  so  like  the  Combat  des 
Livres,  which  the  same  question  concerning  the  ancients 
and  modems  had  produced  in  France,  that  the  improba- 
bility of  such  a  coincidence  of  thoughts,  without  communi- 
cation, is  not,  in  my  opinion,  balanced  by  the  anonymous 
protestation  prefixed,  in  which  all  knowledge  of  the  French 
book  is  peremptorily  dbowned  K 

For  some  time  after  Swift  was  probably  employed  in 
solitary  study,  gaining  the  qualifications  requisite,  for  fu- 
ture eminence.  How  often  he  visited  England,  and  with 
what  diligence  he  attended  his  parishes,  I  know  not.  It 
was  not  till  about  four  years  afterwards  that  he  became  a 
professed  author ;  and  then,  one  year,  1708,  produced  the 
Sentiments  of  a  Church  of  England  Man ;  the  ^dicule  of 
astrology,  under  the  name  of  Bickerstafi*;  the  Argument 
against  abolishing  Christianity,  and  the  Defence  of  the 
Sacramental  Test. 

The  Sentiments  of  a  Church  of  England  Man  is  written 
with  great  coolness,  moderation,  ease,  and  perspicuity. 
The  Argument  against  abolishing  Christianity  is  a  very 
happy  and  judicious  irony.  One  passage  in  it  deserves  to 
be  selected. 

*'  If  chnstianity  were  once  abolished,  how  could  the 
freethinkers,  the  strong  reasoners,  and  the  men  of  pro- 
found learning,  be  able  to  find  another  subject  so  calcu- 


»  See  Sheridan's  Life,  eUit.  1784,  p.  525;  where  are  soma  remarks  on  this 
passage.     R. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SWIFT,  199 

latedy  in  ail  points,  whereoD  to  display  their  abilities? 
What  wonderful  productions  of  wit  should  we  be  deprived 
of  from  those,  whose  genius,  by  continual  practice,  hath 
been  wholly  turned  upon  raillery  and  invectives  against 
religion,  a'nd  would,  therefore,  never  be  able  to  shine,  or 
distinguish  themselves,  upon  any  other  subject !  We  are 
daily  complaining  of  the  great  decline  of  wit  among  us, 
and  would  take  away  the  greatest,  perhaps  the  only,  topick 
we  have  left.  Who  would  ever  have  suspected  Asgill  for 
a  wit,  or  Toland  for  a  philosopher,  if  the  inexhaustible 
stock  of  Christianity  had  not  been  at  hand  to  provide  them 
with  materials?  What  other  subject,  through  all  art  or 
nature,  could  have  produced  Tindal  for  a  profound  au- 
thor, or  furnished  him  with  readers  ?  It  is  the  wise  choice 
of  the  subject  that  alone  adorns  and  distinguishes  the 
writer.  For,  had  an  hundred  such  pens  as  these  been 
employed  on  the  side  of  religion,  they  would  have  imme- 
diately sunk  into  silence  and  oblivion.*' 

The  reasonableness  of  a  test  is  not  hard  to  be  proved ; 
but,  perhaps,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the  proper  test  has 
not  been  chosen. 

The  attention  paid  to  the  papers  published  under  the 
name  of  Bickerstaff,  induced  Steele,  when  he  projected 
the  Tatler,  to  assume  an  appellation  which  had  dready 
gained  possession  of  the  reader's  notice. 

In  the  year  following  he  wrote  a  Project  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Religion,  addressed  to  lady  Berkeley ;  by 
whose  kindness  it  is  not  unlikely  that  he  was  advanced  to 
his  benefices.  To  this  project,  which  is  formed  with  great 
purity  of  intention,  and  displayed  with  sprightliness  and 
elegance,  it  can  only  be  objected,  that,  like  many  pro- 
jects, it  is,  if  not  generally  impracticable,  yet  evidently 
hopeless,  as  it  supposes  more  zeal,  concord,  and  persever- 
ance, than  a  view  of  mq^kind  gives  reason  for  expecting. 

He  wrote,  likewise,  this  year,  a  Vindication  of  Bicker- 
staff;  and  an  explanation  of  an  ancient  Prophecy ;  part 
written  after  the  facts,  and  the  rest  never  completed,  but 
well  planned  to  excite  amazement. 
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Soon  after  began  the  busy  and  important  part  of  Swift's 
life.  He  was  employed,  I710»  by  the  primate  of  Ireland, 
to  solicit  tfte  queen  for  a  remission  of  the  first  fruits  and 
twentieth  parts  to  the  Trish  clergy.  With  this  purpose  he 
had  recourse  to  Mr.  Harley,  to  whom  he  was  mentioned 
as  a  man  neglected  and  oppressed  by  the  last  ministry,  be- 
cause he  had  refused  to  cooperate  with  some  of  their 
schemes.  What  he  had  refused  has  never  been  told; 
what  he  had  suflered  was,  I  suppose,  the  exclusion  from  a 
bishoprick  by  the  remonstrances  of  Sharpe,  whom  he  de- 
scribes as  ^*  the  harmless  tool  of  others'  hate/^  and  whom  - 
he  represents  as  afterwards  **  suing  for  pardon  '^.*. 

Hu4ey's  designs  and  situation  were  such  as  made  him 
glad  of  an  auxiliary  so  well  qualified  for  his  service ;  he, 
therefore,  soon  admitted  him  to  familiarity,  whether  ever 
to  confidence,  some  have  made  a  doubt ;  but  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  excite  his  zeal,  without  persuading  him 
that  he  was  trusted,  and  not  very  easy  to  delude  him  by 
false  persuasions. 

He  w€is  certainly  admitted  to  those  meetings  in  which 
the  first  hints  and  original  plan  of  action  are  supposed^te 
have  been  formed ;  and  was  one  of  the  sixteen  ministers, 
or  agents  of  the  ministry,  who  met  weekly  at  each  other*s 
houses,  and  were  united  by  the  name  of  brother. 

Being  not  immediately  considered  as  an  obdurate  tory, 
he  conversed  indiscriminately  with  all  the  wits,  and  was 
yet  the  friend  of  Steele;  who,  in  the  Tatler,  which  be- 
gsn  in  April,  1709,  confesses  the  advantages  of  his  conver- 
sation, and  mentions  something  contributed  by  him  to  his 
paper.  But  he  was  now  immerg^ng  into  political  contro- 
versy; for  the  year  1710  produced  the  Examiner,  of 
which  Swift  wrote  thirty^three  papers.  In  argument  he 
may  be  allowed  to  have  the  advantage ;  for  where  a  wide 
system  of  conduct,  and  the  whol«  of  a  pnblick  character, 

^  The  whole  stoi^  of  this  bishc^rick  is  a  very  blind  one.  That  it  was  ever 
intended  for  Swifl,  or  that  Sharpe  and  the  dutchess  of  Somerset  ever  dissuaded 
queen  Anne  from  promoting  him,  is  not  ascertained  by  any  satufactory  evi- 
dence.   M. 
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is  laid  open  to  inquiry,  the  accuser  having  the  choice  of 
facts,  mast  be  very  unskilfal  if  he  does  not  prevail ;  but, 
with  regard  to  wit,  I  am  afraid  none  of  Swift's  papers 
will  be  found  equal  to  those  by  which  Addison  opposed 
him^ 

He  wrote,  in  the  year  1711,  a  Letter  to  the  October 
Club,  a  number  of  tory  gentlemen  sent  from  the  country 
to  parliament,  who  formed  themselves  into  a  club,  to  the 
number  of  about  a  hundred,  and  met  to  animate  the  zeaF 
and  raise  the  expectations  of  each  other.  They  thought, 
with  great  reason,  that  the  ministers  were  losing  opportu- 
nities; that  sufficient  use  was  not  made  of  the  ardour 
of  the  nation ;  they  called  loudly  for  more  changes,  and 
stronger  efforts;  and  demanded  the  punishment  of  part, 
and  the  dismbsion  of  the  rest,  of  those  whom  they  consi- 
dered as  publick  robbers. 

Their  eagerness  was  not  gratified  by  the  queen,  or  by 
Harley.  The  queen  was  probably  slow  because  she  was 
afraid;  and  Harley  was  slow  because  he  was  doubtful: 
he  was  a  tory  only  by  necessity,  or  for  convenience ;  and, 
when  he  had  power  in  his  hands,  had  no  settled  purpose 
for  which  he  should  employ  it ;  forced  to  gratify,  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  the  tories  who  supported  him,  but  unwilling 
to  make  his  reconcilement  to  the  whigs  utterly  desperate, 
be  corresponded  at  once  with  the  two  expectants  of  the 
crown,  and  kept,  as  has  been  observed,  the  succession  un- 
determined, l^ot  knowing  what  to  do,  he  did  nothing ; 
and,  wi&  the  fate  of  a  double-dealer,  at  last  he  lost  his 
power,  but  kept  his  enemies.  ^ 

Swift  seems  to  have  concurred  in  opinion  with  the  Oc- 
tober Club ;  but  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  quicken  the 
tardiness  of  Harley,  whom  he  stimulated  as  much  as  he 
could,  but  with  little  effect.  He  that  knows  not  whither 
to  go,  is  in  no  haste  to  move.  Harley,  who  was  perhaps 
not  quick  by  nature,  became  yet  more  slow  by  irresolution; 

*  Mr.  Sheridan,  however,  sayt,  that  Addison's  last  Whig  Examiner  was  pub- 
lished October  12,  1711 ;  and  Swift's  first  Examiner,  on  the  10th  of  the  follow- 
ing November.    R. 
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and  was  content  to  hear  that  dilatoriness  lamented  as  na- 
tural, which  he  applauded  in  himself  as  politick. 

Without  the  tories,  however,  nothing  could  be  done; 
and,  as  they  were  not  to  be  gratified,  they  must  be  ap- 
peased ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  minister,  if  it  could  not  be 
vindicated,  was  to  be  plausibly  excused. 

Early  in  the  next  year  he  published  a  Proposal  for  cor- 
recting, improving,  and  ascertaining  the  English  Tongue, 
in  a  letter  to  the  earl  of  Oxford ;  written  without  much 
knowledge  of  the  general  nature  of  language,  and  without 
any  accurate  inquiry  into  the  history  of  other  tongues. 
The  certainty  and  stability  which,  contrary  to  all  experi- 
ence, he  thinks  attainable,  he  proposes  to  secure  by  insti- 
tuting an  academy ;  the  decrees  of  which  every  man  would 
have  been  willing,  and  many  would  have  been  proud  to 
disobey,  and  which,  being  renewed  by  successive  elec- 
tions, would,  in  a  short  time,  have  differed  from  itself. 

Swift  now  attained  the  zenith  of  his  political  importance : 
he  published,  1712,  the  Conduct  of  the  Allies,  ten  days 
before  the  parliament  assembled.  The  purpose  was  to 
persuade  the  nation  to  a  peace ;  and  never  had  any  writer 
more  success.  The  people,  who  had  been  amused  with 
bonfires  and  triumphal  processions,  and  looked  with  ido- 
latry on  the  general  and  his  friends,  who,  as  they  thought, 
had  made  England  the  arbitress  of  nations,  were  con- 
founded between  shame  and  rage,  when  they  found  that 
''  mines  had  been  exhausted,  and  millions  destroyed,"  to 
secure  the  Dutch,  or  aggrandize  the  emperour,  without  any 
advantage  to  ourselves;  that  we  had  been  bribing  our 
neighbours  to  fight  their  own  quarrel ;  and  that  amongst 
our  enemies,  we  might  number  oar  allies. 

That  is  now  no  longer  doubted,  of  which  the  nation  was 
then  first  informed,  that  the  war.  was  unnecessarily  pro- 
tracted to  fill  the  pockets  of  Marlborough;  and  that  it 
would  have  been  continued  without  end,  if  he  could  have 
continued  his  annual  plunder.  But  Swift,  I  suppose,  did 
not  yet  know  what  he  has  since  written,  that  a  commission 
was  drawn  which  would  have  appointed  him  general  for 
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life,  had  it  not  become  ineffectual  by  the  regolution  of  lord 
Cowper,  who  refiised  the  seal. 

•*  Whatever  is  received/'  say  the  schools,  "  is  received 
in  proportion  to  the  recipient.'*  The  power  of  a  political 
treatise  depends  much  upon  the  disposition  of  the  people  ; 
the  nation  was  then  combustible,  and  a  spark  set  it  on  fire. 
It  is  boasted,  that  between  November  and  January  eleven 
thousand  were  sold ;  a  great  number  at  that  time,  when  we 
were  not  yet  a  nation  of  readers.  To  its  propagation  cer- 
tainly no  agency  of  power  or  influence  was  wanting.  It 
furnished  arguments  for  conversation,  speeches  for  debate, 
and  materials  for  parliamentary  resolutions. 

Yet,  surely,  whoever  surveys' this  wonder-working  pam- 
phlet with  cool  perusal,  will  confess  that  its  efficacy  was 
supplied  by  the  passions  of  its  readers ;  that  it  operates  by 
(the  mere  weight  of  facts,  with  very  little  assistance  from 
[the  hand  that  produced  them. 

This  year,  1712,  he  published  his  Reflections  on  the 
Barrier  Treaty,  which  carries  on  the  design  of  his  Conduct 
of  the  Allies,  and  shows  how  little  regard  in  that  negotia- 
tion had  been  shown  to  the  interest  of  England,  and  how 
much  of  the  conquered  country  had  been  demanded  by  the 
Dutch. 

This  was  followed  by  Remarks  on  the  Bishop  of  Sarum*s 
Introduction  to  his  third  volume  of  the  History  of  the  Re- 
formation; a  pamphlet  which  Burnet  published  as  an  alarm, 
to  warn  the  nation  of  the  approach  of  popery.  Swift,  who 
seems  to  have  disliked  the  bishop  with  something  more 
than  political  aversion,  treats  him  like  one  whom  he  is  glad 
of  an  opportunity  to  insult. 

Swift,  being  now  the  declared  favourite  and  supposed 
confidant  of  the  tory  ministry,  was  treated  by  all  that  de- 
pended on  the  court  with  the  respect  which  dependants 
know  how  to  pay.  He  soon  beg^  to  feel  part  of  the 
misery  of  greatness ;  he  that  could  say  he  knew  him,  con- 
sidered himself  as  having  fortune  in  his  power.  Commis- 
sions, solicitations,  remonstrances  crowded  about  him ;  he 
was  expected  to  do  every  man's  business,  to  procure  em- 
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ployment  for  one,  and  to  retain  it  for  another.  In  assist- 
ing those  who  addressed  him»  he  represents  himself  as 
sdlciently  diligent;  and  desires  to  have  others  believe, \ 
what  he  probably  believed  himself,  that  by  his  interposition  { 
many  whigs  of  merit,  and  among  them  Addison  and  Con- 
g^ve,  were  continued  in  their  places.  But  every  man  of 
known  influence  has  so  many  petitions  which  he  cannot 
gnnt,  that  he  must  necessarily  oflTend  more  than  he  grati- 
^es,  because  the  preference  given  to  one  affords  all  the 
rest  a  reason  for  complaint.  **  When  I  give  away  a  place," 
said  Lewis  the  fourteenth,  **  I  make  a  hundred  discon- 
tented, and  one  ungrateful.'* 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  equality  and  independence 
which  he  preserved  in  his  conversation  with  the  ministers, 
of  the  frankness  of  his  remonstrances,  and  the  familiarity  of 
his  friendship.  In  accounts  of  this  kind  a  few  single  inci- 
dents are  set  against  the  general  tenonr  of  behaviour.  No 
man,  however,  can  pay  a  more  servile  tribute  to  the  great, 
than  by  suffering  his  liberty  in  their  presence  to  agg^ran- 
dize  him  in  his  own  esteem.  (^Between  different  ranks  of 
the  community  there  is  necessarily  some  distance ;  he  who 
is  called  by  his  superiour  to  pass  the  interval,  may  properly 
accept  the  invitation;  but  petulance  and  obtrusion  are 
rarely  produced  by  magnanimity;  nor  have  often  any 
nobler  cause  than  the  pride  of  importance,  and  the  malice 
of  inferiority.  He  who  knows  himself  necessary  may  set, 
while  that  necessity  lasts»  a  high  value  upon  himself;  as, 
in  a  lower  condition,  a  servant  eminently  skilful  may  be 
saucy ;  but  he  is  saucy  only  because  he  is  servile.  Swift 
iq»pears  to  have  preserved  the  kindness  of  the  great  jthen 
they  wanted  him  no  longer;  and,  therefore,  it  must  be 
allowed,  that  the  childish  freedom,  to  which  he  seems  '\ 
enough  inclined,  was  overpowered  by  his  better  qualities. ) 

His  disinterestedness  has  been  likewise  mentioned;  a 
strain  of  heroism,  which  would  have  been  in  his  condition 
romantick  and  superfluous.  Ecclesiastical  benefices,  when 
they  become  vacant,  must  be  given  away ;  and  the  friends 
of  power  may,  if  there  be  no  inherent  disqualification,  rea- 
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sonably  expect  them.  Swift  accepted,  1713,  the  deanery 
of  St.  Patrick,  the  best  preferment  that  his  friends  could 
venture *"  to  give  him.  That  ministry  was,  in  a  great  degree, 
supported  by  the  clergy,  who  were  not  yet  reconciled  to 
the  author  of  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  and  would  not,  without 
much  discontent  and  indignation,  have  borne  to  see  him 
installed  in  an  English  cathedral. 

He  refused,  indeed,  fifty  pounds  from  lord  Oxford ;  but 
he  accepted,  aftierwards,  a  draught  of  a  thousand  upon  the 
exchequer,  which  was  intercepted  by  the  queen's  death, 
and  which  he  resigned,  as  he  says  himself,  **  multa  gemens," 
with  many  a  groan  ^ 

In  the  midst  of  his  power  and  his  politicks,  he  kept  a 
journal  of  his  visits,  his  walks,  his  interviews  with  minis- 
ters, and  quarrels  with  his  servant,  and  transmitted  it  to 
Mrs.  Johnson  and  Mrs.  Dingley,  to  whom  he  knew  that 
whatever  befell  him  was  interesting,  and  no  accounts  could 
be  too  minute.  Whether  these  diurnal  trifles  were  pro- 
perly exposed  to  eyes  which  had  never  received  any 
pleasure  from  the  presence  of  the  dean,  may  be  reasonably 
doubted :  they  have,  however,  some  odd  attraction ;  the 
reader  finding  frequent  mention  of  names  which  he  has 
been  used  to  consider  as  important,  goes  on  in  hope  of 
information  (  and,  as  there  is  nothing  to  fatigue  attention, 
if  he  is  disappointed  he  can  hardly  complain.  ^It  is  easy  to 
perceive,  from  every  page,  that  though  ambition  pressed 
Swift  into  a  life  of  bustle,  the  wish  for  a  life  of  ease  was 
always  returning. 

He  went  to  take  possession  of  his  deanery  as  soon  as  he 
had  obtained  it;  but  he  was  not  suffered  to  stay  in  Ireland 
more  than  a  fortnight,  before  he  was  recalled  to  England, 
that  he  might  reconcile  lord  Oxford  and  lord  Bolingbroke, 
who  began  to  look  on  one  another  with  malevolence,  which 
every  day  increased,  and  which  Bolingbroke  appeared  to 
retain  in  his  last  years. 

k  TUis  emphatic  word  has  not  escaped  the  watchful  eye  of  Dr.  Warton,  who 
has  placed  a  nota  bene  at  it. 

'  See  this  affair  very  differently  represented  in  Swift's  Panegyrist,  Sheri- 
dan, p.  580.  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


206  swiPT.     , 

Swift  contrived  an  ioterview,  from  which  they  both  de- 
parted discoDtented :  he  procured  a  second,  which  only 
convinced  him  that  the  feud  was  irreconcilable:  he  told 
them  his  opinion,  that  all  was  lost.  This  denunciation  was 
contradicted  by  Oxford ;  but  Bolingbroke  whispered  that 
he  was  right. 

Before  this  violent  dissension  had  shattered  the  minis  Iry, 
Swift  had  published,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1714, 
the  publick  Spirit  of  the  Whigs,  in  answer  to  the  Crisis, 
a  pamphlet  for  which  Steele  was  expelled  from  the  house 
of  commons.  Swift  was  now  so  far  alienated  from  Steele, 
as  to  think  him  no  longer  entitled  to  decency,  and,  there- 
fore, treats  him  sometimes  with  contempt,  and  sometimes 
with  abhorrence. 

In  this  pamphlet  the  Scotch  were  mentioned  in  terms 
so  provoking  to  that  irritable  nation,  that  resolving  "  not 
to  be  offended  with  impunity,'*  the  Scotch  lords,  in  a  body, 
demanded  an  audience  of  the  queen,  and  solicited  repa- 
ration. A  proclamation  was  issued,  in  which  three  hun- 
dred pounds  were  offered  for  the  discovery  of  the  author. 
From  this  storm  he  was,  as  he  relates,  ''  secured  by  a 
sleight;^  of  what  kind,  or  by  whose  prudence,  is  not  known; 
and  such  was  the  increase  of  his  reputation,  that  the 
Scottish  ''nation  applied  again  that  he  would  be  their 
friend." 

He  was  become  so  formidable  to  the  whigs,  that  his 
familiarity  with  the  ministers  was  clamoured  at  in  parlia- 
ment, particularly  by  two  men,  afterwards  of  great  note, 
Aislabie  and  Walpole. 

But,  by  the  disunion  of  his  great  friends,  his  importance 
and  designs  were  now  at  an  end  r&Qd  seeing  his  services 
at  last  useless,  he  retired,  about  June,  1714,  into  Berkshire, 
where,  in  the  house  of  a  friend,  he  wrote  what  was  then 
suppressed,  but  has  since  appeared  under  the  title  of  Free 
Thoughts  on  the  present  State  of  Affairs. 

While  he  was  waiting  in  this  retirement  for  events  which 
time  or  chance  might  bring  to  pass,  the  death  of  the  queen 
broke  down  at  once  the  whole  system  of  tory  politicks ; 
and  nothing  remained  but  to  withdraw  from  the  implaca- 
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bility  of  triumphant  whiggism,  and  shelter  himself  in  un- 
envied  obscurity. 

The  accounts  of  his  reception  in  Ireland,  given  by  lord 
Orrery  and  Dr.  Delany,  are  so  diflTerent,  that  the  credit 
of  the  writers,  both  undoubtedly  veracious,  cannot  be 
saved,  but  by  supposing,  what  I  think  is  true,  that  they 
speak  of  different  times.  When  Delany  says,  that  he  was 
received  with  respect,  he  means  for  the  first  fortnight, 
when  he  came  to  take  legal  possession ;  and  when  lord 
Orrery  tells  that  he  was  pelted,  by  the  populace,  he  is  to 
be  understood  of  the  time  when,  after  the  queen's  death, 
he  became  a  settled  resident. 

The  archbishop  of  Dublin  gave  him  at  first  some  dis- 
turbance in  the  exercise  of  his  jurisdiction ;  but  it  was 
soon  discovered,  that  between  prudence  and  integrity  he 
was  seldom  in  the  wrong ;  and  that,  when  he  was  right, 
his  spirit  did  not  easily  yield  to  opposition. 

Having  so  lately  quitted  the  tumults  of  a  party,  and  the 
intrigues  of  a  court,  they  still  kept  his  thoughts  in  agitation, 
as  the  sea  fluctuates  awhile  when  the  storm  has  ceased. 
He,  therefore,  filled  his  hours  with  some  historical  attempts, 
relating  to  the  change  of  the  ministers,  and  the  conduct 
of  the  ministry.  He,  likewise,  is  said  to  have  written  a 
history  of  the  four  last  years  of  queen  Anne,  which  he 
began  in  her  lifetime,  and  afterwards  laboured  with  great 
attention,  but  never  published.  It  was  after  his  death  in 
the  hands  of  lord  Orrery  and  Dr.  King.  A  book  under 
that  title  was  published  with  Swift's  name,  by  Dr.  Lucas ; 
of  which  I  can  only  say,  that  it  seemed  by  no  means  to 
correspond  with  the  notions  that  I  had  formed  of  it,  from 
a  conversation  which  I  once  heard  between  the  earl  of 
Orrery  and  old  Mr.  Lewis. 

Swift  now,  much  against  his  will,  commenced  Irishman 
for  Hfe,  and  was  to  contrive  how  he  might  be  best  accom- 
modated in  a  country  where  he  considered  himself  as  in  a 
state  of  exile.  It  seems  that  his  first  recourse  was  to 
Biety.  The  thoughts  of  death  rushed  upon  him,  at  this 
,  with  such  incessant  importunity,  that  they  took  pos- 
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session  of  his  mind,  when  he  first  waked,  for  many  years 
together. 

He  opened  his  house  by  a  publick  table  two  days  a  week, 
and  found  his  entertainments  gradually  frequented  by  more 
and  more  visitants  of  learning  among  the  men,  and  of  ele- 
gance among  the  women.  Mrs.  Johnson  had  left  the 
country,  and  lived  in  lodgings  not  far  from  the  deanery. 
On  his  publick  days  she  regulated  the  table,  but  appeared 
at  it  as  a  mere  guest,  like  other  ladies. 

On  other  days  he  often  dined,  at  a  stated  price,  with 
Mr.  Worral,  a  clergyman  of  his  cathedral,  whose  house 
was  recommended  by  the  peculiar  neatness  and  pleasantry 
of  his  wife.  To  this  frugal  mode  of  living,  he  was  first 
disposed  by  care  to  pay  some  debts  which  he  had  contract- 
ed, and  he  continued  it  for  the  pleasure  of  accumulating 
money.  |His  avarice,  however,  was  not  sufiered  to  obstruct 
the  claims  of  his  dignity ;  he  was  served  in  plate,  and  used 
to  say,  that  he  was  the  poorest  gentleman  in  Ireland  that 
ate  upon  plate,  and  the  richest  that  lived  without  a  coach. 

How  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  time,  and  how  he  employ- 
ed his  hours  of  study,  has  been  inquired  with  hopeless  cu- 
riosity. For  who  can  give  an  account  of  another's  studies? 
Swift  was  not  likely  to  admit  any  to  his  privacies,  or  to  im- 
part a  minute  account  of  his  business  or  his  leisure. 

Soon  after,  1716,  in  his  forty-ninth  year,  he  was  privately 
married  .to  Mrs.  Johnson,  b;  Dr.  Ashe,  bishop  of  Clogher, 
as  Dr.  Madden  told  me,  in  the  garden.  The  marriage  made 
no  change  in  their  mode  of  life ;  they  lived  in  different 
houses,  as  before ;  nor  did  she  ever  lodge  in  the  deanery 
but  when  Swift  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  giddiness.  **  It 
would  be  difficult,"  says  lord  Orrery,  "  to  prove  that  they 
were  ever  afterwards  together  without  a  third  person." 

The  dean  of  St.  Patrick  s  lived  in  a  private  manner,  - 
known  and  regarded  only  by  his  friends;  till,  about  the 
year  1720,  he,  by  a  pamphlet,  recommended  to  the  Irish 
the  use,  and,  consequently,  the  improvement  of  their  ma- 
nufacture. For  a  man  to  use  the  productions  of  his  own 
labour  is  surely  a  natural  right,  and  to  like  best  what  he 
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makes  himielf  is  a  natural  passioii.  Bat  to  excite  this 
passion,  and  enforce  this  right,  appeared  so  criminal  to  thosd 
who  had  an  interest  in  the  Englkh  trade,  that  the  printer 
was  imprisoned  ;^  and,  as  Hawkesworth  justly  observet) 
the  attention  of  the  pnblick  being,  by  this  outrageottS  re* 
sentment,  turned  upon  the  proposal,  the  author  was  by 
consequence  made  popular. 

In  1733  died  Mrs.  Vait  Homrigh,  a  woman  made  un- 
happy by  her  admiration  of  wit,  and  ignominiously  distin*^ 
guished  by  the  name  of  Vanessa,  whose  conduct  has  been 
ahready  sufficiently  discussed,  and  whose  history  is  too  weQ 
known  to  be  minutely  repeated.  She  was  a  young  woman 
fond  of  literature,  whom  Decanus,  the  dean,  calfed  Cade<^ 
nu6  by  tratisposition  of  the  letters,  took  pleasure  in  direct* 
ing  and  instructing ;  till,  from  being  proud  of  his  praise^ 
she  grew  fond  of  his  person^  Swift  was  then  about  forty- 
seven,  at  an  age  when  vanity  is  strongly  excited  by  the 
amorous  attention  of  a  young  woman.  If  it  be  iaid  that 
Swift  should  have  checked  a  passion  trhich  he  never  meant 
to  gratify,  recourse  must  be  had  to  that  extenuation  which 
he  so  much  despised,  **  men  are  but  men :"  perhiq>s,  bow* 
ever,  be  did  not  at  first  know  his  own  mind«  and«  as  he  re* 
presents  himself,  was  undetermined*  For  his  admission  of 
her  courtship,  and  his  indulgenoe  of  her  hopet^  after  hii 
marriage  to  Stella,  no  othef  honest  plea  can  be  found 
than  that  he  delayed  a  disagreeable  discovery  from  time 
to  time,  dreading  the  immediate  bursts  of  distress,  and 
watching  for  a  favourable  moment."^  She  thought  herself 
neglected,  and  died  of  disappointment ;  having  ordered^ 
by  her  will,  the  poem  to  be  published,  in  which  Cadenus 
had  proclaimed  her  excellence,  and  confessed  his  love. 
The  effect  of  the  publicaiiou  npon  the  dean  and  Stella  is 
thus  related  by  Delany : 

<«  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  they  both  wwe 
greatly  shocked  and  distressed  {though  it  may  be  differ- 
ently) upon  this  occasion*  The  dean  made  a  tour  to  the 
south  of  Ireland,  for  about  two  months,  at  this  time,  to  dis- 
ffipate  his  thou j^ts,  and  give  place  to  obloquy.    And  Stella 


Digitized  by 


Google 


210  SWIFT. 

retired,  upon  the  earnest  invitation  of  the  owner,  to  the 
house  of  a  cheerful,  generous,  good-natured  friend  of  the 
dean's,  whom  she  also  much  loved  and  honoured.  There 
my  informer  often  saw  her ;  and,  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
used  his  utmost  endeavours  to  relieve,  support,  and  amuse 
her,  in  this  sad  situation. 

**  One  little  incident  he  told  me  of  on  that  occasion,  I 
think  I  shall  never  forget.  As  her  friend  was  an  hospita- 
ble, open-hearted  man,  well-beloved  and  largely  acquainted, 
it  happened  one  day  that  some  gentlemen  dropped  in  to 
dinner,  who  were  strangers  to  Stella's  situation ;  and  as  the 
poem  of  Cadenus  and  Vanessa  was  then  the  general  topick 
of  conversation,  one  of  them  said,  '  Surely  that  Vanessa 
must  be  an  extraordinary  woman,  that  could  inspire  the 
dean  to  write  so  finely  upon  her.'  Mrs.  Johnson  smiled, 
and  answered,  '  that  she  thought  that  point  not  quite  so 
-clear;  for  it  was  well  known  the  dean  could  write  finely 
upon  a  broomstick,' " 

'  The  great  acquisition  of  esteem  and  influence  was  made 
by  the  Drapier's  Letters,  in  1724.  One  Wood,  of  Wol- 
verhampton, in  Staffordshire,  a  man  enterprising  and  ra- 
pacious, had,  as  is  said,  by  a  present  to  the  dutchess  of 
Munster,  obtained  a  patent,  empowering  him  to  coin  one 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  pounds  of  halfpence  and  far- 
things for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  which  there  was  a 
v6ry  inconvenient  and  embarrassing  scarcity  of  copper 
coin ;  so  that  it  was  possible  to  run  in  debt  upon  the  credit 
of  a  piece  of  money ;  for  the  cook  or  keeper  of  an  ale- 
house could  not  refuse  to  supply  a  man  that  had  silver  in 
his  hand,  and  the  buyer  would  not  leave  his  money  without 
change. 

The  project  was  therefore  plausible.  The  scarcity,  which 
was  already  great.  Wood  took  care  to  make  greater,  by 
agents  tirho  gathered  up  the  old  halfpence ;  and  was  about 
toturn  his  brass  into  gold,  by  pouring  the  treasures  of  his 
new  mint  upon  Ireland;  when  Swift,  finding  that  the  metal 
was  debased  to  lUi  enormous  degree,  wrote  letters,  under 

the  name*  of  M.  B.  Drapier,  to  show  the  folly  of  receiving, 
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and  the  mischief  ihat  must  ensue  by  giving  gold  and  sil- 
ver for  coin  worth,  perhaps,  not  a  third  part  of  its  nominal 
value. 

The  nation  was  alarmed ;  the  new  coin  was  universally 
refused ;  but  the  governors  of  Ireland  considered  resist- 
ance to  the  king's  patent  as  highly  criminal ;  and  one  Whit- 
shed,  then  chief  justice,  who  had  tried  the  printer  of  the 
former  pamphlet,  and  sent  out  the  jury  nine  times,  till,  by 
clamour  and  menaces,  they  were  frighted  into  a  special 
verdict,  now  presented  the  Drapier,  but  could  not  prevail 
on  the  grand  jury  to  find  the  bill. 

Lord  Carteret  and  the  privy  council  published  a  pro- 
clamation, offering  three  hundred  pounds  for  discovering 
the  author  of  the  fourth  letter.  Swift  had  concealed 
himself  from  his  printers,  and  trusted  only  his  butler,  who 
transcribed  the  paper.  The  man,  immediately  after  the 
appearance  of  the  proclamation,  strolled  from  the  house, 
and  staid  out  all  night,  and  part  of  the  next  day.  There 
Was  reason  enough  to  fear  that  he  had  betrayed  his  master 
for  the  reward  ;  but  he  came  home,  and  the  dean  ordered 
him  to  put  off  his  livery,  and  leave  the  house ;  "  for,"  says 
he,  **  I  know  that  my  life  is  in  your  power,  and  I  will  not 
bear,  out  of  fear,  either  your  insolence  or  negligence." 
The  man  excused  his  fault  with  great  submission,  and 
begged  that  he  might  be  confined  in  the  house  while  it  was 
in  his  power  to  endanger  his  master ;  but  the  dean  resor 
lutely  turned  him  out,  without  taking  farther  notice  of  him, 
till  the  term  of  information  had  expired,  and  then  received 
him  again.  Soon  afterwards  he  ordered  him  and  the  rest 
of  the  servants  into  his  presence,  without  telling  his  in- 
tentions, and  bade  them  take  notice  that  their  fellow-ser- 
vant was  no  longer  Robert  the  butler;  but  that  his  in- 
tegrity had  made  him  Mr.  Blakeney,  verger  of  St.  Pa- 
trick's ;  an  officer  whose  income  was  between  thirty  and 
forty  pounds  a  year :  yet  he  still  continued,  for  some  years, 
to  serve  his  old  master  as  his  butler"^." 

™  An  account  somewhat  different  from  this  is  given  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  his 
LifeofSwift.p.  511.    R. 
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Swift  was  known,  from  this  time,  by  the  appellation 
of  the  dean.  He  was  bonoared  by  the  populace  as  the 
champion,  patron,  and  instructor  of  Ireland ;  and  gained 
such  power  as,  considered  both  in  its  extent  and  duration, 
scarcely  any  man  has  ever  enjoyed  without  greater  wealth 
or  higher  station. 

He  was,  from  this  important  year,  the  oracle  of  the 
traders,  and  the  idol  of  the  rabble,  and  by  consequence 
\was  feared  and  courted  by  ail  to  whom  the  kindness  of  the 
traders  or  the  populace  was  necessary.  ^  The  Drapier  was 
a  sig^ ;  the  Drapier  was  a  health ;  and  which  way  soever 
the  eye  or  the  ear  was  turned,  some  tokens  were  found  of 
the  nation*s  gpratitude  to  the  Drapier. 

The  benefit  was  indeed  great ;  he  had  rescued  Ireland 
from  a  very  oppressive  and  predatory  invasion ;  and  the 
popularity  which  he  had  gained  he  was  diligent  to  keep, 
by  appearing  forward  and  zealous  on  every  occasion,  where 
the  publick  interest  was  supposed  to  be  involved.  Nor 
did  he  much  soruple  to  boast  his  influence ;  for  when,  upon 
some  attempts  to  regulate  the  coin,  archbishop  Boulter, 
then  one  of  the  justices,  accused  him  of  exasperating  the 
people,  he  exculpated  himself  by  saying,  **  If  I  had  lifted 
up  my  finger,  they  would  have  torn  you  to  pieces." 

But  the  pleasure  of  popularity  was  soon  interrupted  by 
domestick  misery.  Mrs.  Johnson,  whose  conversation  was 
to  him  the  great  softener  of  the  ills  of  life,  began  in  the 
year  of  the  Drapier's  triumph  to  decline ;  and,  two  years 
afterwards,  was  so  wasted  with  sickness,  that  her  recovery 
was  considered  as  hopeless. 

Swift  was  then  in  England,  and  had  been  invited  by 
lord  Bolingbroke  to  pass  the  winter  with  him  m  France, 
but  this  call  of  cdamity  hastened  him  to  Ireland;  where, 
perhaps,  his  presence  contributed  to  restore  her  to  imper* 
feet  and  tottering  health. 

He  was  now  so  much  at  ease,  that,  1727,  he  returned  to 
England ;  where  he  collected  three  volumes  of  Miscel* 
lanies,  in  conjunction  with  Pope,  who  prefixed  a  querulous 
and  apologetical  prefieice. 
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This  important  year  sent  likewisa  into  the  world,  Gul- 
liver's Travels ;  a  production  so  new  and  strange,  tliat  it 
filled  the  reader  with  a  mingled  emotion  of  merriment  and 
amazement.  It  was  received  .with  such  avidity,  that  the 
price  of  the  first  edition  was  raised  before  the  second  could 
be  made ;  it  was  read  by  the  high  and  the  low,  the  learned 
and  illiterate.  ,  Criticism  was  for  awhile  lost  in  wonder ; 
no  rules  of  judgment  were  applied  to  a  book  written  in 
open  defiance  of  truth  and  regularity.  But  when  distinc- 
tions came  to  be  made,  the  part  which  gave  the  least  plea- 
sure was  that  which  describes  the  Flying  island,  and  that 
which  gave  most  disgust  must  be  the  history  of  the  Houy- 
hnhnms.  \ 

While  Swift  was  enjoying  the  reputation  of  hu  new 
work,  the  news  of  the  king's  death  arrived ;  and  he  kissed 
the  hands  of  the  new  king  and  queen  three  days  after 
their  accession. 

By  the  queen,  when  she  was  princess,  he  had  been 
treated  with  some  distinction,  and  was  well  received  by 
her  in  her  exaltation ;  but  whether  she  gave  hopes  which 
she  never  took  care  to  satisfy,  or  he  formed  expectations 
which  she  never  meant  to  raise,  the  event  was,  that  he 
always  afterwards  thought  on  her  with  malevolence,  and 
particularly  charged  her  with  breaking  her  promise  of  jK»ne 
medals  which  she  engaged  to  send  him. 

I  know  not  whether  she  had  not,  in  her  turn,  some  rea- 
son for  complaint.  A  letter  was  sent  her,  not  so  much  en- 
treating, as  requiring  her  patronage  of  Mrs.  Barber,  an 
ingenious  Irishwoman,  who  was  then  begging  subscriptions 
for  her  poems.  To  this  letter  was  subscribed  the  name  of 
Swift,  and  it  has  all  the  appearances  of  his  diction  and 
sentiments ;  but  it  was  not  written  in  his  hand,  and  had 
9ome  little  improprieties.  When  he  was  charged  with  this 
letter,  he  laid  hold  of  the  inaccuracies,  and  urged  the  im- 
probability of  the  accusation;  but  never  denied  it;(he 
shuffles  between  cowardice  and  veracity,  and  talks  big 
when  he  says  nothing  °.^ 

n  It  is  but  justice  to  the' dean's  memory,  to  refer  to  Mr.  Sheridan's  defence 
of  him  finpni  this  charge.    See  the  life  of  Swift,  p.  458.    R. 
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Ha  seemed  desirous  enough  of  recommeDcing  courtier, 
and  endeavoured  to  g^ain  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Howard, 
remembering  what  Mrs.  Masham  had  performed  in  former 
times :  but  his  flatteries  were  like  those  of  other  wits,  un- 
successfal ;  the  lady  either  wanted  power,  or  had  no  am- 
bition of  poetical  immortality. 

He  was  seized  not  long  afterwards  by  a  fit  of  giddiness, 
and  again  heard  of  the  sickness  and  danger  of  Mrs.  John- 
son. He  then  left  the  house  of  Pope,  as  it  seems,  with 
very  little  ceremony,  finding  '*  that  two  sick  friends  cannot 
live  together ;"  and  did  not  write  to  him  till  he  foand  him- 
self at  Chester. 

He  turned  to  a  home  of  sorrow :  poor  Stella  was  sinking 
into  the  grave,  and,  after  a  languishing  decay  of  about  two 
months,  died  in  her  forty-fourth  year,  on  January  28, 1728. 
How  much  he  wished  her  life,  his  papers  show;  nor  can  it 
be  doubted  that  he  dreaded  the  death  of  her  whom  he 
loved  most,  aggravated  by  the  consciousness  that  himself 
had  hastened  it. 

Beauty  and  the  power  of  pleasing,  the  greatest  external 
advantages  that  woman  can  desire  or  possess,  were  fatal  to 
the  unfortunate  Stella.  The  man  whom  she  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  love  was,  as  Delany  observes,  fond  of  sii2gula- 
rity,  and  desirous  to  make  a  mode  of  happiness  for  himself, 
^different  from  the  general  course  of  things  and  order  of 
providence.  From  the  time  of  her  arrival  in  Ireland  he 
seems  resolved  to  keep  her  in  his  power,  and,  therefore, 
hindered  a  match  sufficiently  advantageous,  by  accumulat- 
ing unreasonable  demands,  and  prescribing  conditions  that 
could  not  be  performed.  While  she  was  at  her  own  dis- 
posal he  did  not  consider  his  possession  as  secure ;  resent- 
jnent,  ambition,  or  caprice,  might  separate  them ;  he  was, 
therefore,  resolved  to  make  "  assurance  doubly  sure,"  and 
to  appropriate  her  by  a  private  marriage,  to  which  he  had 
annexed  the  expectation  of  all  the  pleasures  of  perfect 
friendship,  without  the  uneasiness  of  conjugal  restraint. 
But  with  this  state  poor  Stella  was  not  satisfied ;  she  never 
was  treated  as  a  wife,  and  to  the  world  she  had  the  appear- 
ance of  a  mistress.     She  lived  sullenly  on,  in  hope  that  in 
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time  be  would  own  and  receive  her ;  but  tbe  time  did  not 
come  till  the  change  of  his  manners  and  depravation  of  his 
mind  made  her  tell  him»  when  he  offered  to  acknowledge 
her,  that  **  it  was  too  late."  She  then  g^ve  up  herself  to 
sorrowful  resentment,  and  died  under  the  tyranny  of  him, 
by  whom  she  was  in  the  highest  degree  loved  and  ho- 
noured. 

What  were  her  claims  to  this  eccentrick  tenderness,  by 
which  the  laws  of  nature  were  violated  to  retain  her,  cu- 
riosity will  inquire ;  but  how  shall  it  be  gratified  ?  Swift 
was  a  lover;  his  testimony  may  be  suspected.  Delany 
and  the  Irish  saw  with  Swift's  eyes,  and,  therefore,  add 
little  confirmation.  That  she  was  virtuous,  beautiful,  and 
elegant,  in  a  very  high  degree,  such  admiration  from  such 
a  lover  makes  it  very  probable :  but  she  had  not  much  lite- 
rature, for  she  could  not  spell  her  own  language ;  and  of 
her  wit,  so  loudly  vaunted,  the  smart  sayings  which  Swift 
himself  has  collected  afford  no  splendid  specimen. 

The  reader  of  Swift's  Letter  to  a  Lady  on  her  Marriage, 
may  be  allowed  to  doubt  whether  his  opinion  of  female  ex- 
cellence ought  implicitiy  to  be  admitted ;  for,  if  his  gene- 
ral thoughts  on  women  were  such  as  he  exhibits,  a  very 
little  sense  in  a  lady  would  enrapture,  and  a  very  littie 
virtue  would  astonish  him.  Stella's  supremacy,  there- 
fore, was,  perhaps,  only  local ;  she  was  great,  because  her 
'  associates  were  littie. 

In  some  remarks  lately  published  on  the  Life  of  Swift, 
this  marriage  is  mentioned  as  fabulous,  or  doubtful ;  but, 
alas !  poor  Stella,  as  Dr.  Madden  told  me,  related  her  me- 
lancholy story  to  Dr.  Sheridan,  when  he  attended  her  as  a 
clei^man  to  prepare  her  for  death ;  and  Delany  mentions 
it  not  with  doubt,  but  only  with  regret.  Swift  never  men- 
tioned her  without  a  sigh.  The  rest  of  his  life  was  spent 
in  Ireland,  in  a  country  ta  which  not  even  power  ahnost 
despotick,  nor  flattery  almost  idolatrous,  could  reconcile 
him.  He  sometimes  wished  to  visit  England,  but  always 
found  some  reason  of  delay.  He  tells  Pope,  in  the  de- 
cline of  life,  that  he  hopes  once  more  to  see  him ;  ''  but  if 
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■at,*'  says  he,  **  we  mast  part  as  all  human  beings  have 
parted.'' 

After  the  death  of  Stella^  his  benevolence  was  oon- 
traetedy  and  his  severity  exasperated;  he  drove  his  ao- 
qoaintance  from  his  table,  and  wondered  why  he  was  de- 
serted. \Bot  he  continued  his  attention  to  the  publick,  and 
wrote,  from  time  to  time,  such  directions,  admonitions,  or 
oensores,  as  the  exigency  of  affairs,  in  his  opinion,  made 
proper;  and  nothing  fell  from  his  pen  in  vain.\ 

In  a  short  poem  on  the  presbyterians,  whom  he  always 
regarded  with  detestation,  he  bestowed  one  strictore  upon 
Bettesworth,  a  lawyer  eminent  for  his  insolence  to  the 
fdergy,  which,  from  very  considerable  reputation,  brought 
him  into  immediate  and  universal  contempt  Bettesworth, 
enraged  at  his  disgrace  and  loss,  went  to  Swift,  and  de- 
manded whether  he  was  the  author  of  that  poem  ?  **  Mr. 
Bettesworth,"  answered  he,  **  I  was  in  my  youth  acqnainted 
with  great  lawyers,  who,  knowing  my  disposition  to  satire, 
advbed  me,  that  if  any  scoundrel  or  blockhead  whom  I 
had  lampooned  should  ask,  ^  Are  you  the  author  of  this 
paper r  I  should  tell  him  that  I  was  not  the  author;  and, 
therefore,  I  tell  you,  Mr.  Bettesworth,  that  I  am  not  the 
author  of  these  lines.** 

Bettesworth  was  so  little  satisfied  with  this  account,  that 
he  publickly  professed  his  resolution  of  a  violent  and  cor- 
poral revenge ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Patrick's  district 
embodied  themselves  in  the  dean's  defence.  Bettesworth 
declared  in  pariiament,  that  Swift  had  deprived  him  of 
twelve  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

Swift  was  popular  awhile  by  another  mode  of  benefi- 
cenoe.  He  set  aside  some  hundreds  to  be  lent  in  small 
snms  to  the  poor,  from  five  shillings,  I  tbink,  to  five  pounds. 
He  took  no  interest,  and  oidy  required  that,  at  repayment, 
a  small  fee  should  be  given  to  the  acoomptant ;  but  be  re- 
quired that  the  day  of  promised  payment  should  be  exactly 
kept.  A  severe  and  punctilious  temper  is  ill  qualified  for 
transactions  with  the  poor :  the  day  was  often  broken,  and 
the  loan  was  not  repaid.     This  might  have  been  easily 
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foreseen ;  bat  for  this  Swift  had  made  no  provision  of  pa- 
tience or  pity.  He  ordered  his  debtors  to  be  sued.  A 
serere  creditor  has  no  popular  character ;  what  then  was 
likely  to  be  said  of  him  who  employs  the  catchpoll  under 
the  appearance  of  charity  ?  The  clamour  against  him  was 
load,  and  the  resentment  of  the  populace  outrageous;  he 
was,  therefore,  forced  to  drop  his  scheme,  and  own  the 
folly  of  expecting  punctuality  from  the  poor^. 

His  asperity  continually  increasing,  condemned  him  to 
solitnde ;  and  his  resentment  of  solitude  sharpened  his  as- 
perity. He  was  not,  however,  totally  deserted ;  some  men 
i)f  learning,  and  some  women  of  elegance,  often  visited 
him ;  and  he  wrote,  from  time  to  time,  either  verse  or  prose; 
of  his  verses  he  willingly  gave  copies,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  fSslt  no  discontent  when  he  saw  them  printed.  His 
fkvourite  maxim  was,  **  Vive  la  bagatelle ;"  he  thought  tri- 
fles a  necessary  part  of  life,  and,  perhaps,  found  them  ne- 
oessary  to  himself.  It  seems  impossible  to  him  to  be  idle, 
and  his  disorders  made  it  difiicult  or  dangerous  to  be  long 
seriously  studious,  or  laboriously  diligent  The  love  of  eaae 
IS  always  gaining  upon  age,  and  he  had  one  temptation  to 
petty  amusements  peculiar  to  himself;  whatever  he  did,  he 
was  sore  to  hear  applauded ;  and  such  was  his  predomi- 
nance over  all  that  approached,  that  all  their  applauses 
were  probably  sincere.  He  that  is  much  flattered,  soon 
learns  to  flatter  himself:  we  are  commonly  taught  oar  duty 
by  fear  or  shame,  and  how  can  they  act  upon  the  man  who 
bears  nothing  but  his  own  praises? 

As  his  years  increased,  his  fits  of  giddiness  and  deafness 
grew  more  frequent,  and  his  deafness  made  conversation 
difficult ;  they  grew  likewise  more  severe,  till  in  1736,  as 
he  was  writing  a  poem  called  the  Legion  Club,  he  was 
seized  with  a  fit  so  painful  and  so  long  continued,  that  he 
never  after  thought  it  proper  to  aUcinpt  any  work  of 
thoaght  or  labour. 

o  This  tccotmt  is  contradicted  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  who,  with  great  warmth,, 
asserts,  from  his  own  knowledge,  that  there  was  not  one  syllable  of  truth  in  this 
whole  account  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  See  life  of  Swift,  edit.  1784, 
p.633.    R. 
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He  was  always  careful  of  his  money,  and  was,  therefore", 
00  libernl  entertainer ;  but  was  less  frugal  of  his  wine  than  * 
of  his  meat  When  his  friends  of  either  sex  came  to  him, 
in  expectation  of  a  dinner,  his  custom  was  to  give  every 
one  a  shilling,  that  they  might  please  themselves  with  their 
provision.  At  last  his  avarice  grew  too  powerful  for  his 
kindness ;  he  would  refuse  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  in  Ireland 
no  man  visits  where  he  cannot  drink. 

Having  thus  excluded  conversation,  and  desisted  from 
study,  he  had  neither  business  nor  amusement ;  for,  having 
by  some  ridiculous  resolution,  or  mad  vow,  determined 
never  to  wear  spectacles,  he  could  make  little  use  of  books 
in  his  later  years ;  his  ideas,  therefore,  being  neither  reno- 
vated by  discourse,  nor  increased  by  reading,  wore  gradu- 
ally away,  and  left  his  mind  vacant  to  the  vexations  of 
the  hour,  till,  at  last,  his  anger  was  heightened  into  mad- 
ness. 

He,  however,  permitted  one  book  to  be  published,  which 
had  been  the  production  of  former  years ;  Polite  Conversa- 
tion, which  appeared  in  1738.  The  Directions  for  Ser- 
vants was  printed  soon  after  his  death.  These  two  per- 
formances show  a  mind  incessantly  attentive,  and,  when  it 
was  not  employed  upon  great  things,  busy  with  minute  oc- 
currences. It  is  apparent,  that  he  must  have  had  the 
habit  of  noting  whatever  he  observed ;  for  such  a  number 
of  particulars  could  never  have  been  assembled  by  the 
power  of  recollection. 

He  grew  more  violent,  and  his  mental  powers  declined, 
till,  1741,  it  was  found  necessary  that  legal  guardians 
should  be  appointed  of  his  person  and  fortune.  He  now 
lost  distinction.  His  madness  was  compounded  of  rage 
and  fatuity.  The  last  face  that  he  knew  was  that  of  Mrs. 
Whiteway ;  and  her  he  ceased  to  know  in  a  little  time. 
His  meat  was  brought  him  cut  into  mouthfuls ;  but  he 
would  never  touch  it  while  the  servant  staid,  and,  at  last, 
after  it  had  stood  perhaps  an  hour,  would  eat  it  walking ; 
for  he  continued  his  old  habit,  and  was  on  his  feet  ten 
hours  a  day. 

Next  year,  1742,  he  had  an  inflammation  in  his  left  eye. 
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which  swoUed  it  to  thp  size  of  an  egg^  with  biles  in  other 
parts ;  he  was  kept  long  waking  with  the  pain,  and  was 
not  easily  restrained  by  five  attendants  from  tearing  oat 
his  eye. 

The  tumour  at  last  subsided ;  and  a  short  interval  of 
reason  ensuing,  in  which  he  knew  his  physician  and  his 
family,  gave  hopes  of  his  recovery ;  but  in  a  few  days  he 
sunk  into  a  lethargick  stupidity,  motionless,  heedless,  and 
speechless.  But  it  is  said,  that,  after  a  year  of  total  si- 
lence, when  his  housekeeper,  on  the  30th  of  November, 
told  him  that  the  usual  bonfires  and  illuminations  were 
preparing  to  celebrate  ^his  birthday,  he  answered,  "  It  is 
all  folly ;  they  had  better  let  it  alone." 

It  is  remembered,  that  he  afterwards  spoke  now  and 
then,  or  gave  some  intimation  of  a  meaning ;  but  at  last 
sunk  into  perfect  silence,  which  continued  till  about  the 
end  of  October,  1746,  when,  in  his  seventy-eighth  year, 
he  expired  without  a  struggle. 

When  Swift  is  considered  as  an  author,  it  is  just  to  esti- 
mate his  powers  by  their  efiects.  In  the  reign  of  queen 
Anne  he  turned  the  stream  of  popularity  against  the 
Iwhigs,  and  must  be  confessed  to  have  dictated,  for  a  time, 
i^e  political  opinions  of  the  English  nation.  In  the  suc- 
ceeding reign  he  delivered  Ireland  from  plunder  and  op- 
pression; and  showed  thatfwit,  confederated  with  truth, 
had  such  force  as  authority  was  unable  to  resist.)  He  said 
truly  of  himself,  that  Ireland  *'  was  his  debtor."  It  was 
from  the  time  when  he  first  began  to  patronise  the  Irish, 
that  they  may  date  their  riches  and  prosperity.  He  taught 
them  first  to  know  their  own  interest,  their  weight,  and 
their  strength,  and  gave  them  spirit  to  assert  that  equality 
with  their  fellow- subjects  to  which  they  have  ever  since 
been  making  vigorous  advances,  and  to  claim  those  rights 
which  they  have  at  last  established.  Nor  can  they  be 
charged  with  ingratitude  to  their  benefactor ;  for  they  re- 
verenced him  as  a  guardian,  and  obeyed  him  as  a  dictator. 

In  his  works  he  has  given  very  difl^erent  specimens  both 
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of  seBtament  aad  expression.  Hii  Tale  of  a  Tob  has  litfle 
lesemblanoe  to  his  other  pieces.  It  exhibits  a  vebemence 
and  rapidity  of  niiiid»  a  copionsDess  of  images,  and  vivaoity 
of  diction,  such  as  he  afterwards,  never  possessed,  or  never 
exerted.  It  is  of  a  mode  so  distinct  and  peculiar,  that 
it  must  be  considered  by  itself;  what  is  tme  of  that,  is  not 
true  of  any  thing  else  which  he  has  written. 

In  his  other  works  is  foond  an  equable  tenoor  of  easy 
language,  which  rather  trickles  than  flows.  His  delight 
was  in  simplicity.  That  he  has  in  his  works  no  metaphor, 
as  has  been  said,  is  not  true ;  but  his  few  metaphors  seem 
to  be  received  rather  by  necessity  than  choice.  He 
studied  purity ;  and  though,  perhaps,  all  hb  strictures  are 
not  exact,  yet  it  b  not  often  that  sQl.eci^Qifl  can  be  found  ; 
and  whoever  depends  on  his  authority  may  generally  con* 
elude  himself  safe.  His  sentences  are  never  too  nracfa 
dilated  or  contracted ;  and  it  will  not  be  easy  to  find  any 
embarrassment  in  the  complication  of  his  clauses,  any  in- 
consequence in  his  connexions,  or  abruptness  in  his  tran- 
sitions. 

His  style  was  well  suited  to  his  thoughts,  which  are 
never  subtilised  by  nice  disquisitions,  decorated  by  spark- 
ling conceits,  elevated  by  ambitious  sentences,  or  varie- 
gated by  far-sought  learning.  He  pays  no  court  to  the 
passions ;  he  excites  neither  surprise  nor  admiration :  he 
always  understands  himself;  and  his  reader  always  un- 
derstands him :  the  peruser  of  Swift  wants  little  previous 
knowledge  ;  it  will  be  sufficient  that  he  is  acquainted  with 
common  words  and  common  things ;  he  is  neither  required 
to  mount  elevations,  nor  to  explore  profundities ;  his  pas- 
sage is  always  on  a  level,  akmg  solid  ground,  without  as- 
perities, without  obstruction.) 

This  easy  and  safe  conveyance  of  meaning  it  was  Swift^s 
desire  to  attain,  and  for  having  attained  he  deserves 
praise,  though,  perhaps,  not  the  highest  praise.  For  pur- 
poses merely  didactick,  when  something  is  to  be  told  that 
was  not  known  before,  it  is  the  best  mode ;  but  against 
that  inattention  by  which  known  truths  are  suffered  to  lie 
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neglected,  it  makes  no  proTkion ;  it jnttroetiy  tmt  does 
not  persuade. 

By  his  political  education  be  was  associated  witb  the 
vbigs;  bat  be  deserted  tbem  wben  tbey  deserted  their 
principles,  yet  without  ranning  into  tbe  contrary  extreme ; 
be  continued  throughout  his  life  to  retain  the  disposition 
which  he  assigns  to  tbe  Church  of  England  Man,  of  think* 
ting  commonly  with  the  whigs  of  the  state^  and  with  the 
tories  of  the  church. 

He  was  a  churchman  rationally  zealous ;  he  desired  the 
prosperity,  and  maintained  the  honour  of  the  clergy ;  of 
the  dissenters  he  did  not  wish  to  infringe  the  toleration^ 
but  he  opposed  their  encroachments. 

To  bis  duty  as  dean  he  was  very  attentive.  He  ma- 
naged the  revenues  of  his  church  with  exact  economy ; 
and  it  is  said  by  Delany,  that  more  money  was,  under  his 
direction,  laid  out  in  repairs,  than  bad  ever  been  in  the 
same  time  since  its  first  erection.  Of  his  choir  he  was 
eminently  careful ;  and,/though  be  neither  loved  nor  un- 
derstood musick,  took  care  that  all  tbe  singers  were  well 
qualified,  admitting  none  without  the  testimony  of  skilful 
judges. 

In  his  church  he  restored  the  practice  of  weekly  com- 
munion, and  distributed  the  sacramental  elements  in  the 
most, solemn  and  devout  manner  with  his  own  hand.  He 
came  to  church  every  morning,  preached  commonly  in  his 
turn,  and  attended  the  evening  anthem,  that  it  might  not 
be  negligently  performed. 

He  read  the  service,  *' rather  with  a  strong,  nervous 
voice,  than  in  a  graceful  manner ;  his  voice  was  sharp  and 
high-toned,  rather  than  harmonious.*' 

He  entered  upon  the  clerical  state  with  hope  to  excel 
in  preaching;  but  complained,  that,  from  the  time  of  bis 
political  controversies,  '^  he  could  only  preach  pismipblets/' 
This  censure  of  himself,  if  judgment  be  made  from  those 
sermons  which  have  been  published,  was  unreasonably 
severe. 

The  suspicions  of  his  irreligion  proceeded,  in  a  great 
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measure^  from  his  dread  of  hypofiziay;  instead  of  wishing 
to  seem  better,  he  delighted  in  seeming  worse  than  he  was. 
He  went  in  London  to  early  prayers,  lest  he  should  be 
seen  at  church;  he  read  prayers  to  his  servants  every 
morning  with  snch  dexterous  secrecy,  that  Dr.  Delany  was 
six  months  in  his  house  before  he  knew  it.  He  was  not 
only  careful  to  hide  the  good  which  he  did,  but  willingly 
incurred  the  suspicion  of  evil  which  he  did  not.  He  forgot 
what  himself  had  formerly  asserted,  that  liypocrisy  is  less 
mischievous  than  open  impiety.  Dr.  Delany,  with  all  his 
zeal  for  his  honour,  has  justly  condemned  this  part  of  his 
character. 

The  person  of  Swift  had  not  many  recommendations. 
He  had  a  kind  of  muddy  complexion,  which,  though  he 
washed  himself  with  oriental  scrupulosity,  did  not  look 
clear.  He  had  a  countenance  sour  and  severe,  which  he 
seldom' softened  by  any  appearance  of  gaiety.  He  stub- 
bornly resisted  any  tendency  to  laughter. 

To  his  domesticks  he  was  naturally  rough ;  and  a  man 
of  a  rigorous  temper,  with  that  vig^ance  of  minute  attention 
which  his  works  discover,  must  have  been  a  master  that 
.  few  could  bear.  That  he  was  disposed  to  do  his  servants 
good,  on  important  occasions,  is  no  great  mitigation ;  bene- 
faction can  be  but  rare,  and  tyrannick  peevishness  is  per- 
petual. He  did  not  spare  the  servants  of  others.  Once, 
when  he  dined  alone  with  the  earl  of  Orrery,  he  said  of 
one  that  waited  in  the  room,  '*  That  man  has,  since  we  sat 
to  the  table,  committed  fifteen  faults."  What  the  faults 
were,  lord  Orrery,  from  whom  I  heard  the  story,  had  not 
been  attentive  enough  to  discover.  My  number  may,  per- 
haps, not  be  exact. 

In  his  economy  he  practised  a  peculiar  and  offensive 
parsimony,  without  disguise  or  apology.  The  practice  of 
saving  being  once  necessary,  became  habitual,  and  grew 
first  ridiculous  and  at  last  detestable.  But  bis  avarice, 
though  it  might  exclude  pleasure,  was  never  suffered  to 
encroach  upon  his  virtue.  iTHe  was  frugal  by  inclination, 
but  liberal  by  principle  jj  and  if  the  purpose  to  which  he 
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destined  his  little  accnmiilatioBS  be  remembered,  with  his 
distribntion  of  occasional  charity^  it  will»  perhaps,  appear, 
that  he  only  liked  one  mode  of  expense  better  than  an^ 
other,  and  saved,  merely  that  he  might  haye  something  to 
give.  He  did  not  grow  rich  by  injuring  his  successors, 
but  left  both  Laracor  and  the  deanery  more  yalnable  than 
he  found  them.  (  With  all  this  talk  of  his  covetousness  and 
generosity,  it  should  be  remembered  that  he  was  never 
rich.^  The  revenue  of  his  deanery  was  not  much-  more 
than  seven  hundred  a  year. 

His  beneficence  was  ^ot  graced  with  tenderness  or  ci- 
vility ;  he  relieved  without  pity,  and  assisted  without  kind- 
ness ;  so  that  those  who  were  fed  by  him  could  hardly  love 
him,  ,     ^ 

He  made  a  rule  to  himself  to  give  but  one  piece  at  a 
time,  and,  therefore,  always  stored  his  pocket  with  coins  of 
different  value. 

(  Whatever  he  did,  he  seemed  willing  to  do  in  a  manner 
peculiar  to  himself,  without  sufficiently  considering,  that 
singularity,  as  it  implies  a  contempt  of  the  general  prac- 
tice, is  a  kind  of  defiance  which  justly  provokes  the  hosti- 
lity of  ridicule  ;)he,  therefore,  who  indulges  peculiar  habits, 
is  worse  than  others,  if  he  be  not  better. 

Of  his  humour,  a  story  told  by  PopeP  may  afford  a  spe- 
cimen. 

"  Dr.  Swift  has  an  odd,  blunt  way,  that  is  mistaken  by 
strangers  for  illnature.  'Tis  so  odd,  that  there's  no  de- 
scribing it  but  by  facts.  I'll  tell  you  one  that  first  comes 
into  my  head.  One  evening.  Gay  and  I  went  to  see  him : 
you  know  how  intimately  we  were  all  acquainted.  On  oiir 
coming  in,  '  Heyday,  gentlemen,  (says  the  Doctor,)  what's 
the  meaning  of  this  visit?  How  came  you  to  leave  all  the 
great  lords  that  you  are  so  fond  of,  to  come  hither  to  see 
a  poor  dean  V  '  Because  we  would  rather  see  you  than  any 
of  them.'  *  Aye,  any  one  that  did  not  know  so  well  as  I  do 
might  believe  you.  But  since  you  are  come,  I  must  get 
some  supper  for  you,  I  suppose.'     '  No,  doctor,  we  have 
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supped  already/  'Sopped  already?  tfaaf s ' impOMible I 
why,  'tis  not  eight  o'clock  yet.  That's  very  strange ;  but 
if  you  had  not  Supped,  I  must  have  got  something  for  yon. 
Let  me  see,  what  should  I  have  had  ?  A  couple  of  lob- 
sters ;  aye,  that  would  have  done  very  well;  two  shillings — 
tarts,  a  shilling :  but  you  will  drink  a  glass  of  wine  with 
me,  though  you  supped  so  much  before  your  usual  tim4 
only  to  spare  my  pocket?'  '  No,  we  had  rather  talk  with 
you  than  drink  with  you.'  *  But,  if  you  had  supped  with 
me,  as  in  all  reason  you  ought  to  have  done,  you  must  then 
have  drunk  with  me*  A  bottle  of  wine,  two  shillings — ^two 
and  two  is  four,  and  one  is  five :  just  two  and  sixpence 
apiece.  There,  Pope,  there's  half  a  crown  for  you,  and 
there's  another  for  you,  sir ;  for  I  won't  save  any  thing  by 
you,  I  am  determined.'  This  was  all  said  and  done  with 
his  usual  seriousness  on  such  occasions ;  and,  in  spite  of 
every  thing  we  could  say  to  the  contrary,  he  actually  obliged 
us  to  take  the  money." 

In  the  intercourse  of  familiar  life,|ie  indulged  his  dispo- 
sition to  petuli|Bce  and  sarcasm,^and  thought  himself  in- 
jured if  the  licentiousness  of  his  raillery,  the  freedom  of  his 
censures,  or  the  petulance  of  his  frolicks  was  resented  or 
repressed.  He  predominated  over  his  companions  with 
very  high  ascendency,  and,  probably,  would  bear  none 
ever  whom  he  could  not  predominate.  To  give  him  advice 
was,  in  the  style  of  his  friend  Delany,  **  to  venture  to  speak 
to  him."  This  customary  superiority  soon  grew  too  deli^ 
cate  for  truth ;  and  Swifl,  with  all  his  penetration,  allowed 
himself  to  be  delighted  with  low  flattery. 

On  all  common  occasions,  he  habitually  affects  a  style  of 
arrogance,  and  dictates  rather  than  persuades.  This  ain- 
thoritative  and  magisterial  language  he  eSLpeoted  to  be 
received  as  his  peculiar  mode  of  jocularity:  but  be^ 
apparently,  flattered  his  own  arrogance  by  an  assumed  im- 
periousness,  in  which  he  was  ironical  only  to  the  resentful, 
and  to  the  submissive  sufficiently  serious. 

He  told  stories  with  great  felicity,  and-  delighted  in 
doing  what  he  knew  himself  to  do  well ;  he  was,  therefore. 
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captivated  by  the  respeotfiil  silence  of  a  steady  listener, 
and  told  the  same  tales  too  often. 

He  did  not,  however,  claim  the  rigbt  of  talking  alone ; 
for  it  was  his  rule,  when  he  had  spoken  a  Qiinute,  to  give 
room,  by  a  pause,  for  any  other  speaker.  Of  time,  on  all 
occasions,  he  was  an  exact  computer,  and  knew  the  minutes 
required  to  every  common  operation. 

It  may  be  justly  supposed  that  there  was  in  his  conver- 
sation, what  appears  so  frequently  in  his  letters,  an  affec- 
tation of  familiarity  with  the  great,  an  ambition  of  momen^ 
tary  equality  sought  and  enjoyed  by  the  neglect  of  those 
ceremonies  which  custom  has  established  as  the  barriers 
between  one  order  of  society  and  another.  This  trans- 
gression of  regularity  was,  by  himself  and  his  admirers, 
termed  greatness  of  soul.  But  a  great  mind  disdains  to 
hold  any  thing  by  courtesy,  and,  thc^refore,  never  usurps 
what  a  lawful  claimant  may  take  away.  He  that  en- 
croaches on  another's  dignity,  puts  himself  in  his  power ; 
he  is  either  repelled  with  helpless  indignity,  or  endured  by 
clemency  and  condescension. 

Of  Swiff s  general  habits  of  thinking,  if  his  letters  can 
be  supposed  to  afford  any  evidence,  he  was  not  a  mac  to 
be  either  loved  or  envied.  He  seems  to  have  wasted  life 
in  discontent,  by  the  rage  of  neglected  pride,  and  the  lan- 
guishment  of  unsatisfied  desire.  He  is  querulous  and 
fastidious,  arrogant  and  malignant ;  he  scarcely  speaks  of 
himself  but  with  indignant  lamentations,  or  of  others  but 
with  insolent  superiority  when  he  is  gay,  and  with  angry 
contempt  when  he  is  gloomy.  From  the  letters  that  pass 
between  him  and  Pope  it  might  be  inferred  that  they, 
with  Arbuthnot  and  Gray,  had  engrossed  all  the  under- 
standing and  virtue  of  mankind;  that  their  merits  filled 
the  world;  or  that  there  was  no  hope  of  more.  ITiey 
show  the  age  involved  in  darkness,  and  shade  the  picture 
with  sullen  emulation. 

When  the  queen's  death  drove  him  into  Ireland,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  regret,  for  a  time,  the  interception  of 
his  views,  the  extinction  of  his  hopes,  and  his  ejection  from 
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gay  scenes,  important  employment,  and  splendid  friend- 
ships ;  but  when  time  had  enabled  reason  to  prevail  over 
vexation,  the  complaints  which  at  first  were  natural,  became 
ridiculous,  because  they  were  useless.  But  qnerulousness 
was  now  grown  habitual,  and  he  cried  out  when  he  pro- 
bably had  ceased  to  feel.  His  reiterated  wailings  per- 
suaded Bojingbroke  that  he  was  really  willing  to  quit  his 
deanery  for  an  English  parish ;  and  Bolingbroke  procured 
an  exchange,  which  was  rejected ;  and  Swift  still  retained 
the  pleasure  of  complaii^ng. 

The  greatest  difficulty  that  occurs,  in  analyzing  his  cha- 
racter, is  to  discover  by  what  depravity  of  intellect  he  took 
delight  in  revolving  ideas,  from  which  almost  every  other 
mind  shrinks  with  disgust.  The  ideas  of  pleasure,  even 
when  criminal,  may  solicit  the  imagination ;  but  what  has 
disease,  deformity,  and  filth,  upon  which  the  thoughts  can 
be  allured  to  dwell  ?  Delany  is  willing  to  think  that  Swift's 
mind  was  not  much  tainted  with  this  gross  corruption  be- 
fore his  long  visit  to  Pope.  He  does  not  consider  how  he 
degrades  his  hero,  by  making  him  at  fifty-nine  the  pupil  of 
turpitude,  and  liable  to  the  malignant  influence  of  an  as- 
cendant mind.  But  the  truth  is  that  Gulliver  had  described 
his  yahoos  before  the  visit ;  and  he  that  had  formed  those 
images  had  nothing  filthy  to  learn. 

I  have  here  given  the  character  of  Swift  as  he  exhibits 
himself  to  my  perception ;  but  now  let  another  be  heard 
who  knew  him  better.  Dr.  Delany,  after  long  acquaintance, 
describes  him  to  lord  Orrery  in  these  terms : 

**  My  lord,  when  you  consider  Swift's  singular,  peculiar, 
and  most  variegated  vein  of  wit,  always  intended  rightly, 
although  not  always  so  rightly  directed ;  delightful  in  many 
instances,  and  salutary  even  where  it  is  most  ofiensive : 
when  you  consider  his  strict  truth,  his  fortitude  in  resisting 
oppression  and  arbitrary  power ;  his  fidelity  in  friendship ; 
his  sincere  love  and  zeal  for  religion ;  his  uprightness  in 
making  right  resolutions,  and  his  steadiness  in  adhering  to 
them ;  his  care  of  his  church,  its  choir,  its  economy,  and  its 
income ;  his  attention  to  all  those  that  preached  in  his  ca- 
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thedraly  io  order  to  their  amendment  in  pronanoiation  and 
style ;  as  also  his  remarkable  attention  to  the  interest  of 
his  successors,  preferably  to  his  own  present  emoluments ; 
his  invincible  patriotism,  even  to  a  country  which  he  did 
not  love ;  his  very  various,  well-devised,  well-judged,  and 
extensive  charities,  throughout  his  life ;  and  his  whole  for- 
tune (to  say  nothing  of  his  wife's)  conveyed  to  the  same 
christian  purposes  at  his  death ;  charities,  from  which  he 
could  enjoy  no  honour,  advantage,  or  satisfaction  of  any 
kind  in  this  world ;  when  you  consider  his  ironical  and  hu- 
morous, as  well  as  his  serious  schemes,  for  the  promotion 
of  true  religion  and  virtue ;  his  success  in  soliciting  for  the 
first-fruits  and  twentieths,  to  the  unspeakable  benefit  of 
the  established  church  of  Ireland ;  and  his  felicity  (to  rate 
it  no  higher)  in  giving  occasion  to  the  building  of  fifty  new 
churches  in  London : 

"  All  this  considered,  the  character  of  his  life  will  ap- 
pear like  that  of  his  writings ;  they  will  both  bear  to  be  re- 
considered and  reexamined  with  the  utmost  attention,  and 
always  discover  new  beauties  and  excellencies  upon  every 
examination. 

*'  They  will  bear  to  be  considered  as  the  sun,  in  which 
the  brightness  will  hide  the  blemishes;  and  whenever 
petulant  ignorance,  pride,  malice,  malignity,  or  envy,  in- 
terposes to  cloud  or  sully  his  fame,  I  take  upon  me  to  pro- 
nounce, that  the  eclipse  will  not  last  long. 

"  To  conclude — No  man  ever  deserved  better  of  any 
country,  than  Swift  did  of  his ;  a  steady,  persevering,  in- 
flexible friend ;  a  wise,  a  watchful,  and  a  faithful  coun- 
sellor, under  many  severe  trials  and  bitter  persecutions,  to 
the  manifest  hazard  both  of  his  liberty  and  fortune. 

^'  He  lived  a  blessing,  he  died  a  benefactor,  and  his 
name  will  ever  live  an  honour  to  Ireland.*' 

In  the  poetical  works  of  Dr.  Swift,  there  is  not  much 
upon  which  the  critick  can  exercise  his  powers.  They  are 
often  humorous,  almost  always  light,  and  have  the  qualities 
which  recommend  such  compositions,  easiness  and  gaiety. 
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They  are,  for  the  most  part,  what  their  author  intended. 
The  diction  is  correct,  the  numbers  are  smooth,  and  the 
rhymes  exact.  There  seldom  occurs  a  hard-laboured  ex- 
pression, or  a  redundant  epithet ;  all  his  verses  exemplify 
his  own  definition  of  a  good  style,  they  consist  of  '*  proper 
words  in  proper  places.*' 

To  divide  this  collection  into  classes,  and  show  how  some 
pieces  are  gross,  and  some  are  trifling,  would  be  to  tell  the 
reader  what  he  knows  already,  and  to  find  faults  of  which 
the  author  could  not  be  ignorant,  who  certainly  wrote  often 
not  to  his  judgment,  but  hb  humour. 

It  was  said,  in  a  preface  to  one  of  the  Irish  editions,  that 
Swift  had  never  been  known  to  take  a  single  thought  from 
any  writer,  ancient  or  modern.  This  is  not  literally  true ; 
but,  perhaps,  no  writer  can  easily  be  found  that  has  bor- 
rowed so  little,  or  that,  in  all  his  excellencies  and  all  his 
defects,  has  so  well  maintained  his  claim  to  be  considered 
as  original. 
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William  Broomb  was  born  in  Cheshire,  as  is  said,  of 
very  mean  parents.  Of  the  place  of  his  birth,  or  the  first 
part  of  his  life,  I  have  not  been  able  to  gain  any  intelli- 
gence. He  was  educated  upon  the  foundation  at  Eton, 
and  was  captain  of  the  school  a  whole  year,  without  any 
vacancy,  by  which  he  might  have  obtained  a  scholarship 
at  King^s  college.  Being,  by  thb  delay,  such  as  is  said  to 
have  happened  very  rarely,  superannuated,  he  was  sent  to 
St.  John's  college,  by  the  contributions  of  his  friends, 
where  he  obtained  a  small  exhibition. 

At  his  college  he  lived  for  some  time  in  the  same 
chamber  with  the  well-known  Ford,  by  whom  I  have  for- 
merly heard  him  described  as  a  contracted  scholar  and  a 
mere  versifier,  unacquainted  with  life,  and  unskilful  in 
conversation.  His  addiction  to  metre  was  then  such,  that 
his  companions  familiarly  called  him  poet  When  he  had 
opportunities  of  mingling  with  mankind,  he  cleared  him- 
self, as  Ford  fikewise  owned,  from  great  part  of  his  scho- 
lastick  rust. 

He  appeared  early  in  the  world  as  a  translatcnr  of  the 
Iliads  into  prose,  in  conjunction  with  Ozell  and  Oldisworth. 
How  their  several  parts  were  distributed  is  not  known. 
This  is  the  translation  of  which  Ozell  boasted  as  superiour, 
in  Toland's  opinion,  to  that  of  Pope :  it  has  long  since 
vanished,  and  is  now  in  no  danger  from  the  criticks. 

He  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Pope,  who  was  then  visiting 
sir  John  Cotton,  at  Madingley,  near  Cambridge,  and  gained 
so  much  of  his  esteem,  that  he  was  employed,  I  believe, 
to  make  extracts  from  Eustathius  for  the  notes  to  the 
translation  of  the  Iliad;  and,  in  the  volumes  of  poetry 
pubrished  by  lintot,  commonly  called  Pope's  Miscellanies, 
many  of  his  early  pieces  were  inserted. 

Pope  and  Broome  were  to  be  yet  more  closely  con- 
nected.    When  the  success  of  the  Iliad  gave  encourage- 
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ment  to  a  version  of  the  Odyssey,  Pope,  weary  of  the  toil, 
called  Fen  ton  and  Broome  to  his  assistance ;  and,  taking 
only  half  the  work  npon  himself,  divided  the  other  half 
between  his  partners,  giving  four  books  to  Fenton,  and 
eight  to  Broome.  Fenton's  books  I  have  enumerated  in 
his  life ;  to  the  lot  of  Broome  fell  the  second,  sixth,  eighth, 
eleventh,  twelfth,  sixteenth,  eighteenth,  and  twenty-third, 
together  with  the  burden  of  writing  all  the  notes. 

As  this  translation  is  a  very  important  event  in  poetical 
history,  the  reader  has  a  right  to  know  upon  what  grounds 
I  establish  my  narration.  That  the  version  was  not  wholly 
Pope's,  was  always  known :  he  had  mentioned  the  assist- 
ance of  two  friends  in  his  proposals,  and,  at  the  end  of  the 
work,  some  account  is  given  by  Broome  of  their  different 
parts,  which,  however,  mentions  only  five  books  as  written 
by  the  coadjutors;  the  fourth  and  twentieth  by  Fenton; 
the  sixth,  the  eleventh,  and  the  eighteenth,  by  himself; 
though  Pope,  in  an  advertbement  prefixed  afterwards  to 
a  new  volume  of  his  works,  claimed  only  twelve.  A  na- 
tural curiosity  after  the  real  conduct  of  so  great  an  under- 
taking, incited  me  once  to  inquire  of  Dr.  Warburton,  who 
told  me,  in  his  warm  language,  that  he  thought  the  relation 
given  in  the  note  *'  a  lie  ;**  but  that  he  was  not  able  to 
ascertain  the  several  shares.  The  intelligence  which  Dr. 
Warburton  could  not  afford  me,  I  obtained  from  Mr. 
Langton,  to  whom  Mr.  Spence  had  imparted  it. 

The  price  at  which  Pope  purchased  this  assistance  was 
three  hundred  pounds  paid  to  Fenton,  and  five  hundred  to 
Broome,  with  as  many  copies  as  he  wanted  for  his  friends, 
which  amounted  to  one  hundred  more.  The  payment 
made  to  Fenton  I  know  not  but  by  hearsay ;  Broome's  is 
.  very  distinctly  told  by  Pope,  in  the  notes  to  the  Dunciad. 

It  is  evident,  that,  according  to  Pope's  own  estimate, 
Broome  was  unkindly  treated.  If  four  books  could  merit 
three  hundred  pounds,  eight,  and  all  the  notes,  equivalent, 
at  least,  to  four,  had  certainly  a  right  to  more  than  six.  ' 

Broome  probably  considered  himself  as  injured,  and 
there  was,  for  some  time,  more  than  coldness  between  him 
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and  his  employer.  He  always  spoke  of  Pope  as  too  mucb 
a  lover  of  money ;  and  Pope  pursued  him  with  avowed 
hostility ;  for  he  not  only  named  him  disrespectfully  in  the 
Dunciad,  but  quoted  him  more  than  once  in  the  Bathos, 
as  a  proficient  in  the  Art  of  Sinking ;  and  in  his  enumera- 
tion of  the  different  kinds  of  poets  distinguished  for  the 
profound,  he  reckons  Broome  among  ''  the  parrots  who  re- 
peat another^s  words  in  such  a  hoarse  odd  tone  as  makes 
them  seem  their  own."  I  have  been  told  that  they  were 
afterwards  reconciled;  but  I  am  afraid  their  peace  was 
without  friendship. 

He  afterwards  published  a  Miscellany  of  Poems,  which 
is  inserted,  with  corrections,  in  the  late  compilation. 

He  never  rose  to  a  very  high  dignity  in  the  church.  He 
was  some  time  rector  of  Sturston,  in  Suffolk,  where  he 
married  a  wealthy  widow ;  and  afterwards,  wheii  the  king 
visited  Cambridge,  1728,  became  doctor  of  laws.  He 
was,  in  August,  1728,  presented  by  the  crown  to  the  rec- 
tory of  Pulham,  in  Norfolk,  which  he  held  with  Oakley 
Magna,  in  Suffolk,  given  him  by  the  lord  Comwallis,  to 
whom  he  was  chaplain,  and  who  added  the  vicarage  of  Eye, 
in  Suffolk;  he  then  resigned  Pulham,  and  retained  the 
other  two. 

Towards  the  close  of  his  life  he  grew  again  poetical,  and 
amused  himself  with  translating  Odes  of  Anacreon,  which 
he  published  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  under  the 
name  of  Chester. 

He  died  at  Bath,  November  16, 1745,  and  was  buried 
in  the  abbey  church. 

Of  Broome,  though  it  cannot  be  said  that  he  was  a  great 
poet,  it  would  be  unjust  to  deny  that  he  was  an  excellent 
versifier ;  his  lines  are  smooth  and  sonorous,  and  his  dic- 
tion is  select  and  elegant.  His  rhymes  are  sometimes 
unsuitable ;  in  his  Melancholy,  he  makes  hreath  rhyme  to 
birth  in  one  place,  and  to  earth  in  another.  Those  faults 
occur  but  seldom ;  and  he  had  such  power  of  words  and 
numbers  as  fitted  him  for  translation ;  but,  in  his  original 
works,  recollection  seems  to  have  been  his  business  more 
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than  invention.  His  imitations  are  so  apparent,  that  it.is 
part  of  Us  reader's  employment  to  recall  the  verses  of 
some  former  poet.  Sometimes  he  copies  the  m9st  popular 
writers,  for  he  seems  scarcely  to  endeavour  at  conceal- 
ment; and  sometimes  he  picks  up  fragments  in  obscure 
comers.     His  lines  to  Fenton, 

Serene^  the  sting  of  pain  thy  thoughts  beguile^ 
And  make  afflictions  objects  of  a  smile^ 

brought  to  my  mind  some  lines  on  the  death  of  queen 
Mary>  written  by  Barnes,  of  whom  I  should  not  have  ex- 
pected to  find  an  imitator; 

But  thou>  O  muse !  whose  sweet  nepenthean  tongue 
Can  charm  the  pangs  of  death  with  deathless  song, 
Canst  stinging  plagues  with  easy  thoughts  beguile, 
Make  pains  and  tortures  objects  of  a  smile. 

To  detect  his  imitations  were  tedious  and  useless.  What 
he  takes  he  seldom  makes  worse;  and  he  cannot  be  justly 
thought  a  mean  man,  whom  Pope  chose  for  an  associate, 
and  whose  cooperation  was  considered  by  Pope's  enemies 
as  so  important,  that  he  was  attacked  by  Henley  with  this 
ludicrous  distich : 

Pope  came  off  dean  with  Homer ;  but  they  say 
Broome  went  before,  and  kindly. swept  the  way**. 

1  Henley's  joke  was  borrowed.  In  a  copy  of  verses,  entiUed  the  lime  Poets, 
preserved  in  a  miscellany  called  Choice  Drolleiy,  1656,  are  these  lines: 

Sent  by  Ben  Jonson,  as  some  authors  say. 

Broom  went  before,  and  kindly  swept  the  way.    J.  B. 
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Alkxandbr  Popb  was  born  in  London,  May  22, 16Si8, 
of  parents  whose  rank  or  station  was  never  ascertained : 
we  are  informed  that  they  were  of  *'  gentle  blood ;"  that  his 
father  was  of  a  family  of  which  the  earl  ofDowne  was  the 
head ;  and  that  his  mother  was  the  daughter  of  William 
Turner,  esquire,  of  York,  who  had,  likewise,  three  sons, 
one  of  whom  had  the  honour  of  being  killed,  and  the  other 
of  dying,  in  the  servipe  of  Charles  the  first ;  the  third  was 
made  a  general  officer  in  Spain,  from  whom  the  sister  in- 
herited what  sequestrations  and  forfeitures  had  leTt  in  the 
family. 

This,  and  this  only,  is  told  by  Pope ;  who  is  more  willing, 
as  I  have  heard  observed,  to  show  what  his  father  was  not, 
than  what  he  was.  It  is  allowed  that  he  grew  rich  by 
trade;  but  whether  in  a  Aof  or  on  the  exchange  was  never 
discovered  till  Mr.  Tyers  told,  on  the  authority  of  Mrs. 
Racket,  that  he  was  a  Uiieiidraper  in  the  Strand.  Both 
parents  were  papist^. 

Pope  was,  from  his  birth,  of  a  constitution  tender  and 
delicate ;  but  is  said  to  have  shown  ren^rkable  gentleness 
and  sweetness  of  diapositioa.  The  weakness  of  his  body 
continued  through  his  life  ^ ;  but  the  mildness  of  his  mind, 
perhaps,  ended  with  his  childhood'.  His  voice,  when 
he  was  young,  was  so  pleasing,  that  he  was  called,  ia 
fondness,  ''  tli^  little  nightingale." 

r  lliis  weakness  was  so  great  that  he  constant]/  wore  stays,  as  I  have  l^en 
assured  by  a  waterman  at  Twickenham,  who,  in  lifting  bim  into  his  boat,  had 
often  felt  them.  His  method  of  taking  the  air  on  the  water  was  to  have  a 
sedan  chair  in  the  boat,  in  which  he  sat  with  the  glasses  down.    H. 

•  This  opinion  is  warmly  controverted  by  Roscoe,  in  his  life  of  Pope ;  and, 
perhaps,  with  justice ;  for,  to  adopt  the  words  of  D'lsraeli,  "  Pope's  literary 
warfare  was  really  the  wars  of  his  poetical  ambition  more,  perhaps,  than  of  the 
petulance  and  strong  irritability  of  his  temper."  See  also  sir  Walter  ScottV 
Swift,  i.  S16.     Ed. 
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Being  not  sent  early  to  school,  he  was  taught  to  read  by 
ao  aunt ;  and  when  he  was  seven  or  eight  years  old,  be- 
came a  lover  of  books.  He  first  learned  to  write  by  imi- 
tating printed  books ;  a  species  of  penmanship  in  which 
he  retained  great  excellence  through  his  whole  life,  though 
his  ordinary  hand  was  not  elegant  ^ 

When  he  was  about  eight,  he  was  placed  in  Hampshire, 
under  Tavemer  ",  a  Romish  priest,  who,  by  a  method  very 
rarely  practised,  taught  him  the  Greek  and  Latin  rudi- 
ments together.  He  was  now  first  regularly  initiated  in 
poetry  by  the  perusal  of  Ogilby's  Homer,  and  Sandys^s 
Ovid.  Ogilby's  assistance  he  never  repaid  with  any 
praise ;  but  of  Sandys  he  declared,  in  his  notes  to  the 
Iliad,  that  English  poetry  owed  much  of  its  present  beauty 
to  his  translations.  Sandys  very  rarely  attempted  ori- 
ginal composition. 

From  the  care  of  Tavemer,  under  whom  his  proficiency 
was  considerable,  he  was  removed  to  a  school  at  Twyford, 
near  Winchester,  and  again  to  another  school  about  Hyde- 
park  Comer ;  from  which  he  used  sometimes  to  stroll  to 
the  playhouse:  and  was  so. delighted  with  theatrical  ex- 
hibitions, that  he  formed  a  kind  of  play  from  Ogilby's 
Iliad,  with  some  verses  of  his  own  intermixed,  which  he 
persuaded  his  schoolfelloVs  to  act,  with  the  addition  of 
his  master's  gardener,  who  personated  Ajax. 

At  the  two  last  schools  he  used  to  represent  himself  as 
having  lost  part  of  what  Tavemer  had  taught  him ;  and 
on  his  master  at  Twyford  he  had  ahready  exercised  his 
poetry  in  a  lampoon.  Yet  under  those  masters  he  trans- 
lated more  than  a  fourth  part  of  the  Metamorphoses.  If 
he  kept  the  same  proportion  in  his  other  exercises,  it  can- 
not be  thought  that  his  loss  was  great. 

He  tells  of  himself,  in  his  poems,  that,  ''  he  lisp'd  in 

*  This  is  incorrect ;  his  ordinary  hand  was  certainly  neat  and  elegant.  I 
have  some  of  it  now  before  me.    M. 

*■  Pope's  first  instructer  is  repeatedly  mentioned  by  Spence  under  the  name 
of  Banister,  and  described  as  the  family  priest.  Spence's  Anecd.  259.  283. 
Singer's  edit.    Roscoe'sPope»  i.  11.    £o. 
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untnbers  ;**  and  used  to  say  that  he  conid  not  remember 
the  time  when  he  begau  to  make  verses.  In  the  style  of 
fiction  it  might  have  been  said  of  him  as  of  Pindar>  that 
when  he  lay  in  his  cradle,  "  the  bees  swarmed  about  his 
mouth." 

About  the  time  of  the  revolution,  his  father,  who  was 
undoubtedly  disappointed  by  the  sudden  blast  of  Popish 
prosperity,  quitted  his  trade,  and  retired  to  Binfield,  in 
Windsor  forest,  with  about  twenty  thousand  pounds ;  for 
which,  being  conscientiously  determined  not  to  entrust  it  to 
the  government,  he  found  no  better  use  than  that  of  lock- 
ing it  up  in  a  chest,  and  taking  from  it  what  his  expenses 
required ;  and  his  life  was  long  enough  to  consume  a  great 
part  of  it,  before  his  son  came  to  the  inheritance. 

To  Binfield  Pope  was  called  by  his  father,  when  he  was 
about  twelve  years  old;  and  there  he  had,  for  a  few 
months,  the  assistance  of  one  Deane,  another  priest,  of 
whom  he  learned  only  to  construe  a  little  of  Tully's 
OfiSces.  How  Mr,  Deane  could  spend,  with  a  boy  who 
had  translated  so  much  of  Ovid,  some  months  over  a  small 
part  of  Tully's  Offices,  it  is  now  vain  to  inquire. 

Of  a  youth  so  successfully  employed,  and  so  conspicuously 
improved,  a  minute  account  must  be  naturally  desired : 
but  curiosity  must  be  contented  with  confused,  imperfect,  ( 
and,  sometimes,  improbable  intelligence.  Pope,  finding 
little  advantage  from  external  help,  resolved,  thencefor- 
ward, to  direct  himself,  and  at  twelve  formed  a  plan  of 
study,  which  he  completed  with  little  other  incitement 
than  the  desire  of  excellence. 

His  primary  and  principal  purpose  was  to  be  a  poet, 
with  which  his  father  accidentally  concurred,  by  proposing 
subjects,  and  obliging  him  to  correct  his  performances  by 
many  revisals ;  after  which  the  old  gentleman,  when  he 
was  satisfied,  would  say,  "  these  are  good  rhymes.** 

In  his  perusal  of  the  English  poets  he  soon  distinguished 
the  versification  of  Dryden,  which  he  considered  as  the 
model  to  be  studied,  and  was  impressed  with  such  vene- 
ration for  hb  instructor,  that  he  persuaded  some  friends  to 
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take  hiBi  to  the  coffee-honse  which  Dryden  frequented, 
and  pleased  himself  with  haying  seen  him. 

Dryden  died  May  1,  1701,  some  days  before  Pope  was 
twelve';  so  early  must  he»  therefore,  have  felt  the  power 
of  harmony,  and  the  zeal  of  genius.  Who  does  not  wish 
that  Dryden  could  have  known  the  value  of  the  homage 
that  was  paid  him,  and  foreseen  the  greatness  of  his  young 
admirer? 

The  earliest  of  Pope's  productions  is  his  Ode  on  Soli- 
tude, written  before  he  was  twelve,  in  which  there  is 
nothing  more  than  other  forward  boys  have  attained,  and 
which  is  not  equal  to  Cowley's  performances  at  the  same 
age. 

His  time  was  now  wholly  spent  in  reading  and  writing. 
As  he  read  the  classicks,  he  amused  himself  with  trans- 
lating them ;  and,  at  fourteen,  made  a  version  of  the  first 
book  of  the  Thebais,  which,  with  some  revision,  he  after- 
wards published.  He  must  have  been,  at  this  time,  if  he 
bad  no  help,  a  considerable  proficient  in  the  Latin  tongue. 

By  Dryden's  Fables,  which  had  then  been  not  long 
published,  and  were  much  in  the  hands  of  poetical  readers, 
be  was  tempted  to  try  his  own  skill  in  giving  Chaucer  a 
more  fashionable  appearance,  and  put  January  and  May, 
and  the  I^ologue  of  the  Wife  of  Bath,  into  modern  Eng- 
lish. He  translated,  likewise,  the  epistle  of  Sappho  to 
PhaoB,  from  Ovid,  to  complete  the  version  which  was  be- 
fore imperfect ;  and  wrote  some  other  small  pieces,  which 
he  afterwards  printed. 

He  sometimes  imitated  the  English  poets,  and  professed 
to  have  written  at  fourteen,  hb  poem  upon  Silence,  after 
Rochester's  Nothing.  He  had  now  formed  his  versifica- 
tion, and  in  the  smoothness  of  his  numbers  surpassed  the 
original :  but  this  is  a  small  part  of  his  praise ;  he  dis- 
covers such  acquaintance  both  with  human  life  and  pub- 
lick  afiairs,  as  is  not  easily  conceived  to  have  been  attain- 
able by  a  boy  of  fourteen  in  Windsor  forest. 

Next  year  he  was  desirous  ot  opening  to  himself  new 

«  DrjdeD  died  May  1,  1700,  a  year  earlier  than  Johnson  supposed.    M. 
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sources  of  knowledge,  by  making  himielf  acquainted  with 
modern  languages ;  and  removed,  for  a  time,  to  London, 
that  he  might  study  French  and  Italian,  which,  as  he  de- 
sired nothing  more  than  to  read  them,  were,  by  diligent 
application,  soon  despatched.  Of  Italian  learning  he  does 
not  appear  to  have  ever  made  much  use  in  his  subsequent 
studies. 

He  then  returned  to  Binfield,  and  delighted  himself 
with  his  own  poetry.  He  tried  all  styles,  and  many  sub* 
jects.  He  wrote  a  comedy,  a  tragedy,  an  epick  poem, 
with  panegyricks  on  all  the  princes  of  Europe ;  and,  as  he  » 
confesses,  **  thought  himself  the  greatest  genius  that  ever 
was."  Self-confidence  is  the  first  requisite  to  great  un-  \ 
dertakipg^.  He,  indeed,  who  forms  his  opinion  of  himself 
in  solitude,  without  knowing  the  powers  of  other  men,  is 
very  liable  to  errour;  but  it  was  the  felicity  of  Pope  to 
rate  himself  at  his  real  value.  / 

Most  of  his  puerile  productions  were,  by  his  maturer 
judgment,  afterwards  destroyed;  Alcander,  the  epick  poem, 
was  burnt  by  the  persuasion  of  Atterbury.  -  The  tragedy 
was  founded  on  tho^  legend  of  St.  Genevieve.  Of  thie 
comedy  there  is  no  account. 

Concerning  his  studies  it  is  related,  that  he  translated 
TuUy  on  pld  Age ;  and  that,  besides  his  books  of  poetry 
and  criticism,  he  read  Temple's  Essays  and  Locke  on  / 
Human  Understanding.  His  reading,  though  his  favourite 
authors  are  not  known,  appears  to  have  been  suflSoiently 
extensive  and  multifarious ;  for  his  early  pieces  show,  with 
sufficient  evidence,  his  knowledge  of  books. 

He  that  is  pleased  with  himself  easily  imagines  that  he 
shall  please  others.  Sir  William  Trumbull,  who  had  been 
ambassador  at  Constantinople,  and  secretary  of  state,  when 
he  retired  from  business,  fixed  his  residence  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Binfield.  Pope,  not  yet  sixteen,  was  intro- 
duced to  the  statesman  of  sixty,  and  so  distingpiished  him- 
self, that  their  interviews  ended  in  friendship  and  corre*- 
spondeuce.  Pope  was,  through  his  whole  life,  ambitious  of 
splendid  acquaintance;    and  he   seems   to  have  wanted 
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neither  diligence  nor  success  in  attracting  the  notice  of  the 
great;  for,  from  his  first  entrance  into  the  world,  and  his 
entrance  was  very  early,  he  was  admitted  to  familiarity 
with  those  whose  rank  or  station  made  them  most  con- 
spicuous. 

From  the  age  of  sixteen  the  life  of  Pope,  as  an  author, 
may  be  properly  computed.  He  now  wrote  his  Pastorals, 
which  were  shown  to  the  poets  and  criticks  of  that  time ; 
as  they  well  deserved,  they  were  read  with  admiration, 
and  many  praises  were  bestowed  upon  them  and  upon 
the  preface,  which  is  both  elegant  and  learned  in  a  high 
degree:  they  were,  however,  not  published  till  five  years 
afterwards. 

Cowley,  Milton,  and  Pope,  are  distinguished  among  the 
English  poets  by  the  early  exertion  of  their  powers ;  but 
the  works  of  Cowley  alone  were  published  in  his  childhood, 
and,  therefore,  of  him  only  can  it  be  certain  that  his  puerile 
performances  received  no  improvement  from  his  maturer 
studies. 

At  this  time  began  his  acquaintance  with  Wycherley,  a 
man  who  seems  to  have  had  among  his  contemporaries  his 
full  share  of  reputation,  to  have  been  esteemed  without 
virtue,  and  caressed  without  good-humour.  Pope  was 
proud  of  his  notice ;  Wycherley  wrote  verses  in  his  praise, 
which  he  was  charged  by  Dennis  with  writing  to  himself, 
and  they  agreed  for  awhile  to  flatter  one  another.  It  is 
pleasant  to  remark  how  soon  Pope  learned  the  cant  of  an 
author,  and  began  to  treat  criticks  with  contempt,  though 
he  had  yet  suffered  nothing  from  them. 

But  the  fondness  of  Wycherley  was  too  violent  to  last. 
His  esteem  of  Pope  was  such,  that  he  submitted  some 
poems  to  his  revision ;  and  when  Pope,  perhaps  proud  of 
such  confidence,  was  sufficiently  bold  in  his  criticisms,  and 
liberal  in  his  alterations,  the  old  scribbler  was  angry  to  see 
his  pages  defaced,  and  felt  more  pain  from  the  detection 
than  t^ontent  from  the  amendment  of  his  faults.  They 
parted ;  but  Pope  always  considered  him  with  kindness, 
and  visited  him  a  little  time  before  he  died. 
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Another  of  his  early  correspondents  was  Mr.  Cromwell, 
of  whom  T  have  learned  nothing  particular,  bat  that  he 
used  to  ride  a  hunting  in  a  tie-wig.  He  was  fond,  and 
perhaps  vain,  of  amusing  himself  with  poetry  and  criticism ; 
and  sometimes  sent  his  performances  to  Pope,  who  did  not 
forbear  such  remarks  as  were  now  and  then  unwelcome. 
Pope,  in  his  turn,  put  the  juvenile  version  of  Statins  into 
his  hands  for  correction. 

Their  correspondence  afforded  the  publick  its  first  know* 
ledge  of  Pope's  epistolary  powers;   for  his  letters  were 
given  by  Cromwell  to  one  Mrs.  Thomas ;  and  she,  many 
years  afterwards,  sold  them  to  Curll,  who  inserted  them  in 
a  volume  of  his  miscellanies. 

Walsh,  a  name  yet  preserved  among  the  minor  poets, 
was  one  of  his  first  encouragers.  His  regard  was  gained 
by  the  Pastorals,  and  from  him  Pope  received  the  counsel 
by  which  he  seems  to  have  regulated  his  studies.  Walsh 
advised  him  to  correctness,  which,  as  he  told  him,  the 
English  poets  had  hitherto  neglected,  and  which,  therefore, 
was  left  to  him  as  a  basis  of  fame ;  and  being  delighted 
with  rural  poems,  recommended  to  him  to  write  a  pastoral 
comedy,  like  those  which  are  read  so  eagerly  in  Italy ;  a 
design  which  Pope  probably  did  not  approve,  as  he  did  not 
follow  it. 

Pope  had  now  declared  himself  a  poet ;  and  thinking 
himself  entitied  to  poetical  conversation,  began,  at  seven- 
teen, to  frequent  Will's,  a  coffee-house  on  the  north  side  of 
Russel-street  in  Covent-gardeu,  where  the  wits  of  that 
time  used  to  assemble,  and  where  Dryden  had,  when  he 
lived,  been  accustomed  to  preside. 

During  this  period  of  his  life,  he  was  indefatigably  dili-r 
gent,  and  insatiably  curious ;  wanting  health  for  violent, 
and  money  for  expensive  pleasures,  and  having  excited  in 
himself  very  strobg  desires  of  intellectual  eminence,  he 
spent  much  of  his  time  over  his  books ;  but  he  read  only  - 
to  store  his  mind  with  facts  and  images,  seizing  all  that  his 
authors  presented  with  undistinguishing  voracity,  and  with 
an  appetite  for  knowledge  too  eager  to  be  nice.    In  a  mind 
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like  hts,  however,  all  the  facaliies  were  at  once  involun- 
tarily improving.  Judgment  is  forced  upon  us  by  experi- 
ence. He  that  reads  many  books  must  compare  one  opinion 
or  one  style  with  another ;  and,  when  he  compares,  must 
necessarily  distinguish,  reject,  and  prefer.  But  the  ac- 
count given  by  himself  of  his  studies  was,  that  from  fourteen 
to  twenty  he  read  only  for  amiTsement,  from  twenty  to 
twenty-seven  for  improvement  and  instruction ;  that  in  the 
first  part  of  this  time  he  desired  only  to  know,  and  in  the 
second  he  endeavoured  to  judge. 

The  Pastorals,  which  had  been,  for  some  time,  handed 
about  among  poets  and  criticks,  were  at  last  printed,  1709, 
in  Tonson*s  Miscellany,  in  a  volume  which  began  with  the 
Pastords  of  Philips,  and  etided  with  those  of  Pope. 

The  same  year  was  written  the  Essay  on  Criticism ;  a 
woriL  which  displays  such  extent  of  comprehension,  such 
nicety  of  distinction,  such  acquaintance  with  mankind,  and 
such  knowledge  both  of  ancient  and  modem  learning,  as 
are  not  often  attained  by  the  matnrest  age  and  longest  ex^ 
perience.  It  was  published  about  two  years  afterwards  t 
and,  being  praised  by  Addison  in  the  Spectator '  with  suf- 
ficient liberality,  met  with  so  nrach  favour  as  enraged 
Dennis,  '*  who,*'  he  says,  **  found  himself  attacked,  without 
any  manner  of  provocation  on  his  side,  and  attacked  in  his 
person,  instead  of  his  writings,  by  one  who  was  wholly  a 
stranger  to  him,  at  a  time  when  all  the  world  knew  he  was 
persecuted  by  fortune ;  and  not  only  saw  that  this  was  at- 
tempted in  a  clandestine  manner,  with  the  utmost  false- 
hood and  calumny,  but  found  that  all  this  was  done  by  a 
little  affected  hypocrite,  who  had  nothing  in  his  mouth  at 
the  same  time  but  truth,  candour,  friendship,  good-nature, 
humanity,  and  magnanimity.'* 

How  the  attack  was  clandestine  is  not  easily  perceived, 
nor  how  his  person  is  depreciated ;  but  he  seems  to  have 
known  something  of  Pope's  character,  in  whom  may  be 


y  No.  253.    Bat,  according  to  Dr.  Warton,  Pope  was  displeased  at  one  pas- 
sage, in  which  Addison  censures  the  admission  of  **  some  strokes  of  ill-nature." 
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diMOfered  an  appetite  to  talk  too  frequeotljr  of  his  own 
virtues.   • 

The  pamphlet  is  such  as  rage  might  be  expected  to 
'  dictate.  He  supposes  himself  to  be  asked  two  questions ; 
whether  the  essay  will  succeed,  and  who  or  what  is  the 
author. 

Its  success  he  admits  to  be  secured  by  the  false  opinions 
then  prevalent :  the  author  he  concludes  to  be  "  young 
and  raw.** 

'*  First,  because  he  discovers  a  sufficiency  beyond  his 
little  ability,  and  hath  rashly  undertaken  a  task  infinitely 
above  his  force.  Secondly,  while  this  little  author  stmts, 
and  affects  the  dictatorian  air,  he  plainly  shows,  that  at 
the  same  time  he  is  under  the  rod ;  and,  while  be  pretends 
to  give  laws  to  others,  is  a  pedantick  slave  to  authority  and 
opinion.  Thirdly,  he  hath,  like  schoolboys,  borrowed  both 
from  living  and  dead.  Fourthly,  he  knows  not  his  own 
mind,  and  frequently  contradicts  himself.  Fifthly,  he  is 
almost  perpetually  in  the  wrong.*' 

All  these  positions  he  attempts  to  prove  by  quotations 
and  remarks ;  but  his  desire  to  do  mischief  is  greater  than 
his  power..  He  has,  however,  justly  criticised  some  pas- 
sages :  in  these  lines. 

There  are  whom  heav'n  has  bless'd  with  store  of  wit> 
Yet  want  as  much  again  to  manage  it; 
For  wit  and  judgment  ever  are  at  strife — 

it  is  apparent,  that  wit  has  two  meanings ;  and  that  what  I 
is  wanted,  though  called  wit,  is,  truly,  judgment.  So  far) 
Dennis  is  undoubtedly  right ;  but,  not  content  with  argu- 
ment, he  will  have  a  little  mirth,  and  triumphs  over  the 
first  couplet  in  terms  too  elegant  to  be  forgotten.  "  By 
the  way,  what  rare  numbers  are  here !  Would  not  one 
swear  that  this  youngster  had  espoused  some  antiquated 
muse,  who  had  sued  out  a  divorce  on  account  of  impo- 
tence from  some  superannuated  sinner ;  and,  having  been 
p — ^xed  by  her  former  spouse,  has  got  the  gout,  in  her  de- 
crepit age,  which  makes  her  hobble  so  damnably  ?"    This 
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was  the  man  who  would  refonn  a  nation  sinking  into  bar- 
barity. 

In  another  place  Pope  himself  allowed,  that  Dennis  had 
detected  one  of  those  blunders,  which  are  called  *'  bulls."* 
The  first  edition  had  this  line : 

What  is  this  wit — 
\ Where  wanted,  scorn'd ;  and  envied,  where  aoquir'd  ? 

^*  How,**  says  the  critick,  "  can  wit  be  scom*d  where  it  is 
not?  Is  not  this  a  figure  frequently  employed  in  Hibernian 
land?  The  person  that  wants  this  wit  may,  indeed,  be 
scorned,  but  the  scorn  shows  the  honour  which  the  con- 
temner has  for  wit.**  Of  this  remark  Pope  made  the  pro- 
per use,  by  correcting  the  passage. 

I  have  preserved,  I  think,  all  that  is  reasonable  in  Den- 
nis's criticism ;  it  remains,  that  justice  be  done  to  his  deli- 
cacy. **  For  his  acquaintance,"  says  Dennis,  *'  he  names 
Mr.  Walsh,  who  had  by  no  means  the  qualification  which 
this  author  reckons  absolutely  necessary  to  a  critick,  it 
being  very  certain  that  he  was,  like  this  essayer,  a  very 
iodifierent  poet ;  he  loved  to  be  well  dressed ;  and  I  re- 
member a  little  young  gentleman,  whom  Mr.  Walsh  used 
to  take  into  his  company,  as  a  double  foil  to  his  person 
and  capacity.  Inquire,  between  Sunninghill  and  Oaking- 
ham,  for  a  young,  short,  squab  gentleman,  the  very  bow  of 
the  god  of  love,  and  tell  me,  whether  he  be  a  proper  au- 
thor to  make  personal  reflections  ?  He  may  extol  the  an- 
cients, but  he  has  reason  to  thank  the  gods  that  he  was 
born  a  modem ;  for  had  he  been  born  of  Grecian  parents, 
and  his  father,  consequently,  had,  by  law,  had  the  absolute 
disposal  of  him,  his  life  had  been  no  longer  than  that  of 
one  of  his  poems,  the  life  of  half  a  day.  Let  the  person 
of  a  gentleman  of  his  parts  be  never  so  contemptible,  his 
inward  man  is  ten  times  more  ridiculous ;  it  being  impos- 
sible that  his  outward  form,  though  it  be  that  of  a  down- 
right monkey,  should  differ  so  much  from  human  shape,  as 
his  unthinking,  immaterial  part  does  from  human  under- 
standing."   Thus  began  the  hostility  between  Pope  and 
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Dennis,  which,  though  it  was  suspended  for  a  short  time, 
never  was  appeased.  Pope  seems,  at  first,  to  have  at- 
tacked him  wantonly ;  but,  though  he  always  professed  to 
despise  him,  he  discovers,  by  mentioning  him  very  often, 
that  he  felt  his  force  or  his  venom. 

Of  this  essay  Pope  declared,  that  he  did  not  expect 
the  sale  to  be  quick,  because  ''  not  one  gentleman  in 
sixty,  even  of  liberal  education,  could  understand  it." 
The  gentlemen,  and  the  education  of  that  time,  seem  to 
have  been  of  a  lower  character  than  they  are  of  this.  He 
mentioned  a  thousand  copies  as  a  numerous  impression. 

Dennis  was  not  his  only  censnrer :  the  zealous  papists 
thought  the  monks  treated  with  too  much  contempt,  and 
Erasmus  too  studiously  praised ;  but  to  these  objections  he 
had  not  much  regard. 

The  essay  has  been  translated  into  French  by  Hamil- 
ton, author  of  the  Comte  de  Grammont,  whose  version  was 
never  printed,  by  Robotham,  secretary  to  the  king  for 
Hanover,  and  by  Resuel ;  and  commented  by  Dr.  Warbur- 
ton,  who  has  discovered  in  it  such  order  and  connexion  as 
was  not  perceived  by  Addison,  nor,  as  is  said,  intended  by 
the  author. 

Almost  every  poem,  consisting  of  precepts,  is  so  far  ar- 
bitrary and  immethodical,  that  many  of  the  paragraphs  may 
change  places  with  no  apparent  inconvenience :  for  of  two 
or  more  positions,  depending  upon  some  remote  and  gene- 
ral principle,  there  is  seldom  any  cogent  reason  why  one 
should  precede  the  other.  But  for  the  order  in  which  they 
stand,  whatever  it  be,  a  little  ingenuity  may  easily  give  a 
reason.  "  It  is  possible,*'  says  Hooker,  '*  that,  by  long  cir- 
cumduction, from  any  one  truth  all  truth  may  be  inferred.*' 
Of  all  homogeneous  truths,  at  least  of  all  truths  respecting 
the  same  general  end,  in  whatever  series  they  may  be  pro- 
duced, a  concatenation  by  intermediate  ideas  may  be 
formed,  such  as,  when  it  is  once  shown,  shall  appear  natu- 
ral ;  but  if  this  order  be  reversed,  another  mode  of  con- 
nexion equally  specious  maybe  found  or  made.  Aristotle  is 
praised  for  naming  fortitude  first  of  the  cardinal  virtues,  as 
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that  without  which  no  other  virtue  can  steadily  be  prac- 
tised; but  he  itoigbt,  with  equal  propriety,  have  placed 
prudence  and  justice  before  it;  since  without  prudence, 
fortitude  b  mad ;  without  justice,  it  is  mischievous. 

As  the  end  of  method  is  perspicuity,  that  series  is  suffi- 
ciently regular  that  avoids  obscurity ;  and  where  there  is 
no  obscurity,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  discover  method. 
.^'  In  the  Spectator  was  published  the  Messiah,  which  he 
first  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  Steele,  and  corrected  in 
compliance  with  his  criticisms. 

It  is  reasonable  to  infer,  from  his  letters,  that  the  verses 
X    on  the  Unfortunate  Lady  were  written  about  the  time 
when  bis  Essay  was  published.     The  lady's  name  and  ad- 
ventures I  have  sought  with  fraitless  inquiry ''. 

I  can,  therefore,  tell  no  more  than  I  have  learned  from 
Mr.  Ruff  bead,  who  writes  with  the  confidence  of  one  who 
could  trust  his  information.  She  was  a  woman  of  eminent 
rank  and  large  fortune,  the  ward  of  an  uncle,  who,  having 
given  her  a  proper  education,  expected,  like  other  guar- 
dians, that  she  should  make,  at  least,  an  equal  match ;  and 
such  he  proposed  to  her,  but  found  it  rejected  in  favour  of 
a  young  gentleman  of  inferiour  condition. 

Having  discovered  the  correspondence  between  the  two 
lovers,  and  finding  the  young  lady  determined  to  abide  by 
her  own  choice,  he  supposed  that  separation  might  do  what 
can  rarely  be  done  by  arguments,  and  sent  her  into  a  fo- 
reign country,  where  she  was  obliged  to  converse  only  with 
those  from  whom  her  uncle  had  nothing  to  fear. 

Her  lover  took  care  to  repeat  his  vows ;  but  his  letters 
were  intercepted  and  carried  to  her  guardian,  who  directed 
her  to  be  watched  with  still  greater  vigilance,  till  of  this 
restraint  she  grew  so  impatient,  that  she  bribed  a  woman 
servant  to  procure  her  a  sword,  which  she  directed  to  her 
heart. 

From  this  account,  given  with  evident  intention  to  raise 
the  lady's  character,  it  does  not  appear  that  she  hfid  any 

'  See  Gent.  Mag.  vol.  li.  p.  314.  N.  See  the  subject  very  fully  discussed 
in  Rotcoe's  lift  of  Pdpe,  i.  86,  and  following  pages. 
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cladm  to  praise,  nor  much  to  compassioD.  She  teenu  to 
have  been  impatient,  violent,  and  ungovernable.  Her 
uncle's  power  oonld  not  have  lasted  long;  the  hour  of 
liberty  and  choice  would  have  come  in  time.  But  her  de- 
sires were  too  hot  for  delay,  and  she  Uked  self-murder 
better  than  suspense. 

Nor  is  it  discovered  that  the  unde,  whoever  he  was,  is 
with  much  justice  delivered  to  posterity  as  ''  a  false  guar- 
dian ;*'  he  seems  to  have  done  only  that  for  which  a  guardian 
is  appointed :  he  endeavoured  to  ^rect  his  niece  till  she 
should  be  able  to  direct  herself.  Poetry  has  not  often 
been  worse  employed  than  in  dignifying  the  amorous  fury 
of  a  raving  girl. 

Not  long  after,  he  wrote  the  Rape  of  the  Lock,  the  most 
airy,  the  most  ingenious,  and  the  most  delightful  of  all  his 
compositions,  occasioned  by  a  frdick  of  gallantry,  rather 
too  familiar,  in  which  lord  Petre  cut  off  a  lock  of  Mrs. 
Arabella  Fermor's  hair.  This,  whether  stealth  or  violence, 
was  so  much  resented,  that  the  commerce  of  the  two  fami- 
lies, before  very  friendly,  was  interrupted.  Mr.  Caryl,  a 
gentleman  who,  being  secretary  to  king  James's  queen, 
had  followed  his  mistress  into  France,  and  who,  being  the 
author  of  Sir  Solomon  Single,  a  comedy,  and  some  transla- 
tions, was  entitled  to  the  notice  of  a  wit,  solicited  Pope  to 
endeavour  a  reconciliation  by  a  ludicrous  poem,  which 
might  bring  both  the  parties  to  a  better  temper.  In  com- 
pliance with  Caryl's  request,  though  his  name  was  for  a 
long  time  marked  only  by  the  first  and  last  letters,  C — I,  a 
poem  of  two  cantos  was  written,  1711,  as  is  said,  in  a  fort- 
night, and  sent  to  the  offended  Udy,  who  liked  it  well 
enough  to  show  it ;  and,  with  the  usual  process  of  literary 
transactions,  the  author,  dreading  a  surreptitious  edition, 
w&s  forced  to  publish  it.- 

The  event  is  said  to  have  been  such  as  was  desired,  the 
pacification  and  diversion  of  all  to  whom  it  related,  except 
sir  George  Brown,  who  complained,  with  some  bitterness, 
that,  in  the  character  of  sir  Plume,  he  was  made  to  talk 
nonsense.     Whether  all  thb  be  true  I  have  some  doubt ; 
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for  at  Paris,  a  few  years  ago,  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Fermor,  who 
presided  in  an  English  convent,  mentioned  Pope's  work 
with  very  little  gratitude,  rather  as  an  insult  than  an  ho- 
nour ;  and  she  may  be  supposed  to  have  inherited  the  opi- 
nion of  her  fcunily. 

At  its  first  appearance  it  was  termed,  by  Addison,  ^^  me- 
rum  sal."  Pope,  however,  saw  that  it  was  capable  of  im- 
provement; and,  having  luckily  contrived  to  borrow  his 
machinery  from  the  Rosicrucians,  imparted  the  scheme 
with  which  his  head  was  teeming  to  Addison,  who  told  him 
that  his  work,  as  it  stood,  was  **  a  delicious  little  thing,^ 
and  gave  him  no  encouragement  to  retouch  it. 

This  has  been  too  hastily  considered  as  an  instance  of 
Addison's  jealousy ;  for,  as  he  could  not  guess  the  con- 
duct of  the  new  design,  or  the  possibilities  of  pleasure 
comprised  in  a  fiction,  of  which  there  had  been  no  exam- 
ples, he  might  very  reasonably  and  kindly  persuade  the 
authoc  to  acquiesce  in  his  own  prosperity,  and  forbear  an 
attempt  which  he  considered  as  an  unnecessary  hazard. 

Addison's  counsel  was  happily  rejected.  Pope  foresaw 
the  future  efflorescence  of  imagery  then  budding  in  his 
mind,  and  resolved  to  spare  no  art,  or  industry  of  cul- 
tivation. The  soft  luxuriance  of  his  fancy  was  already 
shooting,  and  all  the.  gay  varieties  of  diction  were  ready 
at  his  hand  to  colour  and  embellish  it. 

His  attempt  was  justified  by  its  success.  The  Rape  of 
the  Lock  stands  forward,  in  the  classes  of  literature,  as 
the  most  exquisite  example  of  ludicrous  poetry.  Berkeley 
congratulated  him  upon  the  display  of  powers  more  truly 
poetical  than  he  had  shown  before ;  with  elegance  of  de- 
scription and  justness  of  precepts,  he  had  now  exhibited 
boundless  fertility  of  invention. 

He  always  considered  the  intermixture  of  the  machinery 
with  the  action  as  his  most  successful  exertion  of  poetical 
art.  He,  indeed,  could  never  afterwards  produce  any 
thing  of  such  unexampled  excellence.  Those  perform- 
ances, which  strike  with  wonder,  are  combinations  of  skilful 
genius  with  happy  casualty ;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  any 
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felicity,  like  the  discovery  of  a  new  race  of  preternatural 
agents,  should  happen  twice  to  the  same  man. 

Of  this  poem,  the  author  was,  I  think,  allowed  to  enjoy 
the  praise  for  a  long  time  without  disturbance.  Miany 
years  afterwards  Dennis  published  some  remarks  upon  it, 
with  very  little  force,  and  with  no  effect ;  for  the  opinion 
of  the  publick  was  already  settled,  and  it  was  no  longer  at 
the  mercy  of  criticism. 

About  this  time  he  published  the  Temple  of  Fame, 
which,  as  he  tells  Steele  in  their  correspondence,  he  had 
written  two  years  before;  that  is,  when  he  was  only 
twenty-two  years  old,  an  early  time  of  life  for  so  much 
learning  and  so  much  observation  as  that  work  exhibits. 

On  this  poem  Dennis  afterwards  published  some  re- 
marks, of  which  the  most  reasonable  is,  that  some  of  the 
lines  represent  motion,  as  exhibited  by  sculpture*^. 

Of  the  epistle  from  Eloisa  to  Abelard,  I  do  not  know 
the  date.  His  first  inclination  to  attempt  a  composition 
of  that  tender  kind  arose,  as  Mr.  Savage  told  me,  from 
his  perusal  of  Prior's  Nutbrown  Maid.  How  much  he 
has  surpassed  Prior's  work  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention, 
when,  perhaps,  it  may  be  said  with  justice,  that  he  has  ex- 
celled every  composition  of  the  same  kind.  The  mixture 
of  religious  hope  and  resignation  gives  an  elevation  and 
dignity  to  disappointed  love,  which  images  merely  natural 
cannot  bestow.  The  gloom  of  a  convent  strikes  the  ima- 
gination with  far  greater  force  than  the  solitude  of  a  grove. 

This  piece  was,  however,  not  much  his  favourite  in  his 
latter  years,  though  I  never  heard  upon  what  principle  he 
slighted  it^ 

*  What  eye  of  taste  ever  beheld  the  dancing  fawn  or  the  immortal  Canova*8 
dancing  girl,  and  doubted  of  this  power?    Pindar  long  ago  assigned  this  to 
sculpture,  and  was  never  censured  for  his  poetic  boldness: 
'Epya  9k  Zwoimv  €pir<$v- 
Ttffffi  &  ofuiia  KikEvOoi 
^kpov.  Olym.  vii.  95.    £o. 

^  Pope  never  felt  with  Eloisa,  and,  therefore,  slighted  his  own  affected  ef- 
fusions. He  had  little  intense  feeling  himself,  and  all  the  passionate  parts  of 
the  epistle  are  manifestly  borrowed  from  Eloisa's  own  Latin  letters*    Ed.  % 
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lo  the  next  year,  1713,  he  publnbed  Windsor  Forest ; 
of  which,  part  was,  as  he  relates,  written  at  sixteen,  about 
the  same  time  as  liis  paatorals;  and  the  latter  part  was 
added  afjterwards :  where  the  addition  bei^iis,  we  are  not 
told.  The  lines  relating  to  the  peace  confess  their  own 
date.  It  is  dedicated  to  lord  Lansdoyne^  who  was  then 
high  in  reputation  and  influence  among  the  tories ;  and  it 
is  said,  that  the  conclusion  of  the  poem  g^ave  great  pain  to 
Addison,  both  as  a  poet  and  a  politician.  Reports  like 
this  are  often 'spread  with  boldness  very  disproportionate 
to  their  evidence.  Why  should  Addison  receive  any  par- 
ticular disturbance  from  the  last  lines  of  Windsor  Forest  ? 
If  contrariety  of  opinion  could  poison  a  politician,  he  would 
not  live  a  day :  and,  as  a  poet,  he  must  have  felt  Pope's 
force  of  genius  much  more  from  many  other  parts  of  his 
works. 

The  pain  that  Addison  might  feel  it  is  not  likely  that  he 
would  confess;  and  it  is  certain  that  he  so. well  suppressed 
his  di3Content,  that  Pope  now  thought  himself  his  fa- 
vourite ;  for  having  been  consulted  in  the  revisal  of  Cato, 
he  introduced  it  by  a  prologue ;  and  when  Dennis  pob- 
iished  his  remarks,  undertook,  not  indeed  to  vindicate?,  but 
to  revenge  his  friend,  by  a  Narrative  of  the  Frensy  of 
John  Dennis. 

« There  is  reason  to  believe  that  Addison  gave  no  en- 
couragement to  this  disingenuous  hostility ;  for,  says  Pope, 
in  a  letter  to  him,  'indeed  your  opiuion,  that  'tis  entirely  to 
be  neglected,  would  be  my  own  in  my  own  case ;  but  I 
felt  more  warmth  here  than  I  did  when  I  first  saw  his 
book  against  myself,  (though  indeed  in  two  minutes  it  made 
me  heartily  merry.")  Addison  was  not  a  man  on  whom 
such  cant  of  sensibility  could  make  much  impression.  He 
left  the  pamphlet  to  itself,  having  disowned  it  to  Dennis, 
and,  perhaps,  did  not  think  Pope  to  have  deserved  much 
by  his  oiBciousness. 

This  year  was  printed  in  the  Guardian  the  ironical  com- 
parison between  the  Pastorals  of  Philips  and  Pope;  a 
composition  of  artifice,  criticism,  and  literature,  to  which 
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nothing  equal  will  easily  be  found.  The  superiority  of 
Pope  is  so  ingeniously  dissembled,  and  the  feeble  lines  of 
Philipa  so  skilfully  prrferred,  that  Steele,  being  deceived, 
was  unwilling  to  print  the  paper,  lest  Pope  should  be  of- 
fended. Addison  immediately  saw  the  writer's  design ; 
and,  as  it  seems,  had  malice  enough  to  conceal  his  dis- 
covery, and  to  permit  a  publication  which,  by  making  his 
friend  Philips  ridiculous,  made  him  for  ever  an  enemy  to 
Pope. 

It  appears  that  about  this  time  Pope  had  a  strong  in- 
clination to  unite  the  art  of  painting  with  that  of  poetry, 
and  put  himself  under  the  tuiticm  of  Jervas.  He  was 
near-sighted,  and,  therefore,  ufA  formed  by  nature  for  a 
painter:  he  tried,  however,  how  far  he  could  advance, 
fuid  sometimes  persuaded  his  friends  to  sit.  A  picture  of 
Betterton,  supposed  to  be  drawn  by  him,  was  in  the  pos- 
session of  lord  Mansfield^ :  if  this  was  taken  from  the  life, 
he  must  have  begun  to  paint  earlier ;  for  Betterton  was 
now  dead.  Pope's  ambition  of  this  new  art  produced  some 
encomiastick  verses  to  Jervas,  which  certainly  show  his 
power  as  a  poet ;  but  I  have  been  told  that  they  betray 
his  ignorance  of  painting. 

He  appears  to  have  regarded  Betterton  with  kindness 
and  esteem ;  and  after  his  death  published,  under  his  name, 
a  version  into  modem  Engluh  of  Chaucer's  prologues,  and 
one  of  his  tales,  which,  as  was  related  by  Mr.  Harte,  were 
believed  to  have  been  the  performance  of  Pope  himself  by 
Fenton,  who  made  him  a  gay  offer  of  five  pounds,  if  ho 
would  show  them  in  the  hand  of  Betterton. 

TTie  next  year,  1718,  produced  a  bolder  attempt,  by 
which  profit  was  sought  as  well  as  praise.  The  poems 
which  he  had  hitherto  written,  however  they  wight  have 
diffused  his  name,  had  made  very  little  addition  to  his  for- 
tune. The  allowance  which. his  father  made  him,  though, 
proportioned  to  what  he  had,  it  might  be  liberal,  could  not 
be  large ;  his  religion  hindered  him  from  the  occupation  of 

«  It  U  still  at  Caen  Wood.     N. 
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any  civil  employment ;  and  he  complained  tliat  he  wanted 
even  money  to  buy  books  **. 

He,  therefore,  resolved  to  try  how  far  the  favour  of  the 
publick  extended,  by  soliciting  a  subscription  to  a  version 
of  the  Iliad,  with  large  notes. 

To  print  by  subscription  was,  for  some  time,  a  practice 
peculiar  to  the  English,  '^he  first  considerable  work,  for 
which  this  expedient  was  employed,  is  said  to  Have  been 
Dryden's  Virgil*;  and  it  had  been  tried  again  with  great 
success  when  the  Tatlers  were  collected  into  volumes. 

There  was  reason  to  believe  that  Pope's  attempt  would 
be  successful.  He  was  in  the  full  bloom  of  reputation, 
and  was  personally  known  .to  almost  all  whom  dignity  of 
employment  or  splendour  of  reputation  had  made  eminent; 
he  conversed  indifferently  with  both  parties,  and  never 
disturbed  the  publick  with  his  political  opinions;  and  it 
might  be  naturally  expected,  as  each  faction  then  boasted 
its  literary  zeal,  that  the  great  men,  who  on  other  occasions 
practised  all  the  violence  of  opposition,  would  emulate  each 
other  in  their  encouragement  of  a  poet  who  had  delighted 
all,  and  by  whom  none  had  been  offended. 

With  those  hopes,  he  offered  an  English  Iliad  to  sub- 
scribers, in  six  volumes  in  quarto,  for  six  guineas ;  a  sum, 
according  to  the  value  of  money  at  that  time,  by  no  means 
inconsiderable,  and  greater  than  I  believe  to  have  been 
ever  asked  before.  His  proposal,  however,  was  very 
favourably  received ;  and  the  patrons  of  literature  were 
busy  to  recommend  his  undertaking,  and  promote  his  in- 
terest. Lord  Oxford,  indeed,  lamented  that  such  a  genius 
should  be  wasted  upon  a  work  not  original ;  but  proposed  no 
means  by  which  he  might  live  without  it.  Addison  recom- 
mended caution  and  moderation,  and  advised  him  not  to 
be  content  with  the  praise  of  half  the  nation,  when  he 
might  be  universally  favoured. 

^  Spence. 

^  Earlier  than  this,  viz.  in  1688,  Milton's  Paradise  Lost  had  been  published 
with  great  success  by  subscription,  in  folio,  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  (after- 
wards lord)  Somers.     R. 
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The  greatness  of  the  design,  the  popularity  of  the  au- 
thor, and  the  attention  of  the  literary  world,  naturally 
raised  such  expectations  of  the  future  sale,  that  the  book- 
sellers made  their  offers  with  great  eagerness;  but  the 
highest  bidder  was  Bernard  Lintot,  who  became  proprie- 
tor on  condition  of  supplying,  at  his  own  expense,  all  the 
copies  which  were  to  be  delivered  to  subscribers,  or  pre- 
sented to  friends,  and  paying  two  hundred  pounds  for 
every  volume. 

Of  the  quartos  it  was,  I  believe,  stipulated  that  none 
should  be  printed  but  for  the  author,  that  the  subscription 
might  not  be  depreciated ;  but  Lintot  impressed  the  same 
pages  upon  a  small  folio,  and  paper,  perhaps,  a  little  thin- 
ner ;  and  sold  exactly  at  half  the  price,  for  half-a-guinea 
each  volume,  books  so  little  inferiour  to  the  quartos,  that 
by  a  fraud  of  trade,  those  folios,  being  afterwards  shortened 
by  cutting  away  the  top  and  bottom,  were  sold  as  copies 
printed  for  the  subscribers. 

Lintot  printed  two  hundred  and  fifty  on  royal  paper  in 
folio,  for  two  guineas  a  volume ;  of  the  small  folio,  having 
printed  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  first 
volume,  he  reduced  the  number  in  the  other  volumes  to  a 
thousand. 

It  is  unpleasant  to  relate  that  the  bookseller,  after  all 
his  hopes  and  aU  his  liberality,  was,  by  a  very  unjust  and 
illegal  action,  defrauded  of  his  profit  ^  An  edition  of  the 
English  Iliad  was  printed  in  Holland  in  duodecimo,  and 
imported  clandestinely  for  the  gratification  of  those  who 
were  impatient  to  read  what  they  could  not  yet  afibrd  to 
buy.  This  fraud  could  only  be  counteracted  by  an  edition 
equally  cheap  and  more  commodious ;  and  Lintot  was 
compelled  to  contract  his  foKo  at  once  into  a  duodecimo, 
and  lose  the  advantage  of  an  intermediate  gradation.  The 
notes,  which  in  the  Dutch  copies  were  placed  at  the  end 
of  each  book,  as  they  had  been  in  the  large  volumes,  were 

'  This  may  very  well  be  doubted.  The  interference  of  the  Dutch  booksellers 
stimulated  lintot  to  publish  cheap  editions,  the  greater  sale  of  which  among  the 
people  probably  produced  his  large  profits.    Ed. 
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now  Bubjolned  to  the  text  in  the  same  page,  and  are,  tliere- 
fore»  more  eanly  coosiilted.  Of  this  edition  two  thousand 
five  hnndred  were  first  printed,  and  five  thousand  a  few 
weeks  afterwards;  bat,  mdeed,  great  numbers  were  ne- 
cessary  to  produce  considerable  profit 

Pope,  having  now  emitted  his  prc^posals,  and  engaged 
not  only  his  own  reputation,  bat,  in  some  degree,  that  of 
Us  friends  who  patronised  his  subscription,  began  to  be 
frighted  at  his  own  undertaking;  and  finding  himself  at 
first  embarrassed  with  difficulties,  which  retarded  and  op- 
pressed him,  he  was  for  a  time  timorous  and  uneasy,  had 
his  nights  disturbed  by  dreams  of  long  journeys  through 
mdinown  ways,  and  wished,  as  he  said,  ''that  somebody 
would  hang  him  '/' 

This  misery,  however,  was  not  of  long  continuance ;  he 
grew,^by  degrees,  more  acquainted  with  Homers  images 
and  expressions,  and  practice  increased  his  facility  of  ver- 
sification. In  a  short  time  he  represents  himself  as  des< 
patching  regularly  fifty  verses  a  day,  which  would  show 
him,  by  an  easy  computation,  the  termination  of  his  labour. 

His  own  diffidence  was  not  his  only  vexation.  He  that 
asks  a  sabscription  soon  finds  that  he  has  enemies.  All 
who  do  not  encourage  him,  defame  him.  He  that  wants 
money  will  rather  be  thought  angry  than  poor;  and  he 
that  wishes  to  save  his  money  conceals  his  avarice  by  bis 
malice.  Addison  had  hinted  his  suspicion  that  Pope  was 
too  much  a  tory-;  and  some  of  the  tones  suspected  his 
principles,  because  he  bad  contributed  to  the  Guardian, 
which  was  carried  on  by  Steele. 

To  those  who  censured  his  politicks  were  added  enemies 
yet  more  dangerous,  who  called  in  question  his  knowledge 
of  Greek,  and  his  qualifications  for  a  translator  of  Homer. 
To  these  he  made  no  publick  opposition ;  but  in  one  of  bis 
letters  escapes  from  them  as  well  as  he  can.  At  an  age 
like  his,  for  he  was  not  more  than  twenty^five,  with  an  ir- 
regular education,  and  a  course  of  life  of  which  much  seems 

t  Spenct. 
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to  have  passed  in  conversation,  it  is  not  very  likely  that  he 
overflowed  with  Greek.    Bat  when  he  felt  himself  deficient  | 
he  soji^ht  assistance ;  and  what  man  of  learning  would  re-  ' 
fuse  to  help  him?  Minute  inquiries  into  the  force  of  words  | 
are  less  necessary  in  translating  Homer  than  other  poets, 
because  his  positions  are  general,  and  his  representations  . 
natural,  with  very  little  dependence  on  local  or  temporary  « 
customs,  or  those  changeable  scenes  of  artificial  life,  which, 
by-mingling  original  with  accidental  notions,  and  crowding 
the  mind  with  images  which  time  effaces,  produce  ambi-  * 
guity  in  diction,  and  obscurity  in  books.     To  dns  open  dis- 1 
play  of  unadulterated  nature  it  must  be  ascribed,  that 
Homer  has  fewer  passages  of  doubtful  meaning  than  any 
other  poet  either  in  the  learned  or  in  modem  languages. 
I  have  read  of  a  man,  who  being,  by  bis  ignorance  of 
Greek,  compelled  to  gratify  his  curiosity  with  the  Latin 
printed  on  the  opposite  page,  declared  that  from  the  rude 
simplicity  of  the  lines  literally  rendered,  he  formed  nobler 
ideas  of  the  Homeric  majesty,  than  from  the  laboured  ele- 
gance of  polished  versions. 

Those  literal  translations  were  always  at  hand,  and  from 
them  he  could  easily  obtain  his  author's  sense  with  sufficient 
certainty ;  and  among  the  readers  of  Homer  the  number 
is  very  small  of  those  who  find  much  in  the  Greek  more 
than  in  the  Latin,  except  the  musick  of  the  numbers. 
*  If  more  help  was  wanting,*  he  had  the  poetical  transla- 
tion of  Eobanus  Hessus,  an  unwearied  writer  of  Latin 
verses ;  he  had  the  French  Homers  of  la  Valterie  and 
Dacier,  and  the  English  of  Chapman,  Hobbes,  and  Ogilby. 
With  Chapman,  whose  work,  though  now  totally  neglected, 
seems  to  have  been  popular  almost  to  the  end  of  the  last 
century,  he  had  very  frequent  consultations,  and,  perhaps, 
never  translated  any  passage  till  he  had  read  his  version, 
which,  indeed,  be  has  been  sometimes  suspected  of  using 
instead  of  the  original. 

Notes  were  likewi^to  be  provided ;  for  the  six  volames 
would  have  been  very  httle  more  than  six  pamphlets  with- 
out them.  What  the  mere  perusal  of  the  text  could  sug- 
gest. Pope  wanted  no  assistance  to  collect  or  methodise ; 
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but  more  was  necessary ;  many  pages  were  to  be  filled, 
and  learning  must  supply  materials  to  wit  and  judgment. 
Something  might  be  gathered  from  Dacier;  but  no  man 
loves  to  be  indebted  to  his  contemporaries,  and  Dacier 
was  accessible  to  common  readers.  Eustatbius,  was,  there- 
fore, necessarily  consulted.  To  read  Eustathius,  of  whose 
work  there  was  then  no  Latin  version,  I  suspect  Pope,  if 
he  had  been  willing,  not  to  have  been  able ;  some  other 
was,  therefore,  to  be  found,  who  had  leisure  as  well  as  abi- 
lities; and  he  was  doubtless  most  readily  employed  who 
would  do  much  work  for  little  money. 

The  history  of  the  notes  has  never  been  traced.  Broome, 
in  his  preface  to  his  poems,  declares  himself  the  commen- 
tator '*  in  part  upon  the  Iliad ;"  and  it  appears  from  Fen- 
ton's  letter,  preserved  in  the  Museum,  that  Broome  was  at 
first  engaged  in  consulting  Eustathius;  but  that  after  a 
time,  whatever  was  the  reason,  he  desisted :  another  man, 
of  Cambridge,  was  then  employed,  who  soon  grew  weary 
of  the  work;  and  a  third,  that  was  recommended  by 
Thirlby,  is  now  discovered  to  have  been  Jortin,  a  man 
since  well  known  to  the  learned  world,  who  complained  that 
Pope,  having  accepted  and  approved  his  performance, 
never  testified  any  curiosity  to  see  him,  and  who  professed 
to  have  forgotten  the  terms  on  which  he  worked.  The 
terms  which  Fen  ton  uses  are  very  mercantile:  **  I  think, 
at  first  sight,  that  his  performance  is  very  commendable, 
and  have  sent  word  for  him  to  finish  the  seventeenth  book, 
and  to  send  it  with  his  demands  for  his  trouble.  I  have 
here  enclosed  the  specimen ;  if  the  rest  come  before  the 
return,  I  will  keep  them  till  I  receive  your  order." 

Broome  then  offered  hid  service  a  second  time,  which 
was,  probably,  accepted,  as  they  had  afterwards  a  closer 
correspondence.  Parnell  contributed  the  life  of  Homer, 
which  Pope  found  so  harsh,  that  he  took  great  pains  in  cor- 
recting it;  and  by  his  own  diligence,  with  such  help  as 
kindness  or  money  could  procure  him,  in  somewhat  more 
than  five  years  he  completed  bis  version  of  the  Iliad,  with 
the  notes.  He  began  it  in  1712,  his  twenty-fifth  year;  and 
concluded  it  in  1718,  his  thirtieth  year. 
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When  we  find  him  translating  fifty  lines  a  day»  it  is  na- 
tural to  suppose  that  he  would  have  brought  his  work  to  a 
more  speedy  conclusion.  The  Iliad,  containing  less  than 
sixteen  thousand  verses,  might  have  been  despatched  in 
less  than  three  hundred  and  twenty  days  by  fifty  verses  in 
a  day.  The  notes,  compiled  with  the  assistance  of  his 
mercenaries,  could  not  be  supposed  to  require  more  time 
than  the  text. 

According  to  this  calculation,  the  prog^ss  of  Pope  may 
seem  to  have  been  slow;  but  the  distance  is  commonly 
very  great  between  actual  performances  and  speculative 
possibility.  It  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  as  much  as  has 
been  done  to-day,  may  be  done  to-morrow ;  but  on  the 
morrow  some  difficulty  emerges,  or  some  external  impedi- 
ment obstructs.  Indolence,  interruption,  business,  and 
pleasure,  all  take  their  turns  of  retardation ;  and  every 
long'  work  is  lengthened  by  a  thousand  causes  that  can, 
and  ten  thousand  that  cannot  be  recounted.  Perhaps  no 
extensive  and  multifarious  performance  was  ever  effected 
within  the  term  originally  fixed  in  the  undertaker's  mind. 
He  that  runs  against  time  has  an  antagonist  not  subject  to 
casualties. 

The  encouragement  given  to  this  translation,  though 
report  seems  to  have  overrated  it,  was  such  as  the  world 
has  not  often  seen.  The  subscribers  were  five  hundred  ^ 
and  seventy-five.  The  copies,  for  which  subscriptions 
were  given,  were  six  hundred  and  fifty-four ;  and  only  six 
hundred  and  sixty  were  printed.  For  these  copies  Pope 
had  nothing  to  pay ;  he,  therefore,  received,  including  the 
two  hundred  pounds  a  volume,  five  thoiisand  three  hun*- 
dred  and  twenty  pounds  four  shillings  without  deduction^ 
as  the  books  were  supplied  by  Lintot, 

By  the  success  of  his  subscription  Pope  was  relieved 
from  those  pecuniary  distresses  with  which,  notwithstand- 
ing his  popularity,  he  had  hitherto  struggled.  Lord  Ox- 
ford  had  often  lamented  his  disqualification  for  publick 
employment^  but  never  proposed  a  pension*  While  the 
translation  of  Homer  was  in  its  progress^  Mr.  Craggs»  then 
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secretary  of  state,  offered  to  procure  him  a  penaioD,  which, 
at  least  during  his  nuDistry,  might  be  enjoyed  with  se- 
crecy. This  was  not  accepted  by  Pope,  who  told  him, 
however,  that,  if  he  should  be  pressed  with  want  of  mo- 
ney, he  would  send  to  him  for  occasional  supplies.  Craggs 
was  not  long  in  power,  and  was  never  solicited  for  money 
by  Pope,  who  disdained  to  beg  what  be  did  not  want 

With  the  product  of  this  subscription,  which  he  had  too 
much  dtacrettOB  to  squander,  he  secured  bis  future  life 
from  want,  by  considerable  annuities.  The  estate  of  the 
duke  of  Buckingham  was  found  to  have  been  charged 
with  five  hundred  pounds  a  year,  payable  to  Pope,  which, 
doubtlata,  his  translation  enabled  him  to  purchase. 

It  cannot  be  unwelcome  to  literary  curiosity,  that  I  de*^ 
duce  thus  minutely  the  history  of  the  English  Iliad.  It  is, 
certainly,  the  noblest  version  of  poetry  which  the  world 
has  ever  seen;  and  its  publication  must,  therefore,  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  great  events  in  the  annals  of 
learning. 

To  those  who  have  skill  to  estimate  the  excellence  and 
difficulty  of  this  great  work,  it  must  be  very  desirable  to 
know  how  it  was  performed,  and  by  what  gradations  it 
advanced  to  correctness.  Of  such  an  intellectual  process 
the  knowledge  has  very  rarely  been  attainable ;  but,  hap- 
pily, there  remains  the  original  copy  of  the  Iliad,  which, 
being  obtained  by  Bolingbroke,  as  a  curiosity,  descended, 
from  him,  to  Mallet,  and  is  now,  by  the  solicitation  of  the 
late  Dr.  Maty,  reposited  in  the  Museum. 

Between  this  manuscript,  which  is  written  upon  acci- 
dental fragments  of  paper,  and  the  printed  edition,  there 
must  have  been  an  intermediate  copy,  that  was,  perhaps, 
destroyed  as  it  returned  from  the  press. 

From  the  first  copy  I  have  procured  a  few  transcripts, 
and  shall  exhibit,  first,  the  printed  lines :  then,  in  a  smaller 
print,  those  of  the  manuscripts,  with  all  their  variations. 
Those  words  in  the  small  print,  which  are  given  in  italicks, 
are  cancelled  in  the  copy,  and  the  words  placed  under 
them  adopted  in  their  stead. 
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The  beg^nniog  of  tke  first  book  stands  thus : 

The  wratAi  of  Peleus'  son,  the  direful  spring 
Of  all  the  GreciaH  woes^  O  goddeasy  sing ; 
That  wrath  which  hurl'd  to  Pluto's  glo<Hny  reign 
The  souls  of  mighty  chiefs  iintimely  slain. 
The  stern  Pelides'  rage,  O  goddess,  sing, 

wrath 
Of  all  the  woes  ofGruce  the  hiai  i^og, 

Grecian 
That  strew'd  with  wormrs  dead  the  Phrygian  plain, 

heroes 
And  peopled  the  dark  hell  with  herom  slain  ; 

fiU'd  the  shady  hell  with  <;hief8  untifDely 

Whose  limbs,  unburied  on  the  naked  shore. 

Devouring  dogs  and  hungry  vultures  tore, 

Sinoe  great  Achilles  and  Atrides  strove ; 

Such  was  the  sovereign  doom,  and  such  the  will  of  Jove. 

Whose  limbs,  unburied  on  the  hostile  shore* 

Devouring  dogs  and  greedy  vultures  tore* 

Since  first  Atride$  and  AehilXei  strove ; 

Such  was  the  sovereign  doom,  and  sucli  the  wiD  of  Jove. 

Declare,  O  muse,  in  what  iU-feted  hour 

Sprung  the  fierce  strife,  from  what  offended  power  ? 

Latona's  son  a  dire  contagion  spread. 

And  heap'd  the  camp  with  mountains  of  the  dead; 

Hie  king  of  men  his  rev^er^d  priest  defy'd^ 

And  iox  the  king's  offence  the  people  dy'd. 

Declare,  O  goddess,  what  offended  power 
Enflam'd  their  rags,  in  that  iiJUomerCd  hour^ 
anger^       fatal,  hapless 
Phoebus  himself  the  dire  debate  prociir'd, 

fierce 
T'  avenge  the  wrongs  his  injured  priest  endurM  ; 
For  this  the  god  a  dire  infection  spread. 
And  heap'd  the  camp  with  millions  of  the  dead : 
The  king  of  men  the  sacred  sire  defy'd, 
And  for  the  king's  offence  the  peq>le  dy'd. 

For  Ghryses  sought  with  costly  gifts  to  gain 
His  captive  daughter  from  the  victor's  chain ; 
Suppliant  the  venerable  father  stands,       ^ 
Apollo's  awful  ensigns  grace  his  hands. 
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By  these  he  begs^  and^  lowly  bending  down> 
Extends  the  sceptre  and  the  lanrel  crown. 

For  Chrytes  tooght  by  pt^tanrtt  to  regain  1 

costly  gifts  to  gain 
His  captive  daughter  from  the  victor's  chain ; 

Sappliant  the  venerable  father  stands,  i 

Apollo's  awful  ensigns  grac'd  his  hands,  ^ 

By  these  he  begs,  and,  lowly  bending  down  t 

The  golden  iceptre  and  the  lanrel  crown, 
Presents  the  sceptre  ^ 

For  them  as  ensigm  of  his  god  he  bare,  \ 

The  god  that  sends  his  golden  shafts  tfar  ; 
Then  low  on  earth,  the  venerable  man. 
Suppliant  before  the  brother  kings  began* 

He  sued  to  all,  but  chief  implor'd  for  grace  \ 

The  brother  kings  of  Atreus'  royal  race ;  I 

Ye  kings  and  warriorsi  may  your  vows  be  crown'd. 
And  Troy's  proud  walls  lie  level  with  the  ground ; 
May  Jove  restore  you^  when  your  toils  are  o'er^ 
Safe  to  the  pleasures  of  your  native  shore. 

To  all  he  sued,  but  chief  implor'd  for  grace 

The  brother  kings  of  Atreus'  royal  race.  < 

Ye  sons  of  Atreus^  may  your  vows  be  crown'd. 

Kings  and  warriws 
Your  labours,  by  the  gods  be  all  your  labornt  crown* d  ; 
So  may  the  gods  your  arms  with  eonqtiest  bless. 
And  Troy's  proud  walls  lie  level  with  the  ground : 
TiU  laid 

And  crown  your  labours  with  deserv'd  sueceu ;  ' 

May  Jove  restore  you,  when  your  toils  are  o'er. 
Safe  to  the  pleasures  of  your  native  shore. 

But,  oh !  relieve  a  wretched  parent's  pain. 

And  give  Chryseis  to  these  arms  again ; 

If  mercy  £ul>  yet  let  my  present  move. 

And  dread  avenging  Phoebus,  son  of  Jove.  ^ 

But,  oh !  relieve  a  hapless  parent's  pain. 

And  give  my  daughter  to  these  arms  agaia; 

Receive  my  g\fts ;  if  mercy  faik»  yet  let  my  present  move, 

And  fear  the  god  that  deals  his  darts  around, 

avenging  Phoebus,  son  of  Jove. 

The  Greeks,  in  shouts,  their  joint  assent  declare 
The  priest  to  reverence^  and  release  the  £ur. 
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Not  80  AtrideB;  he,  with kiiigly  pride, 
Repals'd  the  sacred  sire,  and  thus  replf'd. 

He  said,  the  Gieeki  their  joint  aiseiit  declare, 
Tk$ father  said,  the  gen*nnu  Greekt  relent, 
T  accept  the  ransom,  and  release  the  fair : 
Revere  the  priest,  and  speak  their  Joint  assent : 
Not  so  the  tyrant,  he,  with  kingly  pride, 

Atrides, 
Repnk'd  the  sacred  sire,  and  thus  replied. 

[Not  so  the  tyrant.    DaTDm.] 

Of  these  lines,  and  of  the  whole  first  book,  I  am  told 
that  there  was  yet  a  former  copy,  more  varied,  and  more 
deformed  with  interlineations. 

The  beginning  of  the  seoond  book  varies  very  little  from 
the  printed  page,  and  is,  therefore,  set  down  without  a 
parallel ;  the  few  differences  do  not  require  to  be  elabo- 
rately displayed. 

Now  pleasing  sleep  had  seai'd  each  mortal  eye; 
-  Stretch'd  in  their  tents  the  Grecian  leaders  lie ; 
Th'  immortals  slumber'd  on  their  thrones  above. 
All  but  the  ever-watchful  eye  of  Jove. 
To  honour  Thetis'  son  he  bends  his  care. 
And  plunge  the  Greeks  in  all  the  woes  of  war. 
Then  bids  an  empty  phantom  rise  to  sig^t. 
And  thus  commands  the  vision  of  the  night  : 

directs 
Fly  hence,  delusive  dream,  and,  light  as  air^ 
To  Agamenmon's  royal  tent  repair ; 
Bid  him  in  arms  draw  forth  th'  embattled  train, 
March  all  his  legions  to  the  dusty  plain. 
Now  teU  the  king  'tis  given  him  to  destroy 
Declare  ev'n  now 
The  lofty  rvaUs  of  wide-extended  Troy ; 

tow'rs 
For  now  no  more  the  gods  with  &te  omtend. 
At  Juno's  suit  the  heav^y  feurtions  end. 
Destruction  hovers  o'er  ypn  devoted  wall, 

hangs 
And  nodding  Uium  waits  th'  impending  £ftll. 

s2 
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Invocation  to  the  catalogue  of  ships : 

Saj,  virgins,  seated  round  the  throne  divine. 

All-knowing  goddesses !  immortal  nine ! 

Since  earth's  wide  regions,  heaven's  unmeasur'd  height. 

And  hell's  ahyss,  hide  nothing  from  your  sight, 

(We,  wretched  mortals !  lost  in  doubts  below. 

But  guess  by  rumour,  and  but  boast  we  know,) 

Oh !  say  what  heroes,  fir'd  by  thirst  of  fame. 

Or  urg'd  by  wrongs,  to  Troy's  destruction  came  ! 

To  count  them  all  demands  a  thousand  tongues, 

A  throat  of  brass  and  adamantine  lungs. 

Now,  Tiigin  goddesses,  immortal  nine ! 
Iliat  round  Olympus'  heavenly  summit  shine, 
Who  see  through  heaven  and  earth,  and  hell  profound, 
And  all  things  know,  and  all  things  can  resound  t 
Relate  what  armies  sought  the  Trojan  land. 
What  nations  follow'd,  and  what  chiefs  command ; 
(For  doubtful  fame  distracts  mankind  below. 
And  nothing  can  we  tell,  and  nothing  know,) 
Without  your  aid,  to  count  th'  unnumber'd  train, 
A  thousand  mouths,  a  thousand  tongues,  were  vai6. 

Book  V.  V.  1. 

But  Pallas  now  Tydides'  soul  inspires,  i 

Fills  with  her  force,  and  warms  with  all  her  fires ; 
Above  the  Greeks  his  deathless  fiame  to  raise. 
And  crown  her  hero  with  distinguish'd  praise. 
High  on  his  helm  celestial  lightnings  play. 
His  beamy  shield  emits  a  living  ray ; 
Th'  unwearied  blaze  incessant  streams  supplies. 
Like  the  red  star  that  fires  th'  autumnal  skies. 

But  Pallas  now  Tydides'  soul  inspires. 
Fills  with  her  rage,  and  warms  with  all  her  fires  j 

force. 
O'er  all  the  Greeks  decrees  his  fame  to  raise,  , 
Above  the  Greeks  her  warrior^t  fame  to  raise, 

his  deathless 
And  crown  her  hero  with  immutrtal  praise : 

distinguish'd 
Bright  from  his  beamy  erut  the  lightnings  play, 
High  on  helm 

From  his  broad  buckler  fltsh'd  the  living  ray ; 
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High  on'htf  helm  celestial  lightnings  play. 
His  beamy  shield  emits  a  Uving  ray* 
The  goddess  with  her  breath  the  flame  supplies. 
Bright  as  the  star  whose  fires  in  autunm  rise ; 
Her  breath  divine  thick  streaming  flames  supplies. 
Bright  as  the  star  that  fires  th*  autumnal  i>kies  : 
Th'  unwearied  blazcf  incessant  streams  supplies, 
like  the  red  star  that  firet  th'  autumnal  skies. 

When  first  he  rears  his  radiant  orb  to  sigiit,  ' 
Andj  bath'd  in  ocean,  shoots  a  keener  light. 
Such  glories  PaUas  on  the  chief  bestow'd. 
Such  from  his  arms  the  fierce  effulgence  flow'd ; 
Onward  she  drives  him^  furious  to  engage. 
Where  the  fight  bums,  and  where  the  thickest  rage. 

When  fresh  he  rears  his  radiant  orb  to  sight. 

And  gilds  old  ocean  with  a  blaze  of  light, 

Bright  as  the  star  that  fires  th'  autumnal  skies  -, 

Fresh  firom  Uie  deep,  and  gilds  the  seas  and  skies  ; 

Such  glories  Pallas  on  her  chief  bestow'd. 

Such  sparkling  rays  from  his  bright  armour  flow'd ; 

Such  from  his  arms  the  fierce  efifulgence  flow'd ; 

Onward  she  drives  him  headlong  to  engage, 
furious 

Where  the  war  bleeds,  and  where  thtjiercett  rage, 
fight  bums,  thickest 

The  sons  of  Dares  first  the  combat  sought, 
A  wealthy  priest,  but  rich  without  a  fault ; 
In  Vulcan's  fwe  the  father's  days  were  led. 
The  sons  to  toils  of  glorious  battle  bred. 

Hiere  liv'd  a  Trojan — Dares  was  his  name, 
The  priest  of  Vulcan,  rich,  yet  void  of  blame ; 
The  sons  of  Dares  first  the  conibat  sought, 
A  wealthy  priest,  but  rich  without  a  fault. 

Conclusion  of  Book  viii.  v.  687. 

As  when  the  moon,  refulgent  lamp  of  night. 
O'er  heaven's  clear  azure  spreads  her  sacred  light. 
When  not  a  breath  disturbs  the  deep  serene. 
And  not  a  doud  o'ercasts  the  solemn  scene. 
Around  her  throne  the  vivid  planets  roll. 
And  stars  unnumber'd  gild  the  glowing  pole ; 
O'er  the  dark  trees  a  yellower  verdure  shed. 
And  tip  with  silver  every  mountain's  head ; 
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Then  shine  the  yaleb,  the  rocks  in  proqwet  rite> 
A  flood  of  f^Larj  bunts  from  all  the  skies ; 
The  consdons  swains,  rejoicing  in  the  sight. 
Eye  the  Une  yaalt>  and  bless  the  useful  light. 
So  many  flames  before  proud  Ilion  blaze. 
And  lighten  glimmering  Xanthus  with  their  rays; 
The  long  reflectioDs  of  the  distant  fires  * 
Gleam  on  the  wall*,  and  tremble  on  the  spires. 
A  thousand  piles  the  dusky  horrors  gild. 
And  shoot  a  shady  lustre  o'er  the  field. 
Full  fifty  guards  each  flaming  pile  attend. 
Whose  umber'd  arms  by  fits  thick  flashes  send ; 
Loud  neigh  the  coursers  o'er  their  heaps  of  com. 
And  ardent  warriOTS  wait  the  rising  mom. 

At  when  in  stUlnen  of  the  liknt  night. 
As  when  the  moon,  in  aU  her  Imtre  bright ; 
As  when  the  moon,  sefulgettt  lamp  of  night. 
O'er  heav'n's  cUttr  ntwre^Mi  her  sUv§r  light ; 

pore       spreads  sacred 
As  fltill  in  air  the  trei^Ung  lustre  stood. 
And  o'er  its  golden  border  sheets  a  flood  ; 
When  no  looie  gaU  disturbs  the  deep  serene, 

not  a  breath 
And  no  dim  doud  o'eocasts  the  solemn  scene ; 

not  a 
Around  her  silrer  throne  the  planets  glow. 
And  stars  unnumber'd  trembling  beams  bestow : 
Around  htr  throne  the  Tiyid  plsbets  roll. 
And  stars  unnumber'd  gild  the  glowing  pole ; 
Clear  gleams  of  light  o'er  the  dark  trees  are  seen, 

o'er  the  dark  trees  a  yellow  shedfi» 
O'er  the  dark  trees  a  yeUower  grom  diey  shed, 
gleam 
verdure 
And  tip  with  silver  all  the  mountain  heads  - 

forest 
And  tip  with  silver  every  mountain's  head. 
Hie  vfldleya  open,  and  Ae  forests  rise. 
The  vales  appear,  the  rocks  in  prospect  rise, 
llien  shine  the  vales,  the  rocks  in  prospect  rise, 
AU  nature  stands  reveal'd  before  our  eyes } 
A  flood  of  glory  bursts  flfom  all  the  skies. 
The  conacioas  shepherd,  joyful  al  the  sight. 
Eyes  the  bl«e  vanl^  aad  nnmbeie  every  light* 
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Tht  conKMrat  iiMtiii  tffoieimg  at  th$  sight, 

shepherds  gasing  with  delight. 
Eye  the  blue  vault,  and  blett  the  vivid  light, 

glorious 

useful 
So  numy  flames  before  the  navy  blaze, 
proud  nion 
And  lighten  glimmering  Xanthu*  with  their  rays ; 
Wide  o'er  the  fields  to  Troy  extend  the  gleams. 
And  tip  the  distant  spires  with  fainter  beams ; 
The  long  reflections  of  the  distant  fires 
Oild  the  high  waUs,  and  tremble  on  the  spirer; 
Gleam  on  the  walls,  and  tremble  on  the  spires ; 
A  thousand  fires  at  distant  stations  bright, 
Gild  the  dark  prospect,  and  dispel  the  night. 

Of  these  specimens  every  man  who  has  cultivated  poetry, 
or  who  delights  to  trace  the  mind  from  the  rudeness  of  its 
first  conceptions  to  the  elegance  of  its  last,  will  naturally 
desire  a  greater  number;  but  most  other  readers  are  al- 
ready tired,  and  I  am  not  writing  only  to  poets  and  philoso- 
phers. 

The  Iliad  was  published  volume  by  volume,  as  the  trans- 
lation proceeded :  the  four  first  books  appeared  in  1715. 
The  expectation  of  this  work  was  undoubtedly  high,  and 
every  man  who  had  connected  his  name  with  criticism,  or 
poetry,  was  desirous  of  such  intelligence  as  might  enable 
him  to  talk  upon  the  popular  topick.  Halifax,  who,  by 
having  been  first  a  poet,  and  then  a  patron  of  poetry,  had 
acquired  the  right  of  being  a  judge,  was  willing  to  hear 
some  books  while  they  were  yet  unpublished.  Of  this  re- 
hearsal Pope  afterwards  gave  the  following  account  ** : 

**  The  famous  lord  Halifax  was  rather  a  pretender  to 
taste,  than  really  possessed  of  it.  When  I  had  finished  the 
two  or  three  first  books  of  my  translation  of  the  Iliad,  that 
lord  desired  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  them  read  at 
his  house.  Addison,  Congreve,  and  Garth,  were  there  at 
the  reading*  In  four  or  five  places,  lord  Halifax  stopped  me 
very  civilly,  and  with  a  speech  each  time  of  much  the  same 

^  Spence. 
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kind,  *  I  beg  your  pardoD,  Mr.  Pope ;  but  there  is  some- 
thing in  that  passage  that  does  not  quite  please  me.  Be 
so  good  as  to  mark  the  place,  and  consider  it  a  little  at 
your  leisure.  I*m  sure  you  can  give  it  a  little  turn.^  I 
returned  from  lord  Halifax*s  with  Dr.  Garth,  in  his  chariot : 
and,  as  we  were  going  along,  was  saying  to  the  doctor, 
that  my  lord  had  laid  me  under  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  by 
such  loose  and  general  observations;  that  I  had  been  think- 
ing over  the  passages  almost  ever  since,  and  could  not 
guess  what  it  was  that  offended  his  lordship  in  either  of 
them.  Garth  laughed  heartily  at  my  embarrassment;  said, 
I  had  not  been  long  enough  acquainted  with  lord  Halifax, 
to  know  his  way  yet ;  that  I  need  not  puzde  myself  about 
looking  those  places  over  and  over  when  I  got  home. 
'  AD  you  need  do,'  says  he,  *  is  to  leave  them  just  as  they 
are ;  call  on  lord  Haltfax  two  or  three  months  hence,  thank 
him  for  his  kind  observations  on  those  passages,  and  then 
read  them  to  him  as  altered.  I  have  known  him  much 
longer  than  you  have,  and  will  be  answerable  for  the  event.' 
I  followed  bis  advice;  waited  on  lord  Halifax  some  time 
after ;  said,  I  hoped  he  would  find  his  objections  to  those 
passages  removed ;  read  them  to  him  exactly  as  they  were 
at  first ;  and  his  lordship  was  extremely  pleased  with  them» 
and  cried  out, '  Aye,  now  they  are  perfectly  right :  nothing 
can  be  better  ^"' 

It  is  seldom  that  the  great  or  the  wise  suspect  that  they 
are  despised  or  cheated.  Halifax,  thinking  this  a  lucky 
opportunity  of  securing  immortality^  made  some  advances 
of  favour  and  some  overtures  of  advantage  to  Pope,  which 
he  seems  to  have  received  with  sullen  coldness.  All  our 
knowledge  of  this  transaction  is  derived  from  a  single  let- 
ter, Dec.  1, 1714,  in  which  Pope  says,  "  I  am  obliged  to 
you,  both  for  the  favours  you  have  done  me,  and  those  you 
intend  me,  I  distrust  neither  your  will  nor  your  memory, 
when  it  is  to  do  good ;  and  if  I  ever  become  troublesome 

•  As  this  story  was  related  by  Pope  himself,  it  was  most  probably.'  true. 
Had  it  rested  on  any  other  authority,  I  should  have  suspected  it  to  have  been 
borrowed  from  one  of  Poggio's  Tales.   De  Jannoto  Vicecomite.    J.  B. 
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or  solicitoiu,  it  must  not  be  out  of  expectation,  but  out  of 
gratitude.  Your  lordship  may  cause  me  to  lire  agreeably 
in  the  town,  or  contentedly  m  the  country,  which  is  really 
ail  the  difference  I  set  between  an  easy  fortune  and  a  small 
one.  It  is,  indeed,  a  high  strain  of  generosity  in  you  to 
think  of  making  me  easy  all  my  life,  only  because  I  have 
been  so  happy  as  to  divert  you  some  few  hours ;  but,  if  I 
may  have  leave  to  add,  it  is  because  you  think  me  no 
enemy  to  my  native  country,  there  will  appear  a  better 
reason ;  for  I  must  of  consequence  be  very  much,  as  I 
nncerely  am,  yours,  Sec.** 

These  voluntary  offers,  and  this  faint  acceptance,  ended 
without  effect  The  patron  was  not  accustomed  to  such 
frigid  gratitude :  and  the  poet  fed  his  own  pride  with  the 
dignity  of  independence.  They  probably  were  suspicious 
of  OAch  other.  Pope  would  not  dedicate  till  he  saw  at  what 
rate  his  praise  was  valued ;  he  woidd  be  **  troublesome 
out  ofgratitude,  not  expectation.*'  Halifax  thought  himself 
entitled  to  confidence ;  and  would  give  nothing,  unless  he 
knew  what  he  should  receive.  Their  commerce  had  its 
beginning  in  hope  of  praise  on  one  side,  and  of  money  on 
the  other,  and  ended  because  Pope  was  less  eager  of  money 
than  Halifax  of  praise.  It  b  not  likely  that  Halifax  had 
any  personal  benevolence  to  Pope ;  it  is  evident  that  Pope 
looked  on  Halifax  with  scorn  and  hatred''. 

The  reputation  of  this  gceat  work  failed  of  gaining  him 
a  patron ;  but  it  deprived  him  of  a  friend.  Addison  and 
he  were  now  at  the  head  of  poetry  and  criticism ;  and  both 
in  such  a  state  of  elevation,  that,  like  the  two  rivals  in  the 
Roman  state,  one  could  no  longer  bear  an  equal,  nor  the 
other  a  superiour.  Of  the  gpradua)  abatement  of  kindness 
between  friends,  the  beginning  is  often  scarcely  discernible 
by  themselves,  and  the  process  is  continued  by  petty  pro- 
vocations, and  incivilities  sometimes  peevishly  returned, 
and  sometimes  contemptuously  neglected,  which  would  es- 
cape all  attention  but  that  of  pride,  and  drop  from  any 
memory  but  that  of  resentment.    That  the  quarrel  of  these 

^  Oq  this  poiDt,  see  notes  on  Halifax's  life  in  this  edition. 
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two  wits  should  be  minutely  dedoced^  is  not  to  be  expected 
from  a  writer  to  whom,  as  Homer  says,  *^  nothing  but  ru- 
mour has  reached,  and  who  has  no  personal  knowledge/^ 

Pope  doubtless  approached  Addison,  when  the  reputa- 
tion of  their  wit  first  brought  them  together,  with  the  re- 
spect due  to  a  man  whose  abilities  were  acknowledged, 
and  who,  having  attained  that  eminence  to  which  he  was 
himself  aspiring,  had  in  his  hands  the  distribution  of  lite- 
rary fame.  He  paid  court  with  suiBcient  diligence  by  Ms 
prologue  to  Cato,  by  his  abuse  of  Dennis,  and  with  praise 
yet  more  direct,  by  his  poem  on  the  Dialogues  on  Medals, 
of  which  the  immediate  publication  was  then  int^ided.  In 
all  this  there  was  no  hypocrisy ;  for  he  confessed  that  he 
found  in  Addison  something  more  pleasing  than  in  any 
other  man. 

It  may  be  supposed,  that  as  Pope  saw  himself  favoured 
by  the  world,  and  more  frequently  compared  his  own 
powers  with  those  of  others,  his  confidence  increased,  and 
his  submission  lessened ;  and  that  Addison  felt  no  delight 
iGrom  the  advances  of  a  young  wit,  who  might  soon  contend 
with  him  for  the  highest  place.  Every  great  man,  of  what- 
ever kind  be  his  greatness,  has  among  his  Ifriends  those 
who  officiously  or  insi^ously  quicken  his  attention  to 
ofiences,  heighten  his  disgust,  and  stimulate  his  resent- 
ment. Of  such  adherents  Addison  doubtless  had  many ; 
and  Pope  was  now  too  high  to  be  without  them. 

From  the  emission  and  reception  of  the  proposals  for 
the  Iliad,  the  kindness  of  Addison  seems  to  have  abated. 
Jervas,  the  painter,  once  pleased  himself,  Aug.  20, 1714, 
with  imagining  that  he  had  reestablished  their  friendship ; 
and  wrote  to  Pope  that  Addison  once  suspected  him  of  too 
dose  a  confederacy  with  Swift,  but  was  now  satisfied  with 
his  conduct.  To  this  Pope  answered,  a  week  after,  that 
his  engagements  to  Swift  were  such  as  his  s^vices  in  re* 
gigrd  to  the  subscription  demanded,  and  that  the  tories 
never  put  him  under  the  necessity  of  asking  leave  to  be 
gratefuL  ''  But,*^  says  he,  **  as  Mr.  Addison  must  be  the 
judge  in  what  regards  himself,  and  has  seemed  to  be  no 
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just  one  to  iii#,  so  I  must  own  to  yon  I  expeot  notliing  but 
civility  from  him."  In  the  same  letter  he  mentions  FhilipB,. 
as  having  been  busy  to  kindle  animosity  between  them ; 
but  in  a  letter  to  Addison^  he  expresses  some  conscious* 
ness  of  behaviour^  inattentively  deficient  in  respect* 

Of  Swift*s  industry  in  promoting  the  subscription  there 
remains  ^  testimony  of  K^nnet,  no  friend  to  either  him 
or  Pope. 

"  Nov.  2, 1713,  Dr.  Swift  came  into  the  coffee-house; 
and  had  a  bow  from  every  body  but  me,  who,  I  confess, 
could  not  but  despise  him.  When  I  came  to  the  ante* 
chamber  to  wait,  before  prayers,  Dr.  Swift  was  the  princi* 
pal  man  of  talk  and  business,  and  acted  as  master  of  re^ 
quests.  Then  he  instructed  a  young  nobleman,  that  the 
hesi  poeiJM  EngUmd  was  Mr*  Pope,  a  papist,  who  had  be^ 
gun  a  translation  of  Homer  into  English  verse,  for  which 
he  must  have  them  aU  subscribe;  for,  says  he,  the  author 
shall  twt  begin  to  print  till  J  have  a  thousand  guineas  for 
him*" 

About  this  time  it  is  likely  that  Steele,  who  was,  with 
all  his  political  fury,  good-natured  and  oiBcious,  procured 
an  interview  between  these  angry  rivals,  which  ended  in 
aggravated  malevolence.  On  this  occasion,  if  the  reports 
be  true.  Pope  made  his  complaint  with  frankness  and 
spirit,  as  a  man  undeservedly  neglected  or  opposed ;  and 
Addison  affected  a  contemptuous  unconcern,  and,  in  a 
calm  even  voice,  reproached  Pope  with  his  vanity,  and, 
telling  him  of  the  improvements  which  his  early  works  had 
received  from  his  own  r^narks  and  those  of  Steele,  said, 
that  he,  being  now  engaged  in  publick  business,  had  no 
longer  any  care  for  his  poetical  reputation,  nor  had  any 
other  desire,  with  regard  to  Pope,  than  that  he  should  noU 
by  too  much  arrogance,  alienate  the  poblick* 

To  this  Pope  is  said  to  have  replied  with  great  keenness 
and  severity,  upbraiding  Ad^Uson  with  perpetual  dfiP^"^- 
iggfi,  ahd  with  the  abuse  of  those  qualifications  which  he 
had  obtataed  at  the  publick  cost,  and  charging  him  with 
mean  endeavours  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  rising  merit* 
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The  contest  rose  so  high,  that  they  parted  at  last  without 
any  interchange  of  cirility. 

The  first  vptume  of  Homer  was,  1715,  in  time  published ; 
and  a  rival  version  of  the  first  Iliad,  for  rivals  the  time  of 
their  appearance  inevitably  made  them,  was  immediately 
printed,  with  the  name  of  Tickell.  It  was  soon  perceived 
that,  among  the  followers  of  Addison,  Tickell  had  the  pre- 
ference, and  the  criticks  and  poets  divided  into  factions. 
*'  I,''  says  Pope,  '*  have  the  town,  that  is,  the  mob,  on  my 
side ;  bat  it  is  not  uncommon  for  the  smaller  party  to  sup- 
ply by  industry  what  it  wants  in  numbers.  I  appeal  to  the 
people  as  my  rightful  judges,  and  while  they  are  not  in*- 
clined  to  condemn  me,  shall  not  fear  the  highfliers  at  But- 
ton's." This  opposition  he  immediately  imputed  to  Addi- 
son, and  complained  of  it  in  terms  suiBciently  resentful  to 
Cra|^,  their  common  friend. 

When  Addison's  opinion  was  asked,  he  declared  the 
versions  to  be  both  good,  but  Ttckell's  the  best  that  had 
ever  been  written ;  and  sometimes  said,  that  they  were 
both  good,  but  that  Tickell  had  more  of^^Homer. 

Pope  was  now  sufficiently  irritated ;  his  reputation  and 
his  interest  were  at  hazard.  He  once  intended  to  print 
together  the  four  versions  of  Dry  den,  Maynwaring,  Pope, 
and  Tickell,  that  they  might  be  readily  compared,  and 
fairly  estimated.  This  design  seems  to  have  been  de- 
feated by  the  refusal  of  Tonson,  who  was  the  proprietor  of 
the  other  three  versions. 

Pope  intended,  at  another  time,  a  rigorous  criticism  of 
Tickell's  translation,  and  had  marked  a  copy,  which  I  have 
seen,  in  all  places  that  appeared  defective.  But,  while  he 
was  thus  meditating  defence  or  revenge,  his  adversary 
sunk  before  him  without  a  blow ;  the  voice  of  the  publick 
was  not  long  divided^  and  the  preference  was  universally 
given  to  Pope's  performance. 

He  was  convinced,  by  adding  one  circumstance  to  an- 
other, that  the  other  translation  was  the  work  of  Addison 
himself;  but,  if  he  knew  it  in  Addison's  lifetime,  it  does 
not  appear  that  he  told  it.     He  left  his  illustrious  antago- 
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nisi  to  be  pumghed  by  what  has  been  considered  as  the 
most  painful  of  all  reflections,  the  remembrance  of  a  crime 
perpetrated  in  vain^ 

The  other  drcamstances  of  their  quarrel  were,  thus  re- 
lated by  Pope^ 

**  Philips  seemed  to  have  been  encouraged  to  abuse  me 
in  coffee-houses,  and  conversations:  and  Gildon  wrote  a 
thing  about  Wycherley,  in  which  he  had  abused  both  me 
and  my  relations  very  grossly.  Lord  Warwick  himself 
told  me  one  day,  that  it  was  in  vain  for  me  to  endeavour  to 
be  well  with  Mr.  Addison ;  that  his  jealous  temper  would 
never  admit  of  a  settled  friendship  between  as ;  and,  to 
convince  me  of  what  he  had  said,  assured  me,  that  Addi- 
son had  encouraged  Gildon  to  publish  those  scandals,  and 
had  given  him  ten  guineas  after  they  were  published; 
The  next  day,  while  I  was  heated  with  what  I  had  heard, 
I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Addison,  to  let  him  know  that  I  was 
not  unacquainted  with  this  behaviour  of  his ;  that  if  I  was 
to  speak  severely  of  him  in  return  for  it,  it  should  be  not  in 
such  a  dirty  way;  that  I  should  rather  tell  him,  himself, 
fairly  of  his  faults,  and  allow  his  good  qualities ;  and,  that 
it  should  be  something  in  the  following  manner :  I  then 
adjoined  the  first  sketch  of  what  has  since  been  called  my 
sature  on  Addison.  Mr.  Addison  used  me  very  civilly 
ever  after"*." 

The  verses  on  Addison,  when  they  were  sent  to  Atter- 
bury,  were  considered  by  him  as  the  most  excellent  of 
Pope's  performances ;  and  the  writer  was  advised,  since  ho 
knew  where  his  strength  lay,  not  to  suffer  it  to  remain  un- 
employed. 

This  year,  1715,  being,  by  the  subscription,  enabled  to 

live  more  by  choice,  having  persuaded  his  father  to  sell 

their  estate  at  Binfield,  he  purchased,  I  think,  only  for  his 

life,  that  house  at  Twickenham,  to  which  his  residence 


*  Spence. 

■»  See,  however,  the  life  of  Addison  in  the  Biographia  Britannica,  lait 
edition.     R. 
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irftorwards  procured  so  much  celebratioo,  and  removed 
thither  with  his  foAer  and  modier. 

Here  he  planted  the  vines  and  the  qninoonx  which  his 
yerses  mention ;  and,  being  under  the  necessity  of  making 
a  subterraneous  passage  to  a  garden  on  the  other  side  of  the 
road,  he  adorned  it  with  fossile  bodies,  and  dignified  it 
with  the  title  of  a  grotto,  a  place  of  silence  and  retreat, 
from  which  he  endeavoured  to  persimde  his  friends  and 
himself  that  cares  and  passions  could  be  excluded. 

A  grotto  is  not  often  the  wish  or  pleasure  of  an  EngBsh- 
man,  who  has  more  frequent  need  to  solicit  than  exclude 
the  sun ;  but  Pope's  excavation  was  requisite  as  an  en- 
trance to  his  garden,  and,  as  some  men  try  to  be  proud  of 
U»ir  defects,  he  extracted  an  ornament  from  an  inccmveni- 
enoe,  and  vanity  produced  a  grotto  where  neoesuty  en- 
forced a  passage. '  It  may  be  frequently  remarked  of  the 
studious  and  speculative,  that  they  are  proud  of  trifles,  and 
that  their  amusements  seem  frivolous  and  ohikEsh ;  whether 
it  be  that  men,  conscious  of  g^eat  reputation,  think  them- 
selves above  the  reach  of  censure,  and  safe  in  die  admis- 
sion of  negligent  indulgences,  or  that  mankind  expect  from 
elevated  genius  an  uniformity  of  greatness,  and  watch  its 
degradation  with  malicious  wonder ;  like  him  who,  having 
followed  with  his  eye  an  eagle  into  the  clouds,  should  la- 
ment that  she  ever  descended  to  a  perch. 

While  the  volumes  of  his  Homer  were  annually  pub- 
lished, he  collected  his  former  works,  1717,  into  one  quarto 
volume,  to  which  he  prefixed  a  preface,  written  with  great 
sprightliness  and  elegance,  which  was  afterwards  reprinted, 
with  some  passages  subjoined  that  he  at  first  omitted;  other 
marginal  additions  of  the  same  kind  he  made  in  the  later 
editions  of  his  poems.  Waller  remarks,  that  poets  lose  half 
their  praise,  because  the  reader  knows  not  what  they  have 
blotted.  Pope's  voracity  of  fame  taught  him  the  art  of 
obtaining  the  accumulated  honour,  both  of  what  he  had 
published,  and  of  what  he  had  suppressed. 

In  this  year  his  father  died  suddenly,  in  his  seventy-fifth 
year,  having  passed  twenty-nine  years  in  privacy.     He  is 
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not  Ildowh  but  by  the  character  wUeh  his  son  has  given 
him.  If  ihe  money  with  which  he  retired  was  all  g^otten 
by  himself,  he  had  traded  very  saocessfally  in  times  when 
sudden  riches  were  rarely  attainable. 

The  publication  of  the  Iliad  was  at  last  completed  in 
1720.  The  splendour  and  success  of  this  work  raised  Pope 
many  enemies,  that  endeavoured  to  depreciate  his  abilities. 
Burnet,  who  was  afterwards  a  judge  of  no  mean  reputation, 
censured  him  in  a  piece  called  Homerides,  before  it  was 
published.  Ducket,  likewise,  endeavoured  to  make  him 
ridiculous;  Dennis  was  the  perpetual  persecutor  of  all  his 
studies.  But,  whoever  his  oriticks  were,  their  writings 
are  lost;  and  the  names  which  are  preserved  are  preserved 
in  the  Dunciad. 

In  this  disastrous  year,  1720,  of  national  infatuation, 
when  more  riches  than  Peru  can  boast  were  expected  firom 
the  South-sea,  when  the  contagion  of  avarice  tamted  every 
mind,  and  even  poets  panted  after  wealth.  Pope  was  seized 
with  the  universal  passion,  and  ventured  some  of  his  money. 
The  stock  rose  in  its  price;  and  for  awhile  he  thought 
himself  the  lord  of  thousands.  But  this  dream  of  happi- 
ness did  not  last  long ;  and  he  seems  to  have  waked  soon 
enough  to  get  clear  with  the  loss  only  of  what  he  once 
thought  himself  to  have  won,  and  perhaps  not  wholly  of  that. 

Next  year  he  published  some  select  poems  of  hb  friend 
Dr.  ParneH,  with  a  very  elegant  dedicaticm  to  the  earl  of 
Oxford;  who,  after  all  his  struggles  and  dangers,  then 
lived  in  retirement,  still  under  the  frown  of  a  victorious 
faction,  who  could  take  no  pleasure  in  hearing  his  praise. 

He  gave  the  same  year,  172},  an  edition  of  Shakespeare. 
His  name  was  nov^  of  so  much  authority,  that  Tonson 
thought  himself  entitled,  by  annexing  it,  to  demand  a  sub- 
scription of  six  guineas  for  Shakespeare's  plays,  in  six  quarto 
volumes ;  nor  did  his  expectation  much  deceive  him ;  for, 
of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  which  he  printed,  he  dispersed 
a  great  number  at  the  price  proposed.  The  reputation  of 
that  edition,  indeed,  sunk  afterwards  so  low,  that  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  copies  wexe  sold  at  sixteen  shillings  each. 
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On  this  nndertaking,  to  which  Pope  was  indaced  by  a 
reward  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen  pounds  twelve  shil^ 
lings,  he  seems  never  to  have  reflected  afterwards  without 
vexation ;  for  Theobald,  a  man  of  heavy  diligence,  with 
very  slender  powers,  first,  in  a  book  called  Shakespeare 
Restored,  and  then  in  a  formal  edition,  detected  his  defi- 
ciencies with  all  the  insolence  of  victory ;  and  as  he  was 
now  high  enough  to  be  feared  and  hated,  Theobald  had 
from  others  all  the  help  that  could  be  supplied,  by  the  de* 
sire  of  humbling  a  haughty  character. 

From  this  time  Pope  became  an  enemy  to  editors,  col- 
lators, commentators,  and  verbal  criticks;  and  hoped  to 
persuade  the  world,  that  he  miscarried  in  this  undertaking, 
only  by  having  a  mind  too  great  for  such  minute  employ- 
ment. 

Pope  in  his  edition  undoubtedly  did  many  things  wrong, 
and  left  many  things  undone ;  but  let  him  not  be  defrauded 
of  his  due  praise.  He  was  the  first  that  knew,  at  least  the 
first  that  told,  by  what  helps  the  text  might  be  improyed. 
If  he  inspected  the  early  editions  negligently,  he  taught 
others  to  be  more  accurate.  In  his  pre&ce,  he  expanded, 
with  great  skill  and  elegance,  the  character  which  had  been 
given  of  Shakespeare  by  Dryden ;  and  he  drew  the  publick 
attention  upon  bis  works,  which,  though  often  mentioned, 
had  been  littie  read. 

Soon  after  the  appearance  of  the  lUad,  resolving  not 
to  let  the  general  kindness  cool,  he  publbhed  propo^ 
sals  for  a  translation  of  the  Odyssey,  in  five  volumes,  for 
five  guineas.  He  was  willing,  however,  now  to  have  as- 
sociates in  his  labour,  being  either  weary  with  toiling 
upon  another*s  thoughts,  or  havii^  heard,  as  Ruffhead 
relates,  that  Fenton  and  Broome  had  already  begun  the 
work,  and  liking  better  to  have  them  confederates  than 
rivals. 

In  the  patent,  instead  of  saying  that  he  had  **  translated'* 
the  Odyssey,  as  he  had  said  of  the  Iliad,  he  says,  that  he 
had  ''  undertaken"  a  translation ;  and  in  the  proposals,  the 
subscription  is  said  to  be  not  solely  for  his  own  uae,  but 
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for  that  of  ''  two  of  his  friends,  who  have  assisted  him  in 
this  work." 

In  1723,  while  he  was  engaged  in  this  new  version,  he 
appeared  before  the  lords  at  the  memorable  trial  of  bishop 
Atterbury,  with  whom  he  had  lived  in  great  familiarity, 
and  frequent  correspondence.  Atterbnry  had  honestly  re- 
commended to  him  the  study  of  the  popish  controversy,  in 
hope  of  his  conversion ;  to  which  Pope  answered  in  a 
manner  that  cannot  much  recommend  his  principles,  or  his 
judgment  °.  In  questions  and  projects  of  learning  they 
agreed  better.  He  was  called  at  the  trial  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  Atterbury*s  domestick  life  and  private  employ- 
ment, that  it  might  appear  how  little  time  he  had  left  for 
plots.  Pope  had  but  few  words  to  utter,  and  in  those  few 
he  made  several  blunders. 

His  letters  to  Atterbury  express  the  utmost  esteem,  ten- 
derness, and  gratitude ;  "  perhaps,"  says  he,  'Mt  is  not 
only  in  this  world  that  I  may  have  cause  to  remember  the 
bishop  of  Rochester.*'  At  their  last  interview  in  the  Tower, 
Atterbury  presented  him  with  a  bible®. 

Of  the  Odyssey,  Pope  translated  only  twelve  books ;  the 
rest  were  the  work  of  Broome  and  Fenton:  the  notes 
were  written  wholly  by  Broome,  who  was  not  over-libe- 
rally  rewarded.  The  publick  was  carefully  kept  ignorant 
of  the  several  shares ;  and  an  account  was  subjoined  at  the 
conclusion,  which  is  now  known  not  to  be  true. 

The  first  copy  of  Pope's  books,  with  those  of  Fenton, 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  Museum.  The  parts  of  Pope  are  less 
interlined  than  the  Iliad ;  and  the  latter  books  of  the  Iliad 
less  than  the  former.  He  grew  dexterous  by  practice, 
and  every  sheet  enabled  him  to  write  the  next  with  more 
facility.  The  books  of  Fenton  have  very  few  alterations 
by  the  hand  of  Pope.     Those  of  Broome  have  not  been 

"  See  the  letter  containing  Pope's  answer  to  the  bishop's  arguments  in  Ros- 
coe's  life,  i.  212. 

»  The  late  Mr.  Graves,  of  Ckivcrton,  informs  us,  that  this  bible  was  after- 
wards used  in  the  chapel  of  Prior-park.  Dr.  Warburton  probably  presented  it 
to  Mr.  Allen. 
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found;  but  Pope  complained,  as  It  is  reported,  that  he 
had  much  trouble  in  correcting  them. 

His  contract  with  Lintot  was  the  same  as  for  the  Iliad, 
except  that  only  one  hundred  pounds  were  to  be  paid  him 
for  each  volume.  The  number  of  subscribers  was  five 
hundred  and  seventy-four,  and  of  copies  eight  hundred 
and  nineteen;  so  that  his  profit,  when  he  had  paid  his  as- 
sistants,  was  still  very  considerable.  The  work  was  finished 
in  1726 ;  and  from  that  time  he  resolved  to  make  no  more 
translations^ 

The  sale  did  not  answer  lintot's  expectation ;  and  he 
then  pretended  to  discover  something  of  fraud  in  Pope, 
and  commenced  or  threatened  a  suit  in  Chancery. 

On  the  English  Odyssey  a  criticism  was  published  by 
Spence,  at  that  time  prelector  of  poetry  at  Oxford ;  a  man 
whose  learning  was  not  very  great,  and  whose  mind  was 
not  very  powerful.  His  criticism,  however,  was  com- 
monly just ;  what  he  thought,  he  thought  righUy ;  and  hU 
remarks  were  recommended  by  his  coolness  and  candour. 
In  him  Pope  had  the  first  experience  of  a  critick  without 
malevolence,  who  thought  it  as  much  his  duty  to  display 
beauties  as  expose  faults ;  who  censured  with  respect,  and 
praised  with  alacrity. 

With  this  criticism  Pope  was  so  little  offended,  that  he 
sought  the  acquaintance  of  the  writer,  who  lived  with  him, 
from  that  time,  in  great  familiarity,  attended  him  in  his  last 
hours,  and  compiled  memorials  of  his  conversation.  The 
regard  of  Pope  recommended  him  to  the  great  and  power- 
ful; and  he  obtained  very  valuable  preferments  in  the 
church. 

Not  long  after.  Pope  was  returning  home,  from  a  visit, 
in  a  friend's  eoadi,  which,  in  passing  a  bridge,  was  over- 
turned into  the  water ;  the  windows  were  closed,  and  being 
unable  to  force  them  open,  he  was  in  danger  of  immediate 
death,  when  the  postillion  snatched  him  out  by  breaking  the 
glass,  of  which  the  fragments  cut  two  of  his  fingers  in  such 
a  manner,  that  he  lost  their  use. 
Voltaire,  who  was  then  in  England,  sent  him  a  letter  of 
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consolation.  He  had  been  enteiitained  by  Pope  at  bis 
table,  where  he  talked  with  so  much  grossness,  that  Mrs. 
Pope  was  driven  from  the  room.  Pope  discovered,  by  a 
trick,  that  he  was  a  spy  for  the  court,  and  never  considered 
him  as  a  man  worthy  of  confidence. 

He  soon  afterwards,  1727,  joined  with  Swift,  who  was 
then  in  England,  to  publish  three  volumes  of  Miscellanies, 
in  which,  amongst  other  things,  he  inserted  the  Memoirs 
of  a  Parish  Clerk,  in  ridicule  of  Bumet*s  importance  in  his 
own  history,  and  a  Debate  upon  Black  and  White  Horses, 
written  in  all  the  formalities  of  a  legal  process  by  the  as- 
sistance, as  is  said,  of  Mr.  Fortescue,  afterwards  master  of 
the  Rolls.  Before  these  Miscellanies  is  a  preface  signed 
by  Swift  and  Pope,  but  apparently  written  by  Pope ;  in 
which  he  makes  a  ridiculous  and  romantick  complaint  of 
the  robberies  committed  upon  authors  by  the  clandestine 
seizure  and  sale  of  their  papers.  He  tells,  in  tragick 
strains,  how  *'  the  cabinets  of  the  sick  and  the  closets  of 
the  dead  have  been  broke  open  and  ransacked ;"  as  if  those 
violences  were  often  committed  for  papers  of  uncertain 
and  accidental  value,  which  are  rarely  provoked  by  real 
treasures ;  as  if  epigrams  and  essays  were  in  danger^  where 
gold  and  diamonds  are  safe.  A  cat  bunted  for  his  musk 
is,  accordbg  to  Pope's  account,  but  the  emblem  of  a  wit 
winded  by  booksellers. 

His  complaint,  however,  received  some  attestation ;  for, 
the  same  year,  the  letters  written  by  him,  to  Mr.  Cromwell, 
in  his  youth,  were  sold  by  Mrs.  Thomas  to  Curll,  who 
printed  them. 

In  these  Miscellanies  was  first  published  the  Art  of 
Sinking  in  Poetry,  which,  by  such  a  train  of  consequences 
as  usually  passes  in  literary  quarrels,  {^ve,  in  a  short  time, 
according  to  Pope's  account,  occasion  to  the  Dunciad. 

In  the  following  year,  1728,  he  began  to  put  Atter- 
bury*s  advice  in  practice ;  and  showed  bis  satirical  powers 
by  publishing  the  Dunciad,  one  of  his  greatest  and  most 
elaborate  performances,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  sink 
into  contempt  all  the  niters  by  whom  he  had  been  at- 
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tacked,  and  some  others  whom  he  thought  unable  to  defend 
themselves. 

At  the  head  of  the  dunces  he  placed  poor  Theobald, 
whom  he  accused  of  ingratitude ;  but  whose  real  crime  was 
supposed  to  be  that  of  having  revised  Shakespeare  more 
happily  than  himself.  This  satire  had  the  effect  which 
he  intended,  by  blasting  the  characters  which  it  touched. 
Ralph  P,  who,  unnecessarily  interposing  in  the  quarrel,  got 
a  place  in  a  subsequent  edition,  complained  that,  for  a  time, 
he  was  in  danger  of  starving,  as  the  booksellers  had  no 
longer  any  confidence  in  his  capacity. 

The  prevalence  of  this  poem  was  gradual  and  slow ;  the 
plan,  if  not  wholly  new,  was  little  understood  by  common 
readeps.  Many  of  the  allusions  required  illustration ;  the 
names  were  often  expressed  only  by  the  initial  and  final 
letters,  and,  if  they  had  been  printed  at  length,  were  such 
as  few  had  known  or  recollected.  The  subject  itself  had 
nothing  generally  interesting,  for  whom  did  it  concern  to 
know  that  one  or  another  scribbler  was  a  dunce  ?  If,  there- 
fore, it  had  been  possible  for  those  who  were  attacked  to 
eonceal  their  pain  and  their  resentment,  the  Dunciad  might 
%ave  made  its  way  very  slowly  in  the  world. 

This,  however,  was  not  to  be  expected :  every  man  is  of 
importance  to  himself,  and,  therefore,  in  his  own  opinion,  to 
others ;  and,  supposing  the  world  already  acquainted  with 
all  his  plefisures  and  his  pains,  is,  perhaps,  the  first  to  pub- 
lish injuries  or  misfortunes,  which  had  never  been  known 
unless  related  by  himself,  and  at  which  those  that  hear 
them  will  only  laugh;  for  no  man  sympathizes  with  the 
florrows  of  vanity. 

The  history  of  the  Dunciad  is  very  minutely  related  by 
Pope  himself,  in  a  dedication  which  he  wrote  to  lord  Mid- 
dlesex in  the  name  of  Savage. 

''  I  will  relate  the  war  of  the  dunces,  (for  so  it  has  been 
commonly  called,)  which  began  in  the  year  1727,  and  ended 
in  1730." 

"  When  Dr.  Swift  and  Mr.  Pope  thought  it  proper,  for 
V  See  note  to  Adventurer,  N^  138. 
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reasons  specified  jn  the  preface  to  their  Miscellanies^  to 
publish  such  little  pieces  of  theirs  as  had  casually  got 
abroad,  there  was  added  to  them  the  treatise  of  the  Ba- 
thos, or  the  Art  of  Sinking  in  Poetry.  It  happened  that, 
in  one  chapter  of  this  piece,  the  several  species  of  bad 
poets  were  ranged  in  classes,  to  which  were  prefixed  al- 
most all  the  letters  of  the  alphabet ;  (the  greatest  part  of 
them  at  random ;)  but  such  was  the  number  of  poets  emi- 
nent in  that  art,  that  some  one  or  other  took  every  letter 
to  himself:  all  fell  into  so  violent  a  fury,  that,  for  half  a 
year  or  more,  the  common  newspapers  (in  most  of  which 
they  had  some  property,  as  being  hired  writers)  were  filled 
with  the  most  abusive  falsehoods  and  scurrilities  they  could 
possibly  devise;  a  liberty  no  way  to  be  wondered  at  in 
those  people,  and  in  those  papers,  that,  for  many  years, 
during  the  uncontrouled  license  of  the  press,  had  aspersed 
almost  all  the  great  characters  of  the  age,  and  this  with 
impunity,  their  own  persons  and  names  being  utterly  secret 
and  obscure. 

**  This  gave  Mr.  Pope  the  thought,  that  he  had  now 
some  opportunity  of  doing  good,  by  detecting  and  drag- 
ging into  light  these  common  enemies  of  mankind ;  since 
to  invalidate  this  universal  slander,  it  sufficed  to  show  what 
contemptible  men  were  the  authors  of  it.  He  was  not 
without  hopes  that,  by  manifesting  the  dulness  of  those 
who  had  only  malice  to  recommend  them,  either  the  book- 
sellers would  not  find  their  account  in  employing  them,  or 
the  men  themselves,  when  discovered,  want  courage  to 
proceed  in  so  unlawful  an  occupation.  This  it  was  that 
gave  birth  to  the  Dunciad;  and  he  thought  it  an  happi- 
ness, that,  by  the  late  flood  of  slander  on  himself,  he  had 
acquired  such  a  peculiar  right  over  their  names  as  was 
necessary  to  this  design. 

"  On  the  12th  of  March,  1729,  at  St.  James's,  that 
poem  was  presented  to  the  king  and  queen  (who  had  be- 
fore been  pleased  to  read  it)  by  the  right  honourable  sir 
•Robert  Walpole ;  and,  some  days  after,  the  whole  im- 
pression was  taken  and  dispersed  by  several  noblemen, 
and  persons  of  the  first  distinction. 
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''  It  k»  certainly,  a  trae  observatioii,  that  no  people  are 
80  impatieiit  of  censure  as  those  who  are  the  greatest 
slanderers,  which  was  wonderfnlly  exemplified  on  this  oc- 
casion. On  the  day  the  book  was  first  vended,  a  crowd 
of  authors  besieged  the  shop ;  entreaties,  advices,  threats 
of  law  and  battery,  nay,  cries  of  treason,  were  all  employed 
to  hinder  the  coming  out  of  the  Dnnciad ;  on  the  other 
side,  the  booksellers  and  hawkers  made  as  great  efforts  to 
procure  it.  What  could  a  few  poor  authors  do  against  so 
great  a  majority  as  the  publick  1  There  was  no  stopping  a 
torrent  with  a  finger ;  so  out  it  came. 

'*  Many  ludicrous  circumstances  attended  it.  The  dunces 
(for  by  this  name  they  were  called)  held  weekly  clubs,  to 
consult  of  hostilities  against  the  author ;  one  wrote  a  letter 
to  a  great  minister,  assuring  him  Mr.  Pope  was  the  great- 
est enemy  the  government  had;  and  another  bought  his 
image  in  clay,  to  execute  him  in  effigy ;  with  which  sad 
sort  of  satisfaction  the  gentlemen  were  a  little  comforted. 

**  Some  false  editions  of  the  book  having  an  owl  in  their 
frontispiece,  the  true  one,  to  distinguish  it,  fixed  in  its 
stead  an  ass  laden  with  authors.  Then  another  surreptiti- 
ous one  being  printed  with  the  same  ass,  the  new  edition 
in  octavo  returned,  for  distinction,  to  the  owl  again.  Hence 
arose  a  great  contest  of  booksellers  against  booksellers, 
and  advertisements  against  advertisements ;  some  recom- 
mending the  edition  of  the  owl,  and  others  the  edition  of 
the  ass ;  by  which  names  they  came  to  be  distinguished, 
to  the  great  honour  also  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Dunciad." 

Pope  appears,  by  this  narrative,  to  have  contemplated  bis 
victory  over  the  dunces  with  great  exultation;  and  such 
was  his  delight  in  the  tumult  which  he  had  raised,  that  for 
awhile  his  natural  sensibility  was  suspended,  and  he  read 
reproaches  and  invectives  without  emotion,  considering 
them  only  as  the  necessary  effects  of  that  pain  which  he 
rejoiced  in  having  given. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  concealed  that,  by  his  own  con- 
fession, he  was  the  aggressor ;  for  nobody  believes  that  the 
letters  in  the  Bathos  were  placed  at  random ;  and  it  may 
be  discovered  that,  when  he  thinks  himself  concealed,  he 
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indalges  the  commoD  vanity  of  common  men»  and  triumphs 
in  those  distinctions  which  he  had  affected  to  despise.  He 
is  proud  that  his  book  was  presented  to  the  king  and  queen 
by  the  right  honourable  sir  Robert  Walpole ;  he  is  proud 
that  they  had  read  it  before ;  he  is  proud  that  the  edition 
was  taken  off  by  the  noUlity  and  persons  of  the  first  dis- 
tinction. 

The  edition  of  which  he  speaks  was,  I  believe,  that 
which,  by  telling  in  the  text  the  names,  and  in  the  notes 
the  characters,  of  those  whom  he  had  satirized,  was  made 
intelligible  and  diverting.  The  criticks  had  now  declared 
their  approbation  of  the  plan,  and  the  common  reader  be- 
gan to  like  it  without  fear ;  those  who  were  strangers  to 
petty  literature,  and,  therefore,  unable  to  decipher  initials 
and  blanks,  had  now  names  and  persons  brought  within 
their  view;  and  delighted  in. the  visible  effect  of  those 
shafts  of  malice,  which  they  had  hitherto  contemplated,  as 
shot  into  the  air. 

Dennis,  upon  the  fresh  provocation  now  given  him,  re- 
newed the  enmity  which  had,  for  a  time,  been  appeased  by 
mutual  civilities  ;  and  published  remarks,  which  he  had  till 
then  suppressed,  upon  the  Rape  of  the  Lock.  Many  more 
grumbled  in  secret,  or  vented  their  resentment  in  the  news- 
papers by  epigrams  or  invectives. 

Ducket,  indeed,  being  mentioned  as  loving  Burnet  with 
**  pious  passion,"  pretended  that  his  moral  character  was 
injured,  and,  for  some  time,  declared  his  resolution  to  take 
vengeance  with  a  cudgel.  But  Pope  appeased  him,  by 
changing  "  pious  passion"  to  **  cordial  friendship ;"  and  by 
a  note,  in  which  he  vehemently  disclaims  the  malignity  of 
meaning  imputed  to  the  first  expression. 

Aaron  Hill,  who  was  represented  as  diving  for  the  prize, 
expostulated  with  Pope  in  a  manner  so  much  superiour  to 
all  mean  solicitation,  that  Pope  was  reduced  to  sneak  and 
shuffle,  sometimes  to  deny,  and  sometimes  to  apologize ; 
he  first  endeavours  to  wound,  and  is  then  afraid  to  own 
that  he  meant  a  blow. 

The  Dunciad,  in  the  complete  edition,  is  addressed  to 
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Dr.  Swift :  of  the  notes,  part  were  written  by  Dr.  Arbuth- 
not;  and  an  apologetical  letter  was  prefixed,  signed  by 
Cleland,  but  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  Pope. 

After  this  general  wgr^  upon  d^^lness,  he  seems  to  have 
ind^ged  himself  awhile  in  tranquillity ;  but  his  subsequent 
productions  prove  that  he  was  not  idle.  He  published, 
1731,  a  poem  on  Taste,  in  which  he  very  particularly  and 
severely  criticises  the  house,  the  furniture,  the  gardens, 
and  the  entertainments,  of  Timon,  a  man  of  great  wealth 
and  little  taste.  By  Timon  he  was  universally  supposed, 
and  by  the  earl  of  Burlington,  to  whom  the  poem  was  ad- 
dressed, was  privately  said,  to  mean  the  duke  of  Chandos; 
a  man,  perhaps,  too  much  delighted  with  pomp  and  show, 
but  of  a  temper  kind  and  beneficent,  and  who  had,  conse- 
quently, the  voice  of  the  publick  in  hb  favour. 

A  violent  outcry  was,  therefore,  raised  against  the  in- 
gratitude and  treachery  of  Pope,  who  was  said  to  have 
been  indebted  to  the  patronage  of  Chandos  for  a  present 
of  a  thousand  pounds,  and  who  gained  the  opportunity  of 
insulting  him  by  the  kindness  of  his  invitation. 

The  receipt  of  the  thousand  pounds  Pope  publickly  de- 
nied ;  but  from  the  reproach  which  the  attack  on  a  charac- 
ter so  amiable  brought  upon  him,  he  tried  all  means  of 
escaping.  The  name  of  Cleland  was  again  employed  in 
an  apology,  by  which  no  man  was  satisfied ;  and  he  was  at 
last  reduced  to  shelter  his  temerity  behind  dissimulation, 
and  endeavour  to  make  that  disbelieved  which  he  never 
had  confidence  openly  to  deny.  He  wrote  an  exculpatory 
letter  to  the  duke,  which  was  answered  with  great  magna- 
nimity, as  by  a  man  who  accepted  his  excuse  without  be- 
lieving his  professions.  He  said,  that  to  have  ridiculed 
his  taste,  or  his  buildings,  had  been  an  indifierent  action 
in  another  man ;  but  that  in  Pope,  after  the  reciprocal 
kindness  that  had  been  exchanged  between  them,  it  had 
been  less  easily  excused. 

Pope,  in  one  of  his  letters,  complaining  of  the  treatment 
which  his  poem  had  found,  "  owns  that  such  criticks  can 
intimidate  him,  nay,  almost  persuade  him  to  write  no  more, 
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which  is  a  compliment  this  age  deserves.'*  The  man  who 
threatens  the  world  is  always  ridiculous ;  for  the  world  can 
easily  go  on  without  him,  and,  in  a  short  time,  will  cease  to 
miss  him.  I  have  heard  of  ad  idiot,  who  used  to  revenge 
his  vexatious  by  lying  all  night  upon  the  bridge.  **  There 
is  nothing,"  says  Juvenal,  **  that  a  man  will  not  believe  in 
his  own  favour."  Pope  had  been  flattered  till  he  thought 
himself  one  of  the  moving  powers  in  the  system  of  life. 
When  he  talked  of  laying  down  his  pen,  those  who  sat 
round  him  entreated  and  implored ;  and  self-love  did  not 
sufier  him  to  suspect  that  they  went  away  and  laughed. 

The  following  year  deprived  him  of  Gay,  a  man  whom 
he  had  known  early,  and  whom  he  seemed  to  love  with 
more  tenderness  than  any  other  of  his  literary  friends. 
Pope  was  now  forty-four  years  old ;  an  age  at  which  the 
mind  begins  less  easily  to  admit  new  confidence,  and  the 
will  to  grow  less  flexible;  and  when,  therefore,  the  de- 
parture of  an  old  friend  is  very  acutely  felt. 

In  the  next  year  he  lost  his  mother,  not  by  an  unex- 
pected death,  for  she  had  lasted  to  the  age  of  ninety-three; 
but  she  did  not  die  unlamented.  The  filial  piety  of  Pope 
was  in  the  highest  degree  amiable  and  exemplary;  his 
parents  had  the  happiness  of  living  till  he  was  at  the  sum- 
mit of  poetical  reputation,  till  he  was  at  ease  in  his  fortune, 
and  without  a  rival  in  his  fame,  and  found  no  diminution 
of  his  respect  or  tenderness.  Whatever  was  his  pride,  to 
them  he  was  obedient ;  and  whatever  was  his  irritability, 
to  them  he  was  gentle.  Life  has,  among  its  soothing  and 
quiet  comforts,  few  things  better  to  give  than  such  a  son. 

One  of  the  passages  of  Pope's  life,  which  seems  to  xle- 
serve  some  inquiry,  was  a  publication  of  letters  between 
him  and  many  of  his  friends,  which  falling  into  the  hands  of 
Curll,  a  rapacious  bookseller  of  no  good  fame,  were  by  him 
printed  and  sold.  This  volume  containing  some  letters 
from  noblemen.  Pope  incited  a  prosecution  against  him  in 
the  house  of  lords  for  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  attended 
himself  to  stimulate  the  resentment  of  his  friends.  Curll 
appeared  at  the  bar,  and,  knowing  himself  in  no  great 
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danger,  spoke  of  Pope  with  very  little  reverence.  **  He 
has,**  said  CurlU  **  a  knack  at  versifying,  but  in  prose  I 
think  myself  a  match  for  him."  When  the  orders  of  the 
house  were  examined,  none t)f  them  appeared  to  have  been 
infringed;  Curll  went  away  triumphant,  and  Pope  was 
left  to  seek  some  other  remedy. 

Curll*8  account  was,  that  one  evening  a  man  in  a  clergy- 
man's gown,  but  with  a  lawyer's  band,  brought  and  oflfered 
to  sale  a  number  of  printed  volumes,  which  he  found  to  be 
Pope's  Epistolary  Correspondence;  that  he  asked  no  name, 
and  was  told  none,  but  gave  the  price  demanded,  and 
thought  himself  authorised  to.  use  his  purchase  to  his  own 
advantage. 

That  Curll  gave  a  true  account  of  the  transaction  it  is 
reasonable  to  believe,  because  no  falsehood  was  ever  de- 
tected^ ;  and  when,  some  years  afterwards,  I  mentioned  it 
to  lintot,  the  son  of  Bernard,  he  declared  his  opbion  to 
be,  that  Pope  knew  better  than  any  body  else  how  Curll 
obtained  the  copies,  because  another  parcel  was  at  the 
same  time  sent  to  himself,  for  which  no  price  had  ever  been 
demanded,  as  he  made  known  his  resolution  not  to  pay  a 
porter,  and  consequently  not  to  deal  with  a  nameless  agent. 

Such  care  had  been  taken  to  make  them  publick,  that 
they  were  sent  at  once  to  two  booksellers ;  to  Curll,  who 
was  likely  to  seize  them  as  a  prey ;  and  to  lintot,  who 
might  be  expected  to  give  Pope  information  of  the  seem- 
ing injury.  Lintot,  I  believe,  did  nothing ;  and  Curll  did 
what  was  expected.  That  to  make  them  publick  was  the 
only  purpose,  may  be  reasonably  supposed,  because  the 
nuTibers  offered  to  sale  by  the  private  messengers  showed 
that  hope  of  gain  could  not  have  been  the  motive  of  the 
impression. 

It  seems  that  Pope,  being  desirous  of  printing  his  let- 
ters, and  not  knowing  how  to  do,  without  imputation  of 

4  Mr.  Disraeli  has  discussed  the  whole  of  this  afiair  in  his  Quarrels  of  Authors, 
i.  176.  Mr.  Roscoe  likewise,  in  his  life  of  Pope,  examines  very  iiilly  all  the  evi- 
dence to  be  gathered  on  the  point,  and  comes  to  a  conclusion  much  less  re- 
puuble  to  Curll,  than  that  Cb  be  inferred  from  Dr.  Johnson's  arguments.    En. 
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vanity,  what  has  in  this  country  been  done  very  rarely, 
contrived  an  appearance  of  compuhdon;  that,  when  he 
could  complain  that  his  letters  were  surreptitioiisly  pub- 
lished, he  might  decently  and  defensively  publish  them 
himself. 

Pope's  private  correspondence,  thus  promulgated,  filled 
the  nation  with  praises  of  his  candour,  tenderness,  and  be- 
nevolence, the  purity  of  his  purposes,  and  the  fidelity  of 
his  friendship.  There  were  some  letters  which  a  very  good 
or  a  very  wise  man  would  wish  suppressed ;  but,  as  they 
had  been  already  exposed,  it  was  impracticable  now  to  re- 
tract them. 

From  the  perusal  of  those  letters,  Mr.  Allen  first  con- 
ceived the  desire  of  knowing  him ;  and  with  so  much  zeal 
did  he  cultivate  the  friendship  which  he  had  newly  formed, 
that,  when  Pope  told  his  purpose  of  vindicating  his  own 
property  by  a  genuine  edition,  he  ofiered  to  pay  the  cost. 

This,  however.  Pope  did  not  accept;  but,  in  time,  solicited 
a  subscription  for  a  quarto  volume,  which  appeared,  1737, 
I  believe,  with  sufficient  profit.  In  the  preface  he  tells, 
that  his  letters  were  reposited  in  a  friend's  library,  said  to 
be  the  earl  of  Oxford's,  and  that  the  copy  thence  stolen 
was  sent  to  the  press.  The  story  was  doubtless  received 
with  different  degrees  of  credit.  It  may  be  suspected  that 
the  preface  to  the  Miscellanies  was  written  to  prepare  the 
publick  for  such  an  incident;  and  to  strengthen  this  opinion, 
James  Worsdale,  a  painter,  who  was  employed  in  clan^ 
destine  negotiations,  but  whose  veracity  was  very  doubtful, 
declared  that  he  was  the  messenger  who  carried,  by  Pope's 
direction,  the  books  to  Curll. 

When  they  were  thus  published  and  avowed,  as  they  had 
relation  to  recent  facts,  and  persons  either  then  living  or 
not  yet  forgotten,  they  may  be  supposed  to  have  found 
readers ;  but  as  the  facts  were  minute,  and  the  characters, 
being  either  private  or  literary,  were  little  known,  or  little 
regarded,  tbey  awakened  no  popular  kindness  or  resent- 
ment ;  the  book  never  became  much  the  subject  of  conver- 
sation ;  some  read  it  as  contemporary  history,  and  some, 
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perhaps,  as  a  model  of  epistolary  language ;  but  those  who 
read  it  did  not  talk  of  it.  Not  much,  therefore,  was  added 
by  it  to  fame  or  envy  ;  nor  do  I  remember  that  it  produced 
either  publick  praise  or  publick  ceusure. 

It  had,  however,  in  some  degree,  the  recommendation 
of  novelty.  Our  language  had  few  letters,  except  those 
of  statesmen.  Howel,  indeed,  about  a  century  ago,  pub- 
lished his  letters,  which  are  commended  by  Morhoff,  and 
which  alone,  of  his  hundred  volumes,  continue  his  memory. 
Loveda/s  letters  were  printed  only  once ;  those  of  Her- 
bert and  Suckling  are  hardly  known.  Mrs.  Phillips's  (Orin- 
da's)  are  equally  neglected.  And  those  of  Walsh  seem 
written  as  exercises,  and  were  never  sent  to  any  living 
mistress  or  friend.  Pope's  epistolary  excellence  had  an 
open  field ;  he  had  no  English  rival,  living  or  dead. 

Pope  is  seen  in  this  collection  as  connected  with  the 
other  contemporary  wits,  and  certainly  suffers  no  disgrace 
in  the  comparison ;  but  it  must  be  remembered,  that  he 
had  the  power  of  favouring  himself;  he  might  have  ori- 
ginally had  publication  in  his  mind,  and  have  written  with 
care,  or  have  afterwards  selected  those  which  he  had  most 
happily  conceived,  or  most  diligently  laboured ;  and  I  know 
not  whether  there  does  not  appear  something  more  studied 
and  artificial  **  in  his  productions  than  the  rest,  except  one 
long  letter  by  Bolingbroke,  composed  with  all  the  skill  and 
industry  of  a  professed  author.  It  is,  indeed,  not  easy  to 
distinguish  afiectation  from  habit ;  he  that  has  once  studi- 
ously formed  a  style,  rarely  writes  afterwards  with  com- 
plete ease.  Pope  may  be  said  to  write  always  with  his  re- 
putation in  his  head;  Swift,  perhaps,  like  a  man  who 
remembered  he  was  writing  to  Pope ;  but  Arbuthnot,  like 
one  who  lets  thoughts  drop  from  his  pen  as  they  rise  into 
his  mind. 

Before  these  letters  appeared,  he  published  the  first  part 
of  what  he  persuaded  himself  to  think  a  system  of  ethicks, 

'  These  letters  were  evidently  prepared  for  the  press  by  Pope  himself.  Some 
of  the  originab,  lately  discovered,  will  prove  this  beyond  aU  dispute ;  in  the 
edition  of  Pope's  works,  lately  published  by  Mr.  Bowles. 
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under  the  title  of  an  Essay  on  Man ;  which,  if  his  letter  to 
Swift,  of  Sept.  14, 1725,  be  rightly  explained  by  the  com- 
mentator, had  been  eight  years  ander  his  consideration, 
and  of  which  he  seems  to  have  desired  the  success  with 
great  solicitude.  He  had  now  many  open,  and,  doubtless, 
many  secret  enemies.  The  dunces  were  yet  smarting 
with  the  war ;  and  the  superiority  which  he  publickly  arro- 
gated, disposed  the  world  to  wish  his  humiliation. 

All  this  he  knew,  and  against  all  this  he  provided.  His 
own  name,  and  that  of  his  friend  to  whom  the  work  is  in- 
scribed, were  in  the  first  editions  carefully  suppressed; 
and  the  poem,  being  of  a  new  kind,  was  ascribed  to  one  or 
another,  as  favour  determined,  or  conjecture  wandered ;  it 
was  given,  says  Warburton,  to  every  man,  except  him  only 
who  could  write  it.  Those  who  like  only  when  they  like 
the  author,  and  who  are  under  the  dominion  of  a  name, 
condemned  it;  and  those  admired  it  who  are  willing  to 
scatter  praise  at  random,  which,  while  it  is  unappropriated , 
excites  no  envy.  Those  friends  of  Pope,  that  were  fensted 
with  the  secret,  went  about  lavishing  honours  on  the  new- 
bom  poet,  and  hinting  that  Pope  was  never  so  much  in 
danger  from  any  former  rival. 

To  those  authors  whom  he  had  personally  ofiended,  and 
to  those  whose  opinion  the  world  considered  as  decisive, 
and  whom  he  suspected  of  envy  or  malevolence,  he  sent 
his  essay  as  a  present  before  publication,  that  they  might 
defeat  their  own  enmity  by  praises,  which  they  could  not 
afterwards  decently  retract. 

With  these  precautions,  in  1733,  was  published  the  first 
part  of  the  Essay  on  Man.  There  had  been,  for  some 
time,  a  report  that  Pope  was  busy  upon  a  system  of  mo- 
rality; but  this  design  was  not  discovered  in  the  new  poem, 
which  had  a  form  and  a  title  with  which  its  readers  were 
unacquainted.  Its  reception  was  not  uniform;  some 
thought  it  a  very  imperfect  piece,  though  not  without  good 
lines.  While  the  author  was  unknown,  some,  as  will 
always  happen,  favoured  him  as  an  adventurer,  and  some* 
censured  him  as  an  intruder ;  but  all  thought  him  above 
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neglect;  the  sale  increasedf  and  editions  were  multi- 
plied*. 

The  subsequent  editions  of  the  first  epistle  exhibited 
two  memorable  corrections.  At  firsts  the  poet  and  his 
friend^ 

Expatiate  freely  o'er  this  scene,  of  man^ 
A  mighty  maze  of  walks  without  a  plan. 

For  which  he  wrote  afterwards, 

A  mighty  maze,  hut  not  without  a  plan : 

for,  if  there  were  no  plan,  it  were  in  vain  to  describe  or  to 
trace  the. maze. 

The  other  alteration  was  of  these  lines : 

And  spite  of  pride,  and  in  thy  reason's  spite. 
One  truth  is  dear,  whatever  is,  is  right ; 

but  having  afterwards  discovered,  or  been  shown,  that  the 
**  truth*'  which  subsisted  ^*  in  spite  of  reason"  could  not  be 
very  *'  clear,"  he  substituted, 

And  spite  of  pride,  in  erring  reason's  spite. 

To  such  oversights  will  the  most  vigorous  mind  be  lia- 
ble, when  it  is  employed  at  once  upon  argument  and 
poetry. 

The  second  and  third  epistles  were  published;  and 
Pope  was,  I  believe,  more  and  more  suspected  of  writing 
them ;  at  last,  in  1784,  he  avowed  the  fourth,  and  claimed 
the  honour  of  a  moral  poet. 

■  Ayre,  in  his  life  of  Pope,  ii,  215,  relates  an  amnsing  anecdote  on  this  occa- 
sion. '*  Soon  after  the  appearance  of  the  first  epistle/'  he  obserres,  "  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  attempted  some  things  in  the  poetical  way,  called  on  Pope, 
who  inquired  from  him,  what  news  there  was  in  the  learned  world,  and  what 
new  pieces  were  brought  to  light  1  The  visiter  replied,  that  there  was  little  or 
nothing  worthy  notice;  that  there  was,  indeed,  a  thing  called  an  Essay  on 
Man,  shocking  poetry,  insufferable  philosophy,  no  coherence,  no  connexion. 
Pope  could  not  repress  his  indignation,  and  instantly  avowed  himself  the  au- 
Ihor.  This  was  like  a  clap  of  thunder  to  the  mistaken  bard,  who  took  up  his  hat 
and  never  ventured  to  show  his  unlucky  face  there  again."  It  is  generally  sup- 
posed that  Mallet  was  this  luckless  person.    £d. 
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In  the  conclusion  it  is  sufficiently  acknowledged^  that 
the  doctrine  of  the  Essay  on  Man  was  received  from  Bo- 
lingbroke,  who  is  said  to  have  ridiculed  Pope,  among  those 
who  enjoyed  his  confidence,  as  having  adopted  and  ad- 
vanced principles  of  which  he  did  not  perceive  the  conse- 
quence, and  as  blindly  propagating  opinions  contrary  to  his 
own.  That  those  communications  had  been  consolidated 
into  a  scheme  regularly  drawn,  and  delivered  to  Pope, 
from  whom  it  returned  only  transformed  from  prose  to 
verse,  has  been  reported,  but  can  hardly  be  true.  The 
essay  plainly  appears  the  fabrick  of  a  poet :  what  Boling- 
broke  supplied  could  be  only  the  first  principles ;  the  order, 
illustration,  and  embellishments,  must  all  be  Pope's. 

These  principles  it  is  not  my  business  to  clear  from  ob- 
scurity, dogmatism,  or  falsehood ;  but  they  were  not  im- 
mediately examined;  philosophy  and  poetry  have  not 
often  the  same  readers ;  and  the  essay  abounded  in  splen- 
did amplifications,  and  sparkling  sentences,  which  were  read 
and  admired  with  no  great  attention  to  their  ultimate  pur- 
pose; its  flowers, caught  the  eye,  which  did  not  see  what 
the  gay  foliage  conceded,  and,  for  a  time,  flourished  in  the 
sunshine  of  universal  approbation.  So  little  was  any  evil 
tendency  discovered,  that,  as  innocence  is  unsuspicious, 
many  read  it  for  a  manual  of  piety. 

Its  reputation  soon  invited  a  translator.  It  was  first 
turned  into  French  prose,  and  afterwards,  by  Resnel,  into 
verse.  Both  translations  fell  into  the  hands'  of  Crousaz, 
who  first,  when  he  had  the  version  in  prose,  wrote  a  gene- 
ral censure,  and  afterwards  reprinted  Resnel's  version, 
with  particular  remarks  upon  every  paragraph. 

Crousaz  was  a  professor  of  Switzerland,  eminent  for  his 
treatise  of  logick,  and  his  Examen  de  Pyrrhonisme ;  and, 
however  little  known  or  regarded  here,  was  no  mean  anta- 
gonist. His  mind  was  one  of  those  in  which  philosophy 
and  piety  are  happily  united.  He  was  accustomed  to 
argument  and  disquisition,  and,  perhaps,  was  grown  too 
desirous  of  detecting  faults ;  but  his  intentions  were  al- 
ways right,  hia  opinions  were  solid,  and  his  religion  pure. 
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His  incessant  vigilance  for  the  promotion  of  piety  dis- 
posed him  to  look  vith  distrust  upon  all  metaphysical  sys^ 
terns  of  theology,  and  all  schemes  of  virtue  and  happiness 
purely  rational ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  not  long  before  he 
was  persuaded  that  the  positions  of  Pope,  as  they  ter- 

yminated,  for  the  most  part,  in  natural  religion,  were  in- 
tended to  draw  mankind  away  from  revelation,  and  to  re- 
present the  whole  course  of  things  as  a  necessary  con- 
catenation of  indissoluble  fatality ;  and  it  is  undeniable, 
that  in  many  passages  a  religious  eye  may  easily  dis- 
cover expressions  not  very  favourable  to  morals,  or  to 
liberty. 

About  this  time  Warburton  began  to  make  his  appear- 
ance in  the  first  ranks  of  learning.  He  was  a  man  of 
vigorous  faculties,  a  mind  fervid  and  vehement,  supplied 
by  incessant  and  unlimited  inquiry,  with  wonderful  extent 
and  variety  of  knowledge,  which  yet  had  not  oppressed  his 
imagination,  nor  clouded  his  perspicacity.  To  every  work 
he  brought  a  memory  full  fraught,  together  with  a  fancy 
fertile  of  original  combinations,  and,  at  once,  exerted  the 
powers  of  the  scholar,  the  reasoner,  and  the  wit.  But  his 
knowledge  was  too  multifarious  to  be  always  exact,  and  his 
pursuits  too  eager  to  be  always  cautious.  His  abilities 
gave  him  an  haughty  confidence,  which  he  disdained  to 
conceal  or  mollify;  and  his  impatience  of  opposition  disposed 
him  to  treat  his  adversaries  with  such  contemptuous  superio- 
rity, as  made  his  readers  commonly  his  enemies,  and  excited 
against  the  advocate  the  wishes  of  some  who  favoured  the 
cause.  He  seems  to  have  adopted  the  Roman  emperour*s 
determination,  ''  oderint  dum  metuant ;"  he  used  no  allure- 
ments of  gentle  language,  but  wished  to  compel  rather 
than  persuade. 

His  style  is  copious  without  selection,  and  forcible  with- 
out neatness ;  he  took  the  words  that  presented  themselves : 
his  diction  is  coarse  and  impure,  aud  his  sentences  are 
unmeasured. 

He  had,  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  pleased  himself  with 
the  notice  of  inferiour  wits,  and  corresponded  with  the  ene- 
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mies  of  Pape.  A  letter^  was  prodoeed,  when  he  bad, 
perhaps,  himself  forgotten  it,  in  which  he  tells  Coneami^ 
**  Dryden,  I  observe,  borrows  for  want  of  leisnre,  and 
Pope  for  want  of  genius ;  Milton  oot  of  pride,  and  Addison 
out  of  modestj.'*  And  when  Theobald  pnblisbed  Shake- 
speare, in  opposition  to  Pope,  the  best  notes  wese  suppfied 
by  Warburton. 

But  the  time  was  now  come  when  Warburton  was  to 
change  his  opinion;  and  Pope  was  to  find  a  defender  in  him 
who  had  contributed  so  much  to  the  exaltation  of  his  rivaL 

The  arrogance  of  Warburton  excited  against  him  every 
artifice  of  offence,  and,  theiefojre,  it  may  be  sappeged  that 
his  union  wifth  Pope  was  censured  as  hypocritical  incon^ 
stancy ;  but  surely  to  think  differently,  at  different  times, 
of  poetical  merit,  may  be  easily  allowed.  Such  opinions 
are  often  admitted,  and  dismissed,  without  nice  examina- 
tion. Who  is  there  tbat  has  not  found  reason  for  changing 
his  mind  about  questions  of  greater  importance  X 

Warburton,  whatever  was  his  motive,  undertook,  with- 
out solicitation,  to  rescue  Pope  from  the  talons  of  Crousaa, 
by  freeing  him  from  the  imputation  of  favouring  fatality, 
or  rejecting  revelation;  and  from  month  to  month  con^ 
tinned  a  vindication  of  the  Essay  on  Man,  in  the  literary 
journal  of  that  time,  called  the  Bepublick  of  Letters. 

Pope,  who  probably  began  to  doubt  the  tendency  of  his 
own  work,  was  glad  that  the  positions,  of  which  he  per- 
ceived himself  not  to  know  the  full  meaning,  could,  by  any 
mode  of  interpretation,  be  made  to  mean  well*  How  much 
he  was  pleased  with  his  gratuitous  defender,  the  following 
letter  evidently  shows : 

-  April  11, 1731. 

**  Sir, — I  have  just  received  firom  Mr.  R.  two  mose  of 
your  letters.  It  is  in  the  greatest  hurry  imaginable  tfant  i 
write  this ;  but  Z  cannot  help  thanking  yon  in  paorticular 
for  your  third  letter,  which  is  so  extremely  dear,,  short,  andf 
full,  that  I  ^nk  Hr.  Cronsaz  ought  never  to^  have  another 
answer,  and  deserved  not  so  good  an  one.  I  can  only  say, 

«  Vm.%  letter  is  in  MV.  Malone's  Supplement  to  Shakespeare,  vol.  i.  p.  223. 

VOL.  VITI.  M 
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jroo  do  him  too  much  honour,  aad  me  too  much  right,  so 
odd  as  the  expression  seems ;  for  you  have  made  my  sys- 
tem as  clear  as  I  ought  to  have  done,  and  could  not.  It 
is,  indeed,  the  same  system  as  mine,  but  illustrated  with  a 
ray  of  your  own,  as  they  say  our  natural  body  is  the  same 
still  when  it  is  glorified.  I  am  sure  I  like  it  better  than  I 
did  before,  and  so  will  every  man  else.  I  know  I  meant 
just  what  you  explain;  but  I  did  not  explain  my  own 
meaning  so  well  as  you.  You  understand  me  as  well  as  I 
do  myself;  but  yon  express  me  better  than  I  could  express 
myself.  Pray  accept  the  sincerest  acknowledgments.  Z 
cannot  but  wish  these  letters  were  put  together  in  one  book, 
and  intend  (with  your  leave)  to  procure  a  translation  of 
part  at  least,  or  of  all  of  them,  inta  French ;  but  I  shall  not 
proceed  a  step  without  your  consent  and  opinion,  &c.*' 

By  this  fond  azid  eager  acceptance  of  an  exculpatory 
comment,  Pope  testified  that,  whatever  might  be  the  seem- 
ing or  real  import  of  the  principles  which  he  had  reeeived 
from  Bolingbroke,  he  had  not  intentionally  attacked  reli- 
gion ;  and  Bolingbroke,  if  he  meant  to  make  him,  without 
his  own  consent,  an  instrument  of  mischief,  found  him  now 
engaged,  with  his  eyes  open,  on  the  side  of  truth. 

It  is  known  that  Bolingbroke  concealed  from  Pope  his 
real  opinions.  He  once  discovered  them  to  Mr.  Hooke* 
who  related  them  again  to  Pope,  and  was  told  by  him  that 
he  must  have  mistaken  the  meaning  of  what  he  heard ; 
and  Bolingbroke,  when  Pope*s  uneasiness  incited  him  to 
desire  an  explanation,  declared  that  Hooke  had  misunder- 
stood him. 

Bolingbroke  hated  Warburton,  who  had  drawn  his  pupil 
from  him  ;  and  a  little  before  Pope's  death  they  had  a  dis- 
pute, from  which  they  parted  with  mutual  aversion. 

From  this'  time  Pope  lived  in  the  closest  intimacy  with 
his  commentator,  and  amply  rewarded  his  kindness  and  his 
zeal ;  for  he  introduced  him  to  Mr.  Murray,  by  whose  in- 
terest he  became  preacher  at  Lincoln's  inn ;  and  to  Mr. 
Allen,  who  gave  him  his  niece  and  his  estate,  and,  by  cou- 
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sequence,  a  bishoj^riclc.  When  he  died,  he  left  him  the 
property  of  his  w'orks ;  a  legacy  which  may  be  reasonably 
estimated  at  four  thousand  pounds. 

Pope*s  fondness  for  the  Essay  on  Man  appeared  by  his 
desire  of  its  propagation.  Dobson,  who  had  gained  reputa- 
tion by  his  version  of  Prior*s  Solomon,  was  employed  by 
him  to  translate  it  into  Latin  verse,  and  was,  for  that  pur- 
pose, some  time  at  Twickenham ;  but  he  left  his  work, 
whatever  was  the  reason,  unfinished ;  and,  by  Benson's  in- 
vitation, undertook  the  longer  task  of  Paradise  Lost. 
Pope  then  desired  his  friend  to  find  a  scholar  who  should 
turn  his  essay  into  Latin  prose ;  but  no  such  performance 
has  ever  appeared. 

Pope  lived  at  this  time  ''  among  the  great,"  with  that  re- 
ception and  respect  to  which  his  works  entitled  him,  and 
which  he  had  not  impaired  by  any  private  misconduct  or 
factious  partiality.  Though  Bolingbroke  was  his  friend, 
Walpole  was  not  his  enemy;  but  treated  him  with  so  much 
consideration  as,  at  his  request,  to  solicit  and  obtain  from 
the  French  minister  an  abbey  for  Mr.  Southcot,  whom  he 
considered  himself  as  obliged  to  reward,  by  this  exertion 
of  his  interest,  for  the  benefit  which  he  had  received  from 
bis  attendance  in  a  long  illness. 

It  was  said,  that,  when  the  court  was  at  Richmond, 
queen  Caroline  had  declared  her  intention  to  visit  him. 
This  may  have  been  only  a  careless  efiiision,  thought  on 
no  more :  the  report  of  such  notice,  however,  was  soon  in 
many  mouths;  and,  if  I  do  not  forget  or  misapprehend 
Savage*s  account.  Pope,  pretending  to  decline  what  was 
not  yet  offered,  left  his  house  for  a  time,  not,  I  suppose, 
for  any  other  reason  than  lest  he  should  be  thought  to  stay 
at  home  in  expectation  of  an  honour  which  would  not  be 
conferred.  He  was,  therefore,  angry  at  Swift,  who  repre- 
sents him  as  ''  refusing  the  visits  of  a  queen,"  because  he 
knew  that  what  had  never  been  offered  had  never  been 
refused. 

Beside  the  general  system  of  morality,  supposed  to  be 
contained  in  the  Essay  on  Man,  it  was  his  intention  to 
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write  distinct  poems  upon  the  different  duties  or  conditions 
.  of  life ;  one  of  which  is  the  epistle  to  lord  Bathurst,  1738, 
on  the  Use  of  Riches,  a  piece  on  which  he  declared  great 
labour  to  have  been  bestowed*. 

Into  this  poem  some  incidents  are  historically  thrown, 
and  some  known  characters  are  introduced,  with  others  of 
which  it  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  they  are  real  or  fictitious; 
but  the  praise  of  Kyrl,  the  man  of  Ross,  deserves  par- 
ticular examination,  who,  after  a  long  and  pompous  enu- 
meration of  his  publick  works  and  private  charities,  is  said 
to  have  diffused  all  those  blessings  from  *'  five  hundred  a 
year.'*  Wonders  are  wfllingly  told,  and  willingly  heard. 
X^  The  truth  is,  that  Kyrl  was  a   man  of  known  integrity 

y"  and  active  benevolence,  by  whose  solicitation  the  wealthy 

were  persuaded  to  pay  contributions  to  his  charitable 
schemes;  this  influence  he  obtained  by  an  example  of 
liberality  exerted  to  the  utmost  extent  of  his  power,  and 
was  thus  enabled  to  give  more  than  he  had.  This  account 
Mr.  Victor  received  from  the  minister  of  the  place :  and  I 
have  preserved  it,  that  the  praise  of  a  good  man,  being 
made  more  credible,  may  be  more  solid.  Narrations  of 
romantick  and  impracticable  virtue  will  be  read  with  won- 
der, but  that  which  is  unattainable  is  recommended  in 
vain  ;  that  good  may  be  endeavoured,  it  must  be  shown  to 
be  possible. 

This  is  the  only  piece  in  which  the  author  has  given  a 
hint  of  his  religion,  by  ridiculing  the  ceremony  of  burning 
the  pope,  and  by  mentioning,  with  some  indignation,  the'in- 
scription  on  the  monument. 

When  this  poem  was  first  published,  the  dialogue,  hav- 
ing no  letters  of  direction,  was  perplexed  and  obscure. 
Pope  seems  to  have  written  with  no  very  distinct  idea ;  for 
he  calls  that  an  Epistle  to  Bathurst,  in  which  Bathurst  is 
introduced  as  speaking. 

He  afterwards,  1734,  -inscribed  to  lord  Cobham  his 
Characters  of  Men,  written  with  close  attention  to  the 
operations  of  the  mind  and  modifications  of  life.     In  this 

"  Spence. 
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poem  he  has  endeavomred  to  establidi  and  exemplify  his 
favourite  theory  of  the  ''  ruling  passion/'  by  which  he 
means  an  original  direction  of  desire  to  some  particular 
object ;  an  inoate  affection,  which  gives  all  action  a  deter- 
minate and  invariable  tendency,  and  operates  upon  the 
whole  system  of  life,  eiU^r  openly,  or  more  secretly  by 
the' intervention  of  some  accidental  or  subordinate  propen- 
sion. 

Of  any  passion,  thus  innate  and  irresistible,  the  existence 
may  reasonably  be  doubted.  Human  characters  are  by  no 
means  constant ;  men  change  by  change  of  place,  of  for- 
tune, of  acquaintance ;  he  who  is  at  one  time  a  lover  of 
pleasure,  is  at  another  a  lover  of  money.  Those,  indeed, 
who  attain  any  excellence,  commonly  spend  life  in  one 
pursuit :  for  excellence  is  not  often  grained  upon  easier 
terms.  But  to  the  particular  species  of  excellence  men 
are  directed,  not  by  an  ascendant  planet  or  predominating 
humour,  but  by  the  first  book  which  they  read,  some  early 
conversation  which  they  heard,  or  some  accident  which  ex- 
cited ardour  and  emulation. 

It  must  be,  at  least,  allowed,  that  this  ''  ruling  passion,"  * 
antecedent  to  reason  and  observation,  must  have  an  object 
independent  on  human  contrivance ;  for  there  can  be  no 
natural  desire  of  artificial  good.  No  man,  therefore,  can 
be  born,  in  the  strict  acceptation,  a  lover  of  money ;  for  he 
may  be  born  where  money  does  not  exist :  nor  can  he  be 
born,  in  a  moral  sense,  a  lover  of  his  country ;  for  society, 
politically  regulated,  is  a  state  contradistinguished  from  a 
state  of  nature ;  and  any  attention  to  that  coalition  of  inter- 
ests which  makes  the  happiness  of  a  country,  is  possible 
only  to  those  whom  inquiry  and  reflection  have  enabled  to 
comprehend  it. 

This  doctrine  is,  in  itself,  pernicious,  as  well  as  false ;  its 
tendency  is  to  produce  the  belief  of  a  kind  of  moral  pre- 
destination, or  overruling  principle  which  cannot  be  resist- 
ed ;  he  that  admits  it  is  prepared  to  comply  with  every 
desire  that  caprice  or  opportunity  shall  excite,  and  to  flatter 
himself  that  he  submits  only  to  the  lawful  dominion  of  na- 
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tare,  in  obeying  the  resisiless  anthority  of  bis  ^*  ruling 
passion"" 

Pope  has  formed  his  theory  with  so  little  skill,  that,  in 
the  examples  by  which  he  illustrates  and  confirms  it,  he 
has  confounded  passions,  appetites,  and  habits. 

To  the  Characters  of  Men,  he  added  soon  after,  in  an 
epistle  supposed  to  have  been  addressed  to  Martha  Blount, 
but  which  the  last  edition  has  taken  from  her,  the  Charac- 
ters  of  Women.  This  poem,  which  was  laboured  with 
great  diligence,  and  in  the  author's  opinion  with  great 
success,  was  neglected  at  its  first  publication,  as  the  com^ 
mentator  supposes,  because  the  publick  was  informed,  by 
an  advertisement,  that  it  contained  **  no  character  drawn 
from  the  life ;"  an  assertion  which  Pope  probably  did  not 
expect  or  wish  to  have  been  believed,  and  which  he  soon 
gave  his  readers  sufficient  reason  to  distrust,  by  telling  them, 
in  a  note,  that  the  work  was  imperfect,  because  part  of  his 
subject  was  "  vice  too  high*'  to  be  yet  exposed. 

The  time,  however,  soon  came,  in  which  it  was  safe  to 

*  It  has  been  admitted  by  diTines,  even  that  some  nns  do  more  especially 
beset  particular  individuals.  Mr.  Roscoe  enters  into  a  long  vindication  of  Pope's 
doctrine  against  the  imputations  of  Dr.  Johnson ;  the  most  satisfactory  parts 
of  which  are  the  refutations  drawn  from  Pope's  own  essay. 

The  business  of  reason  is  shown  to  be, 

to  rectify,  not  overthrow,  • 

And  treat  this  passion  more  as  friend  than  foe. 

Essay  on  Man,  ep.  ii.  164. 

Th'  eternal  art,  educing  good  from  iU, 

Grafts  on  this  passion  our  best  principle ; 

Tis  thus  the  mercury  of  man  is  fiz'd : 

Strong  grows  the  virtue  with  his  nature  mix'd.  lb.  ii.  175. 

As  fruits,  ungrateful  to  the  planter's  care. 

On  savage  stocks  inserted  learn  to  bear. 

The  surest  virtues  thus  from  passions  shoot. 

Wild  nature's  vigour  working  at  the  root. 

What  crops  of  wit  and  honesty  appear 

From  spleen,  from  obstinacy,  hate,  or  fear,  &c.  lb.  ii.  181. 

*' And  thus,*'  concludes  Mr.  Roscoe,  "  the  injurious  consequences  which  John- 
son supposes  to  be  derived  from  Pope's  idea  of  the  ruling  passion,  are  not  only 
obviated,  but  e^  ptunon  itself  is  shown  to  be  conducive  to  our  highest  moral 
improvement."    Ed. 
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display  the  dutchess  of  Marlborough  under  the  name  of 
Atossa;  aud  her  character  was  inserted  with  no  great 
honour  to  the  writer's  gratitude. 

He  published,  from  time  to  time,  between  1730  and  1740, 
imitations  of  different  poems  of  Horace,  generally  with  his 
name,  and  once,  as  was  suspected,  without  it.  What  he 
was  upon  moral  principles  ashamed  to  own,  he  ought  to 
have  suppressed.  Of^these  pieces  it  is  useless  to  settle 
the  dates,  as  they  had  seldom  much  relation  to  the  times, 
and,  perhaps,  had  been  long  in  his  hands. 

This  mode  of  imitation,  in  which  the  ancients  are  fami- 
liarized, by  adapting  their  sentiments  to  modem  topicks, 
by  making  Horace  say  of  Shakespeare  what  he  originally 
said  of  Ennius,  and  accommodating  his  satires  on  Pantola- 
bus  and  Nomentanus  to  the  flatterers  and  prodigals  of  our 
own  time,  was  first  practised  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
second,  by  Oldham  and  Rochester,  at  least  I  remember  no 
instances  more  ancient.  It  is  a  kind  of  middle  composition 
between  translation  and  original  design,  which  pleases 
when  the  thoughts  are  unexpectedly  applicable,  and  the 
parallels  lucky.  It  seems  to  have  been  Pope's  favourite 
amusement ;  for  he  has  carried  it  farther  than  any  former 
poet. 

He  published,  likewise,  a  revival,  in  smoother  numbers, 
of  Dr.  Donne's  satires,  which  was  recommended  to  him  by 
the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  and  the  earl  of  Oxford.  They 
made  no  great  impression  on  the  publick.  Pope  seems  to 
have  known  their  imbecility,  and,  therefore,  suppressed 
them  while  he  was  yet  contending  to  rise  in  reputation, 
but  ventured  them  when  he  thought  their  deficiencies  more 
likely  to  be  imputed  to  Donile  than  to  himself. 

The  epistle  to  Dr.  Arbnthnot,  which  seems  to  be  de- 
rived, in  its  first  design,  from  Boileau's  Address  d  son  Esprit, 
was  published  in  January,  1785,  about  a  month  before  the 
death  of  him  to  whom  it  is  inscribed.  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
that  either  honour  or  pleasure  should  have  been  missed  by 
Arbuthnot ;  a  man  estimable  for  his  learning,  amiable  for 
his  life,  and  venerable  for  his  piety.         • 
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ArbalhiKH  was  a  man  of  great  cooiprehenflioB,  skiUiil  in 
liifl  profession,  vorsed  in  the  sciences,  acquainted  with  an- 
cient literature,  ^nd  able  ta  animalfi  hift  mass  of  knowiedgfi 
\^  \q  a  brif  bt  and  aetire  iroaginatifto ;  a  scholar  with  great 

brilliancy  of  wit;  a  wit,  who,  in  the  crowd  of  Hfe,  retained 
and  discovered  a  noble  ardour  of  religious  zeal. 

In  this  poem  Pope  seems  to  reckon  with  the  publick* 
He  viDdieates  himself  from  censnres ;  and  with  dignity, 
rather  than  arrogance,  enforces  his  own  claims  to  kindness 
and  respect. 

.  Into  this  poem  are  interwoyen  sereral  paragraphs  which 
had  been  before  printed  as  a  fragment,  and  among  them 
the  satirical  lines  upon  Addison,  of  which  the  last  couplet 
has  been  twice  corrected.    It  was  at  first. 

Who  would  not  smile  if  such  a  man  there  be  ? 
Who  would  not  laugh  if  Addison  were  he  ? 

Then, 

Who  would  not  grieve  if  such  a  man  there  be  ? 
Who  would  not  laugh  if  Addiaon  were  he  ? 

At  last  it  is. 
Who  but  must  l^i^h  if  sudi  a  man  there  be? 
Who  would  not  weep  if  Atticus  were  he  ? 

•  He  was  at  this  time  at  open  war  with  lord  Hervey,  who 
had  distinguished  himself  as  a  steady  adherent  to  the  mi- 
nistry ;  and,  being  ofiended  with  a  contemptuous  answer 
to  one  of  his  pamphlets',  had  summoned  Pnlteney  to  a 
duel.  Whether  he  or  Pope  made  the  first  attack,  perhaps, 
cannot  now  be  easily  known :  he  had  written  an  invective 
against  Pope,  whom  he  calls,  ''  Hard  as  thy  heart,  and  as 
thy  birth  obscure  ;"*  and  hints  that  his  father  was  a  hatter  ^. 
To  this  Pope  wrote  a  reply  in  verse  and  prose ;  the  verses 
are  in  this  poem ;  and  the  prose,  though  it  was  never  sent, 

>  EntiUed,  Sedition  and  Defamation  displayed.  8vo.  1733.    R. 

y  Among  many  manuscripts,  letters^  &c.  relating  to  Pope,  which  I  have  lately 
Been,  is  a  lampoon  in  the  bible  style,  of  much  humour,  but  irre?erent>  in  which. 
Pope  is  ^idic^led  as  th«  son  o£a  hatUr, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


POPE.  d97 

18  printed  «mofl^  his  letters ;  bat  to  a  cool  reader  of  the 
present  time  exhibits  nothing  bat  tedious  malignity. 

His  last  satires,  of  the  general  kind,  were  two  dialogues, 
named,  from  the  year  in  which  they  were  published.  Seven- 
teen Hundred  and  Thirty-eight.  In  these  poems  many  are 
praised,  and  many  are  reproached.  Pope  was  then  en- 
tangled in  the  opposition ;  a  follower  of  the  prince  of  Wales, 
who  dined  at  his  house,  and  the  friend  of  many  who  ob- 
structed and  censured  the  conduct  of  the  ministers.  His 
political  partiality  was  too  plainly  shown:  he  forgot  the 
prudence  with  which  he  passed,  in  his  earlier  years,  unin- 
jnred  and  unoffending,  dirough  much  more  violent  conflicts 
of  faction. 

In  the  first  dialogue,  having  an  opportunity  of  praising 
Allen  of  Bath,  he  asked  his  leave  to  mention  him  as  a  man 
not  illustrious  by  any  merit  of  his  ancestors,  and  called  him 
in  his  verses  ^*  low-bom  Allen.'*  Men  are  seldom  satisfied 
with  praise  introduced  or  followed  by  any  mention  of  de- 
fect. Allen  seems  not  to  have  taken  any  pleasure  in  his 
epithet,  which  was  afterwards  softened '  into  "  humble 
Allen." 

In  the  second  dialogue  he  took  some  liberty  with  one  of 
the  Foxes,  among  others ;  which  Fox,  in  a  reply  to  Lyttel- 
ton,  took  an  opportunity  of  repaying,  by  reproaching  him 
with  the  fKendship  of  a  lampooner,  who  scattered  hb  ink 
without  fear  or  decency,  and  against  whom  he  hoped  die 
resentment  of  the  legislature  would  quickly  be  discharged. 
About  this  time  Paul  Whitehead,  a  small  poet,  was  sum- 
moned before  the  lords  for  a  poem  called  Manners,  to- 
gether with  Dodsley,  his  publisher.  Whitehead,  who  hung 
loose  upon  society,  skulked  and  escaped ;  but  Dodsley's 
shop  and  family  made  his  appearance  necessary.  He  was, 
however,  soon  dismissed ;  and  the  whole  process  was  pro- 
bably intended  rather  to  intimidate  Pope,  than  to  punish 
Whitehead. 

Pope  never  afterwards  attempted  to  join  the  patriot 

*  On  a  hint  from  Warburton.  There  is,  however,  reaaoo  to  think,  from  the 
appearance  of  the  hous%  in  which  Allen  was  born  at  Saint  Blaise,  that  he  was 
not  of  a  low,  but  of  a  decayed  family. 
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with  the  poet,  por  drew  his  pen  upon  f tatesmen.  That  he 
desisted  from  his  attempts  of  reformation  is  imputed,  by 
his  commentator,  to  his  despair  of  prevailing  over  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  time.  He  was  not  likely  to  have  been  ever 
of  opinion,  that  the  dread  of  his  satire  would  countervail 
the  love  of  power  or  of  money ;  he  pleased  himself  with 
being  important  and  formidable,  and  gratified  sometimes 
his  pride,  and  sometimes  his  resentment ;  till,  at  last,  he 
began  to  think  he  should  be  more  safe,  if  he  were  less 
busy. 

The  Memoirs  of  Scriblerus,  published  about  this  time, 
extend  only  to  the  first  book  of  a  work  projected  in  concert 
by  Pope,  Swift,  and  Arbuthnot,  who  used  to  meet  in  the 
time  of  queen  Anne,  and  denominated  themselves  the 
Scriblerus  Club.  Their  purpose  was  to  censure  the  abuses 
of  learning  by  a  fictitious  life  of  an  infatuated  scholar. 
They  were  dispersed ;  the  design  was  never  completed ; 
and  Warburton  laments  its  miscarriage,  as  an  event  very 
disastrous  to  polite  letters. 

If  the  whole  may  be  estimated  by  this  specimen,  which 
seems  to  be  the  production  of  Arbuthnot,  with  a  few 
touches,  perhaps,  by  Pope,  the  want  of  more  will  not  be 
much  lamented ;  for  the  follies  which  the  writer  ridicules 
are  so  little  practised,  that  they  are  not  known ;  nor  can 
the  satire  be  understood  but  by  the  learned:  he  raises 
phantoms  of  absurdity,  and  then  drives  them  away.  He 
cures  diseases  that  were  never  felt. 

For  this  reason  this  joint  production  of  three  great 
writers  has  never  obtained  any  notice  from  mankind ;  it 
has  been  little  read,  or  when  read  has  been  forgotten,  as 
no  man  could  be  wiser,  better,  or  merrier,  by  remember- 
ing it. 

The  design  cannot  boast  of  much  originality ;  for,  be- 
sides its  general  resemblance  to  Don  Quixote,  there  will 
be  found  in  it  particular  imitations  of  the  History  of  Mr. 
Ouffle. 

Swift  carried  so  much  of  it  into  Ireland  as  supplied  him 
with  hints  for  his  travels ;  and  with  those  the  world  might 
have  been  contented,  though  the  rest  had  been  suppressed. 
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Pope  had  soaglit  for  imagei  and  ientiiiieDts  in  a  region 
not  known  to  have  been  explored  by  many  other  of  the 
English  writers ;  he  had  consulted  the  modem  writers  of 
Latin  poetry,  a  class  of  authors  whom  Boileau  endeayoured 
to  bring  into  contempt,  and  who  are  too  generally  neg- 
lected. Pope,  however,  was  not  ashamed  of  their  ac- 
quaintance, nor  ungrateful  for  the  advantages  which  he 
might  have  derived  from  it.  A  small  selection  from  the 
Italians,  who  wrote  in  Latin,  had  been  published  at  Lon- 
don, about  the  latter  end  of  the  last  century,  by  a  man  * 
who  concealed  his  name,  but  whom  his  preface  shows  to 
have  been  well  qualified  for  his  undertaking.  This  collec- 
tion Pope  amplified  by  more  than  half,  and,  1740,  pub- 
lished it  in  two  volumes,  but  injuriously  omitted  his  prede* 
cesser's  preface.  To  these  books,  which  had  nothing  but 
the  mere  text,  no  regard  was  paid ;  the  authors  were  still 
neglected,  and  the  editor  was  neither  praised  nor  cen- 
sured. 

He  did  not  sink  into  idleness ;  he  had  planned  a  work, 
which  he  considered  as  subsequent  to  his  Essay  on  Man, 
of  which  he  has  given  this  account  to  Dr  Swift : 

"March  25, 1736. 
**  If  ever  I  write  any  more  epistles  in  verse,  one  of 
them  shall  be  addressed  to  you.  I  have  long  concerted  it, 
and  begun  it ;  but  I  would  make  what  bears  your  name  as 
finished  as  my  last  work  ought  to  be,  that  is  to  say,  more 
finished  than  any  of  the  rest.    The  subject  is  large,  and 

*  Since  discovered  to  have  been  Atterbury,  afterwards  bishop  of  Rochester. 
See  the  collection  of  that  prelate's  Epistolary  Correspondence,  vol.  iv.  p.  6.    X. 

This  I  believe  to  be  an  error.  Mr.  Nichols  has  ascribed  this  preface  to  At- 
terbury on  the  authority  of  Dr.  Walter  Harte,  who,  in  a  mannscript  note  on  a 
copy  of  Pope's  edition,  expresses  his  surprise  that  Pope  should  there  have  de- 
scribed  the  former  editor  as  anonymous,  as  he  himself  had  told  Harte  fourteen 
years  before  his  own  publication,  that  this  preface  was  by  Atterbury.  The  ex- 
plication is  probably  this;  that  during  that  period  he  had  discovered  that  he  had 
been  in  a  mistake.  By  a  manuscript  note  in  a  copy  presented  by  Crynes  to  the 
Bodleian  library,  we  are  informed  that  the  former  editor  was  Thomas  Power,  of 
Trinity  college,  Cambridge.  Power  was  bred  at  Westminster,  under  Busby,  and 
was  elected  off  to  Cambridge  in  the  year  1678.  He  was  author  of  a  translation  of 
Blilton's  Paradise  Lost;  of  which  only  the  &nX  book  was  pmblisbed»iii  1691.  J.  B. 
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will  divide  mto  fo«r  epistles,  whick  naturally  follow  the 
Essay  on  Man ;  viz.  1.  Of  the  extent  and  limits  of  hnman 
reason  and  science.  2,  A  yiew  of  ike  nsefnl,  and,  there- 
fore, attainable,  and  of  the  nnusefiil,  and,  therefore,  nnat- 
tainable,  arts.  3.  Of  the  nature,  ends,  application,  and 
use,  of  different  capacities.  4.  Of  the  use  of  learning,  of 
the  science  of  the  world,  and  of  wit.  It  will  conclude 
with  a  satire  against  the  misapplication  of  all  these,  exem- 
plijQed  by  pictures,  characters,  and  examples." 

This  work  in  its  full  extent,  being  now  afflicted  with  an 
asthma,  and  finding  the  powers  of  life  gradually  declining, 
he  had  no  longer  courage  to  undertake ;  but,  from  the  ma- 
terials which  he  bad  provided,  he  added,  at  Warburton^s 
request,  another  book  to  the  Dunciad,  of  which  the  design 
is  to  ridicule  such  studies  as  are  either  hopeless  or.  us^- 
less^  as  either  pursue  what  is  unattainable,  or  what,  if  it 
be  attained,  is  of  no  use. 

When  this  book  was  printed,  1742,  the  laurel  had  been, 
for  some  time,  upon  the  head  of  Gibber ;  a  man  whom  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  Pope  could  regard  with  much 
kindness  or  esteem,  though,  in  one  of  the  imitations  of 
Horace,  he  has  liberally  enough  praised  the  Careless  Hus- 
band. In  die  Dunciad,  among  other  worthless  scribblers, 
he  had  mentioned  Cibber;  who,  in  his  Apology,  com- 
plains of  the  great  poet's  unkindness  as  more  injurious, 
**  because,''  says  he,  ''  I  never  have  offended  him." 

It  might  have  been  expected,  that  Pope  should  have 
been,  in  some  degree,  mollified  by  this  submissive  gentle- 
ness, but  no  such  consequence  appeared.  Though  he  con- 
descended to  commend  Cibber  once,  he  mentioned  him 
afterwards  contemptuously  in  one  of  his  satires,  and  again 
in  his  epistle  to  Arbuthnot :  and,  in  the  fourth  book  of  the 
Dunciad,  attacked  him  with  acrimony,  to  which  the  pro- 
vocation is  not  easily  discoverable.  Perhi^ps  he  imagined, 
that,  in  ridiculing  the  laureate,  he  satiriEed  those  by  whom 
the  laurel  had  been  giv^n,  and  gratified  that  ambitious 
petulance,  with  which  he  affected  to  insult  the  great. 
.    The  severity  of  this  satire  left  Cibber  no  longer  any  pa- 
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tienee.  He  had  confidence  enoag^  in  his  own  powers  to 
believe,  that  he  could  disturb  the  quiet  of  hn  adversary, 
and,  doubtless,  did  not  wadt  instigators,  who,  without  any 
care  about  the  victory,  desired  to  amuse  themselves  by 
looking  on  the  contest.  He,  therefore,  gave  the  town  a 
pamphlet,  in  which  he  declares  his'  resolution,  from  that 
time,  never  to  bear  another  blow  without  returning  it,  and 
to  tire  out  his  adversary  by  perseverance,  if  he  cannot 
conquer  him  by  strength. 

The  incessant  and  unappeasable  malignity  of  Pope  he 
imputes  to  a  very  distant  cause.  After  the  Three  Hours 
after  Marriage  bad  been  driven  off  the  stage,  by  the  of- 
fence which  the  mummy  and  crocodile  gave  the  audience, 
while  the  exploded  scene  was  yet  fresh  in  memory,  it  hap- 
pened that  Cibber  played  Bayes  in  the  Rehearsal ;  and, 
as  it  had  been  usual  to  enliven  the  part  by  the  mention  of 
any  recent  theatrical  transactions,  he  said,  that  he  once 
thought  to  have  introduced  his  lovers  disguised  in  a  mummy 
and  a  crocodile.  "  This,**  says  be,  "  was  received  with 
loud  claps,  which  indicated  contempt  of  the  play."  Pope, 
who  was  behind  the  scenes,  meeting  him  as  he  left  the 
stage,  attacked  him,  as  he  says,  with  all  the  virulence  of  a 
"  wit  out  of  his  senses  ;*'  to  which  he  replied,  "  that  he 
would  take  no  other  notice  of  what  was  said  by  so  parti- 
cular a  man,  than  to  declare,  that,  as  often  as  he  played 
that  part,  he  would  repeat  the  same  provocation." 

He  shows  his  opinion  to  be,  Uiat  Pope  was  one  of  the 
authors  of  the  play  which  he  so  zealously  defended ;  and 
adds  an  idle  story  of  Pope's  behaviour  at  a  tavern. 

The  pamphlet  was  written  with  little  power  of  thought 
or  language,  and,  if  suffered  to  remain  without  notice, 
would  have  been  very  soon  foi^otten.  Pope  had  now 
been  enough  acquainted  with  human  Kfe  to  know,  if  his 
^passion  had  not  been  too  powerful  for  his  understanding, 
that,  from  a  contention  like  his  with  Cibber,  the  world 
seeks  nothing  but  diversion,  which  is  given  at  the  expense 
of  the  higher  character.  When  Cibber  lampooned  Pope, 
curiosity  was  excited ;  what  Pope  would  say  of  Cibber, 
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nobody  inquired,  but  in  hope  that  Pope*g  asperity  might 
betray  his  pain  and  lessen  his  dignity. 

He  should,  therefore,  have  suffered  the  pamphlet  to 
flutter  and  die,  without  confessing  that  it  stung  him.  The 
dishonour  of  being  shown  as  Gibber's  antagonist  could 
never  be  compensated  by  the  victory.  Cibber  had  nothing 
to  lose ;  when  Pope  had  exhausted  all  his  malignity  upon 
him,  he  would  rise  in  the  esteem  both  of  his  friends  and 
his  enemies.  Silence  only  could  have  made  him  despica- 
ble ;  the  blow  which  did  not  appear  to  be  felt  would  have 
been  struck  in  vain. 

But  Pope's  irascibility  prevailed,  and  he  resolved  to  tell 
the  whole  English  world  that  he  was  at  war  with  Cibber ; 
and,  to  show  that  he  thought  him  no  common  adversary, 
he  prepared  no  common  vengeance ;  he  published  a  new 
edition  of  the  Dnnciad  ^,  in  which  he  degraded  Theobald 
from  his  painful  preeminence,  and  enthroned  Cibber  in 
his  stead.  Unhappily  the  two  heroes  were  of  opposite 
characters,  and  Pope  was  unwilling  to  lose  what  he  had 
already  written ;  he  has,  therefore,  depraved  his  poem  by 
giving  to  Cibber  the  old  books,  the  cold  pedantry,  and 
the  sluggish  pertinacity  of  Theobald. 

Pope  was  ignorant  enough  of  his  own  interest,  to  make 
another  change,  and  introduced  Osborne  contending  for 
the  prize  among  the  booksellers.  Osborne  was  a  man  en- 
tirely destitute  of  shame,  without  sense  of  any  disgrace  but 
that  of  poverty.  He  told  me,  when  he  was  doing  that 
which  raised  Pope's  resentment,  that  he  should  be  put  into 
the  Dunciad ;  but  he  had  the  fate  of  Cassandra.  I  gave 
no  credit  to  his  prediction,  till,  in  time,  I  saw  it  accomplish- 
ed. The  shafts  of  satire  were  directed  equally  in  vaip 
against  Cibber  and  Osborne;  being  repelled  by  the  im- 
penetrable impudence  of  one,  and  deadened  by  the  impas- 
sive dulness  of  the  other.  Pope  confessed  his  own  pain 
by  his  anger ;  but  he  gave  no  pain  to  those  who  had  pro- 
voked him.     He  was  able  to  hurt  none  but  himself;  by 

*  In  1743.  ' 
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transferring  the  same  ridicule  from  one  to  another,  he  de- 
stroyed its  efficacy ;  for  by  showing  that  what  he  had  said 
of  one  he  was  ready  to  say  of  another,  he  reduced  himself 
to  the  insignificance  of  his  own  magpie,  who,  from  his  cage, 
calls  cuckold  at  a  venture. 

Gibber,  according  to  his  engagement,  repaid  the  Dun* 
ciad  with  another  pamphlets  which,  Pope  said,  **  would 
be  as  good  as  a  dose  of  hartshorn  to  him ;"  but  his  tongue 
and  his  heart  were  at  variance.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson relate,  that  he  attended  his  father,  the  painter,  on  a 
visit,  when  one  of  Cibber*s  pamphlets  came  into  the  hands 
of  Pope,  who  said, ''  these  things  are  my  diversion/'  They 
sat  by  him  while  he  perused  it,  and  saw  his  features  writh- 
ing with  anguish ;  and  young  Richardson  said  to  his  father, 
when  they  returned,  that  he  hoped  to  be  preserved  from 
such  diversion  as  had  been  that  day  the  lot  of  Pope. 

From  this  time,  finding  his  diseases  more  oppressive, 
and  his  vital  powers  gradually  declining,  he  no  longer 
strained  his  faculties  with  any  original  composition,  nor 
proposed  any  other  employment  for  his  remaining  life  than 
the  revisal  and  correction  of  his  former  works ;  in  which 
he  received  advice  and  assistance  from  Warburton,  whom 
he  appears  to  have  trusted  and  honoured  in  the  highest 
degree. 

He  laid  aside  his  epick  poem,  perhaps  without  much 
loss  to  mankind ;  for  his  hero  was  Brutus  the  Trojan,  who» 
accordbg  to  a  ridiculous  fiction,  establbhed  a  colony  in 
Britain.  The  subject,  therefore,  was  of  the  fabulous  age: 
the  actors  were  a  race  upon  whom  imagination  has  been 
exhausted,  and  attention  wearied,  and  to  whom  the  mind 
will  not  easily  be  recalled,  when  it  is  invited  in  blank  verse, 
which  Pope  had  adopted  with  great  imprudence,  and,  I 
think,  without  due  consideration  of  the  nature  of  our  lan- 
guage. The  sketch  is,  at  least  in  part,  preserved  by  Rufi^- 
head;  by  which  it  appears  that  Pope  was  thoughtless 
enough  to  model  the  names  of  his  heroes  with  termiua- 

c  In  1744. 
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tioDS  not  consistent  witk  the  time  or  comitry  in  which  he 
places  them. 

He  lingered  through  the  next  year;  bat  perceived  him- 
self, as  he  expresses  it,  **  going  down  the  hill."  He  had, 
for  at  least  five  years,  been  afflicted  with  an  asthma,  and 
other  disorders,  which  his  physicians  were  onable  to  te- 
lieve.  Towards  the  end  of  his  Ufe  he  consulted  Dr.  Thorn* 
son,  a  man  who  had,  by  large  promises,  and  free  censures 
of  the  common  practice  of  physick,  forced  himself  up  into 
sudden  reputation.  Thomson  declared  his  distemper  to 
be  a  dropsy,  and  evacuated  part  of  the  water  by  tincture, 
of  jalap ;  but  confessed  that  his  belly  did  not  subside. 
Thomson  had  many  enemies,  and  Pope  was  persuaded  to 
dismiss  him. 

While  he  was  yet  capable  of  amusement  and  conversa- 
tion, as  he  was  one  day  sitting  in  the  air  with  lord  Boling- 
broke  and  lord  Marchmont,  he  saw  his  favourite  Martha 
Blount  at  the  botton  of  the  terrace,  and  asked  lord  Boling- 
broke  to  go  and  hand  her  up.  Bolingbroke,  not  liking  his 
errand,  crossed  his  legs  and  sat  still ;  but  lord  Marchmont, 
who  was  younger  and  less  captious,  waited  on  the  lady, 
who,  when  he  came  to  her,  asked,  *'  What,  is  he  not  dead 
yet^?*'  She  is  said  to  have  neglected  him,  with  shameful 
uukindness,  in  the  latter  time  of  his  decay  ;  yet,  of  the  lit- 
tle which  he  had  to  leave  she  had  a  very  great  part.  Their 
acquaintance  began  early ;  the  life  of  each  was  pictured 
on  the  other's  mind ;  their  conversation,  therefore,  was 
endearing,  for  when  they  met,  there  was  an  immediate 
coalition  of  congenial  notions.  Perhaps  he  considered  her 
unwillingness  to  approach  the  chamber  of  sickness  as  fe- 
male weakness,  or  human  frailty ;  perhaps  he  was  conscious 
to  himself  of  peevishness  and  impatience,  or,  though  he 
was  offended  by  her  inattention,  might  yet  consider  her 
merit  as  overbalancing  her  fault ;  and  if  he  had  suffered 
his  heart  to  be  alienated  from  her,  he  could  have  found  no- 
thing that  might  fill  her  place ;  he  could  have  only  shrunk 

'  Mr.  Roscoe.Tvith  good  reason^  doubts  the  accuracy  of  this  inconsistent  and 
improbable  story.    See  bis  Life  of  Pope,  556. 
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within  himself;  it  was  too  late  to  transfer  his  confidence  or 
fondness. 

In  May»  1744^  his  death  was  approachibg* ;  on  the  6th, 
he  was  all  day  delirious,  which  he  mentioned  four  days  af- 
terwards as  a  sufficient  humiliation  of  the  vanity  of  man ; 
he  afterwards  coniplained  of  seeing  things  as  through  a 
curtain,  and  in  false  colours ;  and  one  day,  in  the  presence 
of  Dodsley,  asked  what  arm  it  was  that  came  out  from  the 
wall.  He  said  that  his  greatest  inconvenience  was  in- 
ability to  think. 

Bolingbroke  sometimes  wept  over  him  in  this  state  of 
helpless  decay ;  and  being  told  by  Spence,  that  Pope,  at 
the  intermission  of  his  deliriousness,  was  always  saying 
something  kind  either  of  his  t>resent  or  absent  friends,  and 
that  his  humanity  seemed  to  have  survived  his  understand- 
ing, answered,  "  It  has  so.''  And  added,  **  I  never  in  my 
life  knew  a  man  that  had  so  tender  a  heart  for  his  particular 
friends,  or  more  general  friendship  for  mankind."  At  an- 
other time  he  said,  **  I  have  known  Pope  these  thirty  years, 
and  value  myself  more  in  his  friendship  than** — His  g^ef 
then  suppressed  his  voice. 

Pope  expressed  undoubting  copfidence  of  a  future  state. 
Being  asked  by  his  friend  Mr.  Hooke,  a  papist,  whether 
he  would  not  die  like  his  father  and  mother,  and  whether 
a  priest  should  not  be  called ;  he  answered,  **  I  do  not 
think  it  essential,  but  it  will  be  very  right ;  and  I  thank 
you  for  putting  me  in  mind  of  it." 

In  the  morning,  after  the  priest  had  given  him  the  last 
sacraments,  he  said,  **  There  is  nothing  that  is  meritorious 
but  virtue  and  friendship,  and  indeed  friendship  itself  is 
only  a  part  of  virtue." 

He  died  in  the  evening  of  the  thirtieth  day  of  May,  1744, 
so  placidly,  that  the  attendants  did  not  discern  the  exact 
time  of  his  expiration.  He  was  buried  at  Twickenham, 
near  his  father  and  mother,  where  a  monument  has  been 
erected  to  him  by  his  commentator,  the  bishop  of  Gloucester. 

•  Spence. 
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He  left  the  care  of  bis  papers  to  his  executors ;  first  to 
lord  Bolingbroke  ^  and,  if  he  should  not  be  living,  to  the 
earl  of  Marchmont;  undoubtedly  expecting  them  to  be 
proud  of  the  trust,  and  eager  to  extend  his  fame.  But  let 
no  mau  dream  of  influence  beyond  his  life.  After  a  decent 
time,  Dodflley,  the  bookseller,  went  to  solicit  preference 
as  the  publisher,  and  was  tdd  that  the  parcel  had  not  been 
yet  inq)ected ;  and,  whatever  was  the  reason,  the  world 
has  been  disappointed  of  what  was  **  reserved  for  the  next 


He  lost,  indeed,  the  favour  of  Bolingbroke,  by  a  kind  of 
posthumous  offence.  The  political  pamphlet,  called  the 
Patriot  King,  had  been  put  into  his  hands  thai^he  might 
procure  the  impression  of  a  very  few  copies,  to  be  distri- 
buted, according  to  the  author's  direction,  among  his 
friends,  and  Pope  assured  him  that  no  more  had  been 
printed  than  were  allowed ;  but,  soon  after  his  death,  the 
printer  brought  and  resigned  a  complete  edition  of  fifteen 
hundred  copies,  which  Pope  had  ordered  him  to  print,  and 
to  retain  in  secret.  He  kept,  as  was  observed,  his  engage- 
ment to  Pope,  better  than  Pope  had  kept  it  to  his  friend; 
and  nothing  was  known  of  the  transaction,  till,  upon  the 
death  of  his  employer,  he  thought  himself  obliged  to  de- 
liver the  books  to  the  right  owner,  who,  with  great  indigna- 
tion, made  a  fire  in  his  yard,  and  delivered  the  whole  im- 
pression to  the  flames. 

Hitherto  nothing  had  been  done  which  was  not  naturally 
dictated  by  resentmept  of  violated  faith ;  resentment  more 
acrimonious,  as  the*Violator  had  been  more  loved  or  more 
trusted.  But  here  the  anger  might  have  stopped ;  the  injury 
was  private,  and  there  was  little  danger  from  the  example. 

fiolingbroke,  however,  was  not  yet  satisfied ;  his  thirst 
of  vengeanee  excited  him  to  blast  the  memory  of  the  man 
over  whom  he  had  wept  in  his  last  struggles ;  and  he  em- 
ployed Mallet,  another  friend  of  Pope,  to  tell  the  tale  to 

'  This  U  somewhat  inaccurately  expressed.  Lord  Bolingbroke  was  not  an 
executor :  Pope's  papers  were  left  to  him  specifically,  or,  in  case  of  his  death, 
to  lord  Marchmont. 
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the  publick  with  all  its  aggravations.  Warburtoo,  whose 
heart  was  warm  with  his  legacy*  and  tender  by  the  recent 
separation,  thought  it  proper  for  him  to  interpose;  and 
undertook,  not  indeed  to  vindicate  the  action,  for  preach 
of  trust  has  always  something  criminal,  but  to  extenuate  it 
by  an  apology.  Having  advanced  what  cannot  be  denied, 
that  moral  obliquity  is  made  more  or  less  excusable  by  the 
motives  that  produce  it,  he  inquires  what  evil  purpose 
could  have  induced  Pope  to  break  his  promise.  He  could 
not  delight  his  vanity  by  usurping  the  work,  which,  though 
not  sold  in  shops,  had  been  shown  to  a  number  more  than 
suflScient  to  preserve  the  author's  claim ;  he  could  not  gra- 
tify his  avarice,  for  he  could  not  sell  his  plunder  till  Bo- 
lingbroke  was  dead :  and  even  then,  if  the  copy  was  left 
to  another,  his  fraud  would  be  defeated,  and  if 'left  to  him- 
self, would  be  useless. 

Warburton,  therefore,  supposes,  with  great  appearance  of 
reason,  that  the  irregularity  of  his  conduct  proceeded 
wholly  from  his  zeal  for  Bolingbroke,  who  might,  perhaps, 
have  destroyed  the  pamphlet,  which  Pope  thought  it  his 
duty  to  [H'eserve,  even  without  its  anther's  approbation. 
To  this  apology  an  answer  was  written  in  a  Letter  to  the 
most  impudent  Man  living. 

He  brought  some  reproach  upon  his  own  memory  by  the 
petulant  and  contemptuous  mention  made  in  his  will  of  Mr. 
Allen,  and  an  affected  repayment  of  his  benefactions.  Mrs. 
Blount,  as  the  known  friend  and  favourite  of  Pope,  had 
been  invited  to  the  bouse  of  Allen,  where  she  comported 
herself  with  such  indecent  arrogance,  that  she  parted  from 
Mrs.  Allen  in  a  state  of  irreconcilable  dislike,  and  the  door 
was  for  ever  barred  against  her.  This  exclusion  she  re- 
sented with  so  much  bitterness  as  to  refuse  any  legacy  from 
Pope,  unless  he  left  the  world  with  a  disavowal  of  obliga- 
tion to  Allen.  Having  been  long  under  her  dominion,  now 
tottering  in  the  decline  of  life,  and  unable  to  resist  the 
violence  of  her  temper,  or,  perhaps,  with  a  prejudice  of  a 
lover,  persuaded  that  she  had  suffered  improper  treatment, 
he  complied  with  her  demand,  and  polluted  his  will  with 

x2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


308  POPE. 

female  resentment  Allen  accepted  die  legacy,  which  he 
gave  to  the  hospital  at  BaA,  observing  that  Pope  was  A- 
ways  a  bad  aocemptant,  and  that,  if  to  1501.  he  had  p«t  a 
cipher  more,  he  had  come  nearer  to  die  truth  <• 

The  person  of  Pope  is  well  known  not  to  have  been 
formed  on  the  nicest  modeL  He  has,  in  his  account  of  the 
little  Club,  compared  himself  to  a  spider,  and,  by  another, 
is  described  as  protuberant  behind  and  before.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  beautiful  in  his  infancy ;  but  he  was  of 
a  constitution  originally  feeble  and  weak ;  and,  as  bodies 
of  a  tender  frame  are  easily  distorted,  his  deformity  was, 
probably,  in  part  the  effect  of  his  application.     His  stature 


ff  This  account  of  the  difference  between  Pope  and  Mr.  Allen  is  not  bo  cir- 
cnmstintial  as  it  was  in  Johnson's  power  to  hare  made  it.  The  particulars 
coBunmnicated  to  him  concerning  it  be  was  too  indolent  to  Commit  to  writing ; 
the  business  of  this  note  is  to  supply  his  omissions. 

Upon  an  in?itation,  in  which  Mrs.  Blount  was  included,  Mr.  Pope  made  a 
visit  to  Mr.  Allen,  at  Prior-park,  and  having  occasion  to  go  to  Bristol  for  a  few 
days,  left  Mrs.  Blount  behind  him.  In  his  absence  Mrs.  Blount,  who  was  of  the 
Romish  persuasion,  signified  an  inclination  to  go  to  the  popish  chi^  at  Bath, 
and  desired  of  Mr.  Allen  the  use  of  his  chariot  for  the  purpose ;  but  he  beiog  at 
that  time  mayor  of  the  city,  suggested  the  impropriety  of  having  his  carriage 
seen  at  the  door  of  a  place  of  worship,  to  wbich,  as  a  magistrate,  he  was  at  least 
restrained  from  giving  a  sanction,  and  might  be  required  to  suppress,  and,  there- 
fore, desire  to  be  excused.  Bfrs.  Blount  resented  this  refusal,  and  told  Pope  of 
it  at  his  return,  and  so  bfected  him  with  her  rage  that  they  both  left  the  bouse 
abruptly'. 

An  instance  of  the  like  negligence  may  be  noted  in  his  relation  of  Pope's  love 
of  painting,  which  differs  much  from  the  information  I  gave  him  on  that  head.  . 
A  picture  of  Betterton,  certainly  copied  from  Rneller  by  Pope^  lord  Mansfield 
once  showed  me  at  Kenwood-house,  adding,  that  it  was  the  only  one  he  ever 
finished,  for  that  the  weakness  of  his  eyes  was  an  obstruction  to  his  use  of  the 
pencil.    H. 

*  This  is  altogether  wrong.  Pope  kept  up  his  friendship  with  Mr.  Allen  to 
the  last,  as  appears  by  his  letters,  and  Mrs.  Blount  remained  in  Mr.  AUeo's 
house  some  time  after  the  coolness  took  place  between  her  and  Mrt.  Allen. 
Allen's  conversation  with  Pope  on  this  subject,  and  his  letters  to  Mrs.  Blount, 
all  whose  quarrels  he  was  obliged  to  share,  will  be  (bund  in  Bfr.  Bowles's  edi- 
tion of  Pope's  wofks.  C. — See  further  and  more  minute  information  on  this 
affair  in  Rosooe's  Pope,  i«  526,  and  following  pages.    £d. 

*  See  p.  249. 
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was  80  low,  Aat  to  bring  him  to  a  lerel  with  common  tables, 
it  was  necessary  to  raise  his  seat.  But  his  face  was  not 
displeasing,  and  his  eyes  were  animated  and  vivid. 

By  natural  deformity,  or  accidental  distortion,  his  vital 
functions  were  so  much  disordered,  that  his  life  was  a 
^<  long  disease."  His  most  frequent  assailant  was  the 
headach,  which  he  used  to  relieve  by  inhaling  the  steam 
of  coffee,  which  he  very  frequently  required. 

Most  of  what  can  be  told  concerning  his  petty  peculiari- 
ties was  communicated  by  a  female  domestick  of  the  earl 
of  Oxford,  who  knew  him,  perhaps,  after  the  middle  of 
life.  He  was  then  so  weak  as  to  stand  in  perpetual 
need  of  female  attendance ;  extremely  sensible  of  cold,  so 
that  he  wore  a  kind  of  fur  doublet,  under  a  shirt  of  very 
coarse  warm  linen  witir  fine  sleeves.  When  he  rose,  he 
was  invested  in  a  bodice  made  of  stiff  canvass,  being 
scarcely  able  to  hold  himself  erect  till  they  were  laced, 
and  he  then  put  on  a  flannel  waistcoat.  One  side  was 
contracted.  His  legs  were  so  slender,  that  he  enlai^ed 
their  bulk  with  three  pair  of  stockings,  which  were  drawn 
on  and  off  by  the  maid ;  for  he  was  not  able  to  dress  or 
tmdress  himself,  and  neither  went  to  bed  nor  rose  without 
help.  His  weakness  made  it  very  difficult  for  him  to  be 
clean. 

His  hair  had  fallen  almost  all  away;  and  he  used  to 
dine  sometimes  with  lord  Oxford,  privately,  in  a  velvet 
cap.  His  dress  of  ceremony  was  black,  with  a  tie-wig  and 
a  little  sword. 

The  indulgence  and  accommodation  which  his  sickness 
required,  had  taught  him  all  the  unpleasing  and  unsocial 
qualities  of  a  valetudinary  man.  He  expected  that  every 
thing  should  give  way  to  his  ease  or  humour ;  as  a  child, 
whose  parents  will  not  hear  her  cry,  has  an  unresisted 
dominion  in  the  nursery: 

C'est  que  Tenfant  toujours  est  homme ; 
G'est  que  Thomme  est  toujours  enfant. 

When  he  wanted  to  sleep  he  **  nodded  in  company ;"  and 
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oQce  slambered  at  his  own  table  while  the  prince  of  Wales 
was  talking  of  poetry. 

The  repatatioB  which  his  friendship  gave  procured  him 
many  invitations ;  but  he  was  a  very  tronUesome  inmate. 
He  brought  no  servant,  and  had  so  many  wants  that  a 
numerous  attendance  was  scarcely  able  to  supply  them. 
Wherever  he  was,  he  left  no  room  for  another,  because  he 
exacted  the  attention,  and  employed  the  activity  of  the 
whole  family.  His  errands  were  so  frequent  and  frivolous, 
that  tfaef  footmen,  in  time,  avoided  and  neglected  him ;  and 
the  earl  of  Oxford  discharged  some  of  the  servants  for  their 
resolute  refusal  of  his  messiq^.  The  maids,  when  they 
had  neglected  their  business,  alleged  that  they  had  been 
employed  by  Mr.  Pope.  One  of  his  colistant  demands 
was  of  coffee  in  the  night,  and  to  the  woman  that  watted 
on  him  in  his  chamber,  he  was  very  burdensome ;  but  he 
was  careful  to  recompense  her  want  of  sleep ;  and  lord 
Oxford's  servant  declared,  thai  in  a  house  where  her  busi- 
ness was  to  answer  bib  call,  she  would  not  ask  for  wages. 

He  had  another  fanU  easily  incident  to  those  who,  suf- 
fering much  pain,  think  themselves  entitled  to  whatever 
pleasures  they  can  snatch.  He  was  too  indulgent  to  his 
appetite:  he  loved  meat  highly  seasoned  and  of  stx'ong 
taste;  and  at  the  intervals  of  the  table  amused  himself 
with  biscuits  and  dry  conserves.  If  he  sat  down  to  a  va- 
riety of  dishes,  he  would  oppress  his  stomach  with  reple- 
tion; and  though  he  seemed  angry  when  a  dram  was 
offered  him,  did  not  forbear  to  drink  it.  His  friends,  who 
knew  the  avenues  to  his  heart,  pcmipered  him  with  presents 
of  luxury,  which  he  did  not  suffer  to  stand  neglected.  The 
death  of  great  men  i»noi  always  proportioned  to  the  lustre 
of  their  lives.  Hannibal,  says  Juvenal,  did  not  perish  by 
the  javelin  or  the  sword ;  the  slaughters  of  Cannae  were 
revenged  by  a  ring.  The  death  of  Pope  was  imputed,  by 
some  of  his  friends,  to  a  silver  saucepan,  in  which  it  was  his 
delight  to  heat  potted  lampreys. 

That  he  loved  too  well  to  eat,  is  certain;  but  that  his 
sensuality  shortened  his  life,  will  not  be  hastily  concluded. 
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wheo  it  is  remenbered  that  a  confonaation  so  irregular 
lasted  six-and-fifty  years,  notwithstaBding  such  pertinacious 
dil^ence  of  study  and  meditation. 

In  all  his  intercourse  with  mankind,  be  had  great  delight 
in  artifice,  and  endeayouned  to  attain  all  his  purposes  by 
indirect  a|id  unsuspected  methods.  **  He  hardly  drank 
tea  without  a  stratagem."  K,  at  the  house  of  his  friends, 
he  wanted  any  accommodation,  he  was  not  willing  to  ask 
fcH!  it  in  plain  terms,  but  would  mention  it  remotely  as 
something  couYenient ;  though,  when  it  was  procured,  he 
soon  made  it  appear  for  whose  sake  it  had  been  recom- 
mended* Thus  he  teased  lord  Orrery  till  he  obtained  a 
skreen.  He  practised  his  ai'ts  on  such  small  occasions, 
that  lady  Bolingbroke  used  to  say,  in  a  French  phrase, 
that ''  he  played  the  politician  about  cabbages  and  turnips.'* 
His  unjustifiable  impression  of  the  Patriot  King,  as  it  can 
be  imputed  to  no  particular  motive,  must  have  proceeded 
from  his  genial  habit  of  secrecy  and  cunning ;  he  caught 
an  opportunity  of  a  sly  trick,  and  pleased  himself  with  the 
thought  of  outwitting  Bolingbroke  *". 

lu,  familiar  or  convivial  conversatioo,  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  excelled.  He  may  be  said  to  have  resembled  Dry- 
den,  as  being  not  one  that  was  distinguished  by  vivacity  in 
company.  It  is  remarkable,  that  so  near  his  time,  so  much 
should  be  known  of  what  he  has  written,  and  so  little  of 
what  he  has  said :  traditional  memory  retains  no  sallies 
of  raillery,  nor  sentences  of  observation ;  nothing  either 
pointed  or  solid,  either  wise  or  merry.  One  apophthegm 
only  stands  upon  record.  When  an  objection^  raised 
against  his  inscription  for  Shakespeare,  was  defended  by  the 
authority  of  Patrick,  he  replied,  ''  horresco  referens" — that 
**  he  would  allow  the  publisher  of  a  dictionary  to  know  the 
ineaning  of  a  single  word,  but  not  of  two  words  put  to- 
gether.'* 

He  was  fretful  and  easily  displeased,  and  allowed  him- 
self to  be  capriciously  resentful.    He  would  sometimes 

^  But  see  this  matter  explained  by  (bjcU  more  creditable  to  Pope,  in  bis  life, 
Biographical  Dictionary,  vol.  xxv. 
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leave  brd  Oxford  sUently^  uo  one  could  tell  why,  and  was 
to  be  courted  back  by  more  letters  and  messages  than  the 
footmen  were  willing  to  carry.  The  table  was,  indeed,  in- 
fested by  lady  Mary  Wortley,  who  was  the  friend  of  lady 
Oxford,  and  who,  knowing  his  peeyishness,  could  by  no 
entreaties  be  restrained  from  contradicting  him,  till  their 
disputes  were  sharpened  to  such  asperity,  that  one  or  the 
other  quitted  the  house. 

He  sometimes  condescended  to  be  jocular  with  servants 
or  inferiours ;  but  by  no  merriment,  either  of  others  or  his 
own,  was  he  ever  seen  excited  to  laughter. 

Of  his  domestick  character,  frugality  was  a  part  emi- 
nently remarkable.  Having  determined  not  to  be  depend-, 
ent,  he  determined  not  to  be  in  want,  and,  therefore,  wisely 
and  magnanimously  rejected  all  temptations  to  expense 
unsuitable  to  his  fortune.  This  general  care  must  be  uni- 
versally approved;  but  it  sometimes  appeared  in  petty 
artifices  of  parsimony,  such  as  the  practice  of  writing  hii 
compositions  on  the  back  of  letters,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
remaining  copy  of  the  Iliad,  by  which,  perhaps,  in  five  years 
five  shillings  were  saved ;  or  in  a  niggardly  reception  of 
his  friends,  and  scantiness  of  entertainment,  as,  when  he 
had  two  guests  in  his  house,  he  would  set  at  supper  a  single 
pint  upon  the  table ;  and,  having  himself  taken. two  small 
glasses,  would  retire,  and  say,  *'  Gentlemen,  I  leave  you 
to  your  wine."  Yet  he  tells  his  friends,  that  **  he  has  a 
heart  for  all,  a  house  for  all,  and,  whatever  they  may  think, 
a  fortune  for  all." 

He  sometimes,  however,  made  a  splendid  dinner,  and  is 
said  to  have  wanted  no  part  of  the  skill  or  elegance  which 
such  performances  require.  That  this  magnificence  should 
be  often  displayed,  that  obstinate  prudence  with  which  he 
conducted  his  affairs  would  not  permit ;  for  his  revenue, 
certain  and  casual,  amounted  only  to  about  eight  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  of  which,  however,  he  declares  himself  able 
to  assign  one  hundred  to  charity  *. 

I  Part  of  it  arose  from  an  annuity  of  two  hnndred  pounds  a  year,  which  he 
had  {rurobaaed  cither  of  the  late  dulce  of  BuduDghamshire,  or  the  dutchew,  his 
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Of  this  fortane,  which,  as  it  arose  from  pnblick  appro^ 
batioUy  was  very  honourably  obtained,  his  imagination  seems 
to  have  been  too  full :  it  would  be  hard  to  find  a  man,  so 
well  entitled  to  notice  by  his  wit,  that  ever  delighted  so 
much  in  talking  of  his  money.  In  his  letters,  and  in  his 
poems,  his  garden  and  his  grotto,  his  quincunx  and  his 
vines,  or  some  hints  of  his  opulence,  are  always  to  be 
found.  The  great  topick  of  his  ridicule  is  poverty ;  the 
crimes  with  which  he  repri>aches  his  antagonists  are  their 
debts,  their  habitation  in  the  Mint,  and  their  want  of  a 
dinner.  He  seems  to  be  of  an  opinion  not  very  uncom- 
mon in  the  world,  that  to  want  money  is  to  want  every 
thing. 

Next  to  the  pleasure  of  contemplating  his  possessions, 
seems  to  be  that  of  enumerating  the  men  of  high  rank  with 
whom  he  was  acquainted,  and  whose  notice  he  loudly  pro- 
claims not  to  have  been  obtained  by  any  practices  of  mean- 
ness or  servility ;  a  boast  which  was  never  denied  to  be 
true,  and  to  which  very  few  poets  have  ever  aspired.  Pope 
never  set  his  genius  to  sale,  he  never  flattered  those  whom 
he  did  not  love,  or  praised  those  whom  he  did  not  esteem. 
Savage,  however,  remarked,  that  he  began  a  little  to  relax 
his  dignity  when  he  wrote  a  distich  for  his  Highness's 
dog. 

His  admiration  of  the  great  seems  to  have  increased  in 
the  advance  of  life.  He  passed  over  peers  and  statesmen, 
to  inscribe  his  Iliad  to  Congreve,  with  a  magnanimity  of 
which  the  praise  had  been  complete,  had  his  friend's  virtue 
been  equal  to  his  wit.  Why  he  was  chosen  for  so  great  an 
honour,  it  is  not  now  possible  to  know ;  there  is  no  trace 
in  literary  history  of  any  particular  intimacy  between  them. 
The  name  of  Congpreve  appears  in  the  letters  among  those 
of  his  other  friends,  but  without  any  observable  distinction 
or  consequence. 

To  his  latter  works,  however,  he  took  care  to  annex 
names  dignified  with  titles,  but  was  not  very  happy  in  his 

mother,  and  which  was  charged  od  tome  estate  of  that  family.    [See  p.  256.] 
The  deed  by  which  it  was  granted  was  some  years  in  my  custody.     H. 
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choice ;  fbr,  except  lord  Batknrat^  none  of  his  noble  fViends 
were  svch  as  that  a  good  man  would  wish  to  ha^e  his  inti* 
macy  with  them  known  to  poelerit; ;  he  can  derive  little 
henonr  from  die  notice  of  Cobham,  Burlington^  or  Bolin^ 
broke. 

Of  his  social  qualities^  if  an  estimate  be  made  from  his 
4etters»  an  opinion  too  fBYOurable  cannot  easily  be  formed ; 
they  exhibit  a  perpetual  and  unckmdled  eflblgence  of  ge* 
neral  benevolence  and  particuhir  fondness.  There  is  no- 
thing but  liberality,  gratitude,  constancy,  and  tenderness. 
It  has  been  so  long  said  as  to  be  commonly  believed,  that 
the  true  characters  of  men  may  be  found  in  their  letters, 
and  that  he  who  writes  to  his  friend,  lays  his  heart  open 
before  him.  But  the  truth  b,  that  such  were  the  simple 
ff iendahqis  of  the  Giolden  Age,  and  are  now  die  friend- 
ships only  of  children.  Very  few  can  boast  of  hearts  which 
they  dare  lay  open  to.  themselves,  and  of  which,  by  what- 
ever accident  exposed,  they  do  not  shun  a  distinct  and  con- 
tinued view ;  and,  certainly,  what  we  hide  from  ourselves 
we  do  not  show  to  our  friends.  There  is,  indeed,  no  trans- 
action which  offers  stronger  temptations  to  fallacy  and  so- 
phistication than  epistolary  intercourse.  In  the  eagerness 
of  cosversation,  the  irst  emotions  of  the  mind  often  burst 
out  before  they  are  considered ;  in  the  tumult  of  business, 
interest  and  passion  have  their  genuine  eflfect;  but  a 
friendly  letter  is  a  calm  and  deliberate  performance  in  the 
cool  of  leisure,  in  the  stillness  of  solitude,  and  surely  no 
man  sits  down  to  depreciate  by  design  his  own  character. 

F'rlendship  has  no  tendency  to  secure  veracity ;  for  by 
whom  can  a  man  so  much  wish  to  be  thought  better  than 
h^  is,  as  by  him  whose  kindness  he  desires  to  gain  or 
keep?  Even  in  writing  to  the  world  there  is  less  con- 
straiftt ;  the  author  is  not  confronted  with  his  reader,  and 
takes  his  chance  of  approbation  among  the  different  dispo- 
sitions of  mankind ;  but  a  letter  is  addressed  to  a  single 
mind,  of  which  the  prejudices  and  partialities  are  known ; 
and  must,  therefore,  please,  if  not  by  favouring  them,  by 
forbearing  to  oppose  them. 
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To  charge  diose  fSavourable  representations  wlneh  men 
give  of  their  own  minds  with  the  guilt  of  hypocritical  fake- 
hood,  wbald  show  more  severity  ihan  knowledge.  The 
writer  commonly  betteves  himself.  Almost  every  man's 
dioaghts,  wUle  they  are  generd,  wre  right;  and  most 
hearts  are  pm'e  while  temptation  is  mvay.  It  ia  easy  to 
weaken  generous  sen&vents  in  privacy ;  to  despise  death 
when  there  ra  o»  danger ;  to  glow  with  benevolence  when 
there  is  nothing  to  be  given.  While  snch  ideas  are 
formed,  they  are  fek;  and  self-love  does  not  suspect  the 
gleam  ef  virtae  to  be  the  meteor  of  fancy. 

If  Ihe  letters  of  Pope  are  considered  merely  as  com- 
positions, they  seem  to  be  premeditated  and  artbScial.  It 
is  one  thing  to  write,  beeanse  there  is  something  which 
the  mind  wishes  to  discharge ;  and  another  to  solicit  the 
imagination,  becane  ceremony  or  vanity  requires  something 
to  be  written.  Pope  confesses  h»  early  letters  to  be  vi- 
tiated with  '^affDctation  and  ambition :"  to  know  whether  he 
disentangled  himself  from  these  perverlers  of  epistolary 
integrity,  his  book  and  his  life  must  be  set  in  comparison. 

One  of  his  favourite  topicks  is  contempt  of  his  own 
poetry.  For  this,  if  it  had  been  real,  he  would  deserve 
no  commendation ;  and  in  this  he  was  certainly  not  sin- 
cere, for  his  high  value  of  himself  was  sufficiently  observed ; 
and  of  what  could  he  be  proud  but  of  his  poetry?  He 
writes,  he  says,  when  **  he  has  just  nothing  eke  to  do  -^ 
yet  Swift  e<Mnplains  that  he  was  never  at  leisure  for  conver- 
sation, because  he  had  ^'always  some  poetical  scheme  in  his 
head."  It  was  punctually  required  that  hk  writing-box 
should  be  set  upon  his  bed  before  he  rose ;  and  lord  Ox- 
ford's domestick  related,  that,  in  the  dreadful  winter  of 
forty,  she  was  called  from  her  bed  by  him  four  times  iu 
one  night,  to  supply  him  with  paper,  lest  he  should  lose  a 
thooght. 

He  pretends  insensibility  to  censure  and  critickm,  though 
it  was  observed,  by  all  who  knew  him,  that  every  pamphlet 
disturbed  hk  quiet,  and  that  hk  extreme  kriiabihty  laid 
him  open  to  perpetual  vexation ;  but  he  wished  to  despke 
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his  criticks,  and,  therefore,  hoped  that  he  did  despise 
them. 

As  he  happened  to  live  in  two  reigns  when  the  court 
paid  little  attention  to  poetry,  he  nursed  in  his  mind  a 
foolish  disesteem  of  kings,  and  proclaims  that  "  he  never 
sees  oourts.**  Yet  a  little  regard  shown  him  by  the  prince 
of  Wales  melted  his  obduracy;  and  he  had  not  much  to 
say  when  he  was  asked  by  his  royal  highness,  **  How  he 
could  love  a  prince  while  he  disliked  kings." 

He  very  frequently  professes  contempt  of  the  worid, 
and  represents  himself  as  looking  on  mankind,  sometimes 
with  gay  indifference,  as  on  emmets  of  a  hillock,  below 
his  serious  attention ;  and  sometimes  with  gloomy  indig- 
nation, as  on  monsters  more  worthy  of  hatred  than  of  pity. 
These  were  dispositions  apparently  counterfeited.  How 
could  he  despise  those  whom  he  lived  by  pleasing,  and 
on  whose  approbation  his  esteem  of  himself  was  supers 
stnfcted  ?  Why  should  he  hate  those  to  whose  favour  he 
owed  his  honour  and  his  ease  ?  Of  things  that  terminate 
in  human  life,  the  world  is  the  ph>per  judge ;  to  despise 
its  sentence,  if  it  were  possible,  is  not  just ;  and  if  it  were 
just,  is  not  possible.  Pope  was  far  enough  from  this  un- 
reasonable temper :  he  was  sufficiently  **  a  fool  to  fame,'' 
and  his  fault  was,  that  he  pretended  to  neglect  it.  His 
levity  and  his  suUenness  were  only  in  his  letters ;  he  passed 
through  common  life,  sometimes  vexed,  and  sometimes 
pleased,  with  the  natural  emotions  of  common  men. 

His  scorn  of  the  great  is  too  often  repeated  to  be  real ; 
no  man  thinks  much  of  that  which  he  despises ;  and,  as 
falsehood  is  always  in  danger  of  inconsistency,  he  makes 
it  his  boast,  at  another  time,  that  he  lives  among  them. 

It  is  evident  that  his  own  importance  swells  often  in  his 
mind.  He  is  afraid  of  writing,  lest  the  clerks  of  the  post- 
office  should  know  his  secrets;  he  has  many  enemies;  he 
considers  himself  as  surrounded  by  universal  jealousy! 
*'  after  many  deaths,  and  many  dispersions,  two  or  three 
of  us"  says  he,  **  may  still  be  brought  together,  not  to 
plot,  but  to  divert  ourselves,  and  the  world  too,  if  it 
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pleases  :**  and  they  can  live  together,  and  **  show  what 
friends  wits  may  be,  in  spite  of  ail  tlte  fools  in  the  world.^ 
All  this  while  it  was  likely  that  the  clerks  did  not  know 
his  hand ;  he  certainly  had  no  more  enemies  than  a  pnb- 
lick  character  like  his  inevitably  excites ;  and  with  what 
degree  of  friendship  the  wits  might  live,  very  few  were  so 
much  fools  as  ever  to  inquire. 

Some  part  of  this  pretended  discontent  he  learned  from 
Swifty  and  expresses  it,  I  think,  most  frequently  in  his 
correspondence  with  him.  Swiff s  resentment  was  un- 
reasonable, but  it  was  sincere ;  Pope's  was  the  mere 
mimickry  of  his  friend,  a  fictitious  part  which  he  began  to 
play  before  it  became  him.  When  he  was  only  twenty-five 
years  old,  he  related  that  **  a  glut  of  study  and  retirement 
had  thrown  him  on  the  world,''  and  that  there  was  danger 
lest  **  a  glut  of  the  ^orld  should  throw  him  back  upon 
study  and  retirement."  To  this  Swift  answered  with 
great  propriety,  that  Pope  had  not  yet  either'  acted  or 
suffered  enough  in  the  world  to  have  become  weary  of  it. 
And,  indeed,  it  must  be  some  very  powerful  reason  that 
can  drive  back  to  solitude  him  who  has  once  enjoyed  the 
pleasures  of  society. 

In  the  letters,  both  of  Swift  and  Pope,  there  appears 
such  narrowness  of  mind,  as  makes  them  insensible  of  any 
excellence  that  has  not  some  affinity  with  their  own,  and 
confines  their  esteem  and  approbation  to  so  small  a  number, 
that  whoever  should  form  his  opinion  of  die  age  from  their 
representation,  would  suppose  them  to  have  lived  amidst 
ignorance  and  barbarity,  unable  to  find,  among  their  con- 
temporaries, either  virtue  or  intelligence,  and  persecuted 
by  those  that  could  not  understand  them. 

When  Pope  murmurs  at  the  world,  when  he  professes 
contempt  of  fame,  when  he  speaks  of  riches  and  poverty, 
of  success  and  disappointment,  with  negligent  indifference, 
he  certainly  does  not  express  his  habitual  and  settled  sen- 
timents, but  ^ther  wilfully  disguises  his  own  character,  or, 
what  is  more  likely,  invests  himself  with  temporary  quali- 
ties, and  sallies  out  in  th^  colours  of  the  present  moment. 
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His  tiopeg  and  fears,  bis  joys  and  sorrows,  aoted  strongly 
upon  hk  mind ;  and,  if  he  differed  from  others,  it  was  not 
by  carelessness;  he  was  irritable  and  resentful;  his  ma- 
lignity to  Philips,  whom  he  had  first  made  ridiculous,  and 
then  hated  for  being  angry,  continued  too  long.  Of  his 
vain  desire  to  make  B^ntley  contemptible,  I  neyer  heard 
any  adequate  reason.  He  was  sometimes  wanton  in  bis 
attacks;  and,  before  Chandos,  lady  Wortley,  and  Hill, 
was  mean  in  his  retreat. 

The  virtues  which  seem  to  have  had  most  of  his  affec- 
tion were  liberality  and  fidelity  of  friendship,  in  which  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  was  other  than  he  describes  him- 
self. His  fortune  did  Qot  suffer  his  charity  to  be  splendid 
and  conspicuous;  but  he  assisted  Dodsley  with  a  hundred 
pounds,  that  he  might  open  a  shop ;  and,  of  the  snbscrip- 
tion  of  forty  pounds  a  year,  that  he  raised  for  Savage, 
twenty  were,  paid  by  himself.  He  was  accused  of  loving 
money;  hut  his  love  was  eagerness  to  gain,  not  solicitude 
to  keep  it. 

In  the  duties  of  friendship  he  was  sealous  and  constant; 
his  early  maturity  of  mind  commonly  united  him  with  men 
older  than  himself,  and,  therefore,  without  attaining  any 
considerable  length  of  life,  he  saw  many  companions  of 
his  yputh  sink  into  the  grave ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
he  lost  a  singile  friend  by  coldness  or  by  injury ;  those  who 
loved  him  once,  continued  their  kindness.  His  ungrateful 
mention  of  Allen,  in  his  will,  was  the  effect  of  his  ad- 
herence to  one  whom  he  had  known  much  longer,  and 
whom  he  naturally  loved  with  greater  fondness.  His  vro- 
Jation  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  Bolingbroke,  could 
have  no  motive  inconsistent  with  the  warmest  affection ; 
he  either  thought  the  action  so  near  to  indifferent  that  he 
forgot  it,  or  so  laudable,  that  he  expected  hb  friend  to 
approve  it.  * 

It  was  reported,  with  such  confidence  as  almost  to  en- 
force belief,  that  in  the  papers  intrusted  to  his  executors 
was  found  a  defamatory  life  of  Swift,,  which  he  had  pre- 
.pared  as  an  instrument  of  vengeance,  to  be  used  if  any 
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provocation  should  be  ever  given.  About  this  I  tnquirecl 
of  the  earl  of  IfarcbBMnt,  who  ataured  »e,  that  no  such 
piece  was  among  his  remaois. 

The  religion  in  which  he  lived  and  died  was  that  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  to  which,  in  his  correspondence  with 
Racine,  he  professes  himself  a  sincere  adherent.  That  he 
was  not  scrupulously  pious  in  some  part  of  his  life,  is 
known  by  many  idle  and  indecent  applications  of  sen- 
tences taken  from  the  scriptures ;  a  mode  of  merriment 
which  a  good  man  dreads  for  its  pro&neness,  and  a  witty 
man  disdains  for  its  easiness  and  vulgarity.  But  to  what- 
ever levities  he  has  been  betrayed,  it  does  not  i^pear 
that  his  principles  were  ever  corrupted,  or  that  he  ever 
lost  his  belief  of  revelation.  The  positions,  which  he 
transmitted  from  Bolingbroke,  he  seems  not  to  have  un-^ 
derstood;  and  was  pleased  with  an  interpretation,  that 
made  them  orthodox. 

A  man  of  such  exalted  superiority,  and  so  little  mode- 
ration, would  naturally  have  all  his  delinquencies  observed 
and  aggpravated ;  those  who  could  not  deny  that  he  was 
excellent,  would  rejoice^  to  find  that  he  was  not  perfect. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  imputed  to  the  unwillingness  with 
which  the  same  man  is  allowed  to  possess  many  advan- 
tages, that  his  learning  has  been  depreciated.'  He  cer- 
tainly was,  in  his  early  life,  a  man  of  great  literary  cu- 
riosity ;  and,  when  he  wrote  his  Essay  on  Criticism,  had, 
for  his  age,  a  very  wide  acquaintance  with  books.  When 
he  entered  into  the  living  world,  it  seems  to  have  hap- 
pened to  him,  as  to  many  others,  that  be  was  less  attentive 
to  dead  masters;  he  studied  in  the  academy  of  Paracelsus, 
and  made  the  universe  his  favourite  volume.  He  gathered 
his  notions  fresh  from  reality,  not  from  the  copies  of  au- 
thors, but  the  ori^nals  of  nature.  Yet,  there  is  no  reason 
to  believe,  that  literature  ever  lost  his  esteem ;  he  always 
professed  to  love  reading ;  and  Dohson,  who  spent  some 
time  at  his  house,  translating  his  Essay  on  Man,  when  I 
asked  him  what  learning  he  found  him  to  possess,  an- 
swered, **  More  than  I  expected."    His  frequent  refer- 
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ences  to  history,  his  allusioiui  to  varioiu  kinds  of  know- 
ledge, and  his  images,  selected  from  art  and  nature,  with 
his  observations  on  the  operations  of  the  mind,  and  the 
modes  of  life,  show  an  intelligence  perpetually  on  the 
wing,  excursive,  vigorous,  and  diligent,  eager  to  pursue 
knowledge,  and  attentive  to  retain  it. 

From  this  curiosity  arose  the  desire  of  travelling,  to 
which  he  alludes  in  his  verses  to  Jervas ;  and  which,  though 
he  never  found  an  opportunity  to  gratify  it,  did  not  leave 
him  till  his  life  declined. 

Of  his  intellectual  character,  the  constituent  and  funda- 
mental principle  was  good  sense,  a  prompt  and  intuitive 
perception  of  consonance  and  propriety.  He  saw  imme- 
diately, of  his  own  conceptions,  what  was  to  be  chosen, 
and  what  to  be  rejected ;  and,  in  the  works  of  others,  what 
was  to  be  shunned,  and  what  was  to  be  copied. 

But  good  sense  alone  is  a  sedate  and  quiescent  quality, 
which  manages  its  possessions  well,  but  does  not  increase 
them ;  it  collects  few  materials  for  its  own  operations,  and 
preserves  safety,  but  never  gains  supremacy.  Pope  had, 
likewise,  genius ;  a  mind  active,  ambitious,  and  adventur- 
ous, always  investigating,  always  aspiring ;  in  its  widest 
searches  still  longing  to  go  forward,  in  its  highest  flights 
still  wishing  to  be  higher;  always  imagining  something 
greater  than  it  knows,  always  endeavouring  more  than  it 
can  do. 

To  assist  these  powers,  he  is  said  to  have  had  great 
strength  and  exactness  of  memory.  That  which  he  had 
heard  or  read  was  not  easily  lost ;  and  he  had  before  him 
not  only  what  his  own  meditation  suggested,  but  what  he 
had  found  in  other  writers  that  might  be  accommodated  to 
his  present  purpose. 

These  benefits  of  nature  he  improved  by  incessant  and 
unwearied  diligence ;  he  had  recourse  to  every  source  of 
intelligence,  and  lost  no  opportunity  of  information ;  he 
consulted  the  lividg  as  well  as  the  dead ;  he  read  his  com- 
positions to  his  friends,  and  was  never  content  with  medi- 
ocrity, when  excellence  could  be  attained.   He  considered 
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poetry  as  the  busiuess  of  his  life  ;  and,  however  he  might 
seem  to  lament  his  occupation,  he  followed  it  with  con- 
stancy ;  to  make  verses  was  his  first  labonr,  and  to  mend 
them  was  his  last. 

From  his  attention  to  poetry  he  was  never  diverted.  If 
conversation  offered  any  thing  that  could  be  improved,  he 
committed  it  to  paper ;  if  a  thought,  or,  perhaps,  an  ex- 
pression more  happy  than  was  common,  rose  to  his  mind, 
he  was  careful  to  write  it;  an  independent  distich  was 
preserved  for  an  opportunity  of  insertion,  and  some  little 
fragments  have  been  found  containing  lines,  or  parts  of 
lines,  to  be  wrought  upon  at  some  other  time. 

He  was  one  of  those  few  whose  labour  is  their  pleasure: 
he  was  never  elevated  to  negligence,  oor  wearied  to  impa- 
tience ;  he  never  passed  a  fault  unamended  by  indifference, 
nor  quitted  it  by  despair.  He  laboured  his  works,  first  to 
gain  reputation,  and  afterwards  to  keep  it. 

Of  composition  there  are  different  methods.  Some  em- 
ploy at  once  memory  and  invention,  and,  with  little  inter^ 
mediate  use  of  the  pen,  form  and  polish  large  masses  by 
continued  meditation,  and  write  their  productions  only 
when,  in  their  own  opinion,  they  have  completed  them.  It 
is  related  of  Virgil,  that  his  custom  was  to  pour  out  a  great 
number  of  verses  in  the  morning,  and  pass  the  day  in  re- 
trenching exuberances  and  correcting  inaccuracies.  The 
method  of  Pope,  as  may  be  collected  from  his  translation, 
was  to  write  his  first  thoughts  in  his  first  words,  and  gra- 
dually to  amplify,  decorate,  rectify,  and  refine  them. 

With  such  faculties,  and  such  dispositions,  he  excelled 
every  other  writer  in  poetical  prudence :  he  wrote  in  such 
a  manner  as  might  expose  him  to  few  hazards.  He  used 
almost  always  the  same  fabrick  of  verse ;  and,  indeed,  by 
those  few  essays  which  he  made  of  any  other,  he  did  not 
enlarge  his  reputation.  Of  this  unifonnity  the  certain 
consequence  was  readiness  and  dexterity.  By  perpetual 
practice,  language  had,  in  his  mind,  a  systematical  arrange- 
ment ;  having  always  the  same  use  for  words,  he  had  words 
so  selected  and  combined  as  to  be  ready  at  his  call.    This 
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increase  of  facility  he  confessed  himself  to  have  perceived 
in  the  progress  of  his  translation. 

But  what  was  yet  of  more  importance,  his  effusions  were 
always  voluntary,  and  his  subjects  chosen  by  himself.  His 
independence  secured  him  from  drudging  at  a  task,  and 
labouring  upon  a  barren  topick:  he  never  exchanged  praise 
for  money,  nor  opened  a  shop  of  condolence  or  congratu- 
lation. His  poems,  therefore,  were  scarcely  ever  tempo* 
rary.  He  suffered  coronations  and  royal  marriages  to  pass 
without  a  song ;  and  derived  no  opportunities  from  recent 
events,  nor  any  popularity  from  the  accidental  disposition 
of  his  readers.  He  was  never  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
soliciting  the  sun  to  shine  upon  a  birthday,  of  calling  the 
graces  and  virtues  to  a  wedding,  or  of  saying  what  multi* 
tudes  have  said  before  him.  When  he  could  produce  no- 
thing new,  he  was  at  liberty  to  be  silent. 

His  publications  were,  for  the  same  reason,  never  hasty. 
He  is  said  to  have  sent  nothing  to  the  press  till  it  had  lain 
two  years  under  his  inspection :  it  is  at  least  certain,  that 
he  ventured  nothing  without  nice  examination.  He  suf- 
fered the  tumult  of  imagination  to  subside,  and  the  novel- 
ties of  invention  to  grow  familiar.  He  knew  that  the  mind 
is  always  enamoured  of  its  own  productions,  and  did  not 
trust  his  first  fondness.  He  consulted  his  friends,  and 
listened  with  great  willingness  to  criticism;  and,  what  was. 
of  more  importance,  he  consulted  himself,  and  let  nothing 
pass  against  his  own  judgment. 

He  professed  to  have  learned  his  poetry  from  Dryden, 
whom,  whenever  an  opportunity  was  presented,  he  praised 
through  his  whole  life  with  unvaried  liberality ;  and,  per- 
haps, his  character  may  receive  some  illustration,  if  he  be 
compared  with  his  master. 

Integrity  of  understanding,  and  nicety  of  discernment, 
were  not  allotted  in  a  less  proportion  to  Dryden  than  to 
Pope.  The  rectitude  of  Dryden's  mind  was  suflSciendy 
shown  by  the  dismission  of  his  poetical  prejudices,  and  the 
rejection  of  unnatural  thoughts  and  rugged  numbers.  But 
Dryden  never  desired  to  apply  all  the  judgment  that  he 
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had.  He  wrote,  and  professed  to  write,  merely  for  the 
people ;  and  when  he  pleased  others,  he  contented  himself. 
He  spent  no  time  in  stroggles  to  rouse  latent  powers ;  he 
never  attempted  to  make  that  better  which  was  already 
good,  nor  often  to  mend  what  he  must  have  known  to  be 
faulty.  He  wrote,  as  he  tells  us,  with  rery  little. consider-^ 
ation ;  when  occasion  or  necessity  called  upon  him,  he 
poured  out  what  the  present  moment  happened  to  supply, 
and,  when  once  it  had  passed  the  press,  ejected  it  from 
bis  mind ;  ibr,  when  he  had  no  pecuniary  interest,  he  had 
no  further  solicitude. 

Pope  was  not  content  to  satisfy ;  he  desired  to  excel, 
and,  therefore,  always  endeavoured  to  do  his  best :  he  did 
not  court  the  candour,  but  dared  the  judgment  of  his  reader, 
and,  expectii^  no  indulgence  from  others,  he  showed  none 
to  himself.  He  examined  lines  and  words  with  minute 
and  punctilious  observation,  and  retouched  every  part  with 
indefatigable  diligence,  till  be  had  left  nothing  to  be  for- 
given. 

For  this  reason  he  kept  his  pieces  very  long  in  his  hands, 
while  he  considered  and  reconsidered  them.  The  only 
poems  which  can  be  supposed  to  have  been  written  with 
such  regard  to  the  times  as  might  hasten  their  publication, 
were  tte  two  satires  of  Thirty-eight ;  of  which  Dodsley  told 
me,  that  they  were  brought  to  him  by  the  author,  that  they 
might  be  fairly  copied.  *' Almost  every  line,"  he  said,  "  was 
then  written  twice  over;  I  gave  him  a  clean  transcript, 
which  he  sent  some  time  afterwards  to  me  for  the  press, 
with  almost  every  Hne  written  twice  over  a  second  time. 

His  declaration,  that  his  care  for  his  works  ceased  at 
their  publication,  was  not  strictly  true.  His  parental  at- 
tention never  abandoned  them ;  what  he  found  amiss  in  the 
first  edition,  he  silently  corrected  in  those  that  followed. 
He  appears  to  have  revised  the  IHad,  and  freed  it  from 
some  of  its  imperfections ;  and  the  Essay  on  Criticism  re-  « 
ceived  many  improvements  after  its  first  appearance.  It 
will  seldom  be  found  that  he  altered,  without  adding  clear'* 
ness,  elegance,  or  vigour..    Pope  had,  perhaps,  the  judg- 
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ment  of  Drydei) ;  but  Dryden  certainly  wanted  the  dili- 
gence of  Pope. 

In  acquired  knowledge,  the  superiority  must  be  allowed 
to  Dryden,  whose  education  was  more  scholastick,  and  who, 
before  he  became  an  author,  had  been  allowed  more  time 
for  study,  with  better  means  of  information.  His  mind 
has  a  larger  range,  and  he  collects  his  images  and  illustra- 
tions from  a  more  extensive  circumference  of  science. 
Dryden  knew  more  of  man  in  his  general  nature,  and  Pope 
in  his  local  manner^,  t'he  notions  of  Dryden'were  formed 
by  comprehensive  speculation,  and  those  of  Pope  by  minute 
attention.  There  is  more  dignity  in  the  knowledge  of 
Dryden,  and  more  certainty  in  that  of  Pope. 

Poetry  was  not  the  sole  praise  of  either :  for  both  ex- 
celled likewise  in  prose ;  but  Pope  did  not  borrow  his  prose 
from  his  predecessor.  The  style  of  Dryden  is  capricious 
and  varied ;  that  of  Pope  is  cautious  and  uniform.  Dryden 
obeys  the  motions  of  his  own  mind ;  Pope  constrains  his 
mind  to  his  own  rules  of  composition.  Dryden  is  some- 
times vehement  and  rapid ;  Pope  is  always  smooth,  uni- 
form, and  gentle.  Dry  den's  page  is  a  natural  field,  rising 
into  inequalities,  and  diversified  by  the  varied  exuberance 
of  abundant  vegetation ;  Pope*s  is  a  velvet  lawn,  shaven 
by  the  sithe,  and  levelled  by  the  roller. 

Of  genius,  that  power  which  constitutes  a  poet ;  that 
quality  without  which  judgment  is  cold,  and  knowledge  is 
inert ;  that  energy  which  collects,  combines,  amplifies,  and 
animates;  the  super' ority  must,  with  some  hesitation,  be 
allowed  to  Dryden.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred,  that  of  this 
poetical  vigour  Pope  had  only  a  little,  because  Dryden 
had  more ;  for  every  other  writer  since  Milton  must  give 
place  to  Pope ;  and  even  of  Dryden  it  must  be  said,  that, 
if  he  has  brighter  paragraphs,  he  has  not  better  poems. 
Dryden's  performances  were  always  hasty,  either  excited 
by  some  external  occasion,  or  extorted  by  domestick  ne- 
cessity ;  he  composed  without  consideration,  and  published 
without  correction.  What  his  mind  could  supply  at  call, 
or  gather  in  one  excurision,  was  all  that  he  sought,  and  all 
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that  he  gave.  The  dilatory  caution  of  Pope  enabled  him 
to  condense  his  sentiments,  to  multiply  his  images,  and  to 
accumulate  all  that  study  might  produce,  or  chance  might 
supply.  If  the  flights  of  Dryden,  therefore,  are  higher. 
Pope  continues  longer  on  the  wing.  If  of  Dryden's  fire 
the  blaze  is  brighter,  of  Pope's  the  heat  is  more  regular 
and  constant.  Dryden  often  surpasses  expectation,  and 
Pope  never  falls  below  it.  Dryden  is  read  with  frequent 
astonishment,  and  Pope  with  perpetual  delight. 

This  parallel  will,  I  hope,  when  it  is  well  considered, 
be  found  just ;  and,  if  the  reader  should  suspect  me,  as  I 
suspect  myself,  of  some  partial  fondness  for  the  memory  of 
Dryden,  let  him  not  too  hastily  condemn  me ;  for  medita- 
tion and  inquiry,  may,  perhaps,  show  him  the  reasonable- 
ness of  my  determination. 

The  works  of  Pope  are  now  to  be  distinctly  examined, 
not  so  much  with  attention  to  slight  faults,  or  petty  beau- 
ties, as  to  the  general  character  and  effect  of  each  per- 
formance. 

It  seems  natural  for  a  young  poet  to  initiate  himself  by 
pastorals,  which,  not  professing  to  imitate  real  life,  require 
no  experience ;  and,  exhibiting  only  the  simple  operation  of 
unmingled  passions,  admit  no  subtile  reasoning  or  deep  in- 
quiry. Pope*s  pastorals  are  not,  however,  composed  but 
with  close  thought;  they  have  reference  to  the  times  of 
the  day,  the  seasons  of  the  year,  and  the  periods  of  human 
life.  The  last,  that  which  turns  the  attention  upon  age 
and  death,  was  the  author  s  favourite.  To  tell  of  disap- 
pointment and  misery,  to  thicken  the  darkness  of  futurity, 
and  perplex  the  labyrinth  of  uncertainty,  has  been  always 
a  delicious  employment  of  the  poets.  His  preference  was 
probably  just.  I  wish,  however,  that  his  fondness  had  hot 
overlooked  a  line  in  which  the  zephyrs  are  made  ''  to  la- 
ment in  silence." 

To  charge  these  pastorals  with  want  of  invention,  is  to 
require  what  was  never  intended.  The  imitation^  are  so 
ambitiously  frequent,  that  the  writer  evidently  means  ra- 
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ther  to  8how  bis  literature,  than  his  wit.  It  is  sarely  suffi- 
cient  for  ao  author  of  sixteen,  not  only  to  be  able  to  copy 
the  poems  of  antiquity  with  judicious  selection,  but  to 
have  obtained  sufficient  power  of  language,  and  9kill  in 
metre,  to  exhibit  a  series  of  versification,  which  had  in  Eng- 
lish poetry  no  precedent,  nor  has  since  had  an  inutation. 

The  design  of  Windsor  Forest  is  evidently  derived  from 
Cooper^s  Hill,  with  some  attention  to  Waller's  poem  on 
the  Park ;  but  Pope  cannot  be  denied  to  excel  bis  mas- 
ters in  variety  and  elegance,  alid  the  art  of  interchanging 
description,  narrative,  and  morality.  The  objection  made 
by  Dennis  is  the  want  of  plan,  of  a  regular  subordination 
of  parts  terminating  in  the  principal  and  original  design. 
There  is  this  want  in  most  descriptive  poems,  because,  as 
the  scenes,  which  they  must  exhibit  successively,  are  all 
subsisting  at  the  same  time,  the  order  in  which  they  are 
shown  must  by  necessity  be  arbitrary,  and  more  b  not  to 
be  expected  from  the  last  part  than  from  the  first  The 
attention,  therefore,  which  cannot  be  detained  by  suspense, 
must  be  excited  by  diversity,  such  as  his  poem  offers  to 
its  reader. 

But  the  desire  of  diversity  may  be  too  much  indulged ; 
the  parts  of  Windsor  Forest  which  deserve  least  praise, 
are  those  which  were  added  to  enliven  the  stillness  of  the 
scene,  the  appearance  of  Father  Thames,  and  the  trans- 
formation of  Lodona.  Addison  had  in  his  Campaign  de- 
rided the  rivers  that  "  rise  from  their  oozy  beds"  to  tell 
stories  of  heroes ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  strange  that  Pope 
should  adopt  a  fiction  not  only  unnatural  but  lately  cen- 
'  sured.  The  story  of  Iiodona  is  told  with  sweetness ;  but 
a  new  metamorphosis  is  a  ready  and  pUerile  expedient; 
nothing  is  easier  than  to  tell  how  a  flower  was  once  a 
blooming  virgin,  or  a  rook  an  obdurate  tyrant 

The  Temple  of  Fame  has,  as  Steele  warmly  declared, 
*'  a  thousand  beauties."  Every  part  is  splendid ;  there  is 
great  luxuriance  of  ornaments;  the  original  vision  of 
Chaucer  was  never  denied  to  be  much  improved ;  the  al- 
legory is  very  skilfully  continued,  the  imagery  is  properly 
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selected,  and  leamedly  displayed ;  yet,  with  all  this  com- 
prehension of  excellence,  as  its  scene  is  laid  in  remote 
ages>  and  its  sentiments,  if  the  conchiding  paragraph  be  ex- 
cepted, bare  little  relation  to  general  manners  or  common 
life,  it  never  obtained  much  notice,  but  is  turned  silently 
over,  and  seldom  quoted  or  mentioned  with  either  praise 
or  blame. 

That  the  Messiah  excels  the  Pollio,  isno  great  praise, 
if  it  be  considered  from  what  original  the  improvements 
are  derived. 

The  Verses  on  the  unfortunate  Lady  have  drawn  much  at- 
tention by  the  illaudable  singularity  of  treating  suicide  with 
respect ;  and  they  must  be  allowed  to  be  written,  in  some 
parts,  with  vigorous  animation,  and,  in  others,  with  gentle 
^ndemess ;  nor  has  Pope  produced  any  poem  in  which 
the  sense  predominates  more  over  the  diction.  But  the 
tale  is  not  skilfully  told ;  it  is  not  easy  to'^discover  the  cha- 
racter of  either  the  lady  or  her  guardian.  History  relates 
that  she  was  about  to  disparage  herself  by  a  marriage  with 
an  inferiour ;  Pope  praises  her  for  the  dignity  of  ambition^ 
and  yet  condemns  the  uncle  to  detestation  for  his  pride ; 
the  ambitious  love  of  a  niece  may  be  opposed  by  the  in- 
terest, malice,  or  envy  of  an  uncle,  but  never  by  his  pride. 
On  such  an  occasion  a  poet  may  be  allowed  to  be  obscure, 
but  inconsistency  never  can  be  right  ^. 

The  Ode  for  St.  Cecilia's  Day  was  undertaken  at  the 

1^  The  account  herein  before  given  of  this  lady  and  her  catastrophe,  cited  by 
Johnson  from  RufThead,  with  a  kind  of  acquiescence  in  the  truth  thereof,  seems 
no  other  than  might  have  been  extracted  from  the  verses  themselves.  I  have 
in  my  possession  a  letter  to  Dr.  Johnson,  containing  the  name  of  the  lady ; 
and  a  reference  to  a  gentleman  well  known  in  the  literary  world  for  her  his- 
tory. Him  I  have  seen  ^  and,  from  a  memorandum  of  some  particulars  to  the 
purpose,  communicated  to  him  by  a  lady  of  quality,  he  informs  me,  that  the  un- 
fortunate lady's  name  was  Witlynbury »,  corruptly  pronounced  Winbury ;  that 
she  was  in  love  with  Pope,  and  would  have  married  him ;  that  her  guardian, 
though  she  was  deformed  in  person,  looking  upon  such  a  match  as  beneath  her, 
sent  her  to  a  convent  j  and  that  a  noose,  and  not  a  sword,  put  an  end  to  her 
life.    H.- 

»  According  to  Warton,  the  lady's  name  was  W«nsbiury.    En. 
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desire  of  Steele :  in  this  the  author  is  generally  confessed 
to  have  miscarried,  yet  he  has  miscarried  only  as  compared 
with  Dryden;  for  he  has  far  outgone  other  competitors. 
^  Uryden^s  plan  is  better  chosen ;  history  will  always  take 
■  stronger  hold  of  the  attention  than  fable  :  the  passions  ex- 
cited by  Dryden  are  the  pleasures  and  pains  of  real  life» 
the  scene  of  Pope  b  laid  in  imaginary  existence ;  Pope  is 
read  with  calm  acquiescence,  Dryden  with  turbulent  de* 
light;  Pope  hangs  upon  the  ear,  and  Dryden  finds  the 
passes  of  the  mind. 

Both  the  odes  want  the  essential  constituent  of  metrical 
compositions,  the  stated  recurrence  of  settled  numbers. 
It  may  be  alleged  that  Pindar  is  said  by  Horace  to  have 
'  written  "  numeris  lege  solutis  :^  but  as  no  such  lax  per- 
formances have  been  transmitted  to  us,  the  meaning  of 
that  expression  cannot  be  fixed ;  and,  perhaps,  the  like 
return  might  properly  be  made  to  a  modem  Pindarist,  as 
Mr.  Cobb  received  from  Bentley,  who,  when  he  found  his 
criticisms  upon  a  Greek  exercise,  which  Cobb  had  pre- 
sented, refuted  one  after  another  by  Pindar's  authority, 
cried  out,  at  last,  **  Pindar  was  a  bold  fellow,  but  thou  art 
an  impudent  one." 

If  Pope's  ode  be  particularly  inspected,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  first  stanza  consists  of  sounds  well  chosen  indeed, 
but  only  sounds. 

The  second  consists  of  hyperbolical  commonplaces,  ea- 
sily to  be  found,  and,  perhaps,  without  much  difficulty  to 
be  as  well  expressed. 

In  the  third,  however,  there  are  numbers,  images,  har- 
mony, and  vigour,  not  unworthy  the  antagonist  of  Dryden. 
Had  all  been  like  this — ^but  every  part  cannot  be  the  best. 
The  next  stanzas  place  and  detain  us  in  the  dark  and 
dismal  regions  of  mythology,  where  neither  hope  nor  fear, 
neither  joy  nor  sorrow,  can  be  found  :  the  poet,  however, 
faithfully  attends  us :  we  have  all  that  can  be  performed  by 
elegance  of  diction,  or  sweetness  of  versification ;  but 
what  can  form  avail  without  better  matter  ? 
The  last  stanza  recurs  again  to  commonplaces.     The 
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oonclasioii  is  too  evidently  modelled  by  that  of  Drydeo ; 
and  it  may  be  remarked  that  both  end  with  the  same  fault : 
the  comparison  of  each  is  literal  on  one  side,  and  metapho- 
rical on  the  other. 

Poets  do  not  always  express  their  own  thoughts;  Pope». 
with  all  this  labour  in  the  praise  of  musick,  was  ignorant  of 
its  principles,  and  insensible  of  its  effects. 

One  of  his  greatest,  though  of  his  earliest  works,  is  the 
Essay  on  Criticism,  which,  if  he  had  written  nothing  else, 
would  have  placed  him  among  the  first  critioks  and  the 
first  poets,  as  it  exhibits  every  mode  of  excellence  that 
can  embellish  or  dignify  didactick  composition,  selection 
of  matter,  novelty  of  arrangement,  justness  of  precept, 
splendour  of  illustration,  and  propriety  of  digression.  I 
know  not  whether  it  be  pleasing  to  consider  that  he  pro- 
duced this  piece  at  twenty,  and  never  afterwards  excelled 
it :  he  that  delights  himself  with  observing  that  such  powers 
may  be  so  soon  attained,  cannot  but  grieve  to  think  that 
life  was  ever  after  at  a  stand. 

To  mention  the  particular  beauties  of  the  essay  would 
be  unprofitably  tedious ;  but  I  cannot  forbear  to  observe, 
that  the  comparison  of  a  student's  progress  in  the  sciences 
with  the  journey  of  a  traveller  in  the  Alps,  is,  perhaps,  the 
best  that  English  poetry  can  show.  A  simile,  to  be  per- 
fect, must  both  illustrate  and  ennoble  the  subject ;  must 
show  it  to  the  understanding  in  a  clearer  view,  and  dis- 
play it  to  the  fancy  with  gpreater  dignity ;  but  either  ^f 
these  qualities  may  be  sufficient  to  recommend  it.  In  di- 
dactick poetry,  of  which  the  great  purpose  is  instruction, 
a  simile  may  be  praised  which  illustrates,  though  it  does 
not  ennoble;  in  heroicks,  that  may  be  admitted  which 
ennobles,  though  it  does  not  illustrate.  That  it  may  be 
complete,  it  is  required  to  exhibit,  independently  of  its  re- 
ferences, a  pleasing  image;  for  a  simile  is  said  to  be  a 
short  episode.  To  this  antiquity  was  so  attentive,  that 
circumstances  were  sometimes  added,  which,  having  no 
parallels,  served  only  to  fill  the  imagination,  and  produced 
what  Perrault  ludicrously  called  '*  comparisons  with  a  long 
tail.**     In  their  similes  the  greatest  writers  have  some- 
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times  failed;  the  Rhip-raoe,  compared  with  the  chariot- 
race,  is  neither  iilastrated  nor  aggnmdised ;  land  and 
water  make  all  the  difference :  when  A4K>ll0y  running  after 
Daphne,  is  likened  to  a  greyhound  chasing  a  hare,  there 
is  nothing  g^ed  ;  the  ideas  of  pursnit  and  flight  are  too 
plain  to  be  made  plainer,  and  a  god  and  the  daughter  of  a 
god  are  not  represented  much  to  their  advantage  by  a 
hare  and  dog.  The  simile  of  the  Alps  has  no  useless 
parts,  yet  affords  a  striking  picture  by  itself; .  it  makes  the 
foregoing  position  better  understood,  and  enables  it  to 
take  faster  hgld  on  the  attention ;  it  assists  the  apprehen- 
sion, and  elevates  the  fancy. 

Let  me,  likewise,  dwell  a  little  on  the  celebrated  para- 
graph, in  which  it  is  directed  that  "  the  sound  should  seem 
an  echo  to  the  sense ;"  a  precopt  which  Pope  is  allowed  to 
have  observed  beyond  any  other  English  poet. 

This  notion  of  representative  metre,  and  the  desire  of 
discovering  frequent  adaptations  of  the  sound  to  the  sense, 
have  produced,  in  my  opinion,  many  wild  conceits  and 
imaginary  beauties.  All  that  can  furnish  this  representa- 
tion are  the  sounds  of  the  words  considered  singly,  and 
the  time  in  which  they  are  pronounced.  Every  language 
has  some  words  framed  to  exhibit  the  noises  which  they 
express,  as  thump,  rattle,  growl,  hiss.  These,  however,  are 
but  few,  and  the  poet  cannot  make  them  more,  nor  can 
they  be  of  any  use  but  when  sound  is  to  be  mentioned* 
The  time  of  pronunciation  was,  in  the  dactylick  measures 
of  the  learned  languages,  capable  of  considerable  variety ; 
but  that  variety  could  be  accommodated  only  to  motion  or 
duration,  and  different  degrees  of  motion  were,  perhaps, 
expressed  by  verses  rapid  or  slow,  without  much  attention 
of  the  writer,  when  the  image  had  fuU  possession  of  his 
fancy ;  but  our  language  having  little  flexibility,  our  verses 
can  differ  very  little  in  their  cadence.  The  fancied  re- 
semblances, I  fear,  arise  sometimes  merely  from  the  am- 
biguity of  words ;  there  is  supposed  to  be  some  relation 
between  a  soft  line  and  a  soft  couch,  or  between  hard 
syllables  and  hard  fortune. 

Motion,  however,  may  be  in  some  sort  exemplified  ;-and 
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yet  it  may  be  suspected  that  eyen  in  such  reeemblabces 
the  mind  often  governs  the  ear,  and  the  sounds  are  estL- 
mated  by  their  meaning.  One  of  the  most  saccessfnl 
attempts  has  been  to  describe  the  labour  of  Sisyphus : 

With  many  a  weary  step,  and  many  a  groan^ 
Up  a  high  hill  he  heaves  a  huge  roimd  stone; 
The  huge  roimd  stone,  resulting  with  a  boimd. 
Thunders  impetuous  down>  and  smokes  along  the  ground. 

Who  does  not  perceive  the  stone  *to  move  slowly  upward, 
and  roll  violently  back?  But  set  the' same  numbers  to 
another  sense : 

While  many  a  merry  tale,  and  many  a  song, 
Cheer'd  the  rough  road,  we  wish'd  the  rough  road  long. 
The  rough  road  then,  returning  in  a  round, 
Mock'd  our  impatient  steps,  for  all  was  fitxry  ground. 

We  have  now,  surely,  lost  much  of  the  delay,  and  much 
of  the  rapidity. 

But,  to  show  how  little  the  greatest  master  of  numbers 
can  fix  the  principles  of  representative  harmony,  it  will  be 
sufiicient  to  remark  that  the  poet,  who  tells  us,  that 

When  Ajax  strives  some  rock's  vast  weight  to  throw. 

The  line  too  labours,  and  the  wwds  move  slow: 

No^  so  when  swift  Camilla  scours  the  plain,    ^ 

Flies  o'er  th^  imbending  com,  and  skims  along  the  main ; 

when  he  had  enjoyed,  for  about  thirty  years,  the  praise  of 
Camilla's  lightness  of  foot,  tried  another  experiment  upon 
sound  and  time,  and  produced  this  memorable  triplet : 

Waller  was  smooth ;  but  Dryden  taught  to  join 
The  varying  verse,  the  full  resounding  line. 
The  long  majestick  march,  and  energy  divine. 

Here  are  the  swiftness  of  the  rapid  race,  and  the  march  of 
slow-paced  majesty,  exhibited  by  the  same  poet  in  the 
same  sequence  of  syllables,  except  .that  the  exact  prosodist 
will  £nd  the  line  of  smftness  by  one  time  longer  than  that 
of  tardiness. 
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Beauties  of  this  kind  are  commooly  fancied ;  and»  when 
real,  are  technical  and  nugatory,  not  to  be  rejected,  and 
not  to  be  solicited. 

To  the  praises  which  have  been  accumulated  on  the 
Rape  of  the  Lock  by  readers  of  every  class,  from  the  cri- 
tick  to  the  waiting-maid,  it  is  difficult  to  make  any  addition. 
Of  that  which  is  universally  allowed  to  be  the  most  attrac- 
tive of  all  ludicrous  compositions,  let  it  rather  be  now  in- 
quired from  what  sources  the  power  of  pleasing  is  derived. 

Dr.  Warburton,  who  excelled  in  critical  perspicacity, 
has  remarked  that  the  preternatural  agents  are  very  hap- 
\  pily  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  the  poem.  The  heathen 
deities  can  no  longer  gain  attention :  we  should  have  turned 
I  away  from  a  contest  between  Venus  and  Diana.  The  em- 
ployment of  allegorical  persons  always  excites  conviction 
of  its  own  absurdity ;  they  may  produce  effects,  but  can- 
not conduct  actions ;  when  the  phantom  is  put  in  motion, 
it  dissolves;  thus  Discord  may  raise  a  mutiny,  but  Dis- 
cord cannot  conduct  a  march,  or  besiege  a  town.  Pope 
brought  into  view  a  new  race  of  beings,  with  powers  and 
passions  proportionate  to  their  operation.  The  sylphs  and 
gnomes  act,  at  the  toilet  and  the  tea-table,  what  more 
terrifick  and  more  powerful  phantoms  perform  on  the 
stormy  ocean,  or  the  field  of  battle ;  they  give  their  proper 
help,  and  do  their  proper  mischief. 

Pope  is  said,  by  an  objector,  not  to  have  been  the  in- 
ventor of  this  petty  nation ;  a  charge  which  might,  with 
more  justice,  have  been  brought  against  the  author  of  the 
Iliad,  who,  doubtless,  adopted  the  religious  system  of  his 
country ;  for  what  is  there,  but  the  names  of  his  agents, 
which  Pope  has  not  invented  ?  Has  he  not  assigned  them 
characters  and  operations  never  heard  of  before  ?  Has  he 
not,  at  least,  given  them  their  first  poetical  existence  ?  If 
this  is  not  sufficient  to  denominate  his  work  original,  no- 
thing original  ever  can  be  written. 

In  this  work  are  exhibited,  in  a  very  high  degree,  the 
two  most  engaging  powers  of  an  author.  New  things  are 
made  familiar,  and  familiar  things  are  made  new.     A  race 
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of  aerial  people,  never  heard  of  before,  is  presented  to  ns 
in  a  manner  so  clear  and  easy,  that  the  reader  seeks  for  no 
further  information,  but  immediately  mingles  with  his  new 
acquaintance,  adopts  their  interests,  and  attends  their  pur- 
suits, loves  a  sylph,  and  detests  a  gnome. 

That  familiar  things  are  made  new,  every  paragraph 
will  prove.  The  subject  of  the  poem  is  an  event  below 
the  common  incidents  of  common  life  ;  nothing  real  is  in- 
troduced that  is  not  seen  so  often  as  to  be  no  longer  re- 
garded; yet  the  whole  detail  of  a  female  day  is  here 
brought  before  us  invested  with  so  much  art  of  decoration, 
•that,  though  nothing  is  disguised,  every  thing  is  striking, 
and  we  feel  all  the  appetite  of  curiosity  for  that  from  which 
we  have  a  thousand  times  turned  fastidiously  away. 

The  purpose  of  the  poet  is,  as  he  tells  us,  to  laugh  at 
**  the  little  unguarded  follies  of  the  female  sex.'*  It  is, 
therefore,  without  justice  that  Dennis  charges  the  Rape  of 
the  Lock  with  the  want  of  a  moral,  and  for  that  reason  sets 
it  below  the  Lutrin,  which  exposes  the  pride  and  discord 
of  the  clergy.  Perhaps  neither  Pope  nor  Boileau  has 
made  the  world  much  better  than  he  found  it;  but  if 
they  had  both  succeeded,  it  were  easy  to  tell  who  would 
have  deserved  most  from  publick  gratitude.  The  freaks, 
and  humours,  and  spleen,  and  vanity  of  women,  as  they 
embroil  families  in  discord,  and  fill  houses  with  disquiet, 
do  more  to  obstruct  the  happiness  of  life  in  a  year  than  the 
ambition  of  the  clergy  in  many  centuries.  It  has  been  well 
observed,  that  the  misery  of  man  proceeds  not  from  any 
single  crush  of  overwhelming'  evil,  but  from  small  vexa- 
tions continually  repeated. 

It  is  remarked  by  Dennis  likewise,  that  the  machinery 
is  superfluous ;  that,  by  all  the  bustle  of  preternatural  oper- 
ation, the  main  event  is  neither  hastened  nor  retarded. 
To  this  charge  an  efficacious  answer  is  not  easily  made. 
The  sylphs  cannot  be  said  to  help  or  to  oppose;  and  it 
must  be  allowed  to  imply  some  want  of  art,  that  their 
power  has  not  been  sufficiently  intermingled  with  the  action. 
Other  parts  may,  likewise,  be  charged  with  want  of  con- 
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nexion ;  the  game  at  omibre  migbt  be  gpared ;  Imt,  if  the 
lady  had  lost  her  hair  while  ahe  was  intent  upon  her  cards, 
it  might  have  been  inferred  that  those  who  are  too  fond  of 
play  will  l>e  in  danger  of  neglecting  more  important  inter- 
ests. Those,  perhaps,  are  faults ;  but  what  are  such  faults 
to  so  much  excellence  ? 

The  epistle  of  Eloise  to  Abelard  is  one  of  the  most 
happy  productions  of  human  wit :  the  subject  is  so  judi- 
ciously chosen,  that  it  would  be  difRcult,  in  turning  over 
the  annals  of  the  world,  to  find  another  which  so  many  cir- 
cumstances concur  to  recommend.  We  regularly  interest 
ourselves  most  in  the  fortune  of  those  who  most  deserve 
our  notice.  Abelard  and  Eloise  were  conspicuous  in  their 
days  for  eminence  of  merit  The  heart  naturally  loves 
trudh  The  adventures  and  misfortunes  of  this  illustrious 
pair  are  known  from  undisputed  history.  Their  fate  does 
not  leave  the  mind  in  hopeless  dejection ;  for  they  both 
found  quiet  and  consolation  in  retirement  and  piety.  So 
new  and  so  affecting  is  their  story,  that  it  supersedes  in- 
vention, and  imagination  ranges  at  full  liberty  ^thout 
straggling  into  scenes  of  fable. 

The  story,  thus  skilfully  adopted,  has  been  diligently 
improved.  Pope  has  left  nothing  behind  him,  which  seems 
more  the  effect  of  studious  perseverance  and  laborious  re- 
visal.  Here  is  particularly  observable  the  '*  curiosa  feUci- 
tas,"  a  fruitful  soil  and  careful  cultivation.  Here  is  no 
crudeness  of  sense,  nor  asperity  of  language. 

The  sources  from  which  sentiments,  which  have  so  much 
vigour  and  eflScacy,  have  been  drawn,  are  shown  to  be  the 
mystick  writers  by  the  learned  author  of  the  Essay  on  the 
life  and  Writings  of  Pope ;  a  book  which  teaches  how 
the  brow  of  criticism  may  be  smoothed,  and  how  she  may 
be  enabled,  with  all  her  severity,  to  attract  and  to  delight. 

The  train  of  my  disquisition  has  now  conducted  me  to 
that  poetical  wonder,  the  translation  of  the  lUad,  a  per- 
formance which  no  age  or  nation  can  pretend  to  equal. 
Td  the  Greeks  translation  was  almost  unknown;  it  was 
totally  unknown  to  the  inhabitants  of  Greece.    They  had 
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no  recourse  to  the  barbarians  for  poetical  beaatiesy  but 
sought  for  every  thing  in  Homer,  where*  indeed,  there  is 
but  little  that  they  might  not  find. 

The  Italians  have  been  very  diligent  translators ;  but  I 
can  bear  of  no  version,  unless,  perhaps,  Anguillara's  Ovid 
may  be  excepted,  which  is  read  with  eagerness.  The 
Iliad  of  Salvini  every  reader  may  discover  to  be  punctili- 
ously exact ;  but  it  seems  to  be  the  work  of  a  linguist 
skilfully  pedantick ;  and  his  countrymen,  the  proper  judges 
of  its  power  to  please,  reject  it  with  disgust. 

Their  predecessors,  the  Romans,  have  left  some  speci- 
mens of  translation  behind  them,  and  that  employment 
must  have  had  some  credit  in  which  Tully  and  Gerraanicus 
engaged ;  but,  unless  we  suppose,  what  i^  perhaps  true, 
that  the  plays  of  Terence  were  versions  of  Menander, 
nothing  translated  seems  ever  to  have  risen  to  high  repu- 
tation. The  French,  in  the  meridian  hour  of  their  learn- 
ing, were  very  laudably  industrious  to  enrich  their  own 
language  with  the  wisdom  of  the  ancients;  but  found 
themselves  reduced,  by  whatever  necessity,  to  turn  the 
Greek  and  Roman  poetry  into  prose.  Whoever  could 
read  aa  author,  could  translate  him.  From  such  rivals 
little  can  be  feared. 

The  chief  help  of  Pope  in  this  arduous  undertaking  was 
drawn  from  the  versions  of  Dryden.  Virgil  had  borrowed 
much  of  his  imagery  from  Homer,  and  part  of  the  debt 
was  now  paid  by  ins  translator.  Pope  searched  the-  pages 
of  Dryden  for  happy  combinations  of  heroiek  diction ;  but 
it  will  not  be  denied  that  he  added  much  to  what  he  found. 
He  cultivated  our  language  with  so  much  diligence  and 
art,  that  he  has  left  in  his  Homer  a  treasure  of  poetical 
elegancies  to  posterity.  His  version  may  be  said  to  have 
tuned  the  English  tongue ;  for,  since  its  appearance,  no 
writer,  however  deficient  in  other  powers,  has  wanted  me- 
lody. Such  a  series  of  lines,  so  elaborately  corrected,  and  * 
so  sweetly  modulated,  took  possession  of  the  publick  ear ; 
the  vulgar  was  enamoured  of  the  poem,  and  the  learned 
wondered  at  the  translation. 
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But  in  the  most  general  applause  discordant  voices  will 
always  be  beard.  It  bas  been  objected*  by  some  who  wish 
to  be  numbered  among  the  sons  of  learning,  that  Pope*s 
version  of  Homer  is  not  Homerical ;  that  it  exhibits  no  re- 
semblance of  the  original  and  characteristick  manner  of 
the  father  of  poetry,  as  it  wants  his  awful  simplicity,  his 
artless  grandeur,  his  unaffected  majesty  "'.  This  cannot  be 
totally  denied ;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  '*  neces- 
sitas  quod  cogit  defendit ;"  that  may  be  lawfully  done  which 
cannot  be  forborne.  Time  and  place  will  always  enforce 
regard.  In  estimating  this  translation,  considec^tion  must 
be  had  of  the  nature  of  our  language,  the  form  of  our  metre, 
and,  above  all,  of  the  change  which  two  thousand  years 
have  made  in  the  modes  of  life  and  the  habits  of  thought. 
Virgil  wrote  in  a  language  of  the  same  general  fabrick 
with  that  of  Homer,  in  verses  of  the  same  measure,  and  iu 
an  age  nearer  to  Homer's  time  by  eighteen  hundred  years ; 
yet  he  found,  even  then,  the  state  of  the  world  so  much 
altered,  and  the  demand  for  elegance  so  much  increased, 
that  mere  nature  would  be  endured  no  longer;  and,  per- 
haps, in  the  multitude  of  borrowed  passages,  very  few  can 
be  shown  which  he  has  not  embellished. 

There  is  a  time  when  nations,  emerging  from  barbarity, 
and  falling  into  regular  subordination,  gain  leisure  to  grow 
wise,  and  feel  the  shame  of  ignorance  and  the  craving  pain 
of  unsatisfied  curiosity.  To  this  hunger  of  the  mind  plain 
sense  is  grateful;  that  which  fills  the  void  removes  un- 
easiness, and  to  be  free  from  pain  for  awhile  is  pleasure ; 

■  Bentley  was  one  of  these.  He  and  Pope,  soon  after  the  poblicatioii  of 
Homer,  met  at  Dr.  Mead's  at  dioDer ;  when  Pope,  desirous  of  his  opinion  of 
the  translation,  addressed  him  thus :  "  Dr.  Bentley,  I  ordered  my  bookseller  to 
send  you  your  books :  I  hope  you  received  them."  Bentley,  who  had  purposely 
avoided  saying  any  thing  about  Homer,  pretended  not  to  understand  him,  and 
asked,  "  Books !  books !  what  books  1*' — "  My  Homer,"  replied  Pope,  "  which 
you  did  me  the  honour  to  subscribe  for." — "  Oh,"  said  Bentley,  "  aye,  now 
I  recollect — ^your  translation  : — it  is  a  pretty  poem,  Mr.  Pope ;  but  you  must 
not  call  it  Homer."    H. 

Some  good  remarks  on  Pope's  translation  may  be  found  in  the  work  of  Mel* 
moth,  entitled  Fitzosbome's  Letters.    Ed. 
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but  repletion  generates  fastidiousness ;  a  saturated  intellect 
soon  becomes  luxurious,  and  knowledge  finds  no  willing* 
reception  till  it  is  recommended  by  artificial  diction.  Thus 
it  will  be  found,  in  the  progress  of  learning,  that  in  all 
nations  the  first  writers  are  simple,  and  that  every  age  im- 
proves in  elegance.  One  refinement  always  makes  way 
for  another;  and  what  was  expedient  to  Virgil,  was  ne- 
cessary to  Pope. 

I  suppose  many  readers  of  the  English  Iliad,  when  they 
have  been  touched  with  some  unexpected  beauty  of  the 
lighter  kind,  have  tried  to  enjoy  it  in  the  original,  where, 
alas !  it  was  not  to  be  found.  Homer,  doubtless,  owes  to 
his  translator  many  O  vidian  graces  not  exactly  suitable  to 
his  character ;  but  to  have  added  can  be  no  great  crime,  if 
nothing  be  taken  away.  Elegance  is  surely  to  be  desired, 
if  it  be  not  gained  at  the  expense  of  dignity.  A  hero 
would  wish  to  be  loved,  as  well  as  to  be  reverenced. 

To  a  thousand  cavils  one  answer  is  sufficient ;  the  pur- 
pose of  a  writer  is  to  be  read,  and  the  criticism  which  would 
destroy  the  power  of  pleasing  must  be  blown  aside.  Pope 
wrote  for  his  own  age  and  his  own  nation :  he  knew  that 
it  was  necessary  to  colour  the  images  and  point  the  senti- 
ments of  his  author ;  he,  therefore,  made  him  graceful,  but 
lost  him  some  of  his  sublimity. 

The  copious  notes  with  which  the  version  is  accompanied, 
and  by  which  it  is  recommended  to  many  readers,  though 
they  were  undoubtedly  written  to  swell  the  volumes,  ought 
not  to  pass  without  praise:  commentaries  which  attract 
the  reader  by  the  pleasure  of  perusal  have  not  often  ap- 
peared ;  the  notes  of  others  are  read  to  clear  difficulties, 
those  of  Pope  to  vary  entertainment* 

It  has,  however,  been  objected,  with  sufficient  reason, 
that  there  is  in  the  commentary  too  much  of  unseasonable 
levity  and  affected  gaiety ;  that  too  many  appeals  are  made 
to  the  ladies,  and  the  ease  which  is  so  carefully  preserved 
is,  sometimes,  the  ease  of  a  trifler.  Every  art  has  its  terms, 
and  every  kind  of  instruction  its  proper  style ;  the  gravity 
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of  commoD  criticks  may  be  tedious,  bat  is  less  despicable 
than  childish  merriment 

Of  the  Odyssey,  nothing  remains  to  be  observed :  the 
same  general  praise  may  be  g^ven  to  both  .translations,  and 
a  particular  examination  of  either  would  require  a  larg^ 
volume.  The  notes  were  written  by  Broome,  who  endea- 
voured, not  unsuccessfully,  to  imitate  his  master. 

Of  the  Dnnciad,  the  hint  is  confessedly  taken  from  Dry* 
den's  Mac  .Flecknoe ;  but  the  plan  is  so  enlarged  and 
diversified,  as  justly  to  claim  the  praise  of  an. original,  and 
affords  the  best  specimen  that  has  yet  appeared  ofjerspfial 
satire  ludicrously  ponni9n& 

That  the  design  was  .moral,  whatever  the  author  might 
tell. either  his  readers  or  himself,  I  am  not  convinced.  The 
first  motive  was  the  desire  of  revenging  the  contempt  with 
whieh  Theobald  had  treated  his  Shakespeare,  and  regaining 
the 'honour  which  he  had  lost,  by  crushing  his  opponent 
Theobald  was  not  of  bulk  enough  to  fill  a  poem,  and,  there- 
fore, it  was  necessary  to  find  other  enemies  with  other 
names,  at  whose  expense  he  might  divert  the  publick. 

In  this  design  there  was  petulance  and  malignity  enough ; 
but  I  -cannot  think  it  very  criminal.  An  author  places 
himself  uncalled  before  the  tribunal  of  criticism,  and  so- 
licits fame  at  the  hazard  of  disgrace.  Dulness  or  deformity 
are  not  culpable  in  themselves,  but  may  be  very  justly  re- 
proached when  they  pretend  to  the  honour  of  wit  or  the 
influence  of  beauty.  If  bad  writers  were  to  pass  without 
reprehension,  what  should  restrain  them?  '*  impune  diem 
consumpserit  ingens  Telephus ;"  and  upon  bad  writers  only 
will  censure  have  much  effect.  The  satire  which  brought 
Theobald  and  Moore  into  contempt,  dropped  impotent 
from  Bentley,  like  the  javelin  of  Priam. 

All  truth  is  valuable,  and  satirical  criticism  may  be  con- 
sidered as  useful  when  it  rectifies  errour  and  improves 
judgment;  he  that  refines  the  publick  taste  is  a  publick 
benefactor. 

The  beauties  of  this  poem  are  well  known ;  its  chief 
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fault  is  the  grossness  of  its  images.  Pope  and  Swift  had 
an  unnatoral  delight  in  ideas  physically  impure,  such  as 
every  other  tongue  utters  with  unwillingness,  and  of 
which  every  ear  shrinks  from  the  mention. 

But  even  this  fault,  offensive  as  it  is,  may  be  forgiven 
for  the  excellence  of  other  passages ;  such  as  the  forma 
tion  and  dissolution  of  Moore,  the  account  of  the  traveller, 
the  misfortune  of  the  florist,  and  the  crowded  thoughts 
and  stately  numbers  which  dignify  the  concluding  para- 
graph. 

The  alterations  which  have  been  made  in  the  Dunciad, 
not  always  for  the  better,  require  that  it  should  be  pub- 
lished, as  in  the  present  collection,  with  all  its  variations. 

The  Essay  on  Man  was  a  work  of  great  labour  and  long^ 
consideration,  but  certainly  not  the  happiest  of  Pope's 
performances.  The  subject  is,  perhaps,  not  very  proper 
for  poetry,  and  the  poet  was  not  sufficiently  master  of  his 
subject ;  metaphysical  morality  was  to  him  a  new  study ; 
he  was  proud  of  his  acquisitions,  and,  supposing  himself 
master  of  great  secrets,  was  in  haste  to  teach  what  he  had 
not  learned.  Thus  he  tells  us,  in  the  first  epistle,  that 
from  the  nature  of  the  supreme  being  may  be  deduced  an 
order  of  beings  such  as  mankind,  because  infinite  excel- 
lence can  do  only  what  is  best.  He  finds  out  timt  these 
beings  must  be  *'  somewhere  C  and  that  "  all  the  question 
is,  whether  man  be  in  a  wrong  place.*'  Surely  if,  accord- 
ing to  the  poet's  Leibnitzian  reasoning,  we  may  infer  that 
man  ought  to  be,  only  because  he  is,  we  may  allow  that 
his  place  is  the  right  place,  because  he  has  it.  Supreme 
wisdom  is  not  less  infallible  in  disposing  than  in  creating. 
But  what  is  meant  by  **  somewhere"  and  **  place,"  and 
**  wrong  place,"  it  bad  been  vain  to  ask  Pope,  who,  pro- 
bably, bad  never  asked  himself. 

Having  exalted  himself  into  the  chair  of  wisdom,  he 
tells  us  much  that  ^very  man  knows,  and  much  that  he 
does  not  know  himself;  that  we  see  but  little,  and  that  the 
order  of  the  universe  is  beyond  our  comprehensioii ;  an 
opinion  not  very  uncommon  :  and  that  there  is  a  chain  of 

z2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


340  POPE. 

subordinate  beiDgs  "  from  infinite  to  nothing/*  of  which 
himself  and  his  readers  are  equally  ignorant.  But  he  gives 
us  one  comfort,  which,  without  his  help,  he  supposes  unat- 
tainable, in  the  position  "  that  though  we  are  fools,  yet 
God  is  wise." 

This  essay  affords  an  egregious  instance  of  the  pre- 
doqiinance  of  genius,  the  dazzling  splendour  of  imagery, 
and  the  seductive  powers  of  eloquence.  Never  were 
penury  of  knowledge  and  vulg^ty  of  sentiment  so  hap- 
pily disguised.  The  reader  feels  his  mind  full,  though 
he  learns  nothing ;  and,  when  he  meets  it  in  its  new  array, 
no  longer  knows  the  talk  of  his  mother  and  his  nurse. 
When  these  wonder-working  sounds  sink  into  sense,  and 
the  doctrine  of  the  essay,  disrobed  of  its  ornaments,  is  left 
to  the  powers  of  its  naked  excellence,  what  shall  we  dis- 
cover ?  That  we  are,  in  comparison  with  our  creator,  very 
weak  and  ignorant;  that  we  do  not  uphold  the  chain  of 
existence ;  and  that  we  could  not  make  one  another  with 
more  skill  than  we  are  made.  We  may  learn  yet  more : 
that  the  arts  of  human  life  were  copied  from  the  in- 
stinctive operations  of  other  animals ;  that  if  the  world  be 
made  for  man,  it  may  be  said  that  man  was  made  for  geese. 
To  these  profound  principles  of  natural  knowledge  are 
added  some  moral  instructions  equally  new ;  that  self-in- 
terest, well  understood,  will  produce  social  concord ;  that 
men  are  mutual  gainers  by  mutual  benefits ;  that  evil  is 
sometimes  balanced  by  good ;  that  human  advantages  are 
unstable  and  fallacious,  of  uncertain  duration  and  doubtful 
effect ;  that  our  true  honour  is,  not .  to .  have  a  great  part, 
but  to  act  it  well ;  that  virtue  only  is  our  own ;  and  that 
happiness  is  always  in  our  power. 

Surely  a  man  of  no  very  comprehensive  search  may 
venture  to  say  that  he  has. heard  all  this  before;  but  it 
was  never  till  now  recommended  by  such  a  blaze  of  em- 
bellishment, or  such  sweetness  of  melody.  The  vigorous 
contraction  of  some  thoughts,  the  luxuriant  amplification 
of  others,  the  incidental  illustrations,  and  sometimes  the 
dignity,  sometimes  the  softness  of  the  verses,  enchain  phi- 
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losopfay,  suspend  criticism,  and  oppress  judgment  by  over- 
powering pleasure. 

This  is  true  of  many  parag^raphs ;  yet  if  I  had  under- 
taken to  exemplify  Pope's  felicity  of  composition  before  a 
rigid  critick,  I  should  not  select  the  Essay  on  Man ;  for  it 
contains  more  lines  unsuccessfully  laboured,  more  harsh- 
ness of  diction,  more  thoughts  imperfectly  expressed,  more 
levity  without  elegance,  and  more  heaviness  without 
strength,  than  will  easily  be  found  in  all  his  other  works. 

The  Characters  of  Men  aqd  Women  are  the  product  of 
diligeut  speculation  upon  human  life:  much  labour  has 
been  bestowed  upon  them,  and  Pope  very  seldom  laboured 
in  vain.  That  his  excellence  may  be  properly  estimated, 
I  recommend  a  comparison  of  his  Characters  of  Women 
with  Boileau's  Satire ;  it  will  then  be  seen  with  how  much 
more  perspicacity  female  nature  is  investigated,  and  fe- 
male excellence  selected ;  and  he  surely  is  no  mean  writer 
to  whom  Boileau  shall  be  found  inferiour.  The  Characters 
of  Men,  however,  are  written  with  more,  if  not  with 
deeper,  thought,  and  exhibit  many  passages  exquisitely 
beautiful.  The  Gem  and  the  Flower  will  not  easily  be 
equalled.  In  the  women's  part  are  some  defects:  the 
character  of  Atossa  is  not  so  neatly  finished  as  that  of 
Clodio ;  and  some  of  the  female  characters  may  be  found, 
perhaps,  more  frequently  among  men;  what  is  said  of 
Philomede  was  true  of  Prior. 

In  the  epistles  to  lord  Bathurst  and  lord  Burlington, 
Dr.  Warburton  has  endeavoured  to  find  a  train  of  thought 
which  was  never  in  the  writers  head,  and,  to  support  his 
hypothesis,  has  printed  that  first  which  was  published  last. 
In  one,  the  most  valuable  passage  is,  perhaps,  the  Elogy 
on  good  Sense ;  and  the  other,  the  End  of  the  Duke  of- 
Buckingham. 

The  epistle  to  Arbuthnot,  now  arbitrarily  called  the  Pro- 
logue to  the  Satires,  is  a  performance  consisting,  as  it  seems, 
of  many  fragments  wrought  into  one  design,  which,  by  this 
union  of  scattered  beauties,  contains  more  striking  para- 
gpraphs  than  could,  probably,  have  been  brought  together 
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into  an  oocanional  work.  As  there  U  no  stronger  motive 
to  exertion  than  self-defence,  no  part  has  more  elegance, 
spirit,  or  dignity,  than  the  poet's  vindication  of  .his  own 
oharacter.    The  meanest  passage  is  the  satire  upon  Spoms* 

Of  the  two  poems  which  derived  their  names  from  the 
year,  and  which  are  called  the  Epilogue  to  the  Satires,  it 
was  very  justly  remarked  by  Savage,  that  the  second  was, 
in  the  whole,  more  strongly  conceived,  and  more  equally 
supported,  but  that  it  had  no  single  passages  equal  to  the 
contention  in  the  first  for  the  dignity  of  vice,  and  the  cele- 
bration of  the  triumph  of  corruption. 

The  imitations  of  Horace  seem  to  have  been  written  as 
relaxations  of  his  genius.  This  employment  became  his 
favourite  by  its  facility ;  the  plan  was  ready  to  his  hand, 
and  nothing  was  required  but  to  accommodate,  as  he  could, 
the  sentiments  of  an  old  author,  to  recent  facts  or  familiar 
images ;  but  what  is  easy  is  seldom-excellent ;  such  imi- 
tations cannot  g^ve  pleasure  to  common  readers ;  the  man 
of  learning  may  be  sometimes  surprised  and  delighted  by 
an  unexpected  parallel ;  but  the  comparison  requires  know- 
ledge of  the  original,  which  will  likewise  often  detect 
strained  applioations.  Between  Roman  images  and  Eng^ 
Hsh  manners,  there  will  be  an  irreconcilable  dissimili-* 
tnde,  and  the  work  will  be  generally  uncouth  and  party- 
coloured  ;  neither  original  nor  translated,  neither  ancient 
nor  modem  °. 

Pope  had,  in  proportions  very  nicely  adjusted  to  each 

B  Id  one  of  these  poems  is  a  couplet,  to  which  belongs  a  story  that  I  once 
heard  the  reverend  Dr.  Ridley  relate  : 

*'  Slander  or  poison  dread  from  Delia*a.nige ; 
Hard  vords,  or  hanging,  if  your  judge  be  •  •  •  ••" 

Sir  Francis  Page,  a  judge  well  known  in  his  time,  conceiving  that  his  name 
was  meant  to  fill  up  the  blank,  sent  his  clerk  to  Mr.  Pope,  to  complain  of  the 
insulL  Pope  told  the  young  man  that  the  blank  might  be  supplied  by  many 
monosyllables,  other  than  the  judge's  name :— "  but,  sir,"  said  the  clerk,  "  the 
judge  says  that  no  other  word  will  make  sense  of  the  passage.' ' — *'  So  then  it 
seems,"  says  Pope  "  your  master  is  not  only  a  judge  but  a  poet ;  as  that  is  the 
case,  the  odds  are  against  mc.  Give  my  respects  to  the  judge,  and  tell  him,  I 
will  not  contend  with  one  that  has  the  advantage  of  me,  and  he  may  fill  up  the 
blank  as  he  pleases."    H. 
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other»  all  the  qualities  that  constitute  genios.  He  had  in- 
veDtjon,  by  which  new  trains  of  events  are  formed^  and 
new  scenes  of  imagery  displayed,  as  in  the  Rape  of  the 
Lock ;  and  by  which  extriasick  and  adventitioas  embellish- 
ments and  illustrations  are  connected  with  a  known  sub- 
ject, as  in  the  Essay  on  Criticism.  He  had  imagination, 
which  strongly  impresses  on  the  writer  s  mind,  and  enables 
him  to  convey  to  the  reader,  the  various  forms  of  nature, 
incidents  of  life,  and  energies  of  passion,  as  in  his  Eloisa, 
Windsor  Forest,  and  Ethick  Epistles.  He  had  judgment, 
which  selects  from  life  or  nature  what  the  present  purpose 
requii^s,  and  by  separating  the  essence  of  things  from  its 
concomitants,  often  makes  the  representation  more  power- 
ful than  the  reality :  and  he  had  colours  of  language  al- 
ways before  him,  ready  to  decorate  his  matter  with  every 
grace  of  elegant  expression,  as  when  he  accommodates  his 
diction  to  the  wonderful  multiplicity  of  Homer's  senti^ 
ments  and  descriptions. 

Poetical  expression  includes  sound  as  well  as  meaning; 
^'  Musick,*'  says  Pryden,  *•  is  inarticulate  poetry;"  among  ^ 
the  excellencies  of  Pope,  therefore,  must  be  mentioned  the 
melody  of  his  metre.  By  perusing  the  works  of  Dryden^ 
he  discovered  the  most  perfect  fabrick  of  Englbh  verse, 
and  habituated  himself  to  that  only  which  he  found  the 
best;  in  consequence  of  which  restraint,  his  poetry  has 
been  censured  as  too  uniformly  musical,  and  as  glutting 
the  ear  with  unvaried  sweetness.  I  siispect  this  objection 
to  be  the  cant  of  those  who  judge  by  principles  rather  than 
perception;  and  who  would  even  themselves  have  less 
pleasure  in  his  works,  if  he  had  tried  to  relieve  attention 
by  studied  discords,  or  affected  to  break  his  lines  and  vary 
his  pauses. 

But,  though  he  was  thus  careful  of  his  versification,  he 
did  not  oppress  his  powers  with  superfluous  rigour.  He 
seems  to  have  thought,  with  Boileau,  that  the  practice  of 
writing  might  be  refined  till  the  difficulty  should  over-^ 
balance  the  advantage;  The  construction  of  his  language 
is  not  always  strictly  grammatical;   with  those  rhymes. 
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whioh  prescription  had  conjoined,  he  contented  himself, 
i^ithout  regard  to  Swift*s  remonstrances,  though  there  was 
no  striking  consonance ;  nor  was  he  very  careful  to  vary 
his  terminations,  or  to  refase  admission,  at  a  small  distance, 
to  the  same  rhymes. 

To  Swift's  edict,  for  the  exclusion  of  alexandrines  and 
triplets,  he  paid  little  regard ;  he  admitted  them,  but,  in 
the  opinion  of  Fen  ton,  too  rarely ;  he  uses  them  more 
liberally  in  his  translation  than  his  poems. 

He  has  a  few  double  rhymes ;  and  always,  I  think,  un- 
successfully, except  once  in  the  Rape  of  the  Lock. 

Expletives  he  very  early  ejected  from  his  verses ;  but 
he  now  and  then  admits  an  epithet  rather  commodious  than 
important.  Each  of  the  six  first  lines  of  the  Iliad  might 
lose  two  syllables  with  very  little  diminution  of  the  mean- 
ing; and  sometimes,  after  all  hb  art  and  labour,  one 
verse  seems  to  be  made  for  the  sake  of  another.  In  his 
latter  productions  the  diction  is  sometimes  vitiated  by 
French  idioms,  with  which  Bolingbroke  had,  perhaps,  in- 
fected him. 

I  have  been  told,  that  the  couplet  by  which  he  declared 
bis  own  ear  to  be  most  gpratified,  was  this : 

Lo^  where  Masotis  sleeps,  and  hardly  flows 
The  freezing  Tanais  through  a  waste  of  snows. 

But  the  reason  of  this  preference  I  cannot  discover. 

It  is  remarked  by  Watts,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  happy 
combination  of  words,  or  a  phrase  poetically  elegant,  in 
the  English  language,  which  Pope  has  not  inserted  into 
his  version  of  Homer.  How  he  obtained  possession  of  so 
many  beauties  of  speech,  it  were  desirable  to  know.  That 
he  gleaned  from  authors,  obscure  as  well  as  eminent,  what 
he  thought  brilliant  or  useful,  and  preserved  it  all  in  a 
regular  collection,  is  not  unlikely.  When,  in  his  last  years. 
Hall's  Satires  were  shown  him,  he  wished  that  he  had  seen 
them  sooner. 

New  sentiments,  and  new  images^  others  may  produce ; 
but  to  attempt  any  farther  improvement  of  versification 
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will  be  dangerous.  Art  and  diligence  have  now  done  their  { 
best,  and  what  shall  be  added  will  be  the  effort  of  tedious  t 
toil  and  needless  curiosity. 

After  all  this,  it  is,  snrely,  superfluous  to  answer  the 
question  that  has  once  been  asked,  whether  Pope  was  a 
poet  ?  otherwise  than  by  asking  in  return,  if  Pope  be  not 
a  poet,  where  is  poetry  to  be  found?  To  circumscribe 
poetry  by  a  definition,  will  only  show  the  narrowness  of 
the  definer,  though  a  definition,  which  shall  exclude  Pope, 
will  not  easily  be  made.  Let  us  look  round  upon  the  pre- 
sent time,  and  back  upon  the  past ;  l^t  us  inquire  to  whom 
the  voice  of  mankind  has  decreed  the  wreath  of  poetry ; 
let  their  productions  be  examined,  and  their  claims  stated, 
and  the  pretensions  of  Pope  will  be  no  more  disputed. 
Had  he  given  the  world  only  his  version,  the  name  of 
poet  must  have  been  allowed  him :  if  the  writer  of  the 
Iliad  were  to  class  his  successors,  he  would  assign  a  very 
high  place  to  his  translator,  without  requiring  any  other 
evidence  of  genius.    . 

The  following  Letter,  of  which  the  original  is  in  the 
hands  of  lord  Hardwicke,  was  communicated  to  me  by 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Jodrell. 

"  To  Mr.  Bridges,  at  the  bishop  of  London's,  at 
Fulham. 

*'  Sir, — ^The  favour  of  your  letter,  with  your  remarks, 
can  never  be  enough  acknowledged ;  and  the  ispeed  with 
which  you  discharged  so  troublesome  a  task,  doubles  the 
obligation. 

V  I  must  own,  you  have  pleased  me  very  much  by  the 
cqmmendations  so  ill  bestowed  upon  me;  but,  I  assure 
you,  much  more  by  the  frankness  of  your  censure,  which  I 
ought  to  take  the  more  kindly  of  the  two,  as  it  is  more 
advantageous  to  a  scribbler  to  be  improved  in  his  judg- 
ment, than  to  be  soothed  in  his  vanity.  The  greater  part 
of  those  deviations  from  the  Greek,  which  you  have  ob- 
served, I  was  led  into  by  Chapman  and  Hobbes ;  who  are. 
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it  seems,  fis  much  celebrated  f(ur  their  knowledge  of  tbe 
original^  as  they  are  decried  for  the  badness  of  their  trans* 
lations.  Chapman  pretends  to  have  restored  the  genuine 
sense  of  the  author,  from  the  mistakes  of  all  former  ex- 
plainers, in  several  hundred  places ;  and  the  Cambridge 
editors  of  the  large  Homer,  in  Greek  and  Latin,  attri- 
buted so  much  to  Hdbbes,  that  they  confess  they  have  cor- 
rected the  old  Latin  interpretation,  very  often  by  his 
version.  For  my  part,  I  generally  took  the  author's  mean- 
ing to  be  as  you  have  explained  it;  yet  their  authority, 
joined  to  the  knowledge  of  my  own  imperfeotness  in  the 
language,  overruled  me.  However,  sir,  you  may  be  con- 
fident I  think  yon  in  the  right,  because  you  happen  to  be 
of  my  opinion :  for  men  (let  them  say  what  they  will)  never 
approve  any  other's  sense,  but  as  it  squares  with  their 
own.  But  you  have  made  me  much  more  proud  of,  and 
positive  in,  my  judgment,  since  it  is  strengthened  by  yours. 
I  think  your  criticisms,  which  regard  the  expression,  very 
just,  and  shall  make  my  profit  of  them :  to  give  you  some 
proof  that  I  am  in  earnest,  I  will  alter  three  verses  on 
your  bare  objection,  though  I  have  Mr.  Dryden's  example 
for  each  of  them.  And  this,  I  hope,  you  will  account  no 
small  piece  of  obedience,  from  one,  who  values  the  autho- 
rity of  one  true  poet  above  that  of  twenty  criticks  or  com- 
mentators. But,  though  I  speak  thus  of  commentators,  I 
will  continue  to  read  carefully  all  I  can  procure,  to  make 
up,  that  way,  for  my  own  want  of  critical  understanding  in 
the  original  beauties  of  Homer.  Though  the  greatest  of 
them  are  certainly  those  of  the  invention  and  design, 
which  are  not  at  all  confined  to  the  language :  for  the  dis^ 
tinguishing  excellencies  of  Homer  are  (by  the  consent  of 
the  best  criticks  of  all  nations)  first  in  the  manners,  (which 
include  all  the  speeches,  as  being  no  other  than  the  repre- 
sentations of  each  person's  manners  by  his  words ;)  and 
then  in  that  rapture  and  fire,  which  carries  you  away  with 
him,  with  that  wonderful  force,  that  no  man,  who  has  a 
true  poetical  spirit,  is  master  of  himself,  while  he  reads 
him.     Homer  makes  you  interested  and  concerned  before 
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yoQ  are  aware,  all  at  once ;  whereas,  Virgil  does  it  by  soft 
deg^rees.  ^TfaiSx  I  believe,  is  what  a  translator  of  Homer 
ought,  principally,  to  imitate ;  and  it  is  very  hard  for  any 
translator  to  come  up  to  it,  because  the  chief  reason,  why 
all  translations  fall  short  of  their  originals  is,  that  the  very 
constraint  they  are  obliged  to,  renders  them  heavy  and 
dispirited. 

"  The  great  beauty  of  Homer^s  language,  as  I  take  it,\ 
consists  in  that  noble  simplicity  which  runs  through  all  his 
works;  (and  yet  his  diction,  contrary  to  what  one  would 
imagine  consistent  with  simplicity,  is,  at  the  same  time, 
very  copious.)  I  don't  know  how  I  have  run  into  this  pedan- 
try in  a  letter,  but  I  find  I  have  said  too  much,  as  well  as 
spoken  too  inconsiderately ;  what  farther  thoughts  I  have 
upon  this  subject,  I  shall  be  glad  to  communicate  to  you, 
for  my  own  improvement,  when  we  meet;  which  is  a  hap- 
piness I  very  earnestly  desire,  as  I  do  likewise  some  oppor- 
tunity of  proving  how  much  I  think  myself  obliged  to  your 
friendship,  and  how  truly  I  am,  sir, 

"  Yoiur  most  faithful,  humble  servant, 

•*  A.  Pope." 

The  criticism  upon  Pope's  epitaphs,  ^  which  was  printed 
in  the  Universal  Visiter,  is  placed  here,  being  too  minute 
and  particular  to  be  inserted  in  the  life. 

Every  art  is  best  taught  by  example.  Nothing  contri- 
butes more  to  the  cultivation  of  propriejty,  than  remarks 
on  the  works  of  those  who  have  most  excelled.  I  shall, 
therefore,  endeavour,  at  this  visits  to  entertain  the  young 
students  in  poetry  with  an  examination  of  Pope's  epitaphs. 

To  define  an  epitaph  is  useless ;  every  one  knows  that  it 
is  an  inscription  on  a  tomb.  An  epitaph,  therefore,  implies 
no  particular  character  of  writing,  but  may  be  composed  in 
verse  or  prose.  It  is,  indeed,  commonly  panegyrical ;  be- 
cause we  are  seldom  distinguished  with  a  stone  but  by  our 
friends ;  but  it  has  no  rule  to  restrain  or  modify  it,  except 

^  See  note*  by  Gifford,  on  Johnson's  criticism  here  in  Massinger's  vorks. 
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this,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  longer  than  oommon  be- 
holders may  be  expected  to  have  leisure  and  patience  to 
pemse. 

I. 

On  Charles,  ear/ o/*  Dorset,  in  the  church  of 
Wythyham,  in  Sussex. 

Dorset,  the  grace  of  ooorts,  the  muse's  pride. 
Patron  of  arts,  and  judge  of  nature,  dy'd, — 
The  scourge  of  pride,  though  sanctify'd  or  great. 
Of  fops  in  learning,  and  of  knaves  in  state  ; 
Yet  soft  In  nature,  though  severe  his  by. 
His  anger  moral,  and  his  wisdom  gay. 
Blest  satirist !  w:ho  touched  the  mean  so  true. 
As  show'd,  vice  had  his  hate  and  pity  too. 
Blest  courtier !  who  could  king  and  country  please. 
Yet  sacred  kept  his  Mendship,  and  his  ease. 
Blest  peer !  his  great  forefather's  every  grace 
Reflecting,  and  reflected  on  his  race ;  .^ 

Where  other  Buckhursts,  other  Dorsets  shine, 
And  patriots  still,  or  poets,  deck  the  line. 

The  first  distich  of  this  epitaph  contains  a  kind  of  infor- 
mation which  few  would  want,  that  the  man  for  whom  the 
tomb  was  erected,  died.  There  are,  indeed,  some  qualities 
worthy  of  praise  ascribed  to  the  dead,  but  none  that  were 
likely  to  exempt  him  from  the  lot  of  man,  or  incline  us 
much  to  wonder  that  he  should  die.  What  is  meant  by 
"  judge  of  nature,*'  is  not  easy  to  say.  Nature  is  not  the 
object  of  human  judgment ;  for  it  is  vain  to  judge  where 
we  cannot  alter.  If  by  nature  is  meant  what  is  commonly 
called  nature  by  the  criticks,  a  just  representation  of  things 
really  existing,  and  actions  really  performed,  nature  cannot 
be  properly  opposed  to  art;  nature  being,  in  this  sense, 
only  the  best  effect  of  art. 
The  scourge  of  pride — 

Of  this  couplet,  the  second  line  is  not,  what  is  intended. 
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an  illustration  of  the  former.  Pride  in  the  great,  is,  indeed, 
well  enough  connected  with  knaves  in  state,  though  knaves 
is  a  word  rather  too  ludicrous  and  light ;  but  the  mention 
of  sanctified  pride  will  not  lead  the  thoughts  to  fops  in 
homing,  but  rather  to  some  species  of  tyranny  or  oppres- 
sion,  something  more  gifiomy  and  more  formidable  than 
foppery. 

Yet  soft  his  nature — 

This  is  a  high  compliment,  but  was  not  first  bestowed  on 
Dorset  by  Pope  p.     The  next  verse  is  extremely  beautiful. 

Blest  satirist ! 

In  this  distich  is  another  line  of  which  Pope  was  not  the 
author.  I  do  not  mean  to  blame  these  imitations  with 
much  harshness;  in  long  performances  they  are  scarcely 
to  be  avoided ;  and  in  shorter  they  may  be  indulged,  be- 
cause the  train  of  the  composition  may  naturally  involve 
them,  or  the  scantiness  of  the  subject  allow  little  choice. 
However,  what  is  borrowed  is  not  to  be  enjoyed  as  our  own ; 
and  it  is  the  business  of  critical  justice  to  give  every  bird 
of  the  muses  his  proper  feather. 
Blest  courtier ! 

Whether  a  courtier  can  properly  be  commended  for 
keeping  his  ease  sacred,  may,  perhaps,  be  disputable.  To 
please  king  and  country,  without  sacrificing  friendship  to 
any  change  of  times,  was  a  very  uncommon  instance  of 
prudence  or  felicity,  and  deserved  to  be  kept  separate  from 
so  poor  a  commendation  as  care  of  his  ease.  I  wish  our 
poets  would  attend  a  little  more  accurately  to  the  use  of 
the  word  sacred,  which  surely  should  never  be  applied  in 
a  serious  composition,  but  where  some  reference  may  be 
made  to  a  higher  being,  or  where  some  duty  is  exacted, 
or  implied.  A  man  may  keep  his  friendship  sacred,  be- 
cause promises  of  friendship  are  very  awful  ties;   but, 

P  Johnson, I  imagine,  alludes  to  a  well-known  line  by  Rochester: 
The  best  good  man  with  the  worat-naturM  muse. 
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raethinkR,  he  caimot,  bat  in  a  burieaqoe  sense,  be  said  to 
keep  his  ease  sacred. 

Blest  peer! 

The  blessing  ascribed  to  the  peer  has  no  connexion  with 
his  peerage ;  they  might  happen  to  any  other  man  whose 
ancestors  were  remembered,  or  whose  posterity  are  likely 
to  be  regarded. 

I  know  not  whether  this  epitaph  be  worthy  either  of  the 
writer  or  of  the  man  entombed. 

II 

On  sir  William  Trumbull,  one  of  the  principal  secretaries  of 
state  to  king  JVUliam  the  third,  who,  having  resigned  his 
place,  died  in  his  retirement  tU  Easthamstead,  in  Berkshire, 
I7I6. 

A  pleasing  form ;  a  firm,  yet  caatious  mind ; 

Sincere,  though  prudent ;  constant,  yet  reslgn'd ; 

Honour  unchang'd,  a  principle  profest, 

Fix'd  to  one  side,  but  mod'rate  to  the  rest : 

An  honest  courtier,  yet  a  patriot  too ; 

Just  to  his  prince,  and  to  his  country  true ; 

Fill'd  with  the  sense  of  age,  the  fire  of  youth, 

A  scorn  of  wrangliug,  yet  a  seal  for  truth  ; 

A  gen'rous  fdth,  from  superstition  free; 

A  love  to  peace,  and  hate  of  tyranny ; 

Such  this  man  was ;  who  now,  from  earth  remor'd. 

At  length  enjoys  that  liberty  he  lor'd. 

In  this  epitaph,  as  in  many  others,  there  appears,  at  the 
first  view,  a  fault  which,  I  think,  scarcely  any  beauty  can 
compensate.  The  name  is  omitted.  The  end  of  an  epi* 
taph  is  to  convey  some  account  of  the  dead ;  and  to  what 
purpose  is  any  thing  told  of  him  whose  name  is  concealed? 
An  epitaph,  and  a  history  of  a  nameless  hero,  are  equally 
absurd,  since  the  virtues  and  qualities  so  recounted  in 
either  are  scattered  at  the  mercy  of  fortune  to  be  appro^ 
priated  by  g^ess.  The  name,  it  is  true,  may  be  read  open 
the  stone ;  but  what  obligation  has  it  to  the  poet,  whose 
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verses  wander  over  the  earth,  and  leave  their  subject  be- 
hind  them,  and  who  is  forced,  like  an  unskilful  painter,  to 
make  his  purpose  known  by  adventitious  help  ? 

This  epitaph  is  wholly  without  elevation,  and  contains 
nothing  striking  or  particular ;  but  the  poet  is  not  to  be 
blamed  for  the  defects  of  his  subject.  He  said,  perhaps, 
the  best  that  could  be  said.  There  are,  however,  some 
defects  which  were  not  made  necessary  by  the  character 
in  which  he  was  employed.  There  is  no  opposition  be- 
tween an  honest  courtier  and  a  patriot;  for,  an  honest 
courtier  cannot  but  be  a  patriot. 

It  was  unsuitable  to  the  nicety  required  in  short  compo- 
sitions, to  close  his  verse  with  the  word  too :  every  rhyme 
should  be  a  word  of  emphasis  \  nor  can  this  rule  be  safely 
neglected,  except  where  the  length  of  the  poem  makes 
slight  inaccuracies  excusable,  or  allows  room  for  beauties 
sufiScient  to  overpower  the  effects  of  petty  faults. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  seventh  line  'the  word  filled  is 
weak  and  prosaick,  having  no  particular  adaptation  to  any 
of  the  words  that  follow  it. 

The  thought  in  the  last  line  is  impertinent,  having  no 
connexion  with  the  foregoing  character,  nor  with  the  con- 
dition of  the  man  described.  Had  the  epitaph  been  writ- 
ten on  the  poor  conspirator*^  who  died  lately  in  prison,  after 
a  confinement  of  more  than  forty  years,  without  any  crime 
proved  against  him,  the  sentiment  had  been  just  and  pa- 
thetical ;  but  why  should  Trumbull  be  congratulated  upon 
his  liberty,  who  had  tever  known  restraint? 

III. 

On  the  honourable  Simon  Harcourt,  onfy  son  of  the  lord  chan- 
celhr  Harcourt,  at  the  church  of  Stanton^Harcourt,  in 
Oxfordshire,  1720. 

To  this  sad  shrine,  whoe'er  thou  art,  draw  near. 
Here  lies  the  friend  most  lov'd,  the  son  most  dear  : 

4  Major  Bernardi,  who  died  in  Newgate,  Sept.  20, 1736.  See  Gent  Mag. 
vol.1,  p.  126.    N. 
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Who  ne'er  knew  joy,  but  friendship  might  divide, 
Or  gave  his  father  grief  but  when  he  died. 

How  vain  is  reason^  eloquence  how  weak ! 
If  Pope  must  tell  what  Haroourt  cannot  speak. 
Oh !  let  thy  once-lov'd  ^end  inscribe  thy  stone. 
And  with  a  Other's  sorrows  mix  his  own  ! 

This  epitaph  is  principally  remarkable  for  the  artful  in- 
troduction of  the  name,  which  is  inserted  with  a  peculiar 
felicity,  to  which  chance  must  concur  with  genius,  which 
no  man  can  hope  to  attain  twice,  and  which  cannot  be 
copied  but  with  servile  imitation. 

I  cannot  but  wish  that,  of  this  inscription,  the  two  last 
lines  had  been  omitted,  as  they  take  away  from  the  energy 
what  they  do  not  add  to  the  sense. 

IV. 
ON  JAMES  CRAOGS,  ESQ. 

In  Westminster  Abbey. 

JACOBVS  ORAGOS, 

RBOI  BIAONAE  BRITANNIAB  A  8B0RBTIS 

BT  CON8XLII8  flTANCTIORIBVS 

PRINCIPI8  PARITBR  AO  POPVLI  AMOR  BT  DBLICIAB 

VIXIT  TITVLI8  BT  INVIDIA  MAJOR, 

ANN06  HBV  PAV0O8,  XXXV. 

OB.  FBB.  XVI.  MDCCXX. 

Statesman,  yet  friend  to  truth !  of  soul  sincere, 
In  action  faithful,  and  in  honour  dear ! 
Who  broke  no  promise,  serv'd  no  private  end. 
Who  gain'd  no  title,  and  who  lost  no  friend ; 
Ennobled  by  himself,  by  all  approv'd, 
Prais'd,  wept,  and  honour'd,  by  the  muse  he  lov'd. 

The  lines  on  Craggs  were  not  originally  intended  for  an 
epitaph ;  and,  therefore,  some  faults  are  to  be  imputed  to 
the  violence  with  which  they  are  torn  from  the  poem  that 
first  contained  them.  We  may,  however,  observe  some 
defects.  There  is  a  redundancy  of  words  in  the  first 
couplet :  it  is  superfluous  to  tell  of  him,  who  was  siticsre, 
true,  and  faithful,  that  he  was  in  honour  clear. 
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There  seems  t<ybe  an  ^positioii  intended  in  the  fourth 
line,  which  is  not  very  obvious :  where  is  the  relation  be- 
tween the  two  positions,  that  he  gained  no  title  and  hsi  no 
friend? 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark  the  absurdity  of  join- 
ing, in  the  same  inscription,  Latin  "and  English,  or  verse 
and  prose.  If  either  language  be  preferable  to  the  other, 
let  that  only  be  used ;  for  no  reason  can  be  given  why 
part  of  the  information  should  be  given  in  one  tongue,  and 
part  in  another,  on  a  tomb,  more  than  in  any  other  place, 
or  any  other  occasion ;  and  to  tell  all  that  can  be  conveni- 
ently told  in  verse,  and  then  to  call  in  the  help  of  prose, 
has  always  the  appearance  of  a  very  artless  expedient,  or 
of  an  attempt  unaccomplished.  Such  an  epitaph  resem- 
bles the  conversation  of  a  foreigner,  who  tells  part  of  his 
meaning  by  words,  and  conveys  part  by  signs. 

V. 

INTENDED  FOR  MR.  ROWE. 

In  Westminster  Abbey  ^. 

Thy  reliques.  Rows,  to  this  fair  urn  we  trust. 
And,  sacred,  place  by  Dryden's  awful  dust ; 
Beneath  a  rude  and  nameless  stone  he  lies. 
To  which  thy  tomb  shall  guide  inquiring  eyes. 
Peace  to  thy  gentle  shade,  and  endless  rest ! 
Blest  in  thy  genius,  in  thy  love,  too,  blest ! 
One  grateful  woman  to  thy  fame  supplies 
What  a  whole  thankless  land  to  his  denies. 

Of  this  inscription  the  chief  fault  is,  that  it  belongs  less 
to  Rowe,  for  whom  it  is  written,  than  to  Dry  den,  who  was 
buried  near  him ;  and,  indeed,  gives  very  little  information 
concerning  either. 

To  wish  **  Peace  to  thy  shade,"  is  too  mythological  to  be 
admitted  into  a  christian  temple  :  the  ancient  worship  has 

''  This  was  altered  much  for  the  better,  as  it  now  stands  on  the  monument  in 
the  abbey,  erected  to  Rowe  and  his  daughter.    Warb. 
See  Bowles's  edition  of  Pope's  works,  ii.  416. 
VOL,  vin.  A  a 
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infected  almost  M  our  other  ciomporitioiis,  and  might, 
therefore,  be  contented  to  spare  onr  epitaphs.  Let  fiction, 
at  least,  cease  with  life,  and  let  ns  be  serioas  OTer  the 
gfrave. 

VI. 

ON  MRS.  CORBET, 

Who  died  of  a  cancer  in  her  breast  •. 

Here  rests  a  woman,  good  without  pretence. 
Blest  with  plain  reason,  and  with  sober  sense : 
No  conquest  she,  but  o'er  herself,  desir'd ; 
No  arts  essay'd,  but  not  to  be  admir'd. 
Passion  and  pride  were  to  her  soul  unknown, 
Convine'd  that  virtue  only  is  our  own. 
So  unaffected,  so  compos'd  a  mind. 
So  firm,  yet  soft,  so  strong,  yet  so  refin'd, 
Heav'n,  as  its  purest  gold,  by  tortures  try'd  ; 
The  saint  sustain'd  it,  but  the  woman  dy'd. 

I  have  always  considered  this  as  the  most  valuable  of 
all  Pope's  epitaphs ;  the  subject  of  it  is  a  character  not 
discriminated  by  any  shining  or  eminent  peculiarities ;  yet 
that  which  really  makes  though  not  the  splendour,  the  feli- 
city of  life,  and  that  which  every  wise  man  will  choose  for 
his  final  and  lasting  companion  in  the  languor  of  age,  in 
the  quiet  of  privacy,  when  he  departs  weary  and  disgusted 
from  the  ostentatious,  the  volatile,  and  the  vain.  Of  such 
a  character,  which  the  dull  overlook,  and  the  gay  despise, 
it  was  fit  that  the  value  should  be  made  known,  and  the 
dignity  established.  Domestick  virtue,  as  it  is  exerted 
without  great  occasions,  t>r  conspicuous  consequences,  in 
an  even  unnoted  tenour,  required  the  genius  of  Pope  to 
display  it  in  such  a  manner  as  might  attract  regard,  and 
enforce  reverence.  Who  can  forbear  to  lament  that  this 
amiable  woman  has  no  name  in  the  verses  1 

If  the  particular  lines  of  this  inscription  be  examined,  it 
will  appear  less  fismlty  than  the  rest.    There  is  scarcely 

*  In  the  north  aisle  of  the  parish  church  of  St.  Maigaret,  Westminster.    H. 
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one  line  taken  from  commonplacegy  unless  it  be  that  in 
whick  only  virtue  is  said  to  be  our  ovm.  I  once  heard  a 
lady  of  great  beauty  and  excellence  object  to  the  fourth 
line,  that  it  contained  an  unnatural  and  incredible  panegy- 
rick.     Of  this  let  the  ladies  judge. 

VII. 

On  the  inonwnefU  of  the  honourable  Robbrt  Dioby^  and  of  his 
sister  Mavlt,  erected  by  their  father  the  lord  Diqby,  in  the 
church  of  Sherborne,  in  Dorsetshire,  1727- 

60  !  hiT  example  of  untainted  youths 
Of  modest  wisdom^  and  pacific  truth : 
Compofi'd  in  suflTrings^  and  in  joy  sedate^ 
Gk>od  without  noise^  without  pretension  great. 
Just  of  thy  word^  in  ev'ry  thought  sincere^ 
Who  knew  no  wish  but  what  the  world  might  hear  : 
Of  softest  manners^  unaffected  mind. 
Lover  of  peace>  and  friend  of  human  kind : 
Qoy  live  I  for  heav'n's  eternal  year  is  thine ; 
Cro,  and  exalt  thy  mortal  to  divine. 

And  thou>  blest  maid !  attendant  on  his  doom. 
Pensive  hast  follow'd  to  the  silent  tomb, 
Steer'd  the  same  course  to  the  same  quiet  shore. 
Not  parted  long,  and  now  to  part  no  more ! 
Qo,  then,  where  only  bliss  sincere  is  known ! 
Go,  where  to  love  and  to  enjoy  are  one  ! 
Yet  take  these  tears,  mortality's  relief. 
And,  till  we  share  your  joys,  forgive  our  grief : 
These  little  rites,  a  stone,  a  verse  receive, 
'Tis  all  a  father,  all  a  friend  can  give  ! 

This  epitaph  contains  of  the  brother  only  a  general  in- 
discriminate character,  and  of  the  sister  tells  nothing  but 
that  she  died.  The  difficulty  in  writing  epitaphs  is  to  give 
a  particular  and  appropriate  praise.  This,  however,  is  not 
always  to  be  performed,  whatever  be  the  diligence  or  abi- 
lity of  the  writer ;  for,  the  greater  part  of  mankind  have  no 
character  at  all,  have  little  that  distingaishes  them  from 
others,  equally  good  or  bad,  and,  therefore,  nothing  can  be 
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said  of  them  which  may  Qot  be  applied  with  eqaal  propriety 
to  a  thousand  more.  It  is,  indeed,  no  great  panegyrick, 
that  there  is  inclosed  in  this  tomb  one  who  was  bom  in  one 
year,  and  died  in  another;  yet  many  useful  and  amiable 
lives  have  been  spent,  which  yet  leave  little  materials  for 
any  other  memorial.  These  are,  however,  not  the  proper 
subjects  of  poetry;  and  whenever  friendship,  or  any  other 
motive,  obliges  a  poet  to  write  on  such  subjects,  he  must 
be  forgiven  if  he  sometimes  wanders  in  generalities,  and 
utters  the  same  praises  over  different  tombs. 

The  scantiness  of  human  praises  can  scarcely  be  made 
more  apparent,  than  by  remarking  bow  often  Pope  has,  in 
the  few  epitaphs  which  he  composed,  found  it  necessary  to 
borrow  from  himself.  The  fourteen  epitaphs,  which  he 
has  written,  comprise  about  a  hundred  and  forty  lines,  in 
which  there  are  more  repetitions  than  will  easily  be  found 
in  all  the  rest  of  his  works.  In  the  eight  lines  which  make 
the  character  of  Digby,  there  is  scarce  any  thought,  or 
word,  which  may  not  be  found  in  the  other  epitaphs. 

The  ninth  line,  which  is  far  the  strongest  and  most  ele- 
gant, is  borrowed  from  Dryden.  The  conclusion  is  the 
same  with  that  on  Harcourt,  but  is  here  more  elegant  and 
better  connected. 

VIII. 
ON  SIR  GODFREY  KNELLER. 
In  Westminster  Abbetf,  1723. 

Kneller,  by  beav'n,  and  not  a  master^  taught. 
Whose  art  was  nature,  and  whose  pictures  thought ; 
Now  for  two  ages,  having  snatch'd  from  fete 
Whatever  was  beauteous,  or  whate'er  was  great. 
Lies  crown'd  with  princes'  honours,  poets'  lays. 
Due  to  his  merit,  and  brave  thirst  of  praise. 

Living,  great  nature  fear'd  he  might  outvie 
Her  works ;  and  dying,  fears  herself  may  die. 

Of  this  epitaph  the  first  couplet  is  good,  the  second  not 
bad,  the  third  is  deformed  with  a  broken  metaphor,  the 
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word  cr(nbned  not  being  applicable  to  the  honours  or  the 
lays;  and  the  fourth  is  not  only  borrowed  from  the  epitaph 
on  Raphael,  but  of  very  harsh  construction. 

IX. 
,  ON  GENERAL  HENRY  WITHERS. 

In  Westminster  Abbey,  1723. 

Here,  Withers,  rest !  thou  bravest,  gentlest  mind. 
Thy  country's  friend,  but  more  of  human  kind. 
O  !  bom  to  arms !  O !  worth  in  youth  approv'd  ! 
O !  soft  humanity  in  age  belov'd ! 
For  thee  the  hardy  vet'ran  drops  a  tear. 
And  the  gay  courtier  feels  the  sigh  sincere. 

Withers,  adieu !  yet  not  with  thee  remove 
Thy  martial  spirit,  or  thy  social  love ! 
Amidst  corruption,  luxury  and  rage. 
Still  leave  some  ancient  virtues  to  our  age : 
Nor  let  us  say  (those  English  glories  gone) 
The  last  true  Briton  lies  beneath  this  stone. 

The  epitaph  on  Withers  affords  another  instance  of  com- 
monplaces, though  somewhat  diversified,  by  niingled  qua- 
lities, and  the  peculiarity  of  a  profession. 

The  second  couplet  is  abrupt,  general,  and  unpleasing; 
exclamation  seldom  succeeds  in  our  language;  and,  I 
think,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  particle  O  !  used  at  the 
beginning  of  a  sentence,  always  offends. 

The  third  couplet  is  more  happy ;  the  value  expressed 
for  him,  by  different  sorts  of  men,  raises  him  to  esteem; 
there  is  yet  something  of  the  common  cant  of  superficial 
satirists,  who  suppose  that  the  insincerity  of  a  courtier  de- 
stroys all  his  sensations,  and  that  he  is  equally  a  dissembler 
to  the  living  and  the  dead  ^ 

»  ITie  thought  was,  probably,  borrowed  from  Carew's  Obsequies  to  the  lady 
Anne  Hay ; 

I  heard  the  virgins  sigh ,  I  saw  the  sleek 
And  polish'd  courtier  channel  his  fresh  cheek 
With  real  tear*.  J.  B. 
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At  the  third  couplet  I  should  wish  the  epitaph  to  close, 
but  that  I  should  be  unwilling  to  lose  the  two  next  lines, 
which  yet  are  dearly  bought  if  they  cannot  be  retained 
without  the  four  that  follow  them. 

X. 

ON  MR.  ELIJAH  PENTON. 

At  Easthamstead,  in  Berkshire,  1730. 

This  modest  stone,  what  few  vain  marbles  can. 
May  truly  say,  here  lies  an  honest  man : 
A  poet,  blest  beyond  the  poet's  fttte. 
Whom  heav'n  kept  sacred  from  the  proud  and  great  : 
Foe  to  loud  praise,  and  friend  to  learned  ease. 
Content  with  science  in  the  vale  of  peace. 
Calmly  he  lodc'd  on  either  life,  and  here 
Saw  nothing  to  r^ret,  or  there  to  fear ; 
From  nature's  temp'rate  feast  rose  satisfy'd, 
Thank'd  heav'n  that  he  liv'd,  and  that  he  dy'd. 

The  first  couplet  of  this  epitaph  is  borrowed  from  Cra- 
shaw.  The  four  next  lines  contain  a  species  of  praise, 
peculiar,  original,  and  just.  Here,  therefore,  the  inscrip- 
tion should  have  ended,  the  latter  part  containing  nothing 
but  what  is  common  to  every  maA  who  is  wise  and  good^ 
The  character  of  Fenton  was  so  amiable,  that  I  cannot 
forbear  to  wish  for  some  poet  or  biog^pher  to  display  it 
more  fully  for  the  advantage  of  posterity.  If  he  did  not 
stand  in  the  first  rank  of  genius,  he  may  claim  a  place  in 
the  second;  and,  whatever  criticism  may  object  to  his 
writings,  censure  could  find  very  little  to  blame  iii  his  life. 

XI. 
ON  MR.  GAY. 

In  Westminster  Abbey,  1732. 

Of  manners  gentle,  of  affections  mild ; 
In  wit,  a  man ;  simplicity,  a  child  ; 
With  native  humour  temp'ring  virtuous  rage,    - 
Form'd  to  delight  at  once  and  lash  the  age ; 
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Above  temptation,  in  a  low  estate ; 
And  unoorrupted  e'en  among  the  great : 
A  safe  companion  and  an  easy  friend, 
Unblam'd  through  life,  lamented  in  thy  end ; 
These  are  thy  honours !  not  that  here  thy  bust 
Is  mix'd  with  heroes,  or  with  kings  thy  dust ; 
But  that  the  worthy  and  the  good  shall  say. 
Striking  their  pensive  bosoms — Here  lies  Ghiy ! 

As  Gay  was  the  favourite  of  our  author,  this  epitaph 
was  probably  written  with  an  uncommon  degree  of  atten- 
tion; yet  it  is  not  more  successfully  executed  than  the 
rest,  for  it  will  not  always  happen  that  the  success  of  a 
poet  is  proportionate  to  his  laboor«  The  9^pxp  obgerya|ioQ 
may  be  extended  to  all  works  of  imagination,  which  are 
often  influenced  by  causes  wholly  out  of  the  perform^s 
gower^  by  hints  of  which  he  perceives  not  the  origin,  by 
sudden  elevations  of  mind  which  he  cannot  produce  m, 
bjm«Al^  apd  which  sometimes  rise  when  he  expects  them 
^ast* 

The  two  parts  of  the  first  line  are  only  echoes  of  each 
other ;  gentle  manners  and  mild  affections,  if  they  mean 
any  thing,  must  mean  the  same. 

That  Gay  was  a  man  in  wit  is  a  very  frigid  commen- 
dation ;  to  have  the  wit  of  a  man,  is  not  much  for  a  poet. 
The  trt^  of  a  man  °,  and  the  simplicity  of  a  child,  make 
a  poor  and  vulgar  contrast,  and  raise  no  ideas  of  excel- 
lence, either  intellectual  or  moral. 

In  the  next  couplet  rage  is  less  properly  introduced 
after  the  mention  of  mildness  and  gentleness  which  are 
made  the  constituents  of  his  character ;  for  a  man  so  mild 
and  gentle  to  temper  his  rage,  was  not  difficult. 

The  next  line  is  inharmonious  in  its  sound,  and  mean  in 
its  conception;  the  opposition  is  obvious,  and  the  word 
lash  used  absolutely,  and  without  any  modification,  is  gross 
and  improper. 

To  be  abiwe  temptation  in  poverty,  and  freefroms^- 

"  Her  wit  was  more  than  man,  her  innoanee  a  child. 

Dbyden,  on  Mrs.  Killigrew. 
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ruption  among  the  great,  is,  indeed,  such  a  peculiarity  as 
deserved  notice.  But  to  be  a  safe  companion  is  praise 
merely  negative,  arising  not  from  the  possession  of  virtue, 
but  the  absence  of  vice,  and  one  of  the  most  odious. 

As  little  can  be  added  to  his  character,  by  asserting  that 
he  was  lamented  in  his  end.  Every  man  that  dies  is,  at 
least,  by  the  writer  of  his  epitaph,  supposed  to  be  la- 
mented ;  and,  therefore,  this  general  lamentation  does  no 
honour  to  Gray. 

The  first  eight  lines  have  no  grammar ;  the  adjectives 
are  without  any  substantive,  and  the  epithets  without  a 
subject.  • 

The  thought  in  the  last  line,  that  Gay  is  buried  in  the 
bosoms  of  the  worthy  and  the  good,  who  are  distmguished 
only  to  leugthen  the  line,  is  so  dark  that  few  understand 
it ;  aud  so  harsh,  when  it  is  explained,  that  still  fewer  ap- 
prove \ 

XII. 
INTENDED.  FOR  SIR  ISAAC  NEWTON. 

In  Westminster  Abbey, 

ISAACUS  NEWTONIUS: 

Quem  immortalem 

Testantur,  tempus,  natura,  caelum  : 

Mortalem 

Hoc  mannor  fatetur. 

Nature,  and  nature's  laws,  lay  hid  in  night  : 

God  said.  Let  Newton  be  I   And  all  vtba  light. 

Of  this  epitaph,  short  as  it  is,  the  faults  seem  not  to  be 
very  few.  Why  part  should  be  Latin,  and  part  English, 
it  is  not  easy  to  discover.  In  the  Latin  the  opposition  of 
imjnortalis  and  mortalis,  is  a  mere  sound,  or  a  mere  quib- 
ble ;  he  is  not  immortal  in  any  sense  contrary  to  that  in 
which  he  is  mortal. 

^  11ie  same  thought  is  found  in  George  Whetstone's  epitaph  on  the  good  lord 
Dyer,  1682: 

Et  setaper  bonus  ille  bonis  fuit,  ergo  bonorum 
-  Sunt  illi  demura  peclora  sarcophagus.  J.  B. 
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In  the  verses  the  thought  is  obvious,  find  the  words 
night  and  light  are  too  neariy  allied. 

XIII. 

On  Edmund  duke  of  Buckingham^  who  died  in  the  nine* 
teenth  year  of  his  age,  1735. 

If  modest  youth,  with  cool  reflection  crown'd. 
And  ev'ry  op'ning  virtue  blooming  round. 
Could  save  a  parent's  justest  pride  from  fate. 
Or  add  one  patriot  to  a  sinking  state  ; 
This  weeping  marble  had  not  ask'd  thy  tear. 
Or  sadly  told  how  many  hopes  lie  here  ! 
The  living  virtue  now  had  shone  approv'd. 
The  senate  heard  him,  and  his  country  lov'd. 
Yet  softer  honours,  and  less  noisy  fame. 
Attend  the  shade  of  gentle  Buckingham : 
In  whom  a  race,  for  courage  £un'd  and  art. 
Ends  in  the  milder  merit  of  the  heart : 
And,  chiefs  or  sagto  long  to  Britain  giv'n. 
Pays  the  last  tribute  of  a  saint  to  heav'n. 

This  epitaph  Mr.  WarburtoD  prefers  to  the  rest ;  but  I 
know  Dot  for  what  reason.  To  crown  with  reflection  is 
surely  a  mode  of  speech  approaching  to  nonsense.  Open- 
ing  virtues  blooming  rounds  is  something  like  tautology; 
the  six  following  lines  are  poor  and  prosaick.  Art  is,  in 
another  couplet,  used  for  arts,  that  a  rhyme  may  be  had  to 
heart.    The  six  last  lines  are  the  best,  but  not  excellent. 

The  rest  of  his  sepulchral  performances  hardly  deserve 
the  notice  of  criticism.  The  contemptible  Dialogue  be- 
tween He  and  She  should  have  been  suppressed  for  the 
author's  sake. 

In  his  last  epitaph  on  himself,  in  which  he  attempts  to 
be  jocular  upon  one  of  the  few  things  that  make  wise  men 
serious,  he  confounds  the  living  man  with  the  dead  : 

Under  this  stone,  or  under  this  sill. 
Or  under  this  turf,  &c. 
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When  a  man  is  onoe  buried,  the  qaestion,  under  what 
he  is  buriedy  is  easily  decided.  He  forgot  that  though  he 
wrote  the  epitaph  in  a  state  of  uncertainty,  yet  it  could 
not  be  Ifud  over  him  till  his  grave  was  made.  Such  is  the 
folly  of  wit  when  it  is  ill  employed. 

The  world  has  but  little  new ;  even  this  wretchedness 
seems  to  have  been  borrowed  from  the  following  tuneless 
lines : 


Ludovid  Areosti  humantur  < 

Sub  hoc  marmore>  vel  sub  hac  humo,  seu 

Sab  quioquid  voluit  benignus  hieres, 

Sive  haerede  benignior  comes,  seu 

Opportunius  inddens  viator ; 

Nam  sdre  haud  potuit  futuia,  sed  nee 

Tanti  erat  vacuum  sibi  cadaver 

Ut  urnam  cuperet  parare  vivens ; 

Vivens  ista  tamen  sibi  paravit. 

Quae  inscribi  voluit  sue  sepulchre 

Olim  siquod  haberet  is  sepulchrum. 

Surely  Ariosto  did  not  venture  to  expect  that  his  trifle 
would  have  ever  had  such  an  illustrious  imitator. 
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Christopher  Pitt,  of  whom  whatever  I  shall  relate, 
more  than  has  been  already  published,  I  owe  to  the  kind 
communication  of  Dr.  Warton,  was  born,  in  1699^  at  Bland- 
ford,  the  son  of  a  physician  much  esteemed. 

He  was,  in  1714,  received  as  a  scholar  into  Winchester 
college,  where  he  was  distinguished  by  exercises  of  un- 
common elegance,  and,  at  his  removal  to  New  college,  in 
1719,  presented  to  the  electors,  as  the  product;  of  his  pri- 
vate and  voluntary  studies,  a  complete  version  of  Lucau's 
poem,  which  he  did  not  tfien  know  to  have  been  translated 
by  Rowe. 

This  is  an  instance  of  early  diligence  which  well  deserves 
to  be  recorded.  The  suppression  of  such  a  work,  recom- 
mended by  such  uncommon  circumstances,  is  to  be  re- 
gretted. It  is,  indeed,  culpable  to  load  libraries  with 
superfluous  books ;  but  incitements  to  early  excellence  are 
never  superfluous,  and,  from  this  example,  the  danger  ia 
not  great  of  many  imitations. 

When  he  had  resided  at  his  college  three  years,  he  was 
presented  to  the  rectory  of  Pimpem,  in  Dorsetshire,  1732, 
by  his  relation,  Mr.  Pitt,  of  Stratfield  Say,  in  Hampshire ; 
and,  resigning  his  fellowship,  continued  at  Oxford  two 
years  longer,  till  he  became  master  of  arts,  1724. 

He  probably  about  this  time  translated  Vida's  Art  of 
Poetry,  which  Tristram's  splendid  edition  had  then  made 
popular.  In  this  translation  he  distinguished  himself,  both 
by  its  general  elegance,  and  by  the  skilful  adaptation  of  his 
numbers  to  the  images  expressed;  a  beauty  which  Vida 
has,  with  great  ardour,  enforced  and  exemplified. 

He  then  retired  to  his  living,  a  place  very  pleasing  by 
its  situation,  and,  therefore,  likely  to  excite  the  imagination 
of  a  poet ;  where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  life,  reverenced 
for  his  virtue,  and  b^oved  for  the  softness  of  his  temper 
and  the  easiness  of  his  manners.     Before  strangers  he  had 
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something  of  the  scholar's  timidity  or  distrust ;  but  when 
he  became  familiar  he  was,  in  a  very  high  degree,  cheer- 
ful aod  entertaining.  His  general  benevolence  procured 
general  respect ;  and  he  passed  a  life  placid  and  honour- 
able, neither  too  great  for  the  kindness  of  the  low/  nor  too 
low  for  the  notice  of  the  great. 

At  what  time  he  composed  his  Miscellany,  published  in 
1727,  it  is  not  easy  or  necessary  to  know :  those  which 
have  dates  appear  to  have  been  very  early  productions, 
and  I  have  not  observed  that  any  rise  above  mediocrity. 

The  success  of  his  Vida  animated  him  to  a  higher  under- 
taking ;  and  in  his  thirtieth  year  he  published  a  version  of 
the  first  book  of  the  i£neid.  This  being,  I  suppose,  com- 
mended by  his  friends,  he,  some  time  afterwards,  added 
three  or  four  more ;  with  an  advertisement,  in  which  he 
represents  himself  as  translating  with  great  indifference, 
and  with  a  progress  of  which  himself  was  hardly  conscious. 
This  can  hardly  be  true,  and,  if  true,  is  nothing  to  the 
reader. 

At  last,  without  any  farther  contention  with  his  modesty, 
or  any  awe  of  the  name  of  Dryden,  he  gave  us  a  complete 
English  iEneid,  which  I  am  sorry  not  to  see  joined  in  this 
publication  with  his  other  poems^.  It  would  have  been 
pleasing  to  have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the  two  best 
translations  that,  perhaps,  were  ever  produced  by  one  na- 
tion of  the  same  author. 

Pitt,  engaging  as  a  rival  with  Dryden,  naturally  ob- 
served his  failures,  and  avoided  them ;  and,  as  he  wrote 
after  Pope's  Iliad,  he  had  an  example  of  an  exact,  equable, 
and  splendid  versification.  With  these  advantages,  se* 
conded  by  great  diligence,  he  might  successfully  labour 
particular  passages,  and  escape  many  errours.  If  the  two 
versions  are  compared,  perhaps  the  result  would  be,  that 
Dryden  leads  the  reader  forward  by  his  general  vigour  and 
sprightliness,  and  Pitt  often  stops  him  to  contemplate  the 
excellence  of  a  single  couplet ;  that  Dryden's  faults  are  for- 

y  It  has  sioce  been  added  to  the  collection.    R. 
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gotten  in  the  hurry  of  delight,  and  that  Pitt's  beauties  are 
neglected  in  the  languor  of  a  cold  and  listless  perusal ;  that 
Pitt  pleases  the  criticks,  and  Dryden  the  people ;  that  Pitt 
is  quoted,  and  Dryden  read. 

He  did  not  long  enjoy  the  reputation  which  this  great 
work  deservedly  conferred ;  for  he  left  the  world  in  1748, 
and  lies  buried  under  a  stone  at  Blaudford,  on  which  is 
this  inscription : 

In  memory  of 
Chr.  Pitt,  clerk,  M.A. 

Very  eminent 

for  his  talents  in  poetry  ; 

and  yet  more 

for  the  universal  candour  of 

his  mind,  and  the  primitive 

simplicity  of  his  manners. 

He  lived  innocent ; 

and  died  beloved, 

Apr.  13,  1748, 

aged  48. 
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James  I^homson^  the  son  of  a  minister  well  esteemed 
for  his  piety  and  dQigence,  was  born  September  7,  ItOO, 
at  Ednam,  in  the  shire  of  Roxburgh,  of  which  his  father 
was  pastor.  His  mother,  whose  name  was  Hume ',  inhe- 
rited, as  coheiress,  a  portion  of  a  small  estate.  The  re- 
venue of  a  parish  in  Scotland  is  seldom  large ;  and  it  was, 
probably,  in  commiseration  of  the  diflSculty  with  which 
Mr.  Thomson  supported  his  family,  having  nine  children, 
that  Mr.  Riccarton,  a  neighbouring  minister,  discovering 
in  James  uncommon  promises  of  future  excellence,  under- 
took to  superintend  his  education,  and  provide  him  books. 

He  was  taught  the  common  rudiments  of  learning  at 
the  school  of  Jedburg,  a  place  which  he  delights  to  recol- 
lect in  his  poem  of  Autumn ;  but  was  not  considered  by 
his  master  as  superiour  to  common  boys,  though,  in  those 
early  days,  he  amused  his  patron  tmd  his  friends  with 
poetical  compositions;  with  which,  however,  he  so  little 
pleased  himself,  that,  on  every  new-year's  day,  he  threw 
into  the  fire  all  the  productions  of  the  foregoing  year. 

From  the  school  he  was  removed  to  Edinburgh,  where 
he  had  not  resided  two  years  when  his  father  died,  and 
left  all  his  children  to  the  care  of  their  mother,  who  raised, 
upon  her  little  estate,  what  money  a  mortgage  could  afford, 
and,  removing  with  her  family  to  Edinburgh,  lived  to  see 
her  son  rising  into  eminence. 

The  design  of  Thomson's  friends  was  to  breed  him  a 
minister.  He  lived  at  Edinburgh,  as  at  school,  without 
distinction  or  expectation,  till,  at  the  usual  time,  he  per- 
formed a  probationary  exercise  by  explaining  a  psalm.  His 
diction  was  so  poetically  splendid,  that  Mr.  Hamilton,  the 

*  According  to  the  Biographical  Dictionary  the  name  of  Thomson's  mother 
was  Beatrix  Trotter.    Hume  was  the  name  of  his  grandmother.    Ed. 
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professor  of  divinity,  reproved  him  for  speaking  language 
nnintelKg^ble  to  a  popular  audience ;  and  he  censored  one 
of  his  expressions  as  indecent,  if  not  profane*. 

This  rebuke  is  reported  to  have  repressed  his  thoughts 
of  an  ecclesiastical  character,  and  he  probably  cultivated, 
with  new  diligence,  his  blossoms  of  poetry,  which,  how- 
ever, were  in  some  danger  of  a  blast ;  for,  submitting  his 
productions  to  some  who  thought  themselves  qualified  to 
criticise,  he  heard  of  nothing  but  faults ;  but,  finding  other 
judges  more  favourable,  he  did  not  suffer  himself  to  sink 
into  despondence. 

He  easily  discovered,  that  the  only  stage  on  which  a 
poet  could  appear,  with  any  hope  of  advantage,  was  Lon- 
don ;  a  place  too  wide  for  the  operation  of  petty  competi- 
tion and  private  malignity,  where  merit  might  soon  be- 
come conspicuous,  and  would  find  friends  as  soon  as  it 
became  reputable  to  befnend  it.  A  lady,  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  his  mother,  advised  him  to  the  journey,  and 
promised  some  countenance,  or  assistance,  which,  at  last, 
he  never  received ;  however,  he  justified  his  adventure  by 
her  encouragement,  and  came  to  seek,  in  London,  patron- 
age and  fame. 

At  his  arrival  he  found  his  way  to  Mr.  Mallet,  then 
tutor  to  the  sons  of  the  duke  of  Montrose.  He  had  re- 
commendations to  several  persons  of  consequence,  which 
he  had  tied  up  carefully  in  his  handkerchief;  but  as  he 
passed  along  the  street,  with  the  gaping  curiosity  of  a  new- 
comer, his  attention  was  upon  every  thing  rather  than  his 
pocket,  and  his  magazine  of  credentials  was  stolen  from 
him. 

His  first  want  was  a  pair  of  shoes.  For  the  supply  of 
all  his  necessities,  his  whole  fund  was  his  Winter,  which 
for  a  time  could  find  no  purchaser;  till,  at  last,  Mr.  Millan 
was  persuaded  to  buy  it  at  a  low  price ;  and  this  low  price 


*  See  the  life  of  Beattie,  by  sir  William  Forbeti  for  some  additional  anec- 
dotes.   Ed. 
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he  had»  for  some  time,  reason  to  regret^ ;  but,  by  accident^ 
Mr.  Whatley,  a  ipan  not  wholly  unknown  among  authors, 
happening  to  turn  his  eye  upon  it,  was  so  delighted  that 
he  ran  from  place  to  place  celebrating  its  excellence. 
Thomson  obtained,  likewise,  the  notice  of  Aaron  Hill, 
whom,  being  friendless  and  indigent,  and  glad  of  kind- 
ness, he  courted  with  every  expression  of  servile  adulation. 

Winter  was  dedicated  to  sir  Spencer  Compton,  but 
attracted  no  regard  from  him  to  the  author;  till  Aaron 
Hill  awakened  his  attention  by  some  verses  addressed  to 
Thomson,  and  published  in  one  of  the  newspapers,  which 
censured  the  great  for  their  neglect  of  ingenious  men. 
Thomson  then  received  a  present  of  twenty  guineas,  of 
which  he  gives  this  account  to  Mr.  Hill : 

**  I  hinted  to  you  in  my  last,  that  on  Saturday  morning. 
I  was  with  sir  Spencer  Compton.  A  certain  gentleman, . 
without  my  desire,  spoke  to  him  concerning  me ;  his  an- 
swer was,  that  I  had  never  come  near  him.  Then  the  gen- 
tleman put  the  qtiestion,  if  he  desired  that  I  should  wait 
on  him:  he  returned,  he  did.  On  this,  the  gentleman 
gave  me  an  introductory  letter  to  him.  He  received  me 
in  what  they  commonly  call  a  civil  manner;  asked  me 
some  commonplace  questions ;  and  made  me  a  present  of 
twenty  guineas.  I  am  very  ready  to  own  that  the  present 
was  larger  than  my  performance  deserved;  and  shall 
ascribe  it  to  his  generosity,  or  any  other  cause,  rather 
than  the  merit  of  the  address.*' 

The  pOem,  which,  being  of  a  new  kinds  f^w  would  ven- 

*»  Warton  was  told  by  Millan  that  the  book  lay  a  bng  time  unsold  on  bis 
stall.    £o. 

<=  **  It  was  at  this  time  that  the  school  of  Pope  was  giving  way :  addresses  to 
the  head  rather  than  to  the  heart,  or  the  fancy ;  moral  axioms  and  witty  obser- 
vations, expressed  in  harmonious  numbers,  and  with  epigrammatick  terseness ; 
the  Ibrut  labor,  all  the  artifices  of  a  highly  polished  style,  and  the  graces  of 
finished  composition,  which  had  long  usurped  the  place  of  the  more  sterling 
beauties  of  the  imagination  and  sentiment,  began  first  to  be  lessened  in  the  pub- 
lic estimation  by  the  appearance  of  Thomson's  Seasons,  a  work  which  consti- 
tuted a  new  era  in  our  poetry."  Censura  Literaria,  iv.  280. 
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tare  at  first  to  like,  by  degrees  gained  upon  the  publick ; 
and  one  edition  was  very  speedily  succeeded  by  another. 

Thomson's  credit  was  now  high,  and  every  day  brought 
him  new  friends ;  among  others  Dr.  Rundle,  a  man  after- 
wards unfortunately  famous,  sought  his  acquaintance,  and 
found  his  qualities  such,  that  he  recommended  him  to  the 
lord  chancellor  Talbot. 

Winter  was  accompanied,  in  many  editions,  not  only 
with  a  preface  and  a  dedication,  but  with  poetical  praises 
by  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Mallet,  (then  Malloch,)  and  Mira,  the  fic- 
titious name  of  a  lady  once  too  well  known.  Why  the 
dedications  are,  to  Winter  and  the  other  seasons,  contra- 
rily  to  custom,  left  out  in  the  collected  works,  the  reader 
may  inquire. 

The  next  year,  1727,  he  distinguished  himself  by  three 
publications;  of  Summer,  in  pursuance. of  his  plan;  of  a 
Poem  on  the  Death  of  sir  Isaac  Newton,  which  he  was 
enabled  to  perform  as  an  exact  philosopher  by  the  instruc- 
tion of  Mr.  Gray ;  and  of  Britannia,  a  kind  of  poetical  in- 
vective against  the  ministry,  whom  the  nation  then  thought 
not  forward  enough  in  resenting  the  depredations  of  the 
Spaniards.  By  this  piece  he  declared  himself  an  adherent 
to  the  opposition,  and  had,  therefore,  no  favour  to  expect 
from  the  court. 

Thomson,  having  been  some  time  entertained  in  the 
family  of  the  lord  Binning,  was  desirous  of  testifying  his 
gratitude  by  making  him  the  patron  of  his  Summer ;  but 
the  same  kindness  which  had  first  disposed  lord  Binning 
to  encourage  him,  determined  him  to  refuse  the  dedication, 
which  was,  by  his  advice,  addressed  to  Mr.  Dodington,  a 
man  who  had  more  power  to  advance  the  reputation  and 
fortune  of  a  poet. 

Spring  was  published  ne^t  year,  with  a  dedication  to  the 
countess  of  Hertford ;  whose  practice  it  was  to  invite  every 
summer  some  poet  into  the  country,  to  hear  her  verses, 
and  assist  her  studies.  This  honour  was  one  summer  con- 
ferred .on  Thomson,  who  took  more  delight  in  carousing 
with  lord  Hertford  and  his  friends  than  assisting  her  lady- 
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sliip's  peeiioal  operatioiM,  wdA,  thtrofiore^  aeter  receWod 
another  aummona. 

Automo,  the  sea8<m  to  which  the  Spring  and  Simiaer 
are  preparatory,  still  remained  unsung,  and  was  delayed  till 
he  published,  1730,  his  wcMrks  collected. 

He  produced  in  1727  the  tragedy  of  Sophonisba^  which 
raised  sucji  expectation,  that  every  rehearsal  was  digniied 
with  a  splendid  audience,  collected  to  anticipate  the  delight 
that  was  preparing  for  the  publick.  It  was  observed, 
however,  that  nobody  was  much  affected,  and  that  the  com- 
pany rose  as  from  a  moral  lecture. 

It  had  upon  the  stage  no  unnsiial  degree  of  success. 
Slight  accidents  will  operate  upon  the  taste  oi  pleasure. 
There  is  a  feeble  line  in  the  play : 
O,  Sophanisbftj  Sophcnidm,  O ! 
Thk  gave  occasion  to  a  waggish  parody : 

O,  Jemmy  Thomson,  Jemmy  Thomson,  O ! 
which  for  awhile  was  echoed  through  the  town. 

I  have  been  told  by  Savage^  tluit  of  the  prokgue  to 
Sophonisba,  the  first  partoivas  written  by  Pope,  who  could 
not  be  persuaded  to  &iish  it ;  and  diat  the  concluding  lia^s 
were  added  by  Mallet. 

Thomson  was  not  long  afterwards,  by  the  influence  of 
Dc  Bundle,  sent  to  travel  with  Mr.  Charles  Talbot,  the 
eldest  son  of  the  chancellor.  He  was  yet  young  enough 
to  receive  new  impressions,  to  have  his  opuuon«  rectified, 
aad  his  views  miburged ;  nor  can  he  be  supposed  to  haive 
wanted  that  curiosity  which  is  inseparable  from  an  active 
and  comprehensive  mind.  He  may,  therefove,  now  be  sap" 
posed  to  have  revelled  in  all  the  joys  of  iiitelleotual  luxury; 
he  was  every  day  feasted  with  instructive  novelties;  he 
lived  splendidly  without  expense ;  and  might  expect,  when 
he  returned  home,  a  certain  estabfishment. 

At  this  time  a  long  course  of  opposition  to  sir  Robert 
Walpole  had  filled  the  nation  with  clamours  for  liberty,  of 
wldoh  no  man  felt  the  want,  and  with  care  for  Kberty,  wUek 
was  not  in  danger.    Thomson  in  his  travels  on  the  conti- 
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nenty  found  or  fanoied  so  many  evib  ariBing  from  the  ty- 
ranny of  other  gov^mmentsf,  that  he  resolved  to  write  a 
very  long  poem,  in  five  parts^  npon  liberty. 

While  he  was  busy  on  the  fir^t  book,  Mr.  Talbot  died ; 
and  Thomson,  who  had  been  rewarded  for  his  attendancer 
by  the  place  of  secretary  of  the  briefs,  pays  in  the  initial 
lines  a  decent  tribute  to  his  memory. 

Upon  this  great  poem  two  years  were  spent,  and  the 
author  congratulated  himself  upon  it  as  his  noblest  work; 
but  an  author  and  his  reader  are  not  always  of  a  mind. 
Liberty  called  in  vain  upon  her  votaries  to  read  her 
praises  and  reward  her  encomiast :  her  praises  were  con- 
demned to  harbour  spiders,  and  to  gather  dust ;  none  of 
Thomson's  performances  were  so  little  regarded. 

The  judgment  of  the  publick  was  not  erroneous ;  the 
recurrence  of  the  same  images  must  tire  in  time ;  an  enu- 
meration of  examples  to  prove  a  position  which  nobody 
denied,  as  it  was  from  the  beginning  superfluous,  must 
quickly  grow  disgusting. 

The  poem  of  Liberty  does  not  now  appear  in  its  original 
state ;  but,  when  the  author's  works  were  collected  after 
his  death,  was  shortened  by  sir  George  Lyttelton,  with  a 
liberty,  which,  as  it  has  a  manifest  tendency  to  lessen  the 
confidence  of  society,  and  to  confound  the  characters  of 
authors,  by  making  one  man  write  by  the  judgment  of  an- 
other, cannot  be  justified  by  any  supposed  propriety  of  the 
alteration,  or  kindness  of  the  friend.  I  wish  to  see  it  ex- 
hibited as  its  author  left  it. 

Thomson  now  lived  in  ease  and  plenty,  and  seems,  for 
awhile,  to  have  suspended  his  poetry ;  but  he  was  soon  called 
back  to  labour  by  the  death  of  the  chancellor,  for  his  place 
then  became  vacant**;  and  though  the  lord  Hardwicke 

**  An  interesting  anecdote  respecting  Thomson's  deportment  before  a  commis- 
sion, instituted  in  1732,  for  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  public  offices  under 
the  lord  chancellor,  b  omitted  by  Johnson  and  all  the  poet's  biographers.  We 
extract  it  from  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Critical  Review,  p.  141.  "  Mr. 
Thomson's  place  of  secretary  of  the' briefs  fell  under  the  cognizance  of  this  com- 
mission; and  he  was  summoned  to  attend  it,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and 
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delayed,  for  some  time,  to  give  it  away,  Thomson's  bashful- 
ness,  or  pride,  or  some  other  motiye,  perhaps  not  more 
laudable,  withheld  him  from  soliciting ;  and  the  new  chan- 
cellor would  not  give  him  what  he  would  not  ask. 

He  now  relapsed  to  his  former  indigence;  but  the 
prince  of  Wales  was  at  that  time  stnig^liog  for  popularity, 
and,  by  the  influence  of  Mr.  Lyttelton,  professed  himself 
the  patron  of  wit :  to  him  Thomson  was  introduced,  and 
being  gaily  interrogated  about  the  state  of  his  affairs, 
said,  **  that  they  were  in  a  more  poetical  posture  than 
formerly  ;*'  and  had  a  pension  allowed  him  of  one  hundred 
pounds  a  year. 

Being  now  obliged  to  write,  he  produced,  1738*,  the 
tragedy  of  Agamemnon,  which  was  much  shortened  in  the 
representation.  It  had  the  fate  which  most  commonly  at- 
tends mythological  stories,  and  was  only  endured,  but  not 
favoured.  It  struggled  with  such  difficulty  through  the 
^t  night,  that  Thomson,  coming  late  to  his  friends  with 
whom  he  was  to  sup,  excused  his  delay  by  telling  them 
how  the  sweat  of  his  distress  had  so  disordered  his  wig, 
that  he  could  not  come  till  he  had  been  refitted  by  a 
barber. 

He  so  interested  himself  in  his  own  drama,  that,  if  I  re- 
member right,  as  he  sat  in  the  upper  gallery,  he  accompa- 
nied the  players  by  audible  recitation,  till  a  friendly  hint* 
frighted  him  to  silence.  Pope  countenanced  Agamem- 
non, by  coming  to  it  the  first  night,  and  was  welcomed 
to  the  theatre  by  a  general  clap;  he  had  much  regard 
for  Thomson,  and  once  expressed  it  in  a  poetical  epistle 
sent  to  Italy,  of  which,  however,  he  abated  the  value, 

made  a  speech,  explaining  the  nature,  duty,  and  income  of  his  place,  in  terms 
that,  though  very  concise,  were  so  perspicuous  and  elegant,  that  lord  chancellor 
Talbot,  who  was  present,  publicly  said  he  preferred  that  single  speech  to  the 
best  of  his  poetical  compositions/'  The  above  praise  is  precisely  such  as  we 
might  anticipate  that  an  old  lawyer  would  give,  but  it,  at  all  events,  exempts 
the  poet's  character  from  the  imputation  of  listless  indolence,  advanced  by  Mur- 
doch,.and  leaves  lord  Hardwicke  little  excuse  for  hu  conduct.    Ed. 

•  It  is  not  generally  known  that  in  this  year  an  edition  of  Milton's  Areopagi- 
tiea  was  published  by  Millar,  to  which  Thomson  wrote  a  preface. 
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by  traDsplaDtiDg  some  of  the  lines  into  his  epistle  to  Ar- 
buthnot. 

About  this  time  the  act  was  passed  for  licensing^  plays, 
of  which  the  first  operation  was  the  prohibition  of  Gastavas 
Vasa^  a  tragedy  of  Mr.  Brooke,  whom  the  publick  re- 
compensed by  a  very  liberal  subscription ;  the  next  was 
the  refusal  of  Edward  and  Eleonora,  offered  by  Thomson. 
It  is  hard  to  discover  why  either  play  should  have  been 
obstructed.  Thomson,  likewise,  endeavoured  to  repair  his 
loss  by  a  subscription,  of  which  I  cannot  now  tell  the 
success. 

When  the  publick  murmured  at  the  unkind  treatment 
of  Thomson,  one  of  the  ministerial  writers  remarked,  that 
**  he  had  taken  a  liberty  which  was  not  agreeable  to  Bri- 
tannia in  any  season*'^ 

He  was  soon  after  employed,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Mallet,  to  write  the  mask  of  Alfred,  which  was  acted  be- 
fore the  prince  at  Giiefden-house. 

His  next  work,  1745,  was  Tancred  and  Sigismunda,  the 
most  successful  of  all  his  tragedies ;  for  it  still  keeps  its 
turn  upon  the  stage.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  he  was, 
either  by  the  bent  of  nature  or  habits  of  study,  much  qua- 
lified for  tragedy.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  had  much 
sense  of  the  pathetick ;  and  his  diffusive  and  descriptive 
style  produced  declamation  rather  than  dialog^. 

His  friend  Mr.  Lyttelton  was  now  in  power,  and  con- 
ferred upon  him  the  office  of  surveyor-general  of  the  Lee- 
ward Islands ;  from  which,  when  his  deputy  was  paid,  he 
received  about  three  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

The  last  piece  that  he  lived  to  publish  was  the  Castle  of 
Indolence,  which  was  many  years  under  his  hand,  but  was, 
at  last,  finished  with  great  accuracy.  The  first  canto  opens 
a  scene  of  lazy  luxury  that  fills  the  imagination. 

He  was  now  at  ease,  but  was  not  long  ta enjoy  it;  for, 
by  taking  cold  on  the  water  between  London  and  Kew,  he 

''  See  vol.  V.  p.  329  of  this  edition,  and  Mr.Koscoe's  Life  of  Pope,  for  some 
anecdotes  respecting  Gay's  Beggars'  Opera  and  PoUy,  illustrative  of  the  efficacy 
of  a  iord-chamberlain's  interference  with  the  stage.    £o. 
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caogfat  a  disorder,  which,  with  some  careless  exasperation, 
ended  in  a  fever  that  put  an  end  to  his  life;  August  27, 
1748.  He  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Richmotid,  without 
an  inscription ;  but  a  monument  has  been  erected  to  his 
memory  in  Westminster  Abbey. 

Thomson  was  of  stature  above  the  middle  siae,  and 
<<  more  fat  than  bard  beseems/'  of  a  dull  countenance,  and 
a  gross,  unanimated,  uninviting  appearance ;  silent  in  min- 
gled company,  but  cheerful  among  select  iriends,  and  by 
his  friends  very  tenderly  and  warmly  beloved  ^« 

He  left  behind  him  the  tragedy  of  Coriolanus,  which 
was,  bj  the  zeal  .of  his  patron,  sir  George  Ijyttekon, 
brought  upon  the  stage  for  the  benefit  of  his  family,  and 
recommended  by  a  prologue,  which  Quia,  who  had  long 
lived  with  Thomson  in  fond  intimacy,  i^oke  in  such  a 
manner  as  showed  him  ''  to  be,"  on  that  occasion,  ^*  no 
actor/'  The  commencement  of  this  benevolence  is  very 
honourable  to  Quin;  who  is  reported  to  have  delivered 
Thomson,  then  known  to  him  only  for  his  genius,  from  an 
arrest  by  a  very  considerable  present;  and  its  continuance 
is  honourable  to  both ;  for  friendship  is  not  always  the  se« 
quel  of  obligation.  By  this  tragedy  a  considerable  sum 
was  raised,  of  which  part  discharged  his  debts,  and  the  rest 
was  remitted  to  his  sisters^  whom,  however  removed  from 
them  by  place  or  condition,  he  r^^arded  with  great  ten- 
derness, as  will  appear  by  the  following  letter,  which  I 
communicate  with  much  pleasure,  as  it  gives  me,  at  once, 
an  opportunity  of  recording  the  fraternal  kindness  of 
Thomson,  and  reflecting  on  the  friendly  assistance  of  Mr^ 
!Boswell,  from  whom  I  received  it. 


"4^1 


lagley  in  Worcestenhire,  OcU  4tb,  1747. 

"  My  dbar  Sistbr,— I  thought  you  had  known  me 
better  than  to  interpret  my  silence  into  a  decay  of  affection, 
especially  as  your  behaviour  has  always  been  such  as  ra- 
ther to  increase  than  diminish  it.  Don't  imagine,  because  I 

K  SftYerel  necdotet  of  Thomioii's  perfonal  appearance  and  habits  ate  aoat*' 
tered  over  the  volumes  ef  BoaweU.    Ed. 
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am  a  bad  correspoodeat,  that  I  eaa  ever  prove  an  miknkl 
fiiend  and  tedUier.  I  must  do  myself  tlie  justice  to  tell 
yon,  ikat  my  affectionB  are  nattirally  very  fixed  afeid  cos- 
statit ;  aMl  if  I  had  eter  reason  of  complaiDt  agaiost  you, 
(of  wMch,  by  tbe  by,  I  have  not  the  least  shadow^  I  un 
conscious  of  so  many  defects  in  myself^  as  dls|Ni6e  me  to 
be  not  a  little  charitable  and  forgiving. 

It  g^ves  me  the  truest  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  hear  yon 
have  a  good,  kind  husband,  and'are  in  easy,  isontented  eir- 
cumstances;  bnt  were  they  othenrise,  that  would  only 
awaken  and  heighten  my  tenderness  towards  you.  As  onr 
good  and  tender-hearted  parents  did  not  live  to  reoetre 
any  material  testimonies  of  that  highest  human  gratitude  X 
owed  them,  (than  which  nothing  cotild  have  givmi  me  ecpnd 
pteasure,)  the  only  inetum  I  csn  make  them  now  is  by  kind- 
ness to  those  they  left  behind  them.  Would  to  G^od  poor 
tiisy  had  lived  longer,  to  have  been  a  further  witness  of 
th^  truth  of  what  t  say,  spnd  that  I  might  have  hod  th^ 
pleasure  of  seeing  once  more  a  sister  who  so  truly  deserved 
my  esteem  and  love !  But  she  ts  happy,  while  we  must  tofl 
a  little  longer  here  below :  let  us^  however,  do  it  cheerfnlly 
and  gratefully,  supported  by  the  pleasing  hope  of  meet- 
ing yet  again  on  a  safer  shore,  where  to  recollect  the 
-  storms  and  difficulties  of  life  will  not,  perhaps,  be  incon- 
sistent with  that  blissful  state.  You  did  right  to  call  your 
daughter  by  her  name ;  for  you  must  needs  have  had  a 
particular  tender  friendship  for  one  another,  endeared  as 
yon  were  by  nature,  by  having  passed  the  affectionate  years 
of  your  youth  together ;  and  by  that  great  softener  and 
engager  of  hearts,  mutual  hardship.  That  it  was  in  my 
power  to  ease  it  a  little,  I  account  one  of  the  most  exqui- 
site pleasures  of  my  life.  But  enough  of  this  melaacholyi 
though  not  unpleasing  strain. 

''  I  esteem  you  for  your  sensible  and  disinterested  ad- 
vice to  Mr.  Bell,  as  you  wiU  see  by  my  letter  to  him:  as  I 
approve  entirely  of  his  mairying  again,  you  may  readily  adL 
me  wl^  I  don't  marry  at  all.  My  circumstances  have,  hi* 
th6rto>  been  so  variable  and  uncertain  in  this  ftsctuatiag 
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world,  as  induce  to  keep  me  (torn  engaging  in  such  a  state  : 
and  now,  though  they  are  more  settled,  and  of  late  (which 
yon  will  be  glad  to  hear)  considerably  im[Nro5red,  I  begin 
to  think  myself  too  far  advanced  in  life  for  such  youtHful 
undertakings,  not  to  mention  some  other  petty  reasons 
that  are  apt  to  startle  the  delicacy  of  difficult  old  bachelors. 
I  am,  however,  not  a  little  suspicious  that,  was  I  to  pay  a 
visit  to  Scotland,  (which  I  have  some  thoughts  of  doing 
soon,)  I  might,  possibly,  be  tempted  to  think  of  a  thing  not 
easily  repaired  if  done  amiss.  I  have  always  been  of  opi- 
nion that  none  make  better  wives  than  the  ladies  of  Scot- 
land ;  and  yet,  who  more  forsaken  than  they,  while  the 
gentlemen  are  continually  running  abroad  all  the  world 
over  ?  Some  of  them,  it  is  true,  are  wise  enough  to  return 
for  a  wife.  You  see  I  am  beginning  to  make  interest  al- 
ready with  the  Scots  ladies.  But  no  more  of  this  infectious 
subject  Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  now  and  then ;  and 
though  I  am  not  a  regular  correspondent,  yet,  perhaps,  I 
may  mend  in  that  respect.  Remember  me  kindly  to  your 
husband,  and  believe  me  to  be 

''  Your  most  affectionate  brother, 

•*  James  Thomson." 

(Addressed)    "  To  Mrs.  Thomson,  in  Lanark." 

The  benevolence  of  Thomson  was  fervid,  but  not  active  : 
he  would  give,  on  all  occasions,  what  assistance  his  purse 
would  supply;  but  the  offices  of  intervention  or  solicitation 
he  could  not  conquer  his  sluggishness  sufficiently  to  per- 
form. The  affairs  of  others,  however,  were  not  more  neg- 
lected than  his  own.  He  had  often  felt  the  inconveniencies 
of  idleness,  but  he  never  cured  it ;  and  was  so  conscious  of 
his  own  character,  that  he  talked  of  writing  an  eastern  tale 
of  the  Man  who  loved  to  be  in  Distress. 

Among  his  peculiarities  was  b,  very  unskilful  and  inarti- 
culate manner  of  pronouncing  any  lofty  or  solemn  compo- 
sition. He  was  once  reading  to  Dodington,  who,  being 
himself  a  reader  eminently  elegant,  was  so  much  provoked 
by  his  odd  utterance,  that  he  snatched  the  pap^r  from  his 
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hand,  and  told  him  that  he  did  not  understand  his  own 
verses. 

The  biographer  of  Thomson  has  remarked^  that  an  aa- 
thor^s  life  is  best  read  in  his  works :  his  obserration  was 
not  well-timed.  Savage,  who  lived  much  with  Thomson, 
once  told  me,  he  heard  a  lady  remarking  that  she  could 
gather  from  his  works  three  parts  of  his  character,  that  he 
was  **  a  great  lover,  a  great  swimmer,  and  rigorously  absti- 
nent ;*'  but,  said  Savage,  he  knows  not  any  love  but  that  of 
the  sex ;  he  was,  perhaps,  never  in  cold  water  in  his  life ; 
and  he  indulges  himself  in  all  the  luxury  that  comes  within 
his  reach.  Yet  Savage  always  spoke  with  the  most  eager 
praise  of  his  social  qualities,  his  warmth  and  constancy  of 
friendship,  and  his  adherence  to  his  first  acquaintance  when 
the  advancement  of  his  reputation  had  left  them  behind 
him. 

As  a  writer  he  is  entitled  to  one  praise .  of  the  highest 
kind :  his  mode  of  thinking,  and  of  expressing  his  thoughts, 
is  original.  His  blank  verse  is  no  more  the  blank  verse  of 
Milton,  or  of  any  other  poet,  than  the  rhymes  of  Prior  are 
the  rhymes  of  Cowley.  His  numbers,  his  pauses,  his  dic- 
tion, are  of  his  own  growth,  without  transcription,  without 
imitation.  He  thinks  in  a  peculiar  train,  and  he  thinks 
always  as  a  man  of  genius ;  he  looks  round  on  nature  and 
on  life  with  the  eye  which  nature  bestows  only  on  a  poet ; 
the  eye  that  distinguishes,  in  every  thing  presented  to  its 
view,  whatever  there  is  on  which  imagination  can  delight 
to  be  detained,  and  with  a  mind  that  at  once  comprehends 
the  vast,  and  attends  to  the  minute.  The  reader  of  the 
Seasons  wonders  that  he  never  saw  before  what  Thomson 
shows  him,  and  that  he  never  yet  has  felt  what  Thomson 
impresses. 

His  is  one  of  the  works  in  which  blank  verse  seems 
properly  used:  Thomson's  wide  expansion  of  general 
views,  and  his  enumeration  of  circumstantial  varieties, 
would  have  been  obstructed  and  embarrassed  by  the  fre- 
quent intersection  of  the  sense,  which  are  the  necessary 
effects  of  rhyme. 
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Hif  detoriptiotia  of  extended  seeneg  and  general  effeeti 
bring  before  us  the  whole  magnificence  of  nature^  whether 
pteanng  or  dreadful.  The  gaiety  of  q>ring,  the  iplettdour 
of  8uaMier^*tfae  tranquillity  6f  autumn,  and  the  h^rroikr  of 
winter^  take,  in  their  turns,  possession  of  the  mind.  The 
poet  leads  us  through  the  appearances  of  things  as  they  are 
succeisively  varied  by  the  Ticissitudes  of  the  year,  and  im^* 
parts  to  us  so  much  of  his  own  enthusiasm,  that  our 
thoughts  expand  with  his  imagery,  and  kindle  with  his  sen- 
^timents*  Nor  is  the  naturalbt  without  his  part  in  the  en- 
tertainment ;  for  he  is  assbted  to  recollect  and  to  combine^ 
to  arrange  his  discoveries,  and  to  amplify  the  sphete  of  hii 
Contemplation. 

The  great  defect  of  the  Seasons  is  want  of  method ;  b^t 
for  this  I  know  not  that  there  was  any  remedy.  Of  many 
appearances  subsisting  all  at  once,  no  rule  can  be  g^ven 
why  one  should  bO  mentioned  before  another ;  yet  the  me- 
mory wants  the  help  of  order,  and  the  curiosity  is  not  ex- 
cited by  suspense  or  expectation. 

His  diction  is  in  the  highest  degree  florid  and  luxuritttil, 
such  as  may  be  said  to  be  to  his  images  and  thoughts^  **  both 
their  lustre  and  their  shade:"  such  as  invest  them  with 
splendour,  through  which,  periiaps,  they  are  not  always 
easily  discerned.  It  is  too  exuberant,  and  sometimes  may 
be  charged  with  filling  the  ear  more  dian  the  mind« 

These  poems,  with  which  I  was  acquainted  at  their 

first  appearance,  I  have  since  found  altered  and  enlarged  by 

subsequent  revisals**,  as  the  author  supposed  his  judgment 

to  grow  more  exact,  and  as  books  or  conversation  extended 

his  knowledge  and  opened  his  prospects.    They  are,  I 

,  think,  improved  in  general ;  yet  I  know  not  whether  they 

;  have  not  lost  par^  of  what  Temple  calls  their  **  race;"  a 

,  word  which,  applied  to  wines,  in  its  primitive  sense,  means 

;  the  flavour  of  the  soil. 

^  For  an  inUresting  collection  of  the  various  readings  of  the  successive  editions 
of  the  Seasons,  see  vols.  ii.  iii.  and  iv.  of  the  Censura  literaria.  Thomson's 
own  ptthM  to  the  second  editioti  ai  Winter  may  be  found  in  vol.  ii.  p.  67/  of 
the  above-quoted  work.    En. 
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liberty,  when  it  first  appeared,  I  tried  to  read,  and  soon 
desisted.  I  have  never  tried  again,  and,  therefore,  will  not 
hazard  either  praise  or  censure. 

The  highest  praise  whieh  he  has  received  onght  not  to 
be  suppressed ;  it  is  said  by  lord  Ly  ttelton,  in  the  prologue 
to  his  posthumous  play,  that  his  works  contained 

No  L'ne  wliich>  dyi°f^>  he  could  wish  to  blot. 
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The  poems  of  Dr.  Watts  were,  by  my  recommendation,  in- 
serted in  the  late  collection;  the  readers  of  which  are  to  im- 
pute to  me  whatever  pleasure  or  weariness  they  may  find 
in  the  perusal  of  Blackmore,  Watts,  Pomfret,  and  Yalden. 
Isaac  Watts  was  born  July  17,  1674,  at  Southampton, 
where  his  father,  of  the  same  name,  kept  a  boarding-school 
for  young  gentlemen,  though  common  report  makes  him  a 
shoemaker.  He  appears,  from  the  narrative  of  Dr.  Gib- 
bons, to  have  been  neither  indigent  nor  illiterate. 

Isaac,  the  eldest  of  nine  children,  was  g^ven  to  books 
from  his  infancy ;  and  began,  we  are  told,  to  learn  Latin 
when  he  was  four  years  old,  I  suppose,  at  home.  He  was 
afterwards  taught  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew,  by  Mr.  Pin- 
horn,  a  clergyman,  master'  of  the  free-school  at  South- 
ampton, to  whom  the  gratitude  of  his  scholar  afterwards 
inscribed  a  Latin  ode. 

His  proficiency  at  school  was  so  conspicuous,  that  a  sub- 
scription was  proposed  for  his  support  at  the  university ; 
but  he  declared  his  resolution  of  taking  his  lot  with  the 
dissenters.  Such  he  was  as  every  christian  church  would 
rejoice  'to  have  adopted. 

He,  therefore,  repaired,  in  1G90,  to  an  academy  taught 
by  Mr.  Rowe,  where  he  had  for  his  companions  and  fellow- 
students  Mr.  Hughes  the  poet,  and  Dr.  Horte,  afterwards 
archbishop  of  Tuam.  Some  Latin  essays,  supposed  to 
have  been  written  as  exercises  at  this  academy,  show  a 
degree  of  knowledge,  both  philosophical  and  theological, 
such  as  very  few  attain  by  a  much  longer  course  of  study. 

He  was,  as  he  hints  in  his  Miscellanies,  a  maker  of 
verses  from  fifteen  to  fifty,  and,  in  his  youth,  appears  to 
have  paid  attention  to  Latin  poetry.     His  verses  to  his 
brother,  in  the  glyconick  measure,  written  when  he  was 
seventeen,  are  remarkably  easy  and  elegant.     Some  of 
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bis  other  odes  are  deformed  by  the  Pindarick  folly  then 
prevailing,  and  are  written  with  such  neglect  of  all  metrical 
rules,  as  is  without  example  among  the  ancients ;  but  his 
diction,  though,  perhaps,  not  always  exactly  pure,  has 
such  copiousness  and  splendour,  as  shows  that  he  was  but 
a  very  little  distance  from  excellence. 

His  method  of  study  was  to  impress  the  contents  of  his 
books  upon  his  memory  by  abridging  them,  and  by  inter- 
leaving them  to  amplify  one  system  with  supplements 
from  another. 

With  the  congregation  of  his  tutor  Mr.  Rowe,  who 
were,  I  believe,  independents,  he  communicated  in  his 
nineteenth  year. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  he  left  the  academy,  and  spent 
two  years  iq  study  and  devotion  at  the  house  of  his  father, 
who  treated  him  with  great  tenderness ;  and  had  the  hap« 
piness,  indulged  to  few  parents,  of  living  to  see  his  son 
eminent  for  literature,  and  venerable  for  piety. 

He  was  then  entertained  by  sir  John  Hartopp  five  years, 
as  domestick  tutor  to  his  son :  and  in  that  time  particu- 
larly devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  the  holy  scriptures ; 
and,  being  chosen  assistant  to  Dr.  Chauncey,  preached 
the  first  time  on  the  birthday  that  completed  his  twenty- 
fourth  year ;  probably  considering  that  as  the  day  of  a 
second  nativity,  by  which  he  entered  on  a  new  period 
of  existence. 

In  about  three  years  he  succeeded  Dr.  Chauncey ;  but, 
soon  after  his  entrance  on  his  charge,  he  was  seized  by  a 
dangerous  illness,  which  sunk  him  to  such  weakness,  that 
the  congregation  thought  an  assistant  necessary,  and  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Price.  His  health  then  returned  g^dually ; 
and  he  performed  his  duty  till,  1712,  he  was  seized  by  a 
fever  of  such  violence  and  continuance,  that  from  the 
feebleness  which  it  brought  upon  him  he  never  perfectly 
recovered. 

This  calamitous  state  made  the  compassion  of  his  friends 
necessary,  and  drew  upon  him  the  attention  of  sir  Thomas 
Abney,  who  received  him  into  his  house ;  where,  with  a 
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oonstanoy  of  frieodibip  wmA  UDiAmiiity  of  coikhicft  not  often 
lo  be  found,  ho  was  traatod  for  thtrty-«im  years  with  all 
the  kiadness  that  fUendship  ooiiid  prompt,  and  all  the 
attention  that  respect  ooatd  dictate.  Sir  Thomas  died 
about  eight  years  afterwards ;  but  he  coiitiiiued  with  the 
lady  and  her  daughters  to  the  end  of  his  life.  The  lady 
died  about  a  year  after  hna. 

A  coalition  like  this,  a  state  in  which  the  notions  of 
patronage  and  dependence  were  overpowered  by  the  per- 
ception of  reciprocal  benefits,  deserves  a  particnlar  me-> 
BM>rial;  and  I  will  not  withhold  from  the  reader  Dr. 
Gibbons'  representation ;  to  which  regard  is  to  be  paid, 
as  to  the  narrative  of  one  who  writes  what  he  knows,  and 
what  is  known  likewise  to  multitudes  besides. 
'  **  Our  next  observation  shall  be  made  open  that  re- 
markably kind  providence  which  brooght  the  doctor  into 
m  Thomas  Abne/s  family,  and  continued  him  there  tiH 
his  death,  a  period  o(  no  less  than  thirty-six  jFears.  In  the 
midst  of  his  sacred  labours  for  the  glory  of  C^,  mid  good 
ef  his  generation,  he  is  seised  with  a  most  violent  and 
threatening  fever,  which  leaves  him  oppressed  with  great 
weakness,  and  puts  a  stop,  at  least,  to  his  publick  services 
for  four  years.  In  this  distressing  season,  doubly  so  to 
his  active  and  pious  spirit,  he  is  invited  to  sir  Thomas 
Abney's  family,  nor  ever  removes  from  it  tiH  he  had  finish- 
ed his  days.  Here  he  enjoyed  the  uninterrupted  demon- 
strations of  the  truest  friendship.  Here,  without  any  care 
of  his  own,  he  had  every  thing  which  could  contribute  to 
the  enjoyment  ef  life,  mid  favour  the  unwearied  pursuits 
of  his  studies.  Here  he  dwelt  in  a  family,  which  for  piety, 
order,  harmony,  and  every  virtue,  was  an  house  of  God. 
Here  he  had  the  privilege  of  a  country  recess,  the  fragrant 
bower,  the  spreading  lawn,  the  flowery  garden,  and  other 
advantages,  to  sooth  his  mind,  and  aid  his  restoration  to 
health ;  to  yield  him,  whenever  he  chose  them,  most  grate- 
ful intervals  from  his  laborious  studies,  and  enable  htm  to 
return  to  them  with  redoubled  vigour  and  deKght.  Had 
it  not  been  for  this  most  happy  event,  he  might,  as  to 
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Qotwurd  view,  luive  fmbly^  it  mxky  bo  puinfaUy,  dffagg»4 
OB  through  mfmj  noie  yeart  of  luguor,  ami  ii^Iity  for 
p«ibUck  service*  aad  e? eo  for  profitable  study*  or,  perhaps* 
inight  have  sunk  into  hU  gmve  ui»4ef  the  overwhetaii«g 
kad  of  infinnities  in  the  isidst  of  his  days ;  and  thus  the 
cknreh  and  world  would  have  beea  deprived  of  thoae  many 
excellent  sermons  and  works*  which  he  drew  up  and  path 
listied  daring  his  loi^  residence  in  this  fivnily.  In  a  few 
years  after  his  coming  hither*  sir  Thomas  Ahney  diea ;  but 
Us  amiable  consort  survives*  who  shows  the  docteir  the 
sane  respect  and  friendship  as  before*  and  most  hafq>ily 
for  him  and  great  numbers  besides;  for*  as  her  riohea 
were  great*  her  generosity  and  muoifioence  weve  in  fiaii 
proportion ;  her  thread  of  life  was  drawn  out  to  a  great 
age*  even  beyond  that  of  the  dootor*s ;  smd  thus  this  ex- 
cellent man*  through  her  kindness*  and  that  of  her  daughter^ 
the  present  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Abney*  who  in  a  like  degree 
esteemed  and  honoured  him*  enjoyed  all  the  benefits  and 
febcities  he  experienced  at  his  first  eatra«ce  into  this 
family*  till  his  days  were  numbered  and  finished ;  and*  like 
a  shock  of  corn  ia  its  season*  he  ascended  into  the  regions 
of  perfect  and  inun(»tal  life  and  joy." 

If  this  quotation  has  appeared  long*  let  it  he  oonsadered 
that  it  comprises  an  account  of  six-and-thirty  yeeff»,  and 
those  the  years  of  Dr.  Watts. 

From  the  time  of  his  reception  into  this  family*  his  life 
was  no  otherwise  diversified  than  by  successive  pubtica- 
tioBs.  The  series  of  his  works  I  am  not  able  to  deduce ; 
their  number  and  their  variety  show  the  intenseness  of  his 
industry*  and  the  extent  of  his  capacity. 

He  was  one  of  the  first  authors  that  taught  the  dissent- 
ers to  court  attention  by  the  graces  of  language.  What- 
ever they  had  among  them  before*  whether  of  learning  or 
acuteness*  was  commonly  obscured  and  blunted  by  coarse-* 
ness*  and  inelegance  of  style.  He  showed  them*  that  zeal 
and  purity  might  be  expressed  and  enforced  by  polished 
diction. 

He  contiaued  to  the  end  of  his  life  the  teacher  of  a 
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congregation ;  and  no  reader  of  bis  works  can  doubt  his 
fidelity  or  diligence.  In  tbe  pulpit,  tbougb  bis  low  stature, 
wbicb  very  little  exceeded  five  feet,  graced  bim  witb  no 
advantages  of  appearance,  yet  tbe  gravity  and  propriety  of 
bis  utterance  made  bis  discourses  very  efficacious.  I  once 
mentioned  tbe  reputation  wbicb  Mr.  Foster  bad  gained  by* 
bis  proper  delivery,  to  my  friend  Dr.  Hawkeswortb,  wbo 
told  me,  tbat  in  tbe  art  of  pronunciation  be  was  far  infe- 
riour  to  Dr.  Watts. 

Sucb  was  bis  flow  of  tbougbts,  and  sucb  bis  promptitude 
of  language,  tbat  in  tbe  latter  part  of  bb  life  be  did  not 
precompose  bis  cursory  sermons,  but  baving  adjusted  the 
heads,  and  sketched  out  some  particulars,  trusted  for  suc- 
cess to  bis  extemporary  powers. 

He  did  not  endeavour  to  assist  bis  eloquence  by  any 
gesticulations ;  for,  as  no  corporeal  actions  have  any  cor- 
respondence witb  theological  truth,  he  did  not  see  how 
they  could  enforce  it. 

At  the  conclusion  of  weigbty  sentences  he  gave  time,  by 
a  short  pause,  for  the  proper  impression. 

To  stated  and  publick  instruction  be  added  familiar  vi- 
sits, and  personal  application,  and  was  careful  to  improve 
tbe  opportunities  which  conversation  ofiered  of  diffusing 
and  increasing  the  influence  of  religion. 

By  his  natural  temper  he  was  quick  of  resentment;  but, 
by  bis  established  and  habitual  practice,  he  was  gentle, 
modest,  and  inoffensive.  His  tenderness  appeared  in  his 
attention  to  children  and  to  the  poor.  To  the  poor,  while 
he  lived  in  tbe  family  of  bis  friend,  he  allowed  the  third 
part  of  his  annual  revenue,  though  the  whole  was  not  a 
hundred  a  year ;  and  for  children  he  condescended  to  lay 
aside  tbe  scbolar,  tbe  philosopher,  and  the  wit,  to  write 
little  poems  of  devotion,  and  systems  of  instruction,  adapt- 
ed to  their  wants  and  capacities,  from  tbe  dawn  of  reason, 
through  its  gradations  of  advance  in  the  morning  of  life. 
Every  man  acquainted  with  the  common  principles  of  hu- 
man action,  will  look  with  veneration  on  the  writer,  wbo  is 
at  one  time  combating  Locke,  and  at  another  making  a 
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catechism  for  children  in  their  fourth  year.  Aroiantary 
descent  from  the  dignity  of  science  is,  perhaps,  the  hardest 
lesson  that  humility  can  teach. 

As  his  mind  was  capacious,  his  curiosity  excursive,  and 
his  industry  continual,  his  writings  are  very  numerous,  and 
his  subjects  various.  With  his  theological  works  I  am  only 
enough  acquainted  to  admire  his  meekness  of  opposition, 
and  his  mildness  of  censure.  It  was  not  only  in  his  book, 
but  in  his  mind,  that  orthodoxy  was  united  with  charity. 

Of  his  philosophical  pieces,  his  Logick  has.  been  re- 
ceived into  the  universities,  and,  therefore,  wants  no  private 
recommendation ;  if  he  owes  part  of  it  to  Le  Clerc,  it  must 
be  considered  that  no  man,  who  undertakes  merely  to  me- 
thodise or  illustrate  a  system,  pretends  to  be  its  author.    . 

In  his  metaphysical  disquisitions,  it  was  observed  by  the 
late  learned  Mr.  Dyer,  that  he  confounded  the  idea  of 
sp€U)e  with  that  of  empty  spcice,  and  did  not  consider,  that 
though  43pace  might  be  without  matter,  yet  matter,  being 
extended,  could  not  be  without  space. 

Few  books  have  been  perused  by  me  with  greater  plea- 
sure than  his  Improvement  of  the  Mind,  of  which  the  radi- 
cal principles  may,  indeed,  be  found  in  Locke's  Conduct  of 
the  Understanding ;  but  they  are  so  expanded  and  ramified 
by  Watts,  as  to  confer  upon  him  the  merit  of  a  work,  in  the 
highest  degree,  useful  and  pleasing.  Whoever  has  the 
care  of  instructing  others,  may  be  charged  with  deficience 
in  his  duty  if  this  book  is  not  recommended. 

I  have  mentioned  his  treatises  of  theology  as  distinct 
from  his  other  productions ;  but  the  truth  is,  Uiat  whatever 
he  took  in  hand  was,  by  his  incessant  solicitude  for  souls, 
converted  to  theology.  As  piety  predominated  in  his  mind, 
it  is  diffused  over  his  works :  under  his  direction  it  may  be 
truly  said,  "  theologise  philosophia  ancillatur,"  philosophy  is 
subservient  to  evangelical  Instruction :  it  is  diflScultto  read 
a  page  without  learning,  or  at  least  wishing,  to  be  better. 
The  attention  is  caught  by  indirect  instruction,  and  he  that 
sat  down  only  to  reason  is,  on  a  sudden,  compelled  to  pray. 

It  was,  therefore,  with  great  propriety  that,  in  1728,  he 
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received  from  Edinbnrgli  and  Aberdeen  an  uiuKdioited 
diploma,  bj  which  he  became  a  doctor  of  divfaittj.  Amt 
demical  honours  would  have  more  ralue,  if  they  mere 
always  bestowed  with  equal  judgment 

He  continued  many  years  to  study  and  to  preach,  and 
to  do  good  by  his  instruction  and  example :  till  at  last  the 
infirmities  of  age  disabled  him  from  the  more  laborious 
part  of  his  ministerid  functions,  and,  being  no  longer  capa- 
ble of  publick  duty,  he  ofiered  to  remit  the  salary  appen^ 
dant  to  it ;  but  his  congregation  would  not  accept  the  re- 
signation. 

By  degrees  his  weakness  increased,  and  at  last  confined 
him  to  his  chamber  and  hi^^  bed ;  where  he  was  worn  gra- 
dually away  without  pain,  till  he  expired,  Nov.  25, 1748, 
in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

Few  men  have  left  behind  such  purity  of  character,  or 
such  monuments  of  laborious  piety.  He  has  provided  in- 
struction for  all  ages,  from  those  who  are  lisping  their  first 
lessons,  to  the  enlightened  readers  of  Malbranche  and 
Locke ;  he  has  left  neither  corporeal  nor  spiritual  nature 
unexamined ;  he  has  taught  the  art  of  reasoning,  and  the 
science  of  the  stars. 

His  character,  therefore,  must  be  formed  from  the  mul- 
tiplicity and  diversity  of  his  attainments,  rather  than  from 
any  single  performance ;  for  it  would  not  be  safe  to  claim 
for  him  the  highest  rank  in  any  single  denominatign  of 
literary  dignity ;  yet,  perhaps,  there  was  nothing  in  which 
he  would  not  have  excelled,  if  he  had  not  divided  his 
powers  to  different  pursuits. 

As  a  poet,  had  he  been  only  a  poet,  he  would  probably 
have  stood  high  among  the  authors  with  whom  he  is  now 
associated.  For  his  judgment  was  exact,  and  he  noted 
beauties  and  faults  with  very  nice  discernment ;  his  imagi* 
nation,  as  the  Dacian  Battle  pi^ves,  was  vigorous  and  ac^ 
tive,  and  the  stores  of  knowledge  were  large  by  which  his 
fancy  was  to  be  supplied.  His  ear  was  well-tuned,  and 
his  diction  was  elegant  and  copious.  But  bis  devotional 
poetry  is,  like  that  of  others,  unsatisfactory.    The  paucity 
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of  its  topickfl  enforces  perpetual  repetition,  and  the  sanctity 
of  tlie  matter  rejects  tlie  ornaments  of  fig^ratiTe  diction. 
It  is  sufficient  for  Watts  to  hare  done  better  than  others 
what  no  man  has  done  well. 

His  poems  on  other  subjects  seldom  rise  higher  than 
might  be  expected  from  the  amnsements  of  a  mmi  of 
letters,  and  have  different  degrees  of  yalne  as  they  are 
more  or  less  laboured,  or  as  the  occasion  was  more  or  less 
favourable  to  invention. 

He  writes  too  often  widiout  regular  measures,  and  too 
often  in  blank  verse ;   the  rhymes  are  not  always  suffi- 
ciently correspondent.  He  is  particularly  unhappy  in  coining 
names  expressive  of  characters.     His  lines  are  commoidy  \ 
smooth  and  easy,  and  his  thoughts  always  religiously  pure;  i 
but  who  is  there  that,  to  so  much  piety  and  innocence,  , 
does  not  wish  for  a  greater  measure  of  sprightliness  and  / 
vigour?     He  b,  at  least,  one  of  the  few  poets  with  whom  • 
youth  and  ignorapce  may  be  safely  pleased;  and  happy 
will  be  that  reader  whose  mind  is  disposed,  by  his  verses 
or  his  prose,  to  imitate  him  in  all  but  his  nonconformity,  to 
o<qpy  his  benevolence  to  man,  and  his  reverence  to  God. 
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Op  the  birth,  or  early  part  of  the  life,  of  Ambrose  Philips, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  account.  His  academical 
education  he  received  at  St.  John's  college,  in  Cambridge', 
where  he  first  solicited  the  notice  of  the  world  by  some 
English  verses,  in  the  collection,  published  by  the  univer- 
sity, on  the  death  of  queen  Mary. 

From  this  time,  how  he  was  employed,  or  in  what  sta- 
tion he  passed  his  life,  is  not  yet  discovered.  He  must 
have  published  his  Pastorals  before  the  year  1708,  because 
they  are,  evidently,  prior  to  those  of  Pope. 

He  afterwards,  1709,  addressed  to  the  universal  patron, 
the  duke  of  Dorset,  a  poetical  Letter  from  Copenhagen, 
which  was  published  in  the  Tatler,  and  is,  by  Pope,  in  oiie 
of  his  first  letters,  mentioned  with  high  praise,  as  the  pro- 
duction of  a  man  "  who  could  write  very  nobly." 

Philips  was  a  zealous  whig,  and,  therefore,  easily  found 
access  to  Addison  and  Steele ;  but  his  ardour  seems  not 
to  have  procured  him  any  thing  more  than  kind  words ; 
since  he  was  reduced  to  translate  the  Persian  Tales  for 
Tonson,  for  which  he  was  afterwards  reproached,  with  this 
addition  of  contempt,  that  he  worked  for  half-a-crown. 
The  book  is  divided  into  many  sections,  for  each  of  which, 
if  he  received  half-a-crown,  his  reward,  as  writers  then 
were  paid,  was  very  liberal ;  but  half-a-crown  had  a  mean 
sound. 

He  was  employed  in  promoting  the  principles  of  his 
party,  by  epitombing  Hackef  s  Life  of  Archbishop  Wil- 
liams. The  original  book  is  written  with  such  depravity 
of  genius,  such  mixture  of  the  fop  and  pedant,  as  has  not 
often  appeared.  The  epitome  is  free  enough  from  afiec- 
tation,  but  has  little  spirit  or  vigour  *"• 

<  He  took  his  degrees,  A.  B.  1696,  A.  M.  1700. 

^  This  ought  to  have  been  noticed  before.  It  was  published  in  1700,  whea 
he  appears  to  have  obtained  a  fellowship  of  St.John*s, 
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In  1712,  he  brought  upon  the  stage  the  Dbtreit  Mother, 
almost  a  translation  of  Racine's  Andromaqne.  Such  a 
work  requires  no  uncommon  powers ;  but  the  friends  of 
Philips  exerted  every  art  to  promote  his  interest.  Before 
the  appearance  of  the  play,  a  whole  Spectator,  none,  in- 
deed, of  the  best,  was  devoted  to  its  praise ;  while  it  yet 
continued  to  be  acted,  another  Spectator  was  written,  to 
tell  what  impression  it  made  upon  sir  Roger ;  and,  on  the 
first  night,  a  select  audience,  says  Pope  ^  was  called  to* 
gether  to  applaud  it. 

It  was  concluded  with  the  most  successful  epilogue 
that  was  ever  yet  spoken  on  the  English  theatre.  The 
three  first  nights  it  was  recited  twice ;  and  not  only  con- 
tinued to  be  demanded  through  the  run,  as  it  is  termed,  of 
the  play,  but,  whenever  it  is  recalled  to  the  stage,  where, 
by  peculiar  fortune,-  though  a  copy  from  the  French,  it 
yet  keeps  its  place,  the  epilogue  is  still  expected,  and  is 
still  spoken. 

The  propriety  of  epilogues  4n  general,  and,  consequently, 
of  this,  was  questioned  by  a  correspondent  of  the  Spec- 
tator, whose  letter  was  undoubtedly  admitted  for  the  sake 
of  the  answer,  which  soon  followed,  written  with  much 
zeal  and  acrimony.  The,  attack  and  the  defence  equally 
contributed  to  stimulate  curiosity  and  continue  attention. 
It  may  be  discovered,  in  the  defence,  that  Prior's  epilogue 
to  Phaedra  had  a  little  excited  jealousy ;  and  something  of 
Prior's  plan  may  be  discovered  in  the  performance  of  his 
rival.  Of  this  distinguished  epilogue  the  reputed  author 
was  the  wretched  Budgel,  whom  Addison  use4  to  deno- 
minate °*  **  the  man  who  calls  me  cousin ;"  and  when  he 
was  asked,  how  such  a  silly  fellow  could  write  so  well,  re- 
plied, "  the  epilogue  was  quite  another  thing  when  I  saw 
it  first."  It  was  known  in  Tonson's  family,  and  told  to 
Garrick,  that  Addison  was  himself  the  author  of  it,  and 
that,  when  it  had  been  at  first  printed  with  his  name,  he 
came  early  in  the  .morning,  before  the  copies  were  distri- 

»  Spencc.  '  ■  Ibid. 
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bated,  aad  <*dered  it  to  be  given  to  Bvdgd,  that  it  might 
ftdd  weight  to  the  Bolicitatioii  which  he  was  then  making 
for  a  plaoe. 

Philips  was  now  hi|^  in  the  ranks  of  litetratnre.  His 
l^y  was  applauded;  his  translations  from  Sappho  had 
been  published  in  the  Spectator;  he  was^an  important  and 
distinguished  associate  of  clubs,  witty  and  political ;  and 
nothing  was  wanting  to  his  happiness,  but  that  he  should 
be  sure  of  its  continuance. 

The  work  which  had  procured  him  the  first  notice  from 
the  publick,  was  his  Six  Pastorals,  which,  flattering  the 
imagination  with  Arcadian  scenes,  probably  found  many 
readers,  and  might  haye  long  passed  as  a  pleasing  amuse* 
ment,  had  they  not  beeu,  imhappily,  too  much  com- 
mended. 

The  rustick  poems  of  Theocritus  were  so  highly  valued 
by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  that  they  attracted  the  imita* 
tion  of  Virgil,  whose  eclogues  seem  to  have  been  consi* 
dered  as  precluding  all  attempts  of  the  same  kind ;  for,  no 
shepherds  were  taught  to  sing  by  any  succeeding  poet,  till 
Nemesian  and  Calphnmius  ventured  their  feeble  efforts  in 
the  lower  age  of  Latin  literature. 

At  the  revivd  of  learning  in  Italy,  it  was  soon  disco* 
vered,  that  a  dialogue  of  imaginary  swains  might  be  com- 
posed with  little  difficulty;  because  the  conversation  of 
shepherds  excludes  profound  or  refined  sentiment ;  and, 
for  images  and  descriptions,  satyrs  and  fawns,  and  naiads 
and  dryads,  were  always  within  call ;  and  woods  and  mea- 
dows, and  hills  and  rivers,  supplied  variety  of  matter,  which, 
having  a  natural  power  to  sooth  the  mind,  did  not  quickly 
cloy  it. 

Petrarch  entertained  the  learned  men  of  his  age  with 
die  novelty  of  modem  pastorals  in  Latin.  Being  not  igno- 
rant of  Greek,  and  finding  nothing  in  the  word  eclogue  of 
rvral  meaning,  he  supposed  it  to  be  corrupted  by  the  co- 
piers, and,  therefore,  called  his  own  productions  aglogues^ 
by  which  he  meant  to  express  the  talk  of  goatherds,  though 
it  will  mean  only  the  talk  of  goats.    This  new  name  was 
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adopted  bj  subsequent  writers,  and,  amongst  others,  by 
oiur  Spenser. 

More  than  a  century  afterwards,  1496,  Mantnan  pub* 
Itshed  his  Bucolicks  with  such  success,  that  they  were  soon 
dignified  by  Badius  with  a  comment,  and,  as  Scaliger  corn*^ 
plained,  received  into  schools,  and  taught  as  classical ;  his 
complaint  was  vain,  and  the  practice,  howerer  injudicious, 
spread  far,  and  continued  long.  Mantuan  was  read,  at 
least  in  some  of  the  inferiour  schools  of  this  kingdom,  to 
the  beginning  of  the  present  century.  The  speakers  of 
Mantuan  carried  their  disquisitions  beyond  the  country,  to 
censure  the  corruptions  of  the  church;  and  from  him 
Spenser  learned  to  employ  his  swains  on  topicks  of  con- 
troversy. 

The  Italians  soon  transferred  pastoral  poetry  into  their 
own  language:  Sannfiaaro  wrote  Arcadia  in  prose  and 
yerse :  Tasso  and  Guarini  wrote  Favole  Boschareccie,  or 
sylvan  dramas;  aad  all  nations  of  Europe  filled  volumes 
with  Thyrsis  and  Damon,  and  Thestylis  and  Phyllis. 

Philips  thinks  it  somewhat  strange  to  conceive  **  how, 
in  an  age  so  addicted  to  the  muses,  pastoral  poetry  never 
comes  to  be  so  muoh  as  thought  upon."  His  wonder  seems 
very  unseasonable;  there  had  never,  from  the  time  of 
Spenser,  wanted  writers  to  talk  occasionally  of  Arcadia 
and  Strephon ;  and  half  the  book,  in  which  he  first  tried 
his  powers,  consists  of  dialogues  on  queen  Mary's  death, 
between  Tityrus  and  Corydon,  or  Mopsus  and  Menalcas. 
A  series  or  book  of  pastorals,  however,  I  know  not  that 
any  one  had  then  lately  published. 

Not  loBg  afterwards.  Pope  made  the  first  display  of  has 
powers  in  four  pastorals,  written  in  a  very  different  form. 
Philips  had  taken  Spenser,  and  Pope  took  Virgil  for  his 
pattern,  i^ilips  endeavoured  to  be  natural.  Pope  labour- 
ed to  be  elegant.  , 

niilips  was  now  favoured  by  Addison,  and  by  Addison's 
companions,  who  were  very  willing  to  push  him  into  repu- 
tation. The  Guardian  gave  an  account  of  pastoral,  partly 
critical,  and  partly  historical ;  in  which,  when  the  merit  of 
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the. moderns  is  compared,  Tasso  and  Goarini  are  censured 
for  remote  thoughts  and  unnatural  refinements ;  and>  upon 
the  whole,  the  Italians  and  French  are  all  excluded  from 
rural  poetry ;  and  the  pipe  of  the  pastoral  muse  is  trans- 
mitted, by  lawful  inheritance,  from  Theocritus  to  Virgil^ 
from  Virgil  to  Spenser,  and  from  Spenser  to  Philips. 

With  this  inauguration  of  Philips,  his  rival  Pope  was 
not  much  delighted ;  he,  therefore,  drew  a  comparison  of 
Philips's  performance  with  his  own,  in  which,'  with  an  un- 
exampled and  unequalled  artifice  of  irony,  though  he  has 
himself  always  the  advantage,  he  gives  the  preference  to 
Philips.  The  design  of  aggrandizing  himself  he  disguised 
with  such  dexterity,  that,  though  Addison  discovered  it» 
Steele  was  deceived,  and  was  afraid  of  displeasing  Pope 
hj  publishing  his  paper.  Published,  however,  it  was, 
(Guardian,  40,)  and  from  that  time  Pope  and  Philips  lived 
in  a  perpetual  reciprocation  of  malevolence. 

In  poetical  powers,  of  either  praise  or  satire,  there  was 
no  proportion  between  the  combatants ;  but  Philips,  though 
he  could  not  prevail  by  wit,  hoped  to  hurt  Pope  with  an- 
other weapon,  and  charged  him,  as  Pope  thought,  with 
Addison's  approbation,  as  disaffected  to  die  government 

Even  with,  this  he  was  not  satisfied ;  for,  indeed,  there 
is  no  appearance  that  any  reg^d  was  paid  to  his  clamours. 
He  proceeded  to  grosser  insults,  and  hung  up  a  rod  at 
Button's,  with  which  he  threatened  to  chastise  Pope,  who 
appears  to  have  been  extremely  exasperated ;  for,  in  the 
first  edition  of  his  letters,  he  calls  Philips ''  rascal,"  and  in  the 
last  still  charges  him  with  detaining,  in  hb  hands,  the  sub- 
scriptions for  Homer,  delivered  to  him  by  the  Hanover  club. 

I  suppose  it  was  never  suspected  that  he  meant  to  ap- 
propriate the  money ;  he  only  delayed,  and  with  sufficient 
meanness,  the  g^tification  of  him  by  whose  prosperity  he 
was  pained. 

Men  sometimes  sufier  by  injudicious  kindness ;  Philips 
became  ridiculous,  without  his  own  fault,  by  the  absurd 
admiration  of  his  friends,  who  decorated  him  with  honorary 
garlands,  which  the  first  breath  of  contradiction  blasted. 
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When  npoD  the  sucoessioo  of  the  house  of  Hanoyer 
every  whig  expected  to  be  happy,  Philips  seems  to  have 
obtained  too  little  notice ;  he  caught  few  drops  of  the 
golden  shower,  though  he  did  not  omit  what  flattery  could 
perform.  He  was  only  made  a  commissioner  of  the  lot- 
tery, 1717,  and,  what  did  not  much  elevate  his  character, 
a  justice  of  the  peace. 

The  success  of  his  first  play  must  naturally  dispose  him 
to  turn  his  hopes  towards  the  stage : .  he  did  not,  howeyer, 
soon  commit  himself  to  the  mercy  of  an  audience,  but  con- 
tented himself  with  the  fame  already  acquired,  till  after 
nine  years  he  produced,  1722,  the  Briton,  a  tragedy  which, 
whatever  was  its  reception,  is  now  neglected ;  though  one 
of  the  scenes,  between  Vanoc,  the  British  prince,  and  Va- 
lens,  the  Roman  general,  is  confessed  to  be  written  with 
great  dramatick  skill,  animated  by  spirit  truly  poetical. 

He  had  not  been  idle,  though  he  had  been  silent :  for  he 
exhibited  another  tragedy  the  same  year,  on  the  story  of 
Humphry,  duke  of  Gloucester.  This  tragedy  is  only  re- 
membered by  its  title. 

His  happiest  undertaking  was  of  a  paper,  called  the 
Freethinker,  in  conjunction  with  associates,  of  whom  one 
was  Dr.  Boulter,  who,  then  only  minister  of  a  parish  in 
Southwark,  was  of  so  much  consequence  to  the  govern- 
ment, that  he  was  made,  first,  bishop  of  Bristol,  and,  after- 
wards, primate  of  Ireland,  where  his  piety  and  his  charity 
will  be  long  honoured. 

It  may  easily  be  imagmed  that  what  was  printed  under 
the  direction  of  Boulter  would  have  nothing  in  it  indecent 
or  licentious ;  its  title  is  to  be  understood  as  implying  only 
freedom  from  unreasonable  prejudice.  It  has  been  re- 
printed in  volumes,  but  is  little  read;  nor  can  impartial 
criticism  recommend  it  as  worthy  of  reviyal. 

Boulter  was  not  well  qualified  to  write  diurnal  essays ; 
but  he  knew  how  to  practise  the  liberality  of  greatness  and 
the  fidelity  of  friendship.  When  he  was  advanced  to  the 
height  of  ecclesiastical  dignity,  he  did  not  forget  the  com- 
panion of  his  labours.     Knowing  Philips  to  be  slenderly 
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•apported,  he  took  him  to  Ireland,  as  partaker  of  his  for- 
tone ;  and,  making  him  his  secretary  **,  added  sach  prefer- 
mentSy  as  enabled  him  to  represent  the  county  of  Armi^ 
in  the  Irish  parliament. 

In  December,  1726,  he  was  made  secretary  to  the  lord 
chancellor;  and  in  Angnst,  1733,  became  judge  of  the 
prerogative  court. 

After  the  death  of  his  patron  he  continued  some  years 
in  Ireland;  but  at  last  longing,  as  it  seems,  for  his  native 
country,  he  returned,  1748,  to  London,  having,  doubtless, 
survived  most  of  his  friends  and  enemies,  and  among  them 
his  dreaded  antagonist.  Pope.  He  found,  however,  the 
duke  of  Newcastle  still  living,  and  to  him  he  dedicated 
his  poems,  collected  into  a  volume. 

Having  purchased  an  annuity  of  four  hundred  pounds, 
he  HOW  certainly  hoped  to  pass  some  years  of  life  in  plenty 
and  tranquillity;  but  his  hope  deceived  him;  he  was 
struck  with  a  palsy,  and  died  June  18, 1749,  in  his  seventy- 
eighth  year  "• 

Of  his  personal  character,  all  that  I  have  heard  is,  that 
he  was  eminent  for  bravery  and  skill  in  the  sword,  and 
that  in  conversation  he  was  solemn  and  pompous.  He  had 
great  sensibility  of  censure,  if  judgment  may  be  made  by 
a  single  story  which  I  heard  long  ago  from  Mr.  Ing,  a 
gentieman  of  great  eminence  in  Staffordshire.  **  Philips,** 
said  he,  **  was  once  at  table,  when  I  asked  him,  how  came 
thy  king  of  Epirus  to  drive  oxen,  and  to  say  '  I'm  goaded 
on  by  love  V  After  which  question  he  never  spoke  again  p." 

Of  the  Distrest  Mother,  not  much  is  pretended  to  be  his 
own,  and,  therefore,  it  is  no  subject  of  criticism :  his  other 
two  tragedies,  I  believe,  are  not  below  mediocrity  nor 
above  it.    Among  the  poems  comprised  in  the  late  col- 


■  The  archbishop*!  letters,  published  in  1769,  (the  originals  of  which  are  now 
in  Christ-church  library,  Oxford,)  were  collected  by  Mr.  Philips. 
•  At  hit  house  in  Hanover'ttreet,  and  was  buried  in  Audley  cbapet 
P  Mr.  Ing's  eminence  does  not  seem  to  have  been  derived  from  his  wit.  That 
the  men  who  drive  oxen  are  goaded,  seems  to  be  a  custom  peculiar  to  Staf- 
I^Nrdshire.    J.  B. 
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lection,  the  Letter  from  Denmark  may  be  justly  praised ; 
the  Pastorals,  which,, by' the  writer  of  the  Guardian,  were 
ranked  as  one  of  the  four  genaine  productions  of  the  rus- 
tick  muse,  cannot  surely  be  despicable.  That  they  ex- 
hibit a  mode  of  life  which  does  not  exist,  nor  ever  existed^ 
is  not  to  be  objected :  ihe  supposition  of  such  a  state  is 
allowed  to  pastoral.  In  his  other  poems  he  cannot  be 
denied  the  praise  of  lines  sometimes  elegant ;  but  he  has 
seldom  mtich  force,  or  much  comprehension.  The  pieces 
that  please  best  are  those  which  from  Pope  and  Pope's 
adherents  procured  him  the  name  of  NawAy  Pamby,  the 
poems  of  short  lines,  by  which  he  paid  bis  court  to  all  ages 
and  characters,  from  Walpole,  "  the  steerer  of  the  realm," 
to  Miss  Pulteney  in  the  nursery.  The  numbers  are  smooth 
and  sprightly,  and  the  diction  is  seldom  faulty.  They  are 
not  loaded  with  much  thought,  yet,  if  they  had  been  written 
by  Addison,  they  would  hare  had  admirers :  little  things 
are  not  valued  but  when  they  are  done  by  those  who  can 
do  greater. 

In  his  translations  from  Pindar,  he  found  the  art  of 
reaching  all  the  obscurity  of  the  Theban  bard,  however 
he  may  fall  below  bis  sublimity ;  he  will  be  allowed,  if  he 
has  less  fire,  to  have  more  smoke. 

He  has  added  nothing  to  English  poetry,  yet,  at  least, 
half  his  book  deserves  to  be  read :  perhaps  be  valued  most 
himself  that  part  which  the  critick  would  reject. 
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Gilbert  West  is  one  of  the  writers  of  whom  I  regret 
my  inability  to  give  a  sufficient  account ;  the  intelligence 
which  my  inquiries  have  obtained  is  general  and  scanty. 

He  was  the  son  of  the  reverend  Dr.  West ;  perhaps*^ 
him  who  published  Pindar,  at  Oxford,  about  the  beginning 
of  this  century.  His  mother  was  sister  to  sir  Richard 
Temple,  afterwards  lord  Cobham.  His  father,  purposing 
to  educate  him  for  the  church,  sent  him  first  to  Eton,  and 
afterwards  to  Oxford ;  but  he  was  seduced  to  a  more  airy 
mode  of  life,  by  a  commission  in  a  troop  of  horse,  procured 
him  by  his  uncle. 

He  continued  some  time  in  the  army ;  though  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  he  never  sunk  into  a  mere  soldier, 
nor  ever  lost  the  love,  or  much  neglected  the  pursuit,  of 
learning ;  and,  afterwards,  finding  himself  more  inclined  to 
civil  employment,  he  laid  down  his  commission,  and  en- 
gaged in  business  under  the  lord  Townshend,  then  secre* 
tary  of  state,  with  whom  he  attended  the  king  to  Hanover. 

His  adherence  to  lord  Townshend  ended  in  nothing  but 
a  nomination,  May,  1729,  to  be  clerk  extraordinary  of  the 
privy  council,  which  produced  no  immediate  profit ;  for  it 
only  placed  him  in  a  state  of  expectation  and  right  of  suc- 
cession, and  it  was  very  long  before  a  vacancy  admitted 
him  to  profit. 

Soon  afterwards  he  married,  and  settled  himself  in  a  very 
pleasant  house  at  Wickham,  in  Kent,  where  he  devoted 
himself  to  learning  and  to  piety.  Of  his  learning,  the  late 
collection  exhibits  evidence,  which  would  have  been  yet 
fuller,  if  the  dissertations  which  accompany  his  version  of 
Pindar  had  not  been  improperly  omitted.  Of  his  piety,  the 
influence  has,  I  hope,  been  extended  far  by  his  Observa- 
tions on  the  Resurrection,  published  in  1747,  for  wEich  the 

4  Certainly  him.    It  was  published  in  1697. 
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nniveirsity  of  Oxford  created  him  a  doctor  of  laws  by  di- 
ploma, March.  30, 1748,  and  would,  doubtless,  have  reached 
yet  further,  had  he  lived  to  complete  what  he  had  for  some 
time  meditated,  the  Evidences  of  the  Truth  of  the  New 
Testament.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  without  effect  to  tell, 
that  he  read  the  prayers  of  the  publick  liturgy  every 
morning  to  his  family,  and  that  on  Sunday  evening  he 
called  his  servants  into  the  parlour,  and  read  to  them  first 
a  sermon,  and  then  prayers.  Crashaw  is  now  not  the  only 
maker  of  verses  to  whom  may  be  g^ven  the  two  venerable 
names  of  poet  and  saint. 

He  was  very  often  visited  by  Lyttelton  and  Pitt,  who, 
when  they  were  weary  of  faction  and  debates,  used  at 
Wickbam  to  find  books  and  quiet,  a  decent  table,  and 
literary  conversation.  There  is  at  Wickham  a  walk  made 
by  Pitt;  and,  what  is  of  far  more  importance,  at  Wickham, 
Lyttelton  received  that  conviction  which  produced  his 
Dissertation  on  St.  Paul. 

These  two  illustrious  friends  had  for  awhile  listened  to 
the  blandishments  of  infidelity;  and  when  Wesf s  book  was 
published,  it  was  bought  by  some  who  did  not  know  his 
change  of  opinion,  in  expectation  of  new  objections  against 
Christianity ;  and  as  infidels  do  not  want  malignity,  they 
revenged  the  disappointment  by  calling  him  a  methodist. 

Mr.  Wesfs  income  was  not  larg^ ;  and  his  Yriends  en- 
deavoured, but  without  success,  to  obtain  an  augmentation. 
It  is  reported,  that  the  education  pf  the  young  prince  was 
offered  to  him,  but  that  he  required  a  more  extensive 
power  of  superintendence  than  it  was  thought  proper  to 
allow  him. 

In  time,  however,  his  revenue  was  improved ;  he  lived 
to  have  one  of  the  lucrative  clerkships  of  the  privy  council, 
1752 :  and  Mr.  Pitt  at  last  had  it  in  his  power  to  make  him 
treasurer  of  Chelsea  hospital. 

He  was  now  sufficiently  rich ;  but  wealth  came  too  late 
to  be  long  enjoyed;  nor  could  it  secure  him  from  the 
calamities  of  life :  he  lost,  1755,  his  only  son ;  and  the 
year  after,  March  26,  a  stroke  of  the  palsy  brought  to  the 
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grmye  one  of  the  few  poets  to  wbom  tke  gmre  might  W 
without  its  terronrt. 

Of  Us  translations,  I  hare  only  c<Hflipared  Ae  first 
Olympick  Ode  with  the  original,  and  found  my  expecta- 
tion surpassed,  both  by  its  elegance  and  its  exactness.  He 
does  not  confine  himself  to  his  anAor's  train  of  stana&as:  for 
he  saw  ^at  the  difference  of  the  languages  required  a  dif- 
ferent mode  of  Tersification.  The  first  strophe  is  eminently 
happy :  in  the  second  he  has  a  little  strayed  from  Pindar's 
meaning,  who  says,  **  if  thou,  my  soul,  wisbest  to  speak  oi 
games,  look  not  in  the  desert  sky  for  a  planet  hotter  tbaa 
the  sun ;  nor  shall  we  tell  of  nobler  games  than  those  of 
Olympia."  He  is  sometimes  too  paraphrastieal.  Pindar 
bestows  upon  Hiero  an  epithet,  which,  in  one  word,  sig- 
nifies ^  delighting  in  horses ;"  a  word  which,  iu  the  trans* 
lation,  generates  these  lines : 

Hiero's  royal  brows,  whose  care 

Tends  the  courser's  noble  breed, 
Pleas'd  to  nurse  the  pregnant  mare, 

Pleas'd  to  train  the  youthful  steed. 

Pindar  says  of  Pelops,  that ''  he  came  alone  in  the  dark  to 
the  White  Sea;"  and  West, 

Near  the  billow-beaten  side 

Of  the  fbam-besilver'd  main. 

Darkling,  and  alone,  he  stood : 

which,  however,  is  less  exuberant  than  the  former  pas- 
sage. 

A  work  of  this  kind  must,  in  a  minute  examination,  dis- 
cover many  imperfections  ;  but  West's  version,  so  far  as  I 
have  considered  it,  appears  to  be  the  product  of  great 
labour  and  great  abilities. 

His  Institution  of  the  Charter,  1742,  is  written  with  suf- 
ficient knowledge  of  the  manners  that  prevailed  in  the  age 
to  which  it  is  referred,  and  with  great  elegance  of  diction ; 
but,  for  want  of  a  process  of  events,  neither  knowledge 
nor  elegance  preserve  the  reader  from  weariness. 

His  Imitations  of  Spenser  are  very  successfully  per* 
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formed,  both  with  respect  to  the  metre,  the  language,  and 
the  fiction ;  and  being  engaged  at  once  by  the  excellence 
of  the  sentiments,  and  the  artifice  of  the  copy,  the  mind 
has  two  amusements  together.  But  such  compositions  are 
not  to  be  reckoned  among  the  gpreat  achievements  of  in- 
tellect, because-  their  eflect  is  local  and  temporary ;  they 
iq>peal  not  to  reason  or  passion,  but  to  memory,  and  pre* 
suppose  an  accidental  or  artificial  state  of  mind.  An  imi- 
tation of  Spenser  is  nothing  to  a  reader,  howerer  acute,  by 
whom  Spenser  has  nerer  been  perused.  Works  of  this 
kind  may  deserve  praise,  as  proofs  of  great  industry,  and 
great  nicety  of  observation;  but  the  highest  praise,  the 
praise  of  genius,  they  cannot  claim.  The  noblest  beauties 
of  art  are  those  of  which  the  effect  is  coextended  with 
ratbnal  nature,  or,  at  least,  with  the  whole  circle  of  polished 
life ;  what  is  less  than  this  can  be  only  pretty,  the  play- 
thing of  fashion,  and  the  amusement  of  a  day.  ^ 

There  is,  in  the  Adventurer,  a  paper  of  verses  given  to 
one  of  the  authors  as  Mr.  West's,  and  supposed  to  have 
been  written  by  him.  It  should  not  be  concealed,  how- 
ever, that  it  is  printed  with  Mr.  Jago's  name  in  Dodsley*s 
collection,  and  is  mentioned  as  his  in  a  letter  of  Shen- 
stone's.  Perhaps  West  gave  it  wit^iout  naming  the  author; 
and  Hawkesworth,  receiving  it  from  him,  thought  it  his ; 
for  his  he  thought  it,  as  he  told  me,  and  as  he  tells  the 
publick. 
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William  Collins  was  born  at  Cbichester,  on  the  25th 
of  December,  about  1720.  His  father  was  a  hatter  of 
g^od  reputation.  He  was»  in  1733,  as  Dr.  Warton  has 
kindly  informed  me,  admitted  scholar  of  Winchester  cot 
lege,  where  he  was  educated  by  Dr.  Burton.  His  English 
exercises  were  better  than  his  Latin. 

He  first  courted  the  notice  of  the  publick  by  some 
▼erses  to  a  Lady  Weeping,  published  in  the  Gentleman's 
Magazine. 

•  In  1740,  he  stood  first  in  the  list  of  the  scholars  to  be 
receired  in  succession  at  New  college,  but  unhappily 
there  was  no  vacancy.  This  was  the  original  misfortune 
of  his  life.  He  became  a  commoner  of  Queen's  college, 
probably  with  a  scanty  maintenance;  but  was,  in  about 
half  a  year,  elected  a  demy  of  Magdalen  college,  where  he 
continued  till  he  had  taken  a  bacheWs  degree,  and  then 
suddenly  left  the  university ;  for  what  reason  I  know  not 
that  he  told. 

He  now,  about  1744,  came  to  London  a  literary  adven- 
turer, with  many  projects  in  his  head,  and  very  little 
money  in  his  pocket.  He  designed  many  works ;  but  his 
great  fault  was  irresolution ;  or  the  frequent  calls  of  imme- 
diate necessity  broke  his  schemes,  and  suffered  him  to  pur- 
sue no  settled  purpose.  A  man  doubtful  of  his  dinner,  or 
trembling  at  a  creditor,  is  not  much  disposed  to  abstracted 
meditation,  or  remote  inquires.  He  published  proposals 
for  a  History  of  the  Revival  of  Learning ;  and  I  have  heard 
him  speak  with  great  kindness  of  Leo  the  tenth,  and  with 
keen  resentment  of  his  tasteless  successour.  But  probably 
not  a  page  of  the  history  was  ever  written.  He  planned 
several  tragedies,  but  he  only  planned  them.  He  wrote 
now  and  then  odes  and  other  poems,  and  did  something, 
however  little. 

About  this  time  I  fell  into  his  company.     His  appear- 
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anoe  was  decent  and  manly ;  his  knowledge  considerable, 
Us  views  extensive,  his  conversation  elegant,  and  his  dis- 
position cheeritd.  By  degrees  I  gained  his  confidence ; 
and  one  day  was  admitted  to  him  when  he  was  immured  by 
a  bailiff,  that  was  prowUng  in  the  street.  On  this  occasion 
recourse  was  liad  to  the  booksellers,  who,  on  the  credit  of 
a  translatioB  of  Aristotie^s  Poeticks,  which  he  engaged  to 
-write  with  a  large  commentary,  advanced  as  much  money 
as  enabled  him  to  escape  into  the  country.  He  showed 
me  the  gumeas  safe  in  his  hand.  Soon  afterwards  his 
ancle,  Mr.  Mfartin,  a  lieatenant-colonel,  left  him  abont  two 
thousand  pounds;  a  sum  which  Collins  could  scarcely 
think  exhaustible,  and  which  he  did  not  live  to  exhaust. 
The  guineas  were  then  repaid,  and  the  translation  neg- 
lected. 

But  man  is  not  bom  for  happiness.  CoUins,  who,  while 
be  studied  to  live^  felt  no  evil  but  poverty,  no  sooner  lived 
to  study  than  his  Kfe  was  assailed  by  more  dreadfal  cala- 
mities, disease  and  insanity. 

Having  formerly  written  his  character^,  while,  perhaps, 
it  was  yet  more  distinctly  impressed  upon  my  memory,  I 
flfhall  insert  it  here. 

*'  Mr.  Collins  was  a  man  of  extensive  literature,  and  of 
vigorous  faculties.  He  was  acquainted  not  only  with  the 
learned  tongues,  but  with  the  Italian,  French,  and  Spanish 
languages.  He  had  employed  his  mind  chiefly  upon  works 
of  fiction,  and  subjects  of  fancy ;  and,  by  indulging  some 
peculiar  habits  of  thought,  was  eminently  delighted  with 
those  flights  of  imagination  which  pass  ttie  bounds  of  na- 
ture, and  to  which  the  mind  is  reconciled  only  by  a  passive 
acquiescence  in  popular  traditions.  He  loved  fairies, 
genii,  giants,  and  monsters ;  he  delighted  to  rove  through 
the  meanders  of  enchantment,  to  gaze  on  the  magnificence 
of  golden  palaces,  to  repose  by  the  waterfalls  of  elysian 
gardens.    • 

r  In  the  Poetical  Calendar,  a  collection  or  poenu  by  Fawkes  and  Woty,  in 
several  volnmes,  1763,  &c. 

VOL.  VIII.  D  d 
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*'  TfaU  was,  however,  the  character  rather  of  his  ineli*- 
nation  than  his  genius ;  the  grandeur  of  wildness,  and  the 
novelty  of  extravagance,  were  always  desired  by  him,  hut 
not  always  attained.  Yet,  as  diligence  is  never  wholly 
lost,  if  his  efforts  sometimes  caused  harshness  and  obr 
scurity,  they  likewise  produced,  in  happier  moments,  sub- 
limity and  splendour.  This  idea  which  he  had  formed  of 
excellence,  led  him  to  oriental  fictions  and  allegorical  ima- 
gery, and,  perhaps,  while  he  was  intent  upon  description, 
he  did  not  sufficiently  cultivate  sentiment.  His  poems  are 
the  productions  of  a  mind  not  deficient  in  fire,  nor  unfur- 
nished with  knowledge  either  of  books  or  life,  but  some- 
what obstructed  in  its  progress  by  deviation  in  quest  of 
mistaken  beauties. 

*'  His  morals  were  pure,  and  his  opinions  pious ;  in  a 
long  continuance  of  poverty,  and  long  habits  of  dissipation, 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  any  character  should  be  exactly 
uniform.  There  is  a  degree  of  want,  by  which  the  freedom 
of  agency  u  almost  destroyed ;  and  long  association  with 
fortuitous  companions  will,  at  last,  relax  the  strictness  of 
truth,  and  abate  the  fervour  of  sincerity.  That  this  man, 
wise  and  virtuous  as  he  was,  passed  always  unentangled 
through  the  snares  of  life,  it  would  be  prejudice  and  teme- 
rity to  affirm ;  but  it  may  be  said  that  at  least  he  preserved 
the  source  of  action  unpolluted,  that  his  principles  were 
never  shaken,  that  his  distinctions  of  right  and  wrong  were 
never  confounded,  and  that  his  faults  had  nothing  of  ma- 
lignity or  design,  but  proceeded  from  some  unexpected 
pressure,  or  casual  temptation. 

"  The  latter  part  of  his  life  cannot  be  remembered  but 
with  pity  and  sadness.  He  languished  some  years  under 
that  depression  of  mind  which  enchains  the  faculties  with^ 
out  destroying  them,  and  leaves  reason  the  knowledge  of 
right  without  the  power  of  pursuing  it.  These  clouds 
which  he  perceived  gathering  on  his  intellects,  he  endea- 
voured to  disperse  by  travel,  and  passed  into  France ;  but 
found  himself  constrained  to  yield  to  his  malady,  and  re- 
turned.    He  was,  for  some  time,  confined  in  a  house  of 
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lanaticksy  and  afterwards  retired  to  the  care  of  bis  sister 
in  Chichester,  where  death,  in  1756,  came  to  his  relief\ 

"  After  his  return  from  France,  the  writer  of  this  cha- 
racter paid  him  a  visit  at  Islington,  where  he  was  waiting 
for  his  sister,  whom  he  had  directed  to  meet  him :  there 
was  then  nothing  of  disorder  discernible  in  his  mind  by 
any  but  himself;  but  he  had  withdrawn  from  study,  and 
travelled  with  no  other  book  than  an  English  testament, 
such  as  children  carry  to  the  school :  when  his  friend  took 
it  into  his  hand,  out  of  curiosity,  to  see  what  companion  a 
man  of  letters  had  chosen,  '  I  have  but  one  book,'  said 
Collins,  *  but  that  is  the  best.* " 

Such  was  the  fate  of  Collins,  with  whom  I  once  de- 
lighted to  coiiverse,  and  whom  I  yet  remember  with  ten- 
derness. 

He  was  visited  at  Chichester,  in  his  last  illness,  by  his 
lefumed  friends.  Dr.  Warton  and  his  brother ;  to  whom  he 
spoke  with  disapprobation  of  his  Oriental  Eclogues,  as  not 
sufficiently  expressive  of  Asiatick  manners,  and  called 
them  his  Irish  Eclogues.  He  showed  them,  at  the  same 
time,  an  ode  inscribed  to  Mr.  John  Hume,  on  the  super- 
stitions of  the  Highlands ;  which  they  thought  superiour  to 
his  other  works,  but  which  no  search  has  yet  found  S 

His  disorder  was  not  alienation  of  mind,  but  general 
laxity  and  feebleness,  a  deficiency  rather  of  his  vital  than 
intellectual  powers.  What  he  spoke  wanted  neither  judg- 
ment nor  spirit ;  but  a  few  minutes  exhausted  him,  so  that 
he  was  forced  to  rest  upon  the  couch,  till  a  short  cessation 
restored  his  powers,  and  he  was  again  able  to  talk  with  his 
former  vigour. 

The  approaches  of  this  dreadful  malady  he  beg^n  to  feel 
soon  after  his  uncle's  death ;  and,  with  the  usual  weakness 
of  men  so  diseased,  eagerly  snatched  that  temporary  re- 
lief, with  which  the  table  and  the  bottle  flatter  and  seduce. 

*  A  monument  of  exquisite  workmanship,  by  Flaxman,  is  erected  in  Chichester 
to  CoUins's  memory, 
t  It  is  printed  in  the  late  coUection. 
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Bat  bis  health  contiBually  declined,  and  be  grew  more  and 
more  burdensome  to  himself. 

To  what  I  have  formerly  said  of  his  writings  may  be 
added,  that  his  diction  was  often  harsh,  nnskilfnlly  labonr- 
ed,-  and  injndicionsly  selected.  He  affected  the  obsolete 
when  it  was  not  worthy  of  revival ;  and  he  pats  his  words 
oat  of  the  common  order,  seeming  to  think,  with  some 
later  candidates  for  fame,  that  not  to  write  prose  is  cer- 
tainly to  write  poetry.  His  lines  commonly  are  of  slow 
motion,  clogged  and  impeded  with  clusters  of  consonants. 
As  men  are  often  esteemed  who  cannot  be  loved,  so  the 
poetry  of  Collins  may,  sometimes,  extort  praise  when  it 
gives  little  pleasure. 

Mr.  CoUins's  first  production  is  added  here  from  the 
Poetical  Calendar. 

TO  MISS  AURELIA  C R,' 

ON  HER  WBEPINO  AT  HER  SISTBR's  WEDDING. 

Cease,  fak  Aurelia,  cease  to  mourn ; 

Lament  not  Hannah's  happy  state ; 
You  may  be  happy  in  your  turn. 

And  seize  the  treasure  you  r^ret. 

With  love  united  hymen  stands. 

And  softly  whispers  to  your  charms, 
"  Meet  but  your  lover  in  my  bands. 

You'll  find  your  sister  in  his  arms." 
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4oHN  Dybj^  of  whom  I  have  no  other  accomtt  to  give 
than  bis  own  letters*  published  with  Hughes^s  eorrespoiid- 
ence,  and  the  notes  added  by  the  editor,  have  afforded 
me,  was  bom  in  1700,  the  second  son  of  Robert  Dyer,  of 
Aberglasney,  in  Caermarthenshire,  a  solicitcHr  of  great  ca- 
pacity and  note. 

He  passed  through  Westminster  school  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Freindy  and  was  then  called  home  to  be  instructed 
in  his  father^s  profession.  But  his  father  died  soon,  and 
he  took  no  delight  in  the  study  of  the  law ;  but  having 
always  amused  himself  with  drawing,  resolved  to  turn 
painter,  and  became  pupil  to  Mr.  Richardson,  an  artist 
then  of  high  reputation,  but  now  better  known  by  his  books 
than  by  his  pictures. 

Having  studied  awhile  under  his  master,  he  became,  as 
be  tells  his  friend,  an  itinerant  painter,  and  wandered 
about  South  Wales,  and  the  parts  adjacent ;  but  he  min- 
gled poetry  with  painting,  and,  about  1727,  printed  Gron- 
gar  Hill  in  Lewis's  Miscellany. 

Being,  probably,  unsatisfied  with  his  own  proficiency, 
he,  like  other  painters,  travelled  to  Italy ;  and  coming 
back  in  1740,  published  the  Ruins  of  Rome. 

If  his  poem  was  written  soon  after  his  return,  he  did  not 
make  much  use  of  his  acquisitions  in  painting,  whatever 
they  might  be ;  for  decline  of  health  and  love  of  study  de- 
termined him  to  the  church.  He,  therefore,  entered  into 
orders;  and,  it  seems,  married,  about  the  same  time,  a 
lady  of  the  name  of'*  Ensor,  whose  grandmother,"  says  he, 
''  was  a  Shakespeare,  descended  from  a  brother  of  every 
body's  Shakespeare ;"  by  her,  in  1756,  he  had  a  son  and 
three  daughters  living. 

His  ecclesiastical  provision  was,  for  a  long  time,  but 
•lender.     His  first  patron,  Mr.  Harper,  gave  him,  in  1741» 
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Calthorp,  in  Leicestershire,  of  eighty  pounds  a  year,  on 
which  he  lived  ten  years,  and  then  exchanged  it  for  Belch- 
ford,  in  Lincolnshire,  of  seventy-five.  His  condition  now 
began  to  mend.  In  1751,  sir  John  Heathcote  gave  him 
Coningsby,  of  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  a  year ;  and, 
ia  1755,  the  chancellor  added  Kirkby,  of  one  hundred  and 
ten.  He  complains  that  the  repair  of  the  house  at  Con- 
ingsby, and  other  expenses,  took  away  the  profit.  In  1757 
he  published  the  Fleece,  his  greatest  poetical  work ;  of 
which  I  will  not  suppress  a  ludicrous  story.  Dodsley,  the 
bookseller,  was  one  day  mentioning  it  to  a  critical  visiter, 
with  more  expectation  of  success  than  the  other  could 
easily  admit.  In  the  conversation  the  author's  age  was 
asked  ;  and  being  represented  as  advanced  in  life,  *'  He 
will,"  said  the  critick,  "  be  buried  in  woollen." 

He  did  not,  indeed,  long  survive  that  publication,  nor 
'  long  enjoy  the  increase  of  his  preferments ;  for  in  1758 
(July  24th,)  he  died. 

Dyer  is  not  a  poet  of  bulk  or  dignity  sufficient  to  require 
an  elaborate  criticism.  Grongar  Hill  is  the  happiest  of  his 
productions :  it  is  not,  indeed,  very  accurately  written ;  but 
the  scenes  which  it  displays  are  so  pleasing,  the  images 
which  they  raise  are  so  welcome  to  the  mind,  and  the  re* 
flections  of  the  writer  so  consonant  to  the  general  sense  or 
experience  of  mankind,  that  when  it  is  once  read,  it  will 
be  read  again. 

The  idea  of  the  Ruins  of  Rome  strikes  more  but  pleases 
less,  and  the  title  raises  greater  expectation  than  the  per- 
formance gratifies.  Some  passages,  however,  are  conceiv- 
ed with  the  mind  of  a  poet ;  as  when,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  dilapidating  edifices,  he  says. 

The  pilgrim  oft 
At  dead  of  night,  mid  his  orison  hears 
Aghast  the  voice  of  time,  disparting  tow'rs. 
Tumbling  all  precip'tate  down,  dash'd. 
Rattling  around,  loud  thundering  to  the  moon. 

Of  the  Fleece,  which  never  became  popular,  and  is  now 
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universally  neglected,  I  can  say  little  that  is  likely  to  recall 
it  to  attention.  The  woolcomber  and  the  poet  appear  to 
me  such  discordant  natures,  that  an  attempt  to  bring  them 
together  is  to  couple  the  serpent  with  the  fowl.  When 
Dyer,  whose  mind  was  not  unpoetical,  has  done  hid  ut- 
most, by  interesting  his  reader  in  our  native  commodity, 
by  interspersing  rural  imagery,  and  incidental  digressions, 
by  clothing  small  images  in  great  words,  and  by  all  the 
writer's  arts  of  delusion,  the  meanness  naturally  adhering, 
and  the  irreverence  habitually  annexed  to  trade  and  manu- 
facture, sink  him  under  insuperable  oppression ;  and  the 
disgust  which  blank  verse,  encumbering  and  encumbered, 
superadds  to  an  unpleasing  subject,  soon  repels  the  reader, 
however  willing  to  be  pleased. 

Let  me,  however,  honestly  report  whatever  may  coun- 
terbalance this  weight  of  censure.  I  have  been  told,  that 
Akenside,  who,  upon  a  poetical  question,  has  a  right  to  be 
heard,  said,  **  That  he  would  regulate  his  opinion  of  the 
reigning  taste  by  the  fate  of  Dyer's  Fleece ;  for  if  that  were 
ill-received,  he  should  not  think  it  any  longer  reasonable  tQ 
expect-fame  from  excellence," 
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William  Shbnstonb,  the  son  of  Thonas  ShenstoB^ 
and  Anne  Pen,  was  born  in  NoyemJber,  1714,  at  the  Lea^ 
sowes  in  Hales-Owen,  one  of  those  insulated  districts 
which,  in  the  division  of  the  kingdom,  was  appended,  (09 
some  reason,  not  now  discoverable,  to  a  distant  county ; 
and  which,  though  surrounded  by  Warwickshire  and  Wor- 
cestershire, belongs  to  Shropshire,  though,  perhaps,  thirty 
miles  distant  from  any  other  part  of  it 

He>  learned  to  read  of  an  old  dame,  whom  his  poem 
of  the  Schoolmistress  has  delivered  to  posterity  v  and  soon 
received  such  delight  from  books,  that  he  was  always  call- 
ing for  fresh  entertainment,  and  expected  that,  when  any  of 
the  family  went  to  market,  a  new  book  should  be  brought 
him,  which,  when  it  came,  was  in  fondness  carried  to  bed 
and  laid  by  him.  It  is  said,  that,  when  his  request  had  been 
neglected,  his  mother  wrapped  up  a  piece  of  wood  of  the 
same  form,  and  pacified  him  for  the  night. 

As  he  grew  older,  he  went  for  awhile  to  the  g^rammar- 
school  in  Hales-Owen,  and  was  placed  afterwards  with 
Mr.  Crumpton,  an  eminent  schoolmaster  at  Solihul,  where 
he  distinguished  himself  by  the  quickness  of  his  progress. 

When  he  was  young,  June,  1724,  he  was  deprived  of 
his  father,  and  soon  after,  August,  1726,  of  his  grand- 
father; and  was,  with  his  brother,  who  died  afterwards 
unmarried,  left  to  the  care  of  his  grandmother,  who  ma- 
naged the  estate. 

From  school  he  was  sent,  in  1732,  to  Pembroke  college, 
in  Oxford,  a  society  which,  for  half  a  century,  has  been 
eminent  for  English  poetry  and  elegant  literature.  Here 
it  appears  that  he  found  delight  and  advantage ;  for  he 
continued  his  name  in  the  book  ten  years,  though  he  took 
no  degree.  After  the  first  four  years  be  put  on  the  civi- 
lian's gown,  but  without  showing  any  intention  to  engage 
in  the  profession. 
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About  the  time  when  he  went  to  Oxford,  the  death  of 
his  grandmother  deyolved  his  affiurs  to  the  care  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  DofaDan,  of  Brome,  in  Staffordshire,  whose 
attention  he  always  mentioned  with  gratitude. 

At  Oxford  he  employed  himself  upon  English  poetry ; 
and,  inl737y  published  a  small  miscellany,  without  his  name. 

He  then  for  a  time  wandered  about  to  acquaint  himself 
with  life,  and  was  sometimes  at  London,  sometimes  at 
Bath,  or  any  other  place  of  publick  resort ;  but  he  did  not 
forget  his  poetry.  He  published,  in  1741,  his  Judgment  of 
Hercules,  addressed  to  Mr.  Lyttelton,  whose  interest  he 
supported  with  great  warmth  at  an  election :  this  was  next 
year  followed  by  the  Schoolmistress.  • 

Mr.  Dolman,  to  whose  care  he  was  indebted  for  his  ease 
and  leisure,  died  in  1745,  and  the  care  of  his  own  fortune 
now  fell  upon  him.  He  tried  to  escape  it  awhile,  and 
lived  at  his  house  with  his  tenants,  who  were  distantly  re- 
lated ;  but  finding  that  imperfect  possession  inconvenient, 
he  took  the  whole  estate  into  his  own  hands,  more  to  the 
improvement  of  its  beauty,  than  the  increase  of  its  produce. 

Now  was  excited  his  delight  in  rural  pleasures,  and  his 
ambition  of  rural  elegance :  he  began,  from  this  time,  to 
point  his  prospects,  to  diversify  his  surface,  to  entangle  his 
walks,  and  to  wind  his  waters;  which  he  did  with  such 
judgment  and  such  fancy,  as  made  his  little  domain  the 
envy  of  the  great,  and  the  admiration  of  the  skilful;  a 
place  to  be  visited  by  travellers,  and  copied  by  designers. 
Whether  to  plant  a  walk  in  undulating  curves,  and  to  place 
a  bench  at  every  turn  where  there  is  an  object  to  catch  the 
view ;  to  make  water  run  where  it  will  be  heard,  and  to 
stagnate  where  it  will  be  seen ;  to  leave  intervals  where  the 
eye  will  be  pleased,  and  to  thicken  the  plantation  where 
there  is  something  to  be  hidden ;  demands  any  great  powers 
of  mind,  I  will  not  inquire :  perhaps  a  surly  and  sullen  spe- 
culator may  think  such  performances  rather  the  sport  than 
the  business  of  himian  reason.'  But  it  must  be  at  least  con* 
fessed,  that  to  embellish  the  form  of  nature  is  an  innocent 
amusement ;  and  some  praise  must  be  allowed,  by  the  most 
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supercilious  observer,  to  him  who  does  best  what  such  nml- 
titudes  are  contending  to  do 'well. 

This  praise  was  the  praise  of  Shenstone ;  hni,  like  all 
other  modes  of  felicity,  it  was  not  enjoyed  without  its 
abatements.  Lyttelton  was  his  neighbour  and  his  riyaU 
whose  empire,  spacious  and  opulent,  looked  with  disdain 
on  the  petty  state  that  appeared  behind  it.  For  awhile  the 
inhabitants  of  Hagley  affected  to  tell  their  acquaintance  of 
the  little  fellow  that  was  trying  to  make  himself  admired  ; 
but  when,  by  degrees,  the  Leasowes  forced  themselves  into 
notice,  they  took  care  to  defeat  the  curiosity  which  they 
could  not  suppress,  by  conducting  their  visitants  perversely 
to  inconvenient  points  of  view,  and  introducing  them  at 
the  wrong  end  of  a  walk  to  detect  a  deception ;  injuries 
of  which  Shenstone  would  heavily  complain.  Where  there 
is  emulation  there  will  be  vanity;  and  where  there  is 
vanity  there  will  be  folly  ". 

The  pleasure  of  Shenstone  was  all  in  his  eye  :  he  valued 
what  he  valued  merely  for  its  looks ;  nothing  raised  his  indig- 
nation more  than  to  ask  if  there  were  any  fishes  in  his  water. 

His  house  was  mean,  and  he  did  not  improve  it;  his  care 
was  of  hb  grounds.  When  he  came  home  from  his  walks, 
he  might  find  his  floors  flooded  by  a  shower  through  the 
broken  roof;  but  could  spare  no  money  for  its  reparation. 

In  time  his  expenses  brought  clamours  about  him,  that 
overpowered  the  lamb's  bleat  and  the  linnet's  song ;  and 
his  groves  were  haunted  by  beings  very  different  from 
fawns  and  fairies  '.   He  spent  his  estate  in  adorning  it,  and 

"  This  charge  against  the  Lyttelton  family  has  been  denied,  with  some  degree 
of  wannth,  by  Mr.  Potter,  and  sbce  by  Mr.  Graves.  The  latter  says,  "  The 
truth  of  the  case,  I  believe,  was,  that  Uie  Lyttelton  family  went  so  frequently 
with  their  family  to  the  Leasowes,  that  they  were  unwilling  to  break  in  upon 
Mr.  Shenstone 's  retirement  on  eTery  occasion,  and,  therefore,  often  went  to  the 
priiicipal  points  of  view  without  waiting  for  any  one  to  conduct  them  regularly 
throiigh  the  whole  walks.  Of  this  Mr.  Shenstone  would  sometimes  peevishly 
complain;  though,  I  am  persuaded,  he  never  really  suspected  any  iU-natured 
intention  in  his  worthy  and  much-valued  neighbours."    R. 

*  Mr.  Graves,  however,  expresses  his  belief  that  this  is  a  groundless  surmise. 
"  Mr.  Shenstone,"  he  adds,  **  was  too  much  respected  in  the  neighbourhood  to  be 
treated  with  rudeness ;  and  though  his  works,  (frugally  as  they  were  managed) 
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his  death  was  probably  hastened  by.  his  anxieties.  He 
was  a  lamp  tfaat'spent  its  oil  ia.hlazing^.  It  is  said,  that  if 
he  Eadlived  a  little  longer,  he  would  have  been  assisted  by  a 
pension  :  such  bounty  could  not  have  been  ever  more  pro- 
perly bestowed ;  but  that  it  was  ever  asked  is  not  certain ; 
it  is  too  certain  that  it  never  was  enjoyed. 

He  died  at  the  Leasowes,  of  a  putrid  fever,  about  five 
on  Friday  morning,  February  11,  1763;  and  was  buried 
by  the  side  of  his  brother  in  the  church-yard  of  Hales-Owen. 

He  was  never  married,  though  he  might  have  obtained 
the  lady,  whoever  she  was,  to  whom  his  Pastoral  Ballad 
was  addressed.  He  b  represented,  by  his  friend  Dodslej^ 
as  a  man  of  great  tenderness  and  generosity,  kind  to  all 
that  were  within  his  influence :  but,  if  once  offended,  not 
easily  appeased ;  inattentive  to  economy,  and  careless  of 
his  expenses ;  in  his  person  he  was  larger  than  the  middle 
size,  with  something  clumsy  in  his  form ;  very  negligent  of 
his  clothes,  and  remarkable  for  wearing  his  grey  hair  in  a 
particular  manner ;  for  he  held  that  the  fashion  was  no  rule 
of  dress,  and  that  every  man  was  to  suit  his  appearance  to 
his  natural  form '. 

His  mind  was  not  very  comprehensive,  nor  his  curiosity 
active;  he  had  no  value  for  those  parts  of  knowledge 
which  he  had  not  himself  cultivated. 

His  life  was  unstained  by  any  crime;  the  Elegy  on 
Jesse,  which  has  been  supposed  to  relate  an  unfortunate 

added  to  his  manner  of  living,  must  necessarily  have  made  him  exceed  his  in- 
come, and,  of  course,  he  might  sometimes  be  distressed  for  money,  yet  he  had 
too  much  spirit  to  expose  himself  to  insults  from  trifling  sums,  and  guarded 
against  any  great  distress,  by  anticipating  a  few  hundreds ;  which  hb  estate 
could  very  well  bear,  as  appeared  by  what  remained  to  his  executors  after  the 
payment  of  his  debts,  and  his  legacies  to  his  friends,  and  annuities  of  thirty 
pounds  a  year  to  one  servant,  and  six  pounds  to  another,  for  his  vrill  was  dic- 
tated with  equal  justice  and  generosity.    R. 

7  We  may,  however,  say  with  the  Grecian  orator,  Sri  AnoKKi/iuvoQ  tl/^aivti, 
he  gives  forth  a  fragrance  as  he  wastes  away.    Ed. 

«  "  These,"  says  Mr,  Graves,  **  were  not  precisely  his  sentiments,  though 
he  thought,  right  enough,  that  every  one  should,  in  some  degree,  consult  his 
particular  shape  and  complexion  in  adjusting  his  dress ;  and  that  no  fashion 
ought  to  sanctify  what  was  ungraceful,  absurd,  or  really  deformed.'' 
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aad  criminal  amour  of  his  own,  was  known  by  his  frienda 
to  have  been  suggested  by  the  story  of  Miss  Crodfrey»  in 
Riobardson's  Pamela. 

What  Gray  tbongfat  of  his  eharacter,  firom  the  perusal  of 
hia  letters,  was  this : 

'*  I  have  read,  too,  an  octavo  volume  of  Shenstone's  let- 
ters. Poor  man !  he  was  always  wishing  for  money,  (or 
fame,  and  other  distinctions;  and  his  whole  philosophy 
consisted  in  living  against  his  will  in  retirement,  and  in  a 
place  which  his  taste  had  adorned,  but  which  he  only  en* 
joyed  when  people  of  note  came  to  see  and  commend  it ; 
his  correspondence  is  aboat  nothing  else  but  this  place  and 
his  own  writings*  with  two  or  three  neighbouring  clergy- 
men, who  wrote  verses  too.** 

His  poems  consist  of  elegies,  odes,  and  ballads,  homor- 
ous  sallies,  and  moral  pieces. 

His  conception  o^an  elegy  he  has  in  his  preface  very 
i  judiciously  and  discriminately  explained.  It  is,  accord- 
ing to  his  account,  the  effusion  of  a  contemplative  mind, 
sometimes  plaintive,  and  always  serious,  and,  therefore,  su- 
periour  to  the  glitter  of  slight  ornaments.  His  composi- 
tions suit  not  ill  to  this  description.  His  topicks  of  praise 
are  the  domestick  virtues,  and  his  thoughts  are  pure  and 
simple ;  but^  wanting  combination^they  want  variety.  The 
peace  of  solitude,  the  innocence  of  inactivity,  and  the 
unenvied  security  of  an  bumble  station,  can  fill  but  a  few 
pages.  That  of  which  the  essence  is  uniformity  will  be 
soon  described.  His  elegies  have,  therefore,  too  much  re« 
semblance  of  each  other. 

The  lines  are,  sometimes,  such  as  elegy  requires,  smooth 
and  easy ;  but  to  this  praise  his  claim  is  not  constant ;  his 
diction  is  often  harsh,  improper,  and  affected :  his  words 
ill-coined,  or  ill-chosen;  and  his  phrase  unskilfully  in- 
verted. 

The  lyrick  poems  are  almost  all  of  the  light  and  airy 
kind,  such  as  trip  lightly  and  nimbly  along,  without  the 
load  of  any  weighty  meaning.  From  these,  however. 
Rural  Elegance  has  some. right  to  be  excepted.     I  once 
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heard  it  praised  by  a  very  learned  lady ;  and,  though  the 
lines  are  irregular,  and  the  thoughts  diffused  with  too  much 
verbosity,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  to  contain  both  philoso- 
phical argument  and  poetical  spirit. 

Of  the  rest  I  caoiiot  tiimk  any  excellent :  the  Skylark 
pleases  me  best,  which  has,  however,  more  of  the  epigram 
than  of  the  ode. 

But  the  four  parts  of  his  Pastoral  Ballad  demand  par- 
ticular notice.  I  cannot  but  regret  that  it  is  pastoral : 
an  intelligent  reader,  acquainted  with  the  scenes  of  real; 
life,  sickens  at  the  mention  of  the  crook,  the  pipe,  the; 
sheep,  and  the  kids,  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  bring  for- 
ward to  notice,  for  the  poet's  art  is  selection,  and  he  ought 
to  show  the  beauties  without  the  grossness  of  the  country 
life.  His  stanza  seems  to  have  been  chosen  in  imitation 
of  Rowe's  Despairing  Shepherd. 

In  the  first  part  are  two  passages,  to  which  if  any  mind 
denies  its  sympathy,  it  has  no  acquaintance  with  love  or 
nature : 

J  priz'd  ev'ry  hour  that  went  by. 

Beyond  all  that  had  pleas'd  me  before ; 
But  now  they  are  past,  and  I  sigh. 

And  I  grieve  that  I  priz'd  them  no  more. 

When  forc'd  the  fidr  nymph  to  forego. 

What  anguish  I  felt  in  my  heart ! 
Yet  I  thought  (but  it  might  not  be  so) 

'Twas  with  pain  that  she  saw  me  depart. 

She  gaz'd,  as  I  slowly  withdrew ; 

My  path  I  could  hardly  discern ; 
So  sweetly  she  bade  me  adieu^ 

I  thought  that  she  bade  me  return. 

In  the  second,  this  passage  has  its  pretiiness,  though  it 
be  not  equal  to  the  former : 

I  have  found  out  a  gift  for  my  fair  ; 

I  have  found  where  the  woodpigeons  breed  ; 
But  let  me  that  plunder  forbear. 

She  will  say  'twas  a  barbanms  deed  : 
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Fot  he  ne'er  obuld  be  true^  she  averr'd,  - 

Who  could  rob  a  poor  bird  of  its  young ; 

And  I  lov'd  her  the  more  when  I  heard 
Such  tenderness  fall  from  her  tongue. 

In  the  third,  he  mentions  the  commonplaces  of  amorous 
poetry  with  some  address : 

'Tis  his  with  mock  passion  to  glow  ! 

'Tis  his  in  smooth  tales  to  unfold^ 
How  her  face  is  as  bright  as  the  snow^ 

And  her  bosom>  be  sure^  is  as  cold ; 

How  the  nightingales  labour  the  strain^ 

With  the  notes  of  his  charmer  to  vie ; 
How  they  vary  their  accents  in  vain. 

Repine  at  her  triumphs  and  die. 

In  the  fourth,  I  find  nothing  better  than  this  natural 
strain  of  hope : 

Alas  !  from  the  day  that  we  met. 

What  hope  of  an  end  to  my  woes, 
When  I  cannot  endure  to  forget 

The  glance  that  undid  my  repose  ? 

Yet  time  may  diminish  the  pain : 

The  flow'r,  and  the  shrub,  and  the  tree. 

Which  I  rear'd  for  her  pleasure  in  vain. 
In  time  may  have  comfort  for  me. 

His  Levities  are,  by  their  title,  exempted  from  the 
severities  of  criticism  ;  yet  it  may  be  remarked,  in  a  few 
words,  that  his  humour  is  sometimes  gross,  and  seldom, 
sprightly. 

Of  the  moral  poems,  the  first  is  the  Choice  of  Hercules, 
from  Xenophon.  The  numbers  are  smooth,  the  diction 
elegant,  and  the  thoughts  just ;  but  something  of  vigour  is 
still  to  be  wished,  which  it  might  have  had  by  brevity  and 
compression.  His  Fate  of  Delicacy  has  an  air  of  gaiety, 
but  not  a  very  pointed  general  moral.  His  blank  verses, 
those  that  can  read  them  may,  probably,  find  to  be  like  the 
blank  verses  of  his  neighbours.     Love  and  Honour  is  de- 
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rived  from  the  old  ballad,  *'  Did  yoa  not  hear  of  a  Spanish 
Lady  ?" — I  wish  it  well  enough  to  wish  it  were  in  rhyme. 

The  Schoolmistress,  of  which  I  know  not  what  claim  it 
has  to  stand  among  the  moral  works,  is  surely  the  most 
pleasing  of  Shenstone*s  performances.  The  adoption  of  a 
particular  style,  in  light  and  short  compositions,  contributes 
much  to.  the  increase  of  pleasure  :  we  are  entertained  at 
once  with  two  imitations,  of  nature  in  the  sentiments,  of 
the  original  author  in  the  style,  and  between  them  the 
mind  is  kept  in  perpetual  employment. 

The  general  recommendation  of  Shenstone  is  easiness 
and  simplicity ;  his  general  defect  is  want  of  comprehen- 
sion and  variety.  Had  his  mind  been  better  stored  with 
knowledge,  whether  he  could  have  been  great,  I  know 
not ;  he  could  certainly  have  been  agreeable*. 

*  Mr.  D*l8raeli's  remarks  on  Shenstone  and  his  writings,  may  be  profit- 
ably compared  with  Johnson's  life.  See  last  edition  of  the  Cunosities  of  li* 
terature.    Ed. 
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Thb  following  life  was  written,  at  my  request,  by  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  better  information  than  I  could  easily  have 
obtained ;  and  the  publick  will,  perhaps,  wish  that  I  had 
solicited  and  obtained  more  such  favours  from  him  ^. 

"  Dbar  Sir, — In  consequence  of  our  different  conver- 
sations about  authentick  materials  for  the  life  of  Young,  I 
send  you  the  following  detail. 

**  Of  great  men,  something  must  always  be  said  to 
gratify  curiosity.  Of  the  illustrious  author  of  the  Night 
Thoughts  much  has  been  told  of  which  there  never  could 
have  been  proofs ;  and  little  care  appears  to  have  been 
taken  to  tell  that,  of  which  proofs,  with  little  trouble,  might 
have  been  procured." 

Edward  Young  was  born  at  Upham,  near  Winchester, 
in  June,  1681.  He  was  the  son  of  Edward  Young,  at 
that  time  fellow  of  Winchester  college,  and  rector  of 
Upham ;  who  was  the  son  of  Jo.  Young,  of  Woodhay, 
in  Berkshire,  styled  by  Wood,  gentleman.  In  September, 
1682,  the  poef  s  father  was  collated  to  the  prebend  of  Gil- 
lingham  Minor,  in  the  church  of  Sarum,  by  bishop  Ward. 
When  Ward's  faculties  were  impaired  through  age,  his 
duties  were  necessarily  performed  by  others.  We  learn 
from  Wood,  that  at  a  visitation  of  Sprat's,  July  the 
12th,  1686,  the  prebendary  preached  a  Latin  sermon,  af- 
terwards published,  with  which  the  bishop  was  so  pleased, 
that  he  told  the  chapter  he  was  concerned  to  find  the 
preacher  had  one  of  the  worst  prebends  in  their  church. 
Some  time  after  this,  in  consequence  of  his  merit  and  re- 

^  See  Gent.  Mag.  vol.  Ixx.  p.  225.    N. 
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pntation,  or  of  the  interest  of  lord  Bradford,  to  whom,  in 
1702,  he  dedicated  two  volumes  of  sermonsi  he  was  ap^ 
pointed  chaplain  to  king  William  and  qneen  Mary,  and 
preferred  to  the  deanery  of  Sarum.  Jacob,  who  wrote  in 
1720,  says,  **  he  was  chaplain  and  clerk  of  the  closet  to 
the  late  queen,  who  honoured  him  by  standing  godmother 
to  the  poet."  His  fellowship  of  Winchester  he  resigned 
in  favour  of  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Harris,  who  mar- 
ried his  only  daughter.  The  dean  died  at  Sarum,  after  a 
short  illness,  in  1705,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age. 
On  the  Sunday  after  his  decease,  bishop  Burnet  preached 
at  the  cathedral,  and  began  his  sermon  with  saying, 
**  Death  has  been  of  late  walking  round  us,  and  making 
breach  upon  breach  upon  us,  and  has  now  carried  away 
the  head  of  this  body  with  a  stroke ;  so  that  he,  whom  yon 
saw  a  week  ago  distributing  the  holy  mysteries,  is  now 
laid  in  the  dust.  But  he  still  lives  in  the  many  excellent 
directions  he  has  left  us,  both  how  to  live  and  how  to  die." 
The  dean  placed  his  son  upon  the  foundation  at  Win* 
Chester  college,  where  he  had  himself  been  educated.  At 
this  school  Edward  Young  remained  till  the  election  after 
his  eighteenth  birthday,  the  period  at  which  those  upon 
the  foundation  are  superannuated.  Whether  he  did  not 
betray  his  abilities  early  in  life,  or  his  masters  had  not 
skill  enough  to  discover  in  tfieir  pupil  any  marks  of  genius 
for  which  he  merited  reward,  or  no  vacancy  at  Oxford  af- 
forded them  an  opportunity  to  bestow  upon  him  the  reward 
provided  for  merit  by  William  of  Wykeham ;  certain  it  is, 
that  to  an  Oxford  fellowship  our  poet  did  not  succeed* 
By  chance,  or  by  choice.  New  college  cannot  claim  the 
honour  of  numbering  among  its  fellows  him  who  wrote 
the  Night  Thoughts. 

'  On  the  13th  of  October,  1703,.  he  was  entered  an  inde- 
pendent member  of  New  college,  that  he  might  live  at 
little  expense  in  the  warden's  lodging^,  who  was  a  par^ 
ticular  friend  of  his  father,  till  he  should  be  qualified  to 
stand  for  a  fellowship  at  All  Souls.  In  a  few  months  the 
warden  of  New  college  died.      He  then   removed  to 
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Corpus  college.  The  president  of  this  society,  from  re- 
gard  also  for  his  father,  invited  him  thither,  in  order  to 
lessen  his  academical  expenses.  In  1708,  he  was  nomi- 
nated to  a  law-fellowship  at  All  Souls  by  archbishop 
Tenison,  into  whose  hands  it  came  by  devolution.  Such 
repeated  patronage,  while  it  justifies  Burnetts  praise  of 
the  father,  reflects  credit  on  the  conduct  of  the  son.  The 
manner  in  which  it  was  exerted,  seems  to  prove  that  the 
father  did  not  leave  behind  him  much  wealth. 

On  the  23rd  of  April,  1714,  Young  took  his  degree  of 
bachelor  of  civil  laws,  and  his  doctor's  degree  on  the  10th 
of  June,  1719. 

Soon  afler  he  went  to  Oxford,  he  discovered,  it  is  said, 
an  inclination  for  pupils.  Whether  he  ever  commenced 
tutor  is  not  known.  None  has  hitherto  boasted  to  have 
received  his  academical  instruction  from  the  author  of  the 
Night  Thoughts. 

It  is  probable  that  his  college  was  proud  of  him  no  less 
as  a  scholar  than  as  a  poet ;  for  in  1716,  when  the  fouida- 
tion  of  the  Codrington  library  was  laid,  two  years  after  he 
had  taken  his  bachelor's  degree.  Young  was  appointed  to 
apeak  the  Latin  oration.  This  is,  at  least,  particular  for 
being  dedicated  in  English,  **  To  the  ladies  of  the  Cod- 
rington family .**  To  these  ladies  he  says,  ^'  that  he  was 
unavoidably  flung  into  a  singularity,  by  being  obliged  to 
write  an  epistle  dedicatory  void  of  commonplace,  and 
such  a  one  as  was  never  published  before  by  any  author 
whatever ;  th^t  this  practice  absolved  tiiem  from  any  obli- 
gation of  reading  what  was  presented  to  them,  and  that 
the  bookseller  approved  of  it,  because  it  would  make  peo- 
ple stare,  was  absurd  ehough,  and  perfectly  right'' 

Of  this  oration  there  is  no  appearance  in  bis  own  editioa 
of  his  works ;  and  prefixed  to  an  edition  by  Gurll  and  Ton- 
son,  1741,  is  a  letter  from  Young  to  Curll,  if  we  may  credit 
Curll,  dated  December  the  9th,  1739,  wherein  he  says, 
that  he  has  not  leisure  to  review  what  he  fon»erly  wrote, 
and  adds,  "  I  have  not  the  Epistle  to  lord  Lansdowne.  If 
you  will  take  my  advice,  I  would  have  you  omit  that,  and 
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the  orfttion  on  Codrington.     I  thiak  the  colleotioti  will  sell 
better  without  them." 

There  are  who  relate,  that,  when  first  Yoting  fotmd  him- 
self independent,  and  his  own  master  at  All  Souls,  he  was 
not  the  ornament  to  religion  and  morality  which  he  after-' 
wards  became. 

Hie  authority  of  his  father,  indeed,  had  ceased,  sdme 
time  before,  by  his  death ;  and  Young  was  certainly  not 
ashamed  to  be  patronised  by  the  infamous  Wharton*  But 
Wharton  befriended  in  Young,  perhaps,  the  poet,  and  par- 
ticularly the  tragedian.  If  virtuous  authors  must  be  pa^ 
tronised  only  by  virtuous  peers,  who  shall  point  them  out? 

Yet  Pope  is  said,  by  Rnffhead,  to  hate  told  WarbuN 
ton,  that  *'  Young  had  much  of  a  sublime  genius,  though  W 
without  common  sense;    so  that  his  genius,  having  no   I 
guide,  was  perpetually  liable  to  degenerate  into  bombittt.   | 
This  made  him  pass  ^fooUsh  youth,  the  sport  of  peers  and 
poets :  but  his  having  a  very  good  heart  enabled  him  to 
support  the  clerical  character  when  he  assumed  it,  first 
with  decency,  and  afterwards  with  honour." 

They  who  think  ill  of  Young's  mondity  in  the  earty  part 
of  hk  life  DBiay,  perhaps,  be  wrong;  but  Tindal  could  not 
err  in  his  opfiiion  of  Young's  wannth  and  ability  in  the 
cause  of  religion.  Tindai  used  to  spend  modi  of  his  time 
at  All  Souls.  ""  The  other  boys,"  said  the  atheist,  ''  I  can 
always  answer,  because  I  always  know  whence  they  have 
their  alignments,  which  I  have  read  a  hundred  times ;  but 
that  fellow  Young  is  cootimtally  pestering  me  with  some- 
thing of  his  own  V 

After  all,  Tindal  and  the  censmrefs  of  Young  may  b^ 
reconcilable;  Young  ndgbt,  for  two  or  three  years,  have 
tried  that  kind  of  life,  in  wbieh  his  oaturtd  principles  would 
not  suffer  him  to  wallow  long.     If  this  were  mo^  be  has 

<:  As  my  great  friend  is  now  become  the  subject  of  biography,  it  should  be 
told,  that  every  time  I  called  upon  Johnson  during  the  time  I  was  employed  vA 
eoUectia^  materials,  for  this  life  amd  putting  it  together,  he  never  suffered  iite  to 
depart  without  some  such  farewell  as  this :  "  Don't  forget  that  rascal  Tindal, 
sir.  Be  sure  to  hang  up  the  atheist.''  Alluding  to  this  anecdote,  which  John- 
son had  mentioned  to  me. 

Be  2 
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left  behind  him  not  only  his  evidence  in  favour  of  virtue, 
but  the  potent  testimony  of  experience  against  vice. 
.   We  shall  soon  see  that  one  of  his  earliest  productions 
was  more  serious  than  what  comes  from  the  generality  of 
unfledged  poets. 

Young,  perhaps,  ascribed  the  good  fortune  of  Addison 
to  the  Poem  to  His  Majesty,  presented,  with  a  copy  of 
verses,  to  Somers ;  and  hoped  that  he  also  might  soar  to 
wealth  and  honour  on  wingps  of  the  same  kind.  His  first 
poetical  flight  was  when  queen  Anne  called  up  to  the 
house  of  lords  the  sons  of  the  earls  of  Northampton  and 
Aylesbury,  and  added,  in  one  day,  ten  others  to  the^  num- 
ber of  peers.  In  order  to  reconcile  the  people  to  one,  at 
least,  of  the  new  lords,  he  published,  in  1712,  an  I^istle 
to  the  right  honourable  George  lord  Lansdowne.  In  this 
composition  the  poet  pours  out  his  panegyrick  with  the 
extravagance  of  a  young,  man,  who  thinks  his  present  stock 
of  wealth  will  never  be  exhausted. 

Tl^e  poem  seems  intended  also  to  reconcile  the  publick 
to  the  late  peace.  This  is  endeavoured  to  be  done  by 
showiiig  that  men  are  slain  in  war,  and  that  in  peace  '*  har* 
vests  wave,  and  commerce  swells  her  sail.*'  If  this  be  hu- 
manity, for  which  he  meant  it ;  is  it  politicks  ?  Another 
purpose  of  this  epistle  appears  to  have  been,  to  prepare 
the  publick  for  the  reception  of  some  tragedy  he  might 
have  in  hand.  His  lordship's  patronage,  he  says,  will  not 
let  him  '*  repent  his  passion  for  the  stage  ;**  and  the  par* 
ticular  praise  bestowed  on  Othello  and  Oroonoko  looks  as 
if  some  such  character  as  Zanga  was  even  then  in  contem- 
plation. The  affectionate  mention  of  the  death  of  hrs 
friend  Harrison,  of  New  college,  at  the  close  of  this 
poem,  is  an  instance  of  Young's  art,  which  displayed  it- 
self so  wonderfully,  some  time  afterwards,  in  the  Night 
Thoughts,  of  making  the  publick  a  party  in  his  private 
sorrow. 

Should  justice  call  upon  you  to  censure  this  poem,  it 
ought,  at  least,  to  be  remembered,  that  he  did  not  insert  it 
in  his  works ;  and  that  in  the  letter  to  Curll,  as  we  have 
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seeD,  he  advises  its  omission.  The  booksellers,  in  the  late 
body  of  English  poetry,  should  haVe  distinguished  what 
was  deliberately  rejected  by  the  respective  aathors^.  This 
I  shall  be  careftil  to  do  with  reg^d  to  Young.  **  I  think/' 
says  he,  '*  the  following  pieces  in  four  volumes  to  be  the 
most  excusable  of  all  that  I  have  written ;  and  I  wish  less 
apology  was  needful  for  these.  As  there  is  no  recalling 
what  is  got  abroad,  the  pieces  here  republished  I  have  re- 
vised and  corrected,  and  rendered  them  as  pardonable  as 
it  was  in  my  power  to  do." 

Shall  the  gates  of  repentance  be  shut  only  against  lite- 
rary sinners  ? 

When  Addison  published  Cato,  in  1713,  Young  had  the 
honour  of  prefixing  to  it  a  recommendatory  copy  of  verses. 
This  is  one  of  the  pieces  which  the  author  of  the  Night 
Thoughts  did  not  republish. 

On  the  appearance  of  his  Poem  oa  the  Last  Day,  Ad- 
dison did  not  return  Young's  compliment ;  but  the  Eng- 
lishman of  October  29,  1713,  which  was  probably  written 
by  Addison,  speaks  handsomely  of  this  poem.  The  Last 
Day  was  published  soon  after  the  peace.  The  vicechan- 
cellor's  imprimatur^  for  it  was  printed  at  Oxford,  is  dated 
May  the  19th,  1718.  From  the  exordium.  Young  appears 
to  have  spent  some  time  on  the  composition  of  it.  While 
other  bards  '*  with  Britain's  hero  set  their  souls  on  fire," 
he  draws,  he  says,  a  deeper  scene.  Marlborough  had  been 
considered  by  Britain  as  her  hero;  but,  when  the  Last 
Day  was  published,  female  cabal  had  blasted,  for  a  time, 
the  laurels  of  Blenheim.  This  serious  poem  was  finished 
by  Young  as  early  as  1710,  before  he  was  thirty ;  for  part 
of  it  is  printed  in  the  Tatler^.  It  was  inscribed  to  the 
queen,  in  a  dedication,  which,  for  some  reason,  he  did  not 
admit  into  his  works.  It  tells  her,  that  his  only  title  to 
the  great  honour  he  now  does  hipiself,  is  the  obligation 
which  he  formerly  received  from  her  royal  indulgence. 

^  Dr.  Johnaon,  in  many  cases,  thought  aad  directed  dtflferently,  particularly 
in  Young's  works.    J.  N. 
'*  Not  in  the  Tatler,  but  in  the  Guardian,  May  9»  1713. 
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Of  tbU  obligation  nothing  is  now  known*  nnless  be  al- 
.  laded  to  ber  being  bis  godmother*  He  is  said,  indeed,  to 
have  been  engaged  at  a  settled  stipend  as  a  writer  for  the 
court.  In  Swift's  Rhapsody  on  Poetry  are  these  lines, 
speaking  of  tbe  court : 

Whence  Oay  was  banish'd  in  disgrace. 
Where  Pope  will  never  show  his  face. 
Where  Y         must  torture  his  invention 
To  flatter  knaves,  or  lose  his  pension. 

That  Y "  means  Young  seems  dear  from  four  other 

lines  in  the  same  poem : 

Attend,  ye  Popes  and  Youngs  and  Gays, 
And  tune  your  harps  and  strew  your  bays ; 
Your  pan^^ricks  here  provide ; 
You  cannot  err  on  flatt'ry's  side. 

Yet  who  shall  say,  with  certainty^  that  Young  was  a  pen- 
sioner ?  In  all  modem  periods  of  this  country,  have  not  the 
writers  on  on^  side  been  regularly  called  hirelings,  and  on 
tbe  oth^r  patriots  ? 

Of  the  dedication,  the  complexion  is  clearly  political.  It 
speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  tbe  late  peace ;  it  gives  ber 
jOAfigesty  praise,  indeed,  for  her  victories,  but  says,  that  the 
author  is  more  pleased  to  see  her  rise  from  this  lower 
worlds  soaring  above  the  clouds,  passing  tbe  first  and  so* 
cond  heavens,  and  leaving  the  fixed  stars  behind  her ;  mm 
will  he  lose  her  there,  he  says,  but  keep  her  still  in  view 
through  tbe  boundless  spaces  on  the  other  side  of  creation, 
in  ber  journey  towards  eternal  bliss,  till  he  behold  the 
heaven  of  heavens  open,  and  angels  receiving  and  convey- 
ing ber  still  onward  from  the  stretch  of  his  imagination, 
which  tires  in  her  pursuit,  and  falls  hack  again  t»  ear^L 

The  queen  was  soon  called  away  from  this  lower  world, 
to  a  place  where  human  praise  or  human  flattery,  even 
less  general  than  this,  are  of  little  consequence.  If  Young 
thought  the  dedication  contained  only  tbe  praise  of  truth, 
he  should  not  have  omitted  it  in  his  works.     Was  be  con- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Young.  4£3 

scious  of  the  exaggeratioa  of  party  ?  Then  he  thetild  not 
have  written  it.  The  poem  itself  is  not  without  a  glance 
towards  politicks,  notwithstanding  the  subject.  The  cry 
that  the  church  was  in  danger,  had  not  yet  subsided.  Hie 
Last  Day,  written  by  a  layman,  was  much  approved  by 
the  ministry,  and  their  friends. 

Before  the  queen's  death,  the  Force  of  Religion,  or 
Vanquished  Love,  was  sent  into  the  world.  This  poem  is 
founded  on  the  execution  of  lady  Jane  Grey,  and  her 
husband  lord  Guildford,  1554,  a  story,  chosen  for  the  sub- 
ject of  a  tragedy  by  Edmund  Smith,  and  wrought  into  a 
tragedy  by  Rowe.  The  dedication  of  it  to  the  countess 
of  Salisbury  does  not  appear  in  his  own  edition.  He  hopes 
it  may  be  some  excuse  for  his  presumption,  that  the  story 
could  not  have  been  read  without  thoughts  of  the  countess 
of  Salisbury,  though  it  had  been  dedicated  to  another. 
"  To  behold,"  he  proceeds,  "  a  person  on/y  virtuous,  stirs 
in  us  a  prudent  regret;  to  behold  a  person  only  amiable 
to  the  sight,  warms  us  with  a  religious  indignation ;  but  to 
turn  our  eyes  on  a  countess  of  Salisbury  g^ves  us  pleasure 
and  improvement ;  it  works  a  soi:t  of  miracle,  occasions  the 
biaa»of  our  nature  to  fall  off  frpm  sin,  and  makes  our  very 
senses  and  affections  converts  to  our  religion,  and  pro- 
moters of  our  duty."  His  flattery  Was  as  ready  for  the 
other  sex  as  for  ours,  and  was,  at  least,  as  well  adapted. 

August  the  27th,  1714,  Pope  writes  to  his  friend  Jervas 
that  be  is  just  arrived  from  Oxford ;  that  every  one  is 
much  concerned  for  the  queen  s  death,  but  that  no  panegy- 
ricks  are  ready  yet  for  the  king.  Nothing  like  friendahip 
had  yet  taken  place  between  Pope  and  Young ;  for»  soon 
after  the  event  which  Pope  mentions.  Young  published  a 
poem  on  the  qneen*s  death,  and  his  majesty's  accession  to 
the  throne.  It  is  inscribed  to  Addison,  then  secretary  to 
the  lords  justices.  Whatever  were  the  obligations,  which 
he  had  formerly  received  from  Anne,  the  poet  appears  to 
aim  at  something  of  the  same  sort  from  George.  Of  the 
poem,  the  intention  seems  to  have  been  to  show,  that  he 
bad  the  same  extravagant  strain  of  praise  for  a  king  as  for 
a  queen.    To  discover,  at  the  very  outset  of  a  foreigner's 
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reigo,  that  the  gods  bless  his  new  subjects  in  sach  a  king;, 
is  something  more  than  praise.  Neither  was  this  deemed 
oae  of  his  excuMobk  pieces.  We  do  not  find  it  in  his 
works. 

Young*s  father  had  been  well  acquainted  with  lady  Anne 
Wharton,  the  first  wife  of  Thomas  Wharton,  esq.  after- 
wards marquis  of  Wharton;  a  lady  celebrated  for  her 
poetical  talents  by  Burnet  and  by  Waller. 

To  the  dean  of  Sarum's  visitation  sermon,  already  men- 
tioned, were  added  some  verses  *'  by  that  excellent  poetess 
Mrs.  Anne  Wharton,"  upon  its  being  translated  into  Eng- 
lish, at  the  instance  of  Waller,  by  Atwood.  Wharton, 
after  he  became  ennobled,  did  not  drop  the  son  of  his  old 
friend.  In  him,  during  th^  short  time  he  lived.  Young 
found  a  patron,  and  in  his  dissolute  descendant  a  friend 
and  a  companion.  The  marquis  died  in  April,  1715.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  next  year  the  young  marquis  set  out 
upon  lus  travels,  from  which  he  returned  in  about  a  twelve- 
month. The  beginning  of  1717  carried  him  to  Ireland ; 
where,  says  the  Biographia,  "  on  the  score  of  his  extraor- 
dinary qualities,  he  had  the  honour  done  him  of  being  ad- 
mitted, though  under  age,  to  take  his  seat  in  the  house  of 
lords." 

With  this  unhappy  character,  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
Young  went  to  Ireland.  From  his  letter  to  Richardson, 
on  Original  Composition,  it  is  clear  he  was,  at  some  period 
of  his  life,  in  that  country.  <'  I  remember,**  says  he,  in 
Ihat  letter,  speaking  of  Swift,  ''  as  I  and  others  were 
taking  with  him  an  evening  walk,  about  a  mile  out  of 
Dublin,  he  stopped  short:  we  passed  on;  but  perceiving 
he  did  not  follow  us,  I  went  back  and  found  him  fixed  as 
a  statue,  and  earnestly  gazing  upward  at  a  noble  elm, 
which  in  its  uppermost  branches  was  much  withered  and 
decayed.  Pointbg  at  it,  he  said,  '  I  shall  be  like  that 
tree,  I  shall  die  at  top.'  *'  Is  it  not  probable,  that  this  visit 
to  Ireland  was  paid  when  he  had  an  opportunity  of  going 
thither  with  his  avowed  friend  and  patron^? 

'  See  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Wharton  to  Swift,  dated  1717,  in  Swift*s 
works,  10  which  he  mentions  Young  being  then  in  Ireland*    J.  B.  N. 
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From  the  Englishman,  it  appears  that  a  tragedy  by 
Young  was  in  the  theatre  so  early  as  1713.  Yet  Busiris 
was  not  brooght  upon  Dmry-Iane  stage  till  1719.  It  was 
inscribed  to  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  **  because  the  late  in- 
stances he  had  received  of  his  grace's  undeserved  and  un- 
common favour,  in  an  affisur  of  some  consequence,  foreign 
to  the  theatre,  had  taken  from  him  the  privilege  of  choosing 
a  patron.'*    The  dedication  he  afterwards  suppressed. 

Busiris  was  followed,  in  the  year  1721,  by  the  Revenge. 
He  dedicated  this  famous  tragedy  to  the  duke  of  Wharton. 
**  Your  grace,"  says  the  dedication,  **  has  been  pleased  to 
make  yourself  accessory  to  the  following  scenes,  not  only 
by  suggesting  the  most  beautiful  incident  in  them,  but 
by  making  all  possible  provision  for  the  success  of  the 
whole." 

That  his  grace  should  have  suggested  the  incident  to 
which  he  alludes,  whatever  that  incident  might  have  been,  is 
not  unlikely.  The  last  mental  exertion  of  the  stiperannuat- 
ed  young  man,  in  his  quarters  at  Lerida,  in  Spain,  was  some 
scenes  of  a  tragedy  on  the  story  of  Mary  queen  of  Scots. 

Dryden  dedicated  Marriage  j^-la-Mode  to  Wharton's  in- 
famous relation,  Rochester,  whom  he  acknowledges  not  only 
as  the  defender  of  his  poetry,  but  as  the  promoter  of  his, 
fortune.  Young  concludes  his  address  to  Wharton  thus: 
«  My  present  fortune  is  his  bounty,  and  my  future  his 
care ;  which  I  will  venture  to  say  will  be  always  remem- 
bered to  his  honour,  since  he,  I  know,  intended  his  gene- 
rosity as  an  encouragement  to  merit,  though  through  his 
very  pardonable  partiality  to  one  who  bears  him  so  sincere 
a  duty  and  respect,  I  happen  to  receive  the  benefit  of  it." 
That  he  ever  had  such  a  patron  as  Wharton,  Young  took 
all  the  pains  in  his  power  to  conceal  from  the  world,  by 
excluding  this  dedication  from  his  works.  He  should  have 
remembered  that  he,  at  the  same  time,  concealed  his  obli- 
gation to  Wharton  for  the  most  beautiful  incident  in  what 
is  surely  not  his  least  beautiful  composition.  The  passage 
just  quoted  b,  in  a  poem  afterwards  addressed  to  Walpole, 
literally  copied : 
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Be  this  tby  partial  tmile  from  oenkure  ftte  I 
'Twas  meant  for  m^t^  though  it  fbU  oii  me. 

While  Yonng,  who,  in  his  Love  of  Fame,  compIaiDS 
grievously  how  often  "dedications  wash  an  iEthiop  white,'' 
was  painting  an  amiable  duke  of  Wharton  in  perishable 
prose,  Pope  was,  perhaps,  beginning  to  describe  the 
*<  scorn  and  wonder  of  his  days"  in  lasting  verse. 

To  the  patronage  of  such  a  character,  had  Young  stu- 
died men  as  much  as  Pope,  he  would  have  known  how 
little  to  have  trusted.  Young,  however,  was  certainly 
indebted  to  it  for  something  material;  and  the  duke's 
regard  for  Young,  added  to  his  "  lust  of  praise,*'  procured 
to  All  Souls'  college  a  donation,  which  was  not  forgotten 
by  the  poet  when  he  dedicated  the  Revenge. 

It  will  surprise  you  to  see  me  cite  second  Atkins,  case 
186,  Stiles  ver$u9  the  Attorney  Oeneral,  March  14, 1740, 
as  authority  for  the  life  of  a  poet.  But  liiograpfaers  do 
not  always  find  such  certain  guides  as  the  oaths  of  the 
persons  whom  they  record.  Chancellor  Hardwicke  was 
to  determine  whether  two  annuities,  granted  by  the  duke 
of  Wharton  to  Young,  were  for  legal  considerations.  One 
was  dated  the  24th  of  March,  1719,  and  accounted  for 
his  grace's  bounty  in  a  style  princely  and  ccnnmendable^ 
if  not  leg^al — **  considering  that  the  publick  good  is  ad- 
vanced by  the  encouragement  of  learning  and  the  polite 
arts,  and  being  pleased  therein  with  the  attempts  of  Dr. 
Young,  in  consideration  thereof,  aind  of  the  love  I  bear 
him,"  &c.    The  other  was  dated  the  10th  of  July,  1722. 

Young,  on  his  examination,  swore  that  he  quitted  the 
Exeter  family,  and  refused  an  annuity  of  100/.  which  had 
been  offered  him  for  life  if  he  would  continue  tutor  to  lord 
Burleigh,  upon  the  pressing  soHcitatioos  of  the  duke  of 
Wharton,  and  his  grace's  assurances  of  providing  for  him 
in  a  much  more  ample  manner.  It  also  appeared,  that  the 
duke  had  given  him  a  bond  for  600/.  dated  the  Idth  of 
March,  1721,  in  consideration  of  his  taking  several  jour- 
neys, and  being  at  great  expenses,  in  order  to  be  chosen 
member  of  the  house  of  commons,  at  the  duke's  desire,  and 
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in  consideration  Df  his  not  taking  two  livings  of  300/.  and 
4001.  in  the  gift  of  All  Souls'  college^  on  his  grace's  pro- 
mises of  serving  and  advancing  him  in  the  world. 

Of  his  adventures  in  the  Exeter  family  I  am  unable  to 
give  any  account.  The  attempt  to  get  into  parliament  was 
at  Cirencester,  where  Young  stood  a  contested  election. 
His  grace  discovered  in  him  talents  for  oratory,  as  well  as 
for  poetry.  Nor  was  this  judgment  wrong.  Young,  after 
he  took  orders,  became  a  very  popular  preacher,  and  was 
much  followed  for  the  gprace  and  animation  of  his  delivery. 
By  his  oratorical  talents  he  was  once  in  his  life,  according 
to  the  Biographia,  deserted.  As  he  was  preaching  in  his 
turn  at  St  James's  he  plainly  perceived  it  was  out  of  hb 
power  to  command  the  attention  of  his  audience.  This  so 
aflTected  the  feelings  of  the  preacher,  that  he  sat  back  in 
the  pulpit,  and  burst  into  tears.  But  we  must  pursue  his 
poetical  life. 

In  1719  he  lamented  the  death  of  Addison,  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  their  common  friend  Tickell.  For  the  secret 
history  of  the  following  lines,  if  they  contain  any,  it  is  now 
vain  to  seek : 

In  joy  once  join* dy  in  sorrow,  now,  for  years- 
Partner  in  grief,  and  brother  of  my  tears, 
Tickell,  accept  this  verse,  thy  mournful  due. 

From  your  account  of  Tickell  it  appears  that  he  and 
Young  used  to  "  communicate  to  each  other  whatever 
verses  they  wrote  even  to  the  least  things.'' 

In  1719  appeared  a  Paraphrase  on  part  of  the  book  of 
Job.  Parker,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  had  not  long»  by 
means  of  the  seals,  been  qualified  for  a  patron.  Of  this 
work  the  author's  opinion  may  be  known  from  his  letter  to 
Curll :  "  You  seem,  in  the  collection  you  propose,  to  have 
omitted  what  I  think  may  daim  the  first  place  in  it;  I 
mean  '  a  translation  from  part  of  Job,'  printed  by  Mr. 
Tonson."  The  dedication,  which  was  only  suffered  to  ap- 
j  pear  in  Mr.  Tonson's  edition,  while  it  speaks  with  satis- 
fiMition  of  his  present  retirement,  seems  to  make  an  un« 
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luaal  struggle  to  escape  from  retirement.  But  every  one 
who  sings  in  the  dark  does  not  sing  from  joy.  It  is  ad- 
dressed, in  no  common  strain  of  flattery,  to  a  chancellor, 
of  whom  he  clearly  appears  to  have  had  no  kind  of  know- 
ledge. 

Of  his  satires  it  would  Bot  have  been  possible  to  fix  the 
dates,  without  the  assistance,  of  first  editions,  which,  as 
you  had  occasion  to  observe  in  your  account  of  Dryden, 
are  with  difficulty  found.  We  must  then  have  referred  to 
the  poems,  to  discover  when  they  were  written.  For  these 
internal  notes  of  time  we  should  not  have  referred  in  vain. 
The  first  satire  laments,  that  **  Guilf  s  chief  foe  in  Addison 
is  fled."    The  second,  addressing  himself,  asks : 

Is  thy  ambition  sweating  for  a  rhyme. 

Thou  unambitious  fool,  at  this  late  time  ? 

A  fool  tX  forty  is  a  fool  indeed. 
Th^  Satires  were  originally  published  separately,  in  folio, 
under  the  title  of  the  Universal  Passion.  These  passages 
fix  the  appearance  of  the  first  to  about  1725,  the  time  at 
which  it  came  out.  As  Young  seldom  sufiered  his  pen  to 
dry,  after  he  had  once  dipped  it  in  poetry,  we  may  con- 
clude that  he  began  his  satires  soon  after  he  had  written 
the  Paraphrase  on  Job.  The  last  satire  was  certainly 
finished  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1726.  In  December, 
1725,  the  king,  in  his  passage  from  Helvoetsluys,  escaped, 
with  great  difficulty,  from  a  storm  by  landing  at  Rye ;  and 
the  conclusion  of  the  Satire  turns  the  escape  into  a  miracle, 
in  such  an  encomiastick  strain  of  compliment,  as  poetry 
too  often  seeks  to  pay  to  royalty. 
From  the  sixth  of  these  poems  we  learn. 

Midst  empire's  charms,  how  Carolina's  heart 
Glow'd  with  the  love  of  virtue  and  of  art  : 

since  the  grateful  poet  tells  us,  in  the  next  couplet. 

Her  favour  is  diflus'd  to  that  degree. 
Excess  of  goodness  !  it  has  dawn'd  on  me. 

Her  majesty  had  stood  godmother,  and  given  her  name,  to 
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the  daughter  of  the  lady  whom  Yonug  married  in  1731 ; 
and  had,  perhaps,  shown  some  attention  to  lady  Elizabeth's 
future  husband. 

The  fifth  satire,  on  Women,  was  not  published  till 
1727 ;  and  the  sixth  not  UU  1728. 

To  these  poems,  when,  in  1728,  he  gathered  them  into 
one  publication,  he  prefixed  a  preface;  in  which  he  ob- 
serves, that  '*  no  man  can  converse  much  in  the  world,  but 
at  what  he  meets  with  he  must  either  be  insensible  or 
grieve,  or  be  angry  or  smile.  Now  to  smile  at  it,  and  turn 
it  into  ridicule,'*  he  adds,  "  I  think  most  eligible,  as  it 
hurts  ourselves  least,  and  gives  vice  and  folly  the  greatest 
offence.  Laughing  at  the  misconduct  of  the  world,  will, 
in  a  gri^at  measure,  ease  us  of  any  more  disagreeable  pas- 
sion about  it.  One  passion  is  more  effectually  driven  out 
by  another  than  by  reason,  whatever  some  teach."  So 
wrote,  and  so  of  course  thought,  the  lively  and  witty 
satirist  at  the  grave  age  of  almost  fifty,  who,  many  years 
earlier  in  life,  wrote  the  Last  Day.  After  all.  Swift  pro- 
nounced of  these  satires,  that  they  should  either  have  been 
more  angry  or  more  merry. 

Is  it  not  somewhat  singular  that  Young  preserved, 
without  any  palliation,  this  preface,  so  bluntly  decisive  in 
favour  of  laughing  at  the  world,  in  the  same  collection  of 
his  works  which  contains  the  mournful,  angry,  gloomy 
Night  Thoughts? 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  preface  he  applies  Plato's  beau^* 
tiful  fable  of  the  Birth  of  Love  to  modern  poetry,  with 
the  addition,  **  that  poetry,  like  love,  is  a  little  subject  to 
blindness,  which  makes  her  mistake  her  way  to  prefer- 
ments and  honours;  and  that  she  retains  a  dutiful  ad- 
miration of  her  father's  family ;  but  divides  her  favours, 
and  generally  lives  with  her  mother's  relations."  Poetry, 
it  is  true,  did  not  lead  Young  to  preferments  or  to  honours ; 
but  was  there  not  something  like  blindness  in  the  flattery 
which  he  sometimes  forced  her,  and  her  sister  prose,  to 
utter?  She  was  always,  indeed,  taught  by  him  to  entertain 
a  most  dutiful  admiration  of  riches ;    but  surely  Young, 
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t)ioiigfa  nearly  related  to  poetry,  had  no  connexion  with 
her  whom  Plato  makes  the  mother  of  love.  That  he  cotdd 
not  well  complain  of  being  related  to  poverty,  appears 
clearly  from  the  frequent  bounties  which  his  gratitude 
records,  and  from  the  wealth  which  he  left  behiad  him« 
By  the  UniTersal  Passion  he  acquired  no  vulgar  fortune, 
more  than  three  thousand  pounds.  A  considerable  sum 
had  already  been  swallowed  up  in  die  South  sea.  For 
this  loss  he  took  the  vengeance  of  an  author.  His  muse 
makes  poetical  use  more  than  once  of  a  South  sea  dream* 

It  is  related  by  Mr.  Spence,  in  his  manuscript  anec- 
dotes, on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Rawlinson,  that  Youngs 
upon  the  publication  of  his  Universal  Passion,  received 
from  the  duke  of  Grrafton  two  thousand  pounds;  and  that, 
when  one  of  his  friends  exclaimed,  "  two  tiiousand  pounds 
for  a  poem !"  he  said  it  was  the  best  bargain  be  ever  made 
in  his  life,  for  the  poem  was  worth  four  thonsand« 

TUs  story  may  be  true;  but  it  seems  to  have  been 
raised  from  the  two  answers  of  lord  Borgfaley  and  sic 
Philip  Sidney  in  Spenser's  Life. 

After  inscribing  his  satires,  not  perhaps  without  the 
hopes  of  preferment  and  honours,  to  such  names  as  the 
duke  of  Dorset,  Mr.  Dodington,  Mr.  Spencer  Compton,- 
htdy  Elizabeth  Germaiae,  and  sir  Robert  Walpole,  he 
returns  to  plain  paaegyrielu  In  1726,  he  addressed  a 
poem  to  sir  Robert  Walpole,  of  which  the  title  si^ciently 
expkdas  the  intention.  If  Young  must  be  acknowledged 
a  ready  celebrator,  be  did  not  endeavovr,  or  did  not 
choose,  to  be  a  lasting  one.  The  Instalment  is  amoag  the 
pieces  he  did  not  admit  into  the  nuadber  of  his  ^xeumble 
writings.  Yet  it  contatns  a  couplet  whidi  pretends  to 
pant  after  the  power  of  bestowing  immortality : 

Oh !  how  I  long,  enkindled  by  the  theme^ 
In  deep  eternity  to  laundi  thy  name  f 

The  bouaty  of  the  fomter  reign  seems  to  have  been 
continued,  possibly  increased,  in  this.  Whatever  it  might 
have  been,  the  poet  thought  he  deserved  it;  for  he  was 
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not  ashamed  to  acknowledge  wbaf,  without  his  acknow- 
ledgment, would  now,  perhaps,  never  have  been  known  : 

My  breast^  O  Walpole,  glows  with  grateful  fire. 

The  streams  of  royal  boxmty,  tum'd  by  thee. 

Refresh  the  dry  domains  of  poesy. 

If  the  purity  of  modern  patriotism  will  term  Young  a  pen- 
sioner, it  must,  at  least,  be  confessed  he  was  a  grateful  one. 
The  reign  of  the  new  monarch  was  ushered  in  by  Young 
with  Ocean,  an  Ode.  The  hint  of  it  was  taken  from  the 
royal  speech,  which  recommended  the  increase  and  the 
encouragement  of  the  seamen ;  that  they  might  be  '*  in- 
vited, rather  than  compelled  by  force  and  violence,  to 
enter  into  the  service  of  their  country ;'  a  plan  which 
humanity  must  lament  that  policy  has  not  even  yet  been 
able,  or  willing,  to  carry  into  execution.  Prefixed  to  the 
original  publication  were  an  Ode  to  the  King,  Pater  Pa- 
triae, and  an  Essay  on  Lyrick  Poetry.  It  is  but  justice  to 
confess,  that  he  preserved  neither  of  them ;  and  that  the 
ode  itself,  which  in  the  first  edition,  and  in  the  last,  con- 
sists of  seventy-three  stanzas,  in  the  author's  own  edition 
is  reduced  to  forty-nine.  Among  the  omitted  passages  is 
a  Wish,  that  concluded  the  poem,  which  few  would  have 
suspected  Young  of  forming;  and  of  whioh  few,  after, 
having  formed  it,  would  confess  something  like  their 
shame  by  suppression. 

It  stood  origiaally  so  high  in  the  author's  opinion,  that 
be  entitled  the  poem*  Ocean,  aft  Ode.  Concluding  with 
a  Wish.  This  wish  consista  of  thirteen  stanzas.  The  first 
runs  thus : 

O  may  I  stetal 

Along  the  vak 
Of  humble  life^  secure  firom  foes ! 

My  friend  sincere^ 

My  judgment  clear^ 
And  gentle  business  my  repose ! 

The  three  last  stanzas  are  not  more  remarkable  for -just 
rhyittes ;  but,  altogether,  they  will  make  rather  a  curious 
page  in  the  life  of  Young : 
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Prophetic  sdiemes^ 

And  golden  dreams. 
May  I,  unsangoine,  cast  away  ! 

Have  what  I  have. 

And  live,  not  leave, 
Enamour'd  of  the  present  day  ! 

My  hours  my  own ! 

My  faults  unknown ! 
My  chief  revenue  in  content ! 

Then  leave  one  beam 

Of  honest  ^ame  / 
And  scorn  the  labour'd  monument ! 

Unhurt  my  urn 

Till  that  great  turn 
When  mighty  nature's  self  shall  die ; 

Time  cease  to  glide> 

With  human  pride^ 
Sunk  in  the  ocean  of  eternity ! 

It  is  whimsical  that  he,  who  was  soon  to  bid  adieu  to 
rhyme,  should  fix  upon  a  measure  in  which  rhyme  abounds 
even  to  satiety.  Of  this  he  said,  in  his  Essay  on  Lyrick 
Poetry,  prefixed  to  the  poem :  **  For  the  more  harmony 
likewise  I  chose  the  frequent  return  of  rhyme,  which  laid 
me  under  great  difficulties.  But  difficulties  overcome,  give 
grace  and  pleasure.  Nor  can  I  account  for  the  pleasure 
of  rhyme  in  general,  (of  which  the  modems  are  too  fond,) 
but  from  this  truth.**  Yet  the  modems  surely  deserve  not 
much  censure  for  their  fondness  of  what,  by  his  own  con- 
fession, affords  pleasure,  and  abounds  in  harmony. 

The  next  paragraph  in  his  essay  did  not  occur  to  him 
when  he  talked  of  "  that  great  turn*"  in  the  stanza  just 
quoted.  **  But  then  the  writer  must  take  care  that  the 
difficulty  is  overcome.  That  is,  he  must  make  rhyme  con- 
sist with  as  perfect  sense  and  expression,  as  could  be  ex- 
pected if  he  was  perfectly  free  from  that  shackle." 

Another  part  of  this  essay  will  convicit  the  following 
stanza  of,  what  every  reader  will  discover  in  it,  **  involun- 
tary burlesque :" 
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llie  northern  blasts 

The  shatter'd  mast. 
The  sjrt^  the  whirlpool^  uid  the  rock. 

The  breakiiig  spout. 

The  stars  gone  out. 
The  boiling  strait,  the  monster's  shock. 

But  would  (he  English  poets  fill  quite  so  many  volumes, 
if  all  their  productions  were  to  be  tried,  like  this,  by  an 
elab(Nrate  essay  on  each  particular  species  of  poetry  of 
which  they  exhibit  specimens  ? 

If  Young  be  not  a  lyrick  poet,  he  is,  at  least,  a  critick  in 
that  sort  of  poetry ;  and,  if  his  lyrick  poetry  can  be  proved 
bad,  it  was  first  proved  so  by  Us  own  criticism.  This 
surely  is  candid. 

Milbourne  was  styled,  by  Pope,  "  the  fairest  of  criticks," 
only  because  he  exhibited  his  own  version  of  Virgil  to  be 
compared  with  Dryden's,  which  he  condemned,  and  with 
which  every  reader  had  it  not  otherwise  in  his  power  to 
compare  it.  Young  was  surely  not  the  most  unfair  of 
poets  for  prefixing  to  a  lyrick  composition  an  edtay  on 
lyrick  poetry,  so  just  and  impartial  as  to  condemn  himself. 

We  shall  soon  come  to  a  work,  before  which  we  find, 
mdeed,  no  critical  essay,  but  which  disd^inff  to  shrink  from 
the  touchstone  of  the  severest  critick ;  and  which  certainly, 
as  I  remember  to  have  heard  you  say,  if  it  contain  some  of 
the  worst,  contains  also  some  of  the  best  things  in  the  lan- 
guage. 

Soon  after  the  appearance  of  Ocean,  when  he  was  almost 
fifty.  Young  entered  into  orders.  In  April,  1728*,  not 
long  after  he  had  put  on  the  gown,  he  was  appointed  chap- 
lain to  George  the  second. 

The  tragedy  of  the  Brothers,  which  was  already  in  re- 
hearsal, he  immediately  withdrew  from  the  stage.  The 
managers  resigned  it,  with  some  reluctance,  to  the  delicacy 
of  the  new  clerg]rman.  The  epilogue  to  the  Brothers,  the 
only  appendage  to  any  of  his  three  plays  which  he  added 

f  Bavies,  in  his  life  of  Oanick,  says  1720,  and  that  it  was  produced  thirty- 
three  yean  after. 

VOL.  VIII.  F  f 
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himself,  is,  I  believe,  the  only  one  of  the  kind.  He  calls 
it  an  historical  epilogue.  Finding  that  ''  Guilt*s  dreadful 
close  his  narrow  scene  denied,"  he,  in  a  manner,  continues 
the  tragedy  in  the  epilogue,  and  relates  how  Rome  re- 
venged the  shade  of  Demetrius,  and  punished  Perseus 
"  for  this  night's  deed." 

Of  Young's  taking  orders  something  is  told  by  the  bio- 
grapher of  Pope,  which  places  the  easiness  and  simplicity 
of  the  poet  in  a  singular  light.  When  he  determined  on 
the  church,  he  did  not  address  himself  to  Sherlock,  to  At- 
terbury,  or  to  Hare,  for  the  best  instructions  in  theology ; 
but  to  Pope,  who,  in  a  youthful  frolick,  advised  the  diligent 
perusal  of  Thomas  Aquinas.  With*this  treasure  Young 
retired  from  interruption  to  an  obscure  place  in  the  sub- 
urbs. His  poetical  guide  to  godliness  hearing  nothing  of 
him  during  half  a  year,  and  apprehending  he  might  have 
carried  the  jest  too  far,  sought  after  him,  and  found  him 
just  in  time  to  prevent  what  Ruffhead  calls  *'  an  irretriev- 
able derangement." 

That  attachment  to  his  favourite  study,  which  made  him 
think  a  poet  the  surest  guide  to  his  new  profession,  left 
him  little  doubt  whether  poetry  was  the  surest  path  to  its 
honours  and  preferments.  Not  long,  indeed,  after  he  took 
orders,  he  published,  in  prose,  1728,  a  true  Estimate  of 
Human  life,  dedicated,  notwithstanding  the  Latin  quota- 
tions with  which  it  abounds,  to  the  queen ;  and  a  sermon 
preached  before  the  house  of  commons,  1729,  on  the  mar- 
tyrdom of  king  Charles,  entitled,  an  Apology  for  Princes, 
or  the  Reverence  due  to  Government.  But  the  Second 
Discourse,  the  counterpart  of  his  Estimate,  without  which 
it  cannot  be  called  a  true  Estimate,  though,  in  1728,  it  was 
announced  as  ''  soon  to  be  published,"  never  appeared ; 
and  his  old  friends  the  muses  were  not  forgotten.  In  1730 
he  relapsed  to  poetry,  and  sent  inta  the  world,  Imperium 
Pelagi,  a  naval  lyrick,  written  in  imitation  of  Pindar's 
Spirit,  occasioned  by  his  majesty's  return  from  Hanover, 
September,  1729,  and  the  succeeding  peace.  It  is  inscribed 
to  the  duke  of  Chandos.     In  the  preface  we  are  told,  that 
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the  ode  is  the  most  spirited  kind  of  poetry,  and  that  the 
Pindarick  is  the  most  spirited  kind  of  ode.  '*  This  I 
speak/'  he  adds,  ''  with  sufficient  candour,  at  my  own 
yery  great  peril.  But  truth  has  an  eternal  title  to  our  con- 
fession, thoagh  we  are  sure  to  suffer  by  it.'*  Behold,, 
again,  the  fairest  of  poets.  Young's  Imperium  Pelagi  was 
ridiculed  in  Fielding's  Tom  Thumb ;  but  let  us  not  forget 
that  it  was  one  of  his  pieces  which  the  author  of  the  Night 
Thoughts  deliberately  refused  to  own. 

Not  long  after  this  Pindarick  attempt,  he  published 
two  epistles  to  Pope,  concerning  the  Authors  of  the  Age, 
1730.  Of  these  poems,  one  occasion  seems  to  have  been 
an  apprehension  lest,  from  the  liveliness  of  his  satires,  he 
should  not  be  deemed  sufficiently  serious  for  promotion  in 
the  church. 

In  July,  1730,  he  was  presented,  by  his  college,  to  the 
rectory  of  Welwyn,  in  Hertfordshire.  In  May,  1731,  he 
married  lady  Elizabeth  Lee,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Lich- 
field, and  widow  of  colonel  Lee.  His  connexion  with  this 
lady  arose  from  his  father's  acquaintance,  already  men- 
tioned, with  lady  Anne  Wharton,  who  was  coheiress  of 
sir  Henry  Lee,  of  Ditchley,  in  Oxfordshire.  Poetry  had 
lately  been  taught  by  Addison  to  aspire  to  the  arms  of 
nobility,  though  not  with  extraordinary  happiness. 

We  may  naturally  conclude,  that  Young  now  gave  him- 
self up,  in  some  measure,  to  the  comforts  of  his  new  con- 
nexion, and  to  the  expectations  of  that  preferment,  which 
he  thought  due  to  his  poetical  talents,  or,  at  least,  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  so  frequently  been  exerted. 

The  next  production  of  his  muse  w&s  the  Sea-piece,  in 
two  odes. 

Young  enjoys  the  credit  of  what  is  called  an  Extempore 
Epigram  on  Voltaire ;  who,  when  he  was  in  England,  ridi- 
culed, in  the  company  of  the  jealous  English  poet,  Milton's 
allegory  of  Sin  and  Death : 

You  are  so  witty,  profligate,  and  thin. 
At  once  we  think  thee  Milton,  Death,  and  Sin, 
From  the  following  passage,  in  the  poetical  dedication  of 
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hit  Sea-pieoe  to  Voltaire,  it  seems,  that  this  extempora- 
neous reproof,  if  it  must  be  extemporaneous  (for  what 
few  will  now  affirm  Voltaire  to  have  deserved  any  reproof,) 
was  something  longer  than  a  distich,  and  something  more 
gentle  than  the  distich  just  quoted : 

No  stranger,  sir^  though  bom  in  foreign  dimes. 
On  Dorset  downs,  when  Milton's  page 
With  Sin  and  Death  provok'd  thy  rage> 
Thy  rage  provok'd,  who  sooth'd  with  gentle  rhymes? 
By  Dorset  downs,  he  probably  meant  Mr.  Dodington's 
seat.    In  Pitt's  poems  is  an  Epistle  to  Dr.  Edward  Young, 
at  Eastbury,  in  Dorsetshire,  on  the  Review  at  Sarum, 
1722. 

While  with  your  Dodington  retir'd  you  sit, 
Charm'd  with  his  flowing  Burgundy  and  wit,  &c. 
Thomson,  in  his  Autumn,  addressing  Mr.  Dodington, 
calls  his  seat  the  seat  of  the  muses. 

Where,  in  the  secret  bow'r  and  winding  walk. 
For  virtuous  Young  and  thee  they  twine  the  bay. 
The  praises  Thomson  bestows  but  a  few  lines  before  on 
Philips,  the  second 

Who.  nobly  durst,  in  rhyrae-nnfetter'd  verse. 
With  British  freedom  sing  the  British  song, 
added  to  Thomson's  example  and  success,  might,  per- 
haps, induce  Young,  as  we  shall  see  presently,  to  write 
his  great  work  without  rhyme. 

In  1734  be  published  the  Foreign  Address,  or  the  beat 
Argument  for  Peace,  occasioned  by  the  British  Fleet  amd 
the  Posture  of  Affairs.  Written  in  the  character  of  a 
sailor.  It  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  author  s  four  volumes. 
He  now  appears  to  have  given  up  all  hopes  of  overtaking 
Pindar,  and,  perhaps,  at  last  resolved  to  turn  his  ambition 
to  some  original  species  of  poetry.  This  poem  concludes 
with  a  formal  farewell  to  Ode,  which  few  of  Young^s 
readers  will  regret : 

My  shall,  which  Clio  gave,  which  kings  applaud. 
Which  £ur(^'s  bleeding  genius  call'd  abroad. 
Adieu! 
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In  a  species  of  poetry  altogether  his  own,  he  next  tried 
his  skill,  and  succeeded. 

Of  bis  wife,  he  was  deprived  in  1741.  Lady  Elisabeth 
had  lost,  after  her  marriage  with  Young,  an  amiable 
daughter,  by  her  former  husband,  just  after  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Temple,  son  of  lord  Palmerston.  Mr.  Temple 
did  not  long  remain  after  his  wife,  though  he  was  married 
a  second  time  to  a  daughter  of  sir  John  Barnard,  whose 
son  is  the  present  peer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Temple  have  gene- 
rally been  considered  as  Philander  and  Narcissa.  From 
the  great  friendship  which  constantly  subsisted  between 
Mr.  Temple  and  Young,  as  well  as  from  other  circum- 
stances, it  is  probable  that  the  poet  had  both  him  and  Mrs. 
Temple  in  view  for  these  characters ;  though,  at  the  same 
time,  some  passages  respecting  Philander  do  not  appear  to 
suit  either  Mr.  Temple  or  any  other  person  with  whom 
Young  was  known  to  be  connected  or  acquainted,  while  all 
the  circumstances  relating  to  Narcissa  have  been  constantly 
found  applicable  to  Young's  daughter-in-law. 

At  what  short  intervals  the  poet  tells  us  he  was  wounded 
by  the  deaths  of  the  three  persons  particularly  lamented, 
none  that  has  read  the  Night  Thoughts  (and  who  has  not 
read  them  ?)  needs  to  be  informed. 

Insatiate  arch^  !  could  not  one  suffice  ? 
\  Thy  shaft  flew  thrice ;  and  thrice  my  peace  was  riain ; 
And  thrice,  ere  thrice  yon  moon  had  fiU'd  her  horn. 

Yet  how  is  it  possible  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Temple  and 
lady  Elizabeth  Young  could  be  these  three  victims,  over 
whom  Young  has  hitherto 'been  pitied  for  having  to  pour 
the  Midnight  Sorrows  of  his  religious  poetry  ;  Mrs.  Tem- 
ple died  in  1736 ;  Mr.  Temple  four  years  afterwards,  in 
1740 ;  and  the  poet's  wife  seven  months  after  Mr.  Temple, 
in  1741.  How  could  the  insatiate  archer  thrice  slay  his. 
peace,  in  these  three  persons,  "  ere  thrice  the  moon  had 
fiU'd  her  horn  r 

But,  in  the  short  preface  to  the  Complaint,  he  seriously 
tells  us,  **  that  the  occasion  of  this  poem  was  real,  not  fic- 
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titions ;  and  that  the  facts  mentioned  did  naturally  poor 
these  moral  reflections  on  the  thought  of  the  writer."  It 
is  probable,  therefore,  that  in  these  three  contradictory 
lines,  the  poet  complains  more  than  the  father-in-law,  the 
friend,  or  the  widower. 

Whatever  names  belong  to  these  facts,  or,  if  the  names 
be  those  generally  supposed,  whatever  heightening  a  poet's 
sorrow  may  have  given  the  facts ;  to  the  sorrow  Young  felt 
from  them,  religion  and  morality  are  indebted  for  the 
Night  Thoughts.  There  is  a  pleasure  sure  in  sadness 
which  mourners  only  know ! 

Of  these  poems,  the  two  or  three  first  have  been  perused, 
perhaps  more  eagerly  and  more  frequently  than  the  rest. 
When  he  got  as  far  as  the  fourth  or  fifth,  his  original 
motive  for  taking  up  the  pen  was  answered ;  his  grief  was 
naturally  either  diminished  or  exhausted.  We  still  find  the 
same  pious  poet ;  but  we  hear  less  of  Philander  and  Nar- 
cissa,  and  less  of  the  mourner  whom  he  loved  to  pity. 

Mrs.  Temple  died  of  a  consumption  at  Lyons,  in  her 
way  to  Nice,  the  year  after  her  marriage ;  that  is,  when 
poetry  relates  the  fact,  ^'  in  her  bridal  hour.''  It  is  more 
than  poetically  true,  that  Young  accompanied  her  to  the 
Continent : 

I  flew,  I  snatch'd  her  from  the  rigid  north. 
And  bore  her  nearer  to  the  sun. 

But  in  vain.  Her  funeral  was  attended  with  the  diflScul- 
ties  painted  in  such  animated  colours  in  Night  the  Third. 
After  her  death,  the  remainder  of  the  party  passed  the 
ensuing  winter  at  Nice. 

The  poet  seems,  perhaps,  in  these  compositions,  to 
dwell  with  more  melancholy  on  the  death  of  Philander  and 
Narcissa,  than  of  his  wife.  But  it  is  only  for  this  reason. 
.  He  who  runs  and  reads  may  remember,  that  in  the  Night 
Thoughts  Philander  and  Narcissa  are  often  mentioned  and 
often  lamented.  To  recollect  lamentations  over  the  au- 
thor*s  wife,  the  memory  must  have  been  charged  with 
distinct   passages.      This    lady   brought   him   one   child. 
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Frederick,  now  living,  to  whom  the  prince  of  Wales  was 
godfather. 

That  domestick  grief  is,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be 
thanked  for  these  ornaments  to  our  langtiage,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  deny.  Nor  would  it  be  common  hardiness  to  con- 
tend, that  worldly  discontent  had  no  hand  in  these  joint 
productions  of  poetry  and  piety.  Yet  am  I  by  no  means 
sure  that,  at  any  rate,  we  should  not  have  had  something 
of  the  same  colour  from  Young*s  pencil,  notwithstanding 
the  liyeliness  of  his  satires.  In  so  long  a  life,  causes  for 
discontent  and  occasions  for  grief  must  have  occurred.  It 
is  not  clear  to  me  that  his  muse  was  not  sitting  upon  the 
watch  for  the  first  which  happened.  Night  thoughts  were 
not  uncommon  to  her,  even  when  first  she  visited  the  poet, 
and  at  a  time  when  he  himself  was  remarkable  neither  for 
gravity  nor  gloominess.  In  his  Last  Day,  almost  his 
earliest  poem,  he  calls  her  the  Melancholy  Maid, 

Whom  dismal  scenes  delight. 

Frequent  at  tombs  and  in  the  realms  of  night. 
In  the  prayer  which  concludes  the  second  book  of  the 
same  poem,  he  says — 

Oh  !  permit  the  gloom  of  solemn  night 

To  sacred  thought  may  forcibly  invite. 

Oh  !  how  divine  to  tread  the  milky  way. 

To  the  bright  palace  of  eternal  day  ! 

When  Young  was  writing  a  tragedy,  Grafton  is  said  by 
Spence  to  have  sent  him  a  human  skull,  with  a  candle  in 
it,  as  a  lamp  ;  and  the  poet  is  reported  to  have  used  it. 

What  he  calls  the  true  Estimate  of  Human  Life,  which 
has  already  been  mentioned,  exhibits  only  the  wrong  side 
of  the  tapestry ;  and,  being  asked  why  he  did  not  show  the 
right,  he  is  said  to  have  replied  that  he  could  not.  By 
others  it  has  been  told  me  that  this  was  finished ;  but  that, 
before  there  existed  any  copy,  it  was  torn  in  pieces  by  a 
lady's  monkey. 

Still,  is  it  altogether  fair  to  dress  up  the  poet  for  tho 
man,  and  to  bring  the  gloominess  of  the  Night  Thoughts 
to  prove  the  gloominess  of  Young,  and  to  show  that  his 
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geaiiit,  like  tlie  genias  of  Swift,  wai,  in  some  measare,  the 
sullen  inspiration  of  discontent. 

From  them  who  answer  in  the  affirmati?e  it  should  not 
be  concealed,  that,  though  **  In?isibilia  non  decipiunt'*  ap- 
peared upon  a  deception  in  Young's  grounds,  and 
**  Ambulantes  in  horto  audi^runt  vocem  Dei"  on  a  build- 
ing in  his  garden,  his  parish  was  indebted  to  the  good 
humour  of  the  author  of  the  Night  Thoughts  for  an  assem* 
bly  and  a  bowling-green. 

Whether  you  think  with  me,  I  know  not;  but  the 
ftunous  ^*  De  mortuis  nil  nisi  bonum*'  always  appeared  to 
me  to  savour  more  of  female  weakness  than  of  manly  rei^ 
son.  He  that  has  too  much  feeling  to  speak  ill  of  the 
dead,  who,  if  they  cannot  defend  themselves,  are,  at  least, 
ignorant  of  his  abuse,  wiU  not  hesitate,  by  the  most  wanton 
calumny,  to  destroy  the  quiet,  the  reputation,  the  fcHrtune, 
of  the  living.  Yet  censure  is  not  heard  beneath  the  tomb, 
any  more  than  praise.  ''  De  mortuis  nil  nisi  verum — De 
vivis  nil  nisi  bonum,''  would  approach  much  nearer  to  good 
sense.  After  all,  the  few  handfuls  of  remaining  dust 
which  once  composed  the  body  of  the  author  of  the  Night 
Thoughts  feel  not  much  oonoeni  whether  Young  pass 
now  for  a  man  of  sorrow,  or  for  a  ''fellow  of  infinite  jest." 
To  this  favour  mpst  come  the  whole  family  of  Yorick. 
His  immortal  part,  wherever  that  now  dwells,  is  still  less 
solicitous  on  this  head. 

But  to  a  son  of  worth  and  sensibility  it  is  of  some  little . 
consequence  whether  contemporaries  believe,  and  posterity 
be  taught  to  believe,  that  his  debauched  and  reprobate  life 
cast  a  Stygian  gloom  over  the  evening  of  his  father's  days, 
«aved  him  the  trouble  of  feigning  a  character  completely 
detestable,  and  succeeded,  at  last,  in  bringing  his  "  grey 
hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave." 

The  humanity  of  the  world,  Uttle  satisfied  with  invent- 
ing perhaps  a  melancholy  disposition  for  the  father,  pro- 
ceeds next  to  invent  an  argument  in  support  of  their  in- 
veatioB,  and  chooses  that  Jiorenzo  should  be  Young*s  own 
son,    The  Biographia  and  every  account  of  Young  pretty 
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roundly  assert  this  to  be  the  fact ;  of  the  absolute  impossi- 
bility of  which  the  Biogi^hia  itself,  in  particular  dates, 
contaiDs  undeniable  evidence.  Readers  I  know  there  are 
of  a  strange  turn  of  mind,  who  will  hereafter  peruse  the 
Night  Thoughts  with  less  satisfaction ;  who  will  wish  they 
had  stUi  been  deceived ;  who  will  quarrel  with  me  for  dis- 
covering that  no  such  character  as  their  Lorenzo  ever  yet 
disgraced  human  nature,  or  broke  a  father's  heart.  Yet 
would  these  admirers  of  the  sublime  and  terrible  be  offend- 
ed, should  you  set  them  down  for  cruel  and  for  savage. 

Of  this  report,  inhuman  to  the  surviving  son,  if  it  be 
true,  in  proportion  as  the  character  of  Lorenzo  is  diaboli- 
cal, where  are  we  to  find  the  proof?  Perhaps  it  is  clear 
from  the  poems. 

From  the  first  line  to  the  last  of  the  Night  Thoughts  no 
one  expression  can  be  discovered  which  betrays  any  thing 
like  the  father.  In  the  Second  Night  I  find  an  expression 
which  betrays  something  else ;  that  Lorenzo  was  his  friend ; 
one,  it  is  possible,  of  his  former  companions ;  one  of  the 
duke  of  Wharton's  set.  The  poet  styles  him  ''  gay  friend ;" 
an  appellation  not  very  natural  from  a  pious  incensed  fether 
to  such  a  being  as  he  paints  Lorenzo,  and  that  being  his  son. 

But  let  us  see  how  he  has  sketched  this  dreadful  por- 
tnai,  from  the  sight  of  some  of  whose  features  the  artbt 
himself  must  have  turned  away  with  horrour.  A  subject 
more  shocking,  if  his  only  child  really  sat  to  him,  than  the 
crucifixion  of  Michael  Angelo ;  upon  the  horrid  story  told 
of  which,  Youug  composed  a  short  poem  of  fourteen  lines 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  which  he  did  not  think  de- 
served to  be  republished. 

In  the  First  Night,  the  address  to  the  poet's  supposed 
son  is, 

Loren»>^  fortune  makes  her  court  to  thee. 

In  the  Fifth  Night; 

And  bums  Lorenso  still  jbr  the  sublime 
Of  life  ?  to  hang  his  airy  nest  on  high  ? 

Is  this  a  picture  of  the  son  of  the  rector  of  Welwyn  I 
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Eighth  Night; 

In  foreign  reafans  (for  thou  hast  travell'd  far ;) 
which  even  now  does  not  apply  to  his  son. 
In  Night  Five  ; 

So  wept  Lorenzo  fair  Clarissa's  fate ; 

Who  gave  that  angel-boy  on  whom  he  dotes ; 

And  dy'd  to  give  him^  orphan'd  in  his  birth ! 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Fifth  Night  we  find ; 

Lfwenso !  to  recriminate  is  just ; 

I  grant  the  man  is  vain  who  writes  for  praise. 

But,  to  cut  short  all  inquiry ;  if  any  one  of  these  passages, 
if  any  passage  in  the  poems,  be  applicable,  my  friend  shall 
pass  for  Lorenzo.  The  son  of  the  author  of  the  Night 
Thoughts  was  not  old  enough,  when  they  were  written,  to 
recriminate,  or  to  be  a  father.  The  Night  Thoughts  were 
beg^n  immediately  after  th^  mournful  event  of  1741.  The 
first  Nights  appear,  in  the  books  of  the  company  of  Sta- 
tioners, as  the  property  of  Robert  Dodsley,  in  1742.  The 
preface  to  Night  Seven  is  dated  July  7th,  1744.  The 
marriage,  in  consequence  of  which  the  supposed  Lorenzo 
was  bom,  happened  in  May,  1731.  Young's  child  was 
not  bom  till  June,  1733.  In  1741  this  Lorenzo,  this 
finished  infidel,  this  father  to  whose  education  vice  had  for 
some  years  put  the  last  hand,  was  only  eight  years  old. 

An  anecdote  of  this  cruel  sort,  so  open  to  contradiction, 
so  impossible  to  be  true,  who  could  propagate  i  Thus  easily 
are  blasted  the  reputations  of  the  living  and  of  the  dead. 

Who,  then,  was  Lorenzo?  exclaim  the  readers  I  have 
mentioned.  If  we  cannot  be  sure  that  he  was  his  son, 
which  would  have  -been  finely  terrible,  was  he  not  his 
nephew,  his  cousin  ? 

These  are  questions  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  answer. 
For  the  sake  of  human  nature,  I  could  wish  Lorenzo  to 
have  been  only  the  creation  of  the  poefs  fancy:  like  the 
Quintus  of  Anti- Lucretius,  '*  quo  nomine,''  says  Polig^ac, 
^'quemvis  Atheum  intellige."  That  this  was  the  case, 
many  expressions  in  the  Night  Thoughts  would  seem  to 
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prove,  did  not  a  passage  in  Night  Eight  appear  to  show 
that  he  had  something  in  his  eye  for  the  groundwork,  at 
least,  of  the  painting.  Lovelace  or  Lorenzo  may  be  feigned 
characters ;  bat  a  writer  does  not  feig^  a  name  of  which  he 
only  g^ves  the  initial  letter  : 

Tell  not  Calista.     She  will  laugh  thee  dead. 
Or  send  thee  to  her  hermitage  with  L . 

The  Biographia,  not  satisfied  with  pointing  out  the  son 
of  Young,  in  that  son's  lifetime,  as  his  father*s  Lorenzo, 
travels  out  of  its  way  into  the  history  of  the  son,  and  tells 
of  his  having  been  forbidden  his  college  at  Oxford,  for 
mii^behaviour.  How  such  anecdotes,  were  they  true,  tend 
to  illustrate  the  life  of  Young,  it  is  not  easy  to  discover. 
Was  the  son  of  the  author  of  the  Night  Thoughts,  indeed, 
forbidden  his  college  for  a  time,  at  one  of  the  universities? 
The  author  of  Paradise  Lost  is  by  some  supposed  to  have 
been  disgracefully  ejected  from  the  other.  From  juvenile 
follies  who  is  free  ?  But,  whatever  the  Biographia  chooses 
to  relate,  the  son  of  Young  experienced  no  dismission  from 
his  college,  either  lasting  or  temporary. 

Yet,  were  nature  to  indulge  him  with  a  second  youth, 
and  to  leave  him  at  the  same  time  the  experience  of  that 
which  is  past,  he  would  probably  spend  it  differently — 
who  would  not  ? — ^he  would  certainly  be  the  occasion  of 
less  uneasiness  to  his  father.  But^  from  the  same  ex- 
perience, he  would  as  certainly,  in  the  same  case,  be 
treated  differently  by  his  father. 

Young  was  a  poet :  poets,  with  reverence  be  it  spoken, 
do  not  make  the  best  parents.  Fancy  and  imagination 
seldom  deig^  to  stoop  from  their  heights;  always  stoop 
unwillingly  to  the  low  level  of  common  duties.  Aloof 
from  vulgar  life,  they  pursue  their  rapid  flight  beyond  the 
ken  of  mortals,  and  descend  not  to  earth  but  when  com- 
pelled by  necessity.  The  prose  of  ordinary  occurrences 
is  beneath  the  dignity  of  poets. 

He  who  is  connected  with  the  author  of  the  Night 
Thoughts,  only  by  veneration  for  the  poet  and  the  chris- 
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tian,  may  be  allowed  to  obgerve»  that  Young  is  one  of 
tho^e,  concerning  whom^  as  you  remark  in  your  account  of 
Addison,  it  is  proper  rather  to  say  ''  nothing  that  is  false, 
than  all  that  is  true/' 

But  the  son  of  Young  would  almost  sooner,  I  know, 
pass  for  a  Lorenzo,  than  see  himself  vindicated,  at  the 
expense  of  his  father's  memory,  from  follies  which,  if  it 
may  be  thought  blamable  in  a  boy  to  have  committed 
them,  it  is  surely  praiseworthy  in  a  man  to  lament,  and 
certainly  not  only  unnecessary  but  cruel  in  a  biog^pher 
to  record. 

Of  the  Night  Thoughts,  notwithstanding  their  author's 
professed  retirement,  all  are  inscribed  to  great  or  to  grow- 
ing names.  He  had  not  yet  weaned  himself  from  earls  and 
dukes,  from  speakers  of  the  house  of  commons,  lords  com- 
missioners of  the  treasury,  and  chancellors  of  the  exchequer. 
In  Night  Eight  the  politician  plainly  betrays  himself: 

Think  no  post  needful  that  demands  a  knave  : 
When  late  our  civil  helm  was  shifting  hands. 
So  P thought ;  think  better  if  you  can. 

Yet  it  must  be  confessed,  that  at  the  conclusion  of  Night 
Nine,  weary,  perhaps,  of  courting  earthly  patrons,  he  tells 
his  soul, 

Henotfbrth 
Thy  patnm  he,  whose  diadem  has  dn^t 
Yon  gems  of  heaven ;  eternity  thy  prise  ; 
And  leave  the  racers  of  the  world  their  own. 

The  Fourth  Night  was  addressed,  by  a  ''  much-indebted 
muse,"  to  the  honourable  Mr.  Yorke,  now  lord  Hardwicke ; 
who  meant  to  have  laid  the  muse  under  still  greater  ob- 
ligation, by  the  living  of  Shenfield  in  Essex,  if  it  had 
become  vacant. 

The  First  Night  concludes  with  this  passage : 

Dark,  though  not  blind,  like  thee,  Meonides  : 
Or  Milton,  thee.     Ah  !  could  I  reach  your  strain  ; 
Or  his  idio  made  Meonides  our  own ! 
Man  too  he  sung.    Immortal  man  I  smg. 
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Oh !  had  he  prest  hu  theme,  puna'd  the  track 
Which  opens  out  of  darkneaa  into  day  f 
Oh !  had  he  mounted  on  his  wing  of  fire,  • 
Soar'd,  wh^e  I  sink,  and  sung  immortal  man- 
How  had  it  hlest  mankind,  and  rescu'd  me ! 

To  the  author  of  these  lines  was  dedicated,  in  1766,  the 
first  volume  of  an  Essay  on  the  Writings  and  Genius  of 
Pope,  which  attempted,  wfietber  justly  or  not,  to  pluck 
from  Pope  his  "  wing  of  .fire,"  and  to  reduce  him  to  a  rank 
at  least  one  degree  lower  than  the  first  class  of  English 
poets.  If  Young  accepted  and  approved  the  dedication, 
he  countenanced  this  attack  upon  the  fame  of  him  whom 
he  invokes  as  his  muse. 

Part  of  "  paper-sparing"  Pope's  third  book  of  the 
Odyssey,  deposited  in  the  Museum,  is  written  upon  the 
back  of  a  letter  signed  ''  E.  Young,"  which  is  clearly  the 
handwriting  of  our  Young.  The  letter,  dated  only  May 
the  2nd,  seems  obscure ;  but  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
the  friendship  he  requests  was  a  literary  one,  and  that  he 
had  the  highest  literary  opinion  of  Pope.  The  request 
was  a  prologue,  I  am  told. 

"May. the  2nd. 
"  Dear  Sir, — Having  been  often  from  home,  I  know 
not  if  you  have  done,  me  the  favour  of  calling  on  me.  But, 
be  that  as  it  will,  I  much  want  that  instance  of  your  friend- 
ship I  mentioned  in  my  last ;  a  friendship  I  am  very  sen- 
sible I  can  receive  from  no  one  but  yourself.  I  should  not 
urge  this  thing  so  much  but  for  very  particular  reasons ; 
nor  can  you  be  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  a  *  trifle  of  this 
nature'  may  be  of  serious  moment  to  me ;  and  while  I  am 
in  hopes  of  the  great  advantage  of  your  advice  about  it,  I 
shall  not  be  so  absurd  as  to  make  any  further  step  without 
it.  I  know  you  are  much  engaged,  and  only  hope  to  hear 
of  you  at  your  entire  leisure. 

**  I  am,  sir,  your  most  faithful, 
"  and  obedient  servant, 

"E.  Young." 
Nay,  even  after  Pope's  death,  he  says,  in  Night  Seven, 
Pope,  who  couldst  make  immortals,  art  thoo  dead? 
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Either  the  Essaj,  then,  was  dedicated  to  a  patron,  who 
disapproved  its  doctrine,  which  I  have  been  told  by  the 
author  was  not  the  case ;  or  Young  appears,  in  his  old  age, 
to  have  bartered  for  a  dedication,  an  opinion  entertained 
of  his  friend  through  all  that  part  of  life  when  he  must 
have  been  best  able  to  form  opinions. 

From  this  account  of  Young,  two  or  three  short  passages, 
which  stand  almost  together  in  Night  Four,  should  not  be 
excluded.  They  afford  a  picture  by  his  own  hand,  from 
the  study  of  which  my  readers  may  choose  to  form  their 
own  opinion  of  the  features  of  his  mind,  and  the  complexion 
of  ins  life : 

Ah  me !  the  dire  effect 
Of  loit'ring  here,  of  death  defrauded  long ; 
Of  old  80  gracioos  (and  let  that  suffice) 
My  very  master  knows  me  not, 
I've  been  so  long  remember'd^  I'm  forgot. 

When  in  his  courtiers'  ears  I  pour  my  plaint. 

They  drink  it  as  the  nectar  of  the  great ; 

And  squeeze  my  hand/ and  beg  me  come  to-morrow. 

Twice  told  the  period  spent  on  stubborn  Troy, 
Court-favour,  yet  untaken,  I  besiege, 

« 

If  this  song  lives,  posterity  shall  know 
One,  though  in  Britain  born,  with  courtiers  bred. 
Who  thought  e'en  gold  might  come  a  day  too  late ; 
Nor  on  his  subtle  deathbed  plann'd  his  scheme 
For  future  vacancies  in  church  or  state. 

Deduct  from  the  writer's  age  **  twice  told  the  period  spent 
on  stubborn  Troy,*'  and  you  will  still  leave  him  more  than 
forty  when  he  sat  down  to  the  miserable  siege  of  court- 
favour.     He  has  before  told  us, 

A  fool  at  forty  is  a  fool  indeed. 

After  all,  the  siege  seems  to  have  been  raised  only  in  con- 
sequence of  what  the  General  thought  his  **  deathbed." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


YOUNG.  447 

By  these  extraordinary  poems,  written  after  he  was  sixty, 
of  which  I  have  been  led  to  say  so  much,  I  hope,  by  the 
wish  of  doing  justice  to  the  living  and  the  dead,  it  was  the 
desire  of  Young  to  be  principally  known.  He  entitled  the 
four  volumes  which  he  published  himself,  the  Works  of  the 
Author  of  the  Night  Thoughts.  While  it  is  remembered 
that  from  these  he  excluded  many  of  his  writings,  let  it 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  rejected  pieces  contained  nothing 
prejudicial  to  the  cause  of  virtue,  or  of  religion.  Were 
every  thing  that  Young  ever  wrote  to  be  published,  he  would 
only  appear,  perhaps,  in  a  less  respectable  light  as  a  poet^ 
and  more  despicable  as  a  dedicator ;  he  would  not  pass  for 
a  worse  christian,  or  for  a  worse  man.  This  enviable  praise 
is  due  to  Young.  Can  it  be  claimed  by  every  writer  ?  His 
dedications,  after  all,  he  had,  perhaps,  no  right  to  suppress. 
They  all,  I  believe,  speak,  not  a  little  to  the  credit  of  his 
gratitude,  of  favours  received,  and  I  know  not  whether  the 
author,  who  has  once  solemnly  printed  an  acknowledgment 
of  a  favour,  should  not  always  print  it. 

Is  it  to  the  credit  or  to  the  discredit  of  Young,  as  a  poet, 
that  of  his  Night  Thoughts  the  French  are  particularly  fond? 

Of  the  Epitaph  on  lord  Aubrey  Beauclerk,  dated  1740, 
all  I  know  is,  that  I  find  it  in  the  late  body  of  English 
poetry,  and  that  I  am  sorry  to  find  it  there. 

Notwithstanding  the  farewell  which  he  seemed  to  have 
taken  in  the  Night  Thoughts  of  every  thing  which  bore  the 
least  resemblance  to  ambition,  he  dipped  again  in  politicks. 
In  1745  he  wrote  Reflections  on  the  publick  Situation  of 
the  Kingdom,  addressed  to  the  duke  of  Newcastle;  indig- 
nant, as  it  appears,  to  behold 

A  pope-bred  princeling  crawl  ashore. 
And  whistle  cut-throats,  with  those  swords  that  scrap'd 
Their  barren  rocks  for  wretched  sustenance. 
To  cut  his  passage  to  the  British  throne. 

This  political  poem  might  be  called  a  Night  Thought. 
Indeed  it  was  originally  printed  as  the  conclusion  of  the 
Night  Thoughts,  though  he  did  not  gather  it  with  his 
other  works. 
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Prefixed  to  the  second  edition  of  Howe*8  Devoot  Medi- 
tations, is  a  letter  from  Yonng,  dated  Jannary  10,  1753, 
addressed  to  Archibald  Macaulj,  esq.  thanking  him  for 
the  book,  which'  he  says  **  he  shali  never  lay  far  ovt  of  his 
reach ;  for  a  greater  demonstration  of  a  sound  head  and  a 
sincere  heart  he  never  Niw.'' 

In  1758,  when  the  Brothers  liad  lain  by  him  aboTe 
thirty  years,  it  appeared  upon  the  stage.  If  any  part  of 
his  fortune  had  been  acquired  by  servility  of  adulation,  he 
now  determined  to  deduct  from  it  no  inconsiderable  sum, 
as  a  gift  to  the  society  for  the  propagation  of  the  Grospel. 
To  this  sum  he  hoped  the  profits  of  the  Brothers  would 
amount.  In  his  calculation  he  was  deceived  ;  but  by  the 
bad  success  of  his  play  the  society  was  not  a  loser.  The 
author  made  up  the  sum  he  originally  intended,  wtuch  was 
a  thousand  pounds,  from  his  own  pocket. 

The  next  performance  which  he  printed  was  a  prose  pub- 
lication, entitled,  the  Centaur  not  fabulous,  in  six  Letters 
to  a  Friend  on  the  Life  in  Vogue.  The  conclusion  is 
dated  November  29, 1754.  In  the  third  letter  is  described 
the  deathbed  of  the  **  gay,  young,  noble,  ingenious,  accom- 
plished, and  most  wretched  Altamont."  His  last  words  were, 
**  my  principles  have  poisoned  my  friend,  my  extrava- 
gance has  beggared  my  boy,  my  unkindness  has  murdered 
my  wife  I*'  Either  Altamont  and  Lorenso  were  the  twin 
production  of  fancy,  or  Young  was  unludty  enough  to  know 
two  characters  whe  bore  no  little  resemblance  to  each  other 
in  perfection  of  wickedness.  Report  has  been  accustomed 
to  call  Altamont  lord  Euston. 

The  Old  Man's  Relapse,  occasioned  by  an  epistle  to 
Walpole,  if  written  by  Young,  which  I  much  doubt,  must 
have  been  vnritten  very  late  in  life.  It  has  been  seen,  I 
am  to|d,  in  a  miscellany  published  thirty  years  before  his 
death.  In  1758,  he  exhibited  the  Old  Man's  Relapse,  in 
more  than  words^by  again  becoming  a  dedicator,  and  pub- 
lishing a  sermon  addressed  to  the  king. 

The  lively  letter  in  prose,  on  Original  Composition,  ad- 
dressed to  Richardson,  the  author  of  Clarissa,  appeared  in 
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1759.  ''Tiiotigh  he  daspaks  of  breaking  throng  the  firoBen 
obgtnietioiifl  of  age  and  eare*s  incumbent  cloud,  into  tkat 
flow  of  thought  and  brightness  of  expression,  which  sahp* 
jects  so  polite  require;"  jet  is  it  more  like  the  prodnetbn 
of  untamed,  unbridled  youth,  than  of  jaded  Ikmrscore* 
Some  sevenfold  volumes  put  him  in  mind  of  Ovid's  seveor 
fold  channels  of  the  Nile  at  the  oonftigratioti : 


ostia  septem 

Pulvemlenta  vocftnt,  septem  sine  flumine  valles. 

Such  leaden  labours  are  like  Lyourgus's  iron  money,  which 
was  so  much  less  in  value  than  in  bulk,  that  it  required 
bams  for  strong  boxes,  and  a  yoke  of  oxen  to  draw  five 
hundred  pounds. 

If  there  is  a  famine  of  invention  in  the  land,  we  must 
travel,  he  says,  like  Joseph's  brethren,  &r  for  food;  we 
must  visit  the  remote  and  lich  anoients.  But  an  inventive 
genius  may  safely  stay  at  home :  that,  tike  the  widow's 
cruise,  is  divinely  r^leaisbed  froi&  Within*  and  affords  us 
a  miraculous  delight.  He  asks  why  it  should  seem  alto- 
gether impossible,  that  heaven's  latest  editions  of  the 
human  mind  may  be  the  most  correct  and  fair?  And 
Jonson,  he  tells  us,  wa$  v^ry  leariied#  as  Sampson  was 
very  strong,  to  his  own  hurt.  Blind  ta  the  nature  of  tra- 
gedy, he  pulled  down  aU  antiqidty  on  hia  head,  and  buried 
himself  under  it. 

Is  this  "  care's  incumbent  cloud,"  or  "  the  frozen  ob- 
structions of  age  V* 

In  this  letter  Pope  is  severely  censured  for  his  "fall 
from  Homer's  numbers,  free  as  air,  lofty  and  harmonious 
as  the  spheres,  into  childish  shackles  and  tinkling  sounds ; 
for  putting  Achilles  into  petticoats  a  second  time :"  but  we 
are  told  that  the  dying  swan  talked  over  an  epick  plan 
with  Young  a  few  weeks  be&re  his  decease. 

Young's  chief  inducement  to  write  this  letter  was,  as  he 
confesses,  that  he  might  erect  a  monumental  marble  to 
the  memory  of  ap  ^  friend-  He,  who  employed  his  pious 
pen,  for  almost  the  last  time,  in  thus  doing  justice  to  the 

▼OL.  VIII.  O  g 
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exemplary  deathbed  of  Addiioiip  might,  probably,  at  the 
olose  of  his  own  life,  afford  no  nnnseful  lesson  for  the 
deaths  of  others. 

In  the  postscript,  he  writes  to  Richardson,  that  he  will 
see  in  his  next  how  far  Addison  is  an  original.  Bat  no 
other  letter  appears. 

The  few  lines  which  stand  in  the  last  edition,  as  **  sent 
by  lord  Melcombe  to  Dr.  Young,  not  long  before  his  lord- 
ship's death,"  were,  indeed,  so  sent,  bat  were  only  an  in- 
troduction to  what  was  there  meant  by  'Uhe  muse's  latest 
spark."  The  poem  is  necessary,  whatever  may  be  its 
merit,  since  the  preface  to  it  is  already  printed.  Lord 
Melcombe  called  his  Tusculum,  La  Trappe. 

"  Love  thy  country,  wish  it  well. 

Not  with  too  intense  a  care ; 
'Tis  enough  that,  when  it  fell. 

Thou  its  ruin  didst  not  share. 

Envy's  censure,  flatt'ry's  praise. 

With  unmov'd  indiflTrence  view ; 
Learn  to  tread  life's  dang'rous  maze. 

With  unerring  virtue's  clew. 

Void  of  strong  deshe  and  fear. 

Life's  wide  ocean  trust  no  more ; 
Strive  thy  little  bark  to  steer 

With  the  tide,  but  near  the  shore. 

Thus  prepar'd,  thy  shorten'd  sail 
Shall,  whene'er  the  winds  increase. 

Seising  each  propitious  gale. 
Waft  thee  to  the  port  of  peace. 

Keep  thy  conscience  from  offence. 

And  tempestuous  passions  free ; 
So,  when  thou  art  call'd  from  hence, 

£asy  shall  thy  passage  be ; 

Kasy  shall  thy  passage  be. 

Cheerful  thy  allotted  stay. 
Short  th'  account  'twixt  GK>d  and  thee : 

Hope  shall  meet  thee  on  the  way : 
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Truth  shall  lead  thee  to  the  gate> 

Mercy's  self  shall  let  thee  in. 
Where  its  never-changing  state 

Fall  perfection  shall  b^in." 

The  poem  was  accompaDied  by  a  letter. 

"  La  Trappc,  the  27th  of  Oct.  1761. 

"  Dbar  Sir, — You  seemed  to  like  the  ode  I  sent  you 
for  your  amusement :  I  now  send  it  you  as  a  present.  If 
you  please  to  accept  of  it,  and  are  willing  that  our  friend- 
ship should  be  known  when  we  are  gone,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  leave  this  amoiu^  those  of  your  own  papers  that 
may  possibly  see  the  light  by  a  posthumous  publication* 
God  send  us  health  while  we  stay,  and  an  easy  journey ! 
*•  My  dear  Dr.  Young, 

"  yours,  most  cordially, 

"  Mblcombe." 

In  1762,  a  short  time  before  his  death.  Young  published 
Resignation.  Notwithstanding  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  really  forced  from  him  by  the  world,  criticbm  has 
treated  it  with  no  common  severity.  If  it  shall  be  thought 
not  to  deserve  the  highest  praise,  on  the  other  side  of  four- 
score, by  whom,  except  by  Newton  and  by  Waller,  has 
praise  been  merited  ? 

To  Mrs.  Montagu,  the  famous  champion  of  Shakespeare, 
I  am  indebted  for  the  history  of  Resignation.  Observing 
that  Mrs.  Boscawen,  in  the  midst  of  her  grief  for  the  loss 
of  the  admiral,  derived  consolation  from  the  perusal  of 
the  Night  Thoughts,  Mrs.  Montagu  proposed  a  visit  to 
the  author.  From  conversing  with  Young,  Mrs.  Boscaweu 
derived  still  further  consolation ;  and  to  that  visit  she  and 
the  world  were  indebted  for  this  poem.  .  It  compliments 
Mrs.  Montagu  in  the  following  lines : 

Yet  write  I  must.    A  lady  sues : 

How  shameful  her  request ! 
My  brain  in  labour  with  dull  rhyme. 
Hers  teeming  with  the  best ! 

og2 
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And  again ; 

A  friend  you  have,  and  I  the  same, 

Whose  prudent,  soft  address 
Will  bring  to  life  those  healing  thoughts 

Which  dy*d  in  your  distress. 

That  firiend^  the  spirit  of  thy  theme 

Extracting  for  your  ease. 
Will  leave  to  me  the  dreg,  in  thoughts 

Too  common ;  such  as  these. 

By  the  same  lady  I  am  enabled  to  say,  in  ber  own 
words,  tbat  Young's  unbounded  genius  appeared  td  greater 
advantage  in  the  companion  than  eve«  in  die  author;  that 
the  christian  was  in  him  a  character  stM  more  inspired, 
more  enraptured,  more  sublime,  than  the  poet ;  and  that, 
in  his  ordinary  conversation, 

Letting  down  the  golden  chain  from  high. 
He  drew  his  audience  upward  to  the  sky. 

Notwithstandiag  Young  had  said,  ia  kii  Co^}6«ture8  ob 
original  Composition,  that  **  blank  veane  is  verse  tufaUea^ 
uncurst ;  verse  reclaimed,  reinthroned  in  the  tme  ianguago 
of  the  gods,*'  notwithstanding  be  admianstered  ooasolatioQ 
to  his  owa  grief  in  this  immortal  iaoguage,  Mrs.  Soscawaa 
was  comforted  in  rhyme. 

While  the  poet  and  the  christian  were  applyia^g  this 
comfort.  Young  had  hiniBelf  occasion  for  comfart,  in  con- 
science  of  ike  sudden  death  of  Richardson,  who  was 
printing  the  former  part  of  the  poem.  Of  Richardson's 
death  be  says. 

When  heav'n  would  kindly  set  us  free. 

And  earth's  enchantment  end  ; 
It  takes  the  most  effectual  means. 

And  robe  us  of  a  friend. 

To  Resignation  was  prefoed  an  ap<^gy  for  its  appear- 
ance  ;  to  which  nore  credit  is  -due  than  to  the  generality 
of  such  apologies,  from  Young's  nnvtnai  anxiety  that  no 
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more  productions  of  hk  old  Age  ahoald  dkgraoe  his  fomier 
fame.  In  his  will»  dated  FelHniary»  1760,  he  desires  of  his 
exeeators,  ''in  a  particular  manner^**  that  all  his  manu- 
aeript  books  and  writings  whatever  might  be  burned^  ex- 
oept  his  book  of  accounts. 

In  September,  1764  he  added  a  kind  of  codicii,  wherein 
he  made  it  his  dying  intreaty  to  his  housekeeper,  to  whom 
he  left  1000/.  ''that  all  his  manuscripts  might  be  destroyed, 
as  soon  as  he  was  dead,  which  would  greatly  oblige  her 
deceased /mndf." 

It  may  teach  mankind  the  uncertainty  of  worldly  friend- 
ships, to  know,  that  Young,  either  by  surviving  those  he 
loved,  or  by  outliving  their,  affections,  could  only  recollect 
the  names  of  two  friends,  his  housekeeper  and  a  hatter,  to 
mention  in  his  will;  and  it  may  serve  to  repress  that  tes- 
tamentary pride,  which  too  often  seeks  for  sounding  names 
and  titles,  to  be  informed,  that  the  author  of  the  Night 
Thoughts  did  not  blush  to  leave  a  legacy  to  "  his  friend 
Henry  Stevens,  a  hatter  at  the  Temple-gate.**  Of  these 
two  remaining  friends,  one  went  before  Young.  But,  at 
eighty-four,  "  where,"  as  he  asks  in  the  Centaur,  "  is  that 
work!  into  which  we  were  bcHm  ?" 

The  same  humility  which  mari^ed  a  hatter  and  a  house- 
keeper for  the  friends  of  the  author  of  the  Night  Thoughts 
had  before  bestowed  the  same  title  on  his  footman,  in  an 
epitaph  in  his  Church-yard  upon  James  Barker,  dated  1749 ; 
which  I  am  glad  to  find  in  the  late  collection  of  his  works. 

Young  and  his  housekeeper  were  ridiculed,  with  more 
ill-nature  than  wit,  in  a  kind  of  novel  published  by  Kidgell, 
in  1755,  called  the  Card,  under  the  names  of  Dr.  Elwes 
and  Mrs.  Fusby. 

In  April,  1765,  at  an  age  to  which  few  attain,  a  period 
was  put  to  the  life  of  Young, 

He  had  performed  no  duty  for  three  or  four  years,  but 
he  retained  his  intellects  to  the  last. 

Much  is  told  in  the  Biographia,  which  I  know  not  to 
have  been  true,  of  the  manner  of  his  burial ;  of  the  master 
and  children  of  a  charity-school,  which  he  founded  in  his 
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parish,  who  neglected  to  attend  tbehr  benefaotor^s  corpse ; 
and  of  a  bell  which  was  not  earned  to  toll  so  often  as  upon 
those  occasions  bells  usually  toll.  Had  that  humanity, 
which  is  here  lavished  upon  things  of  little  consequence 
either  to  the  living  or  to  the  dead,  been  shown  in  its  proper 
place  to  the  living,  I  should  have  had  less  to  say  about 
Lorenzo.  They  who  lanent  that  these  misfortunes  hap* 
pened  to  Young,  forget  the  praise  he  bestows  upon  So- 
crates, in  the  preface  to  Night  Seven,  for  resenting  his 
friend's  request  about  his  funeral. 

During  some  part  of  his  life  Young  was  abroad,  hot  I 
have  not  been  able  to  learn  any  particulars. 

In  his  seventh  Satire  he  says. 

When,  after  battle,  I  the  field  have  been 

Spread  o'er  with  ghastly  shapes  which  once  were  men. 

It  is  known  also,  that  from  this,  or  from  some  other 
field,  he  once  wandered  into  the  enemy's  camp,  with  a 
classick  in  his  hand,  which  he  was  reading  intently ;  and 
had  some  difficulty  to  prove  that  he  was  only  an  absent 
poet,  and  not  a  spy. 

The  curious  reader  of  Young's  life  will  naturally  inquire 
to  what  it  was  owing,  that  though  he  lived  almost  forty 
years  after  he  took  orders,  which  included  one  whole  reign, 
uncommonly  long,  and  part  of  another,  he  was  never 
thought  worthy  of  the  least  preferment.  The  author  of 
the  Night  Thoughts  ended  Ins  days  upon  a  living  which 
came  to  him  from  his  college,  without  any  favour,  and  to 
which  he  probably  had  an  eye  when  he  determined  on  the 
church.  To  satisfy  curiosity  of  this  kind  is,  at  this  distance 
of  time,  far  from  easy.  The  parties  themselves  know  not 
often,  at  the  instant,  why  they  are  neglected,  or  why  they 
are  preferred.  The  neglect  of  Young  is  by  some  ascribed 
to  his  having  attached  himself  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  and 
to  his  having  preached  an  offensive  sermon  at  St.  James's. 
It  has  been  told  me,  that  he  had  two  hundred  a  year  in  the 
late  reign,  by  the  patronage  of  Walpole ;  and  that,  when- 
ever any  one  reminded  the  king  of  Young,  the  only  answer 
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was,  '^  he  has  a  penaioD.''  All  the  Ugbt  thrown  on  this 
inquiry,  by  the  following  letter  from  Seeker,  only  serves  to 
show  at  what  a  late  period. of  life  the  author  of  the  Night 
Thoughts  solicited  preferment 

"  Deanery  of  St  Paul's,  July  8, 1768. 

"Good  De.  Young, — I  have  long  wondered,  that 
more  suitable  notice  of  your  great  merit  hath  not  been 
taken  by  persons  in  power.  But  how  to  remedy  the  omis- 
sion I  see  not.  No  encouragement  hath  ever  been  g^ven 
me  to  mention  things  of  this  nature  to  his  majesty.  And 
therefore,  in  all  likelihood,  the  onlj  consequence  of  doing 
it  would  be  weakening  the  little  influence  which  else  I  may 
possibly  have  on  some  other  occasions.  Your  fortune  and 
your  reputation  set  you  above  the  need  of  advancement ; 
and  your  sentimente,  above  that  concern  for  it,  on  your 
own  account,  which,  on  that  of  the  publick,  is  sincerely 

felt  by 

"  Your  lovmg  brother, 

"Tho.  Cant." 

At  last,  at  the  age  of  fourscore,  he  was  appointed,  in 
1761,  clerk  of  the  closet  to  the  princess  dowager. 

One  obstacle  must  have  stood  not  a  little  in  the  way  of 
that  preferment,  after  which  his  whole  life  seems  to  have 
panted.  Though  he  took  orders,  he  never  entirely  shook 
oflF  politicks.  He  was  always  the  lion  of  his  master  Milton, 
"  pawing  to  get  free  his  hinder  parts."  By  this  conduct, 
if  he  gained  some  friends,  he  made  many  enemies. 

Again :  Young  was  a  poet;  and  again,  with  reverence 
be  it  spoken,  poets  by  profession,  do  not  always  make  the 
best  clergymen.  If  the  author  of  the  Night  Thoughts  com- 
posed many  sermons,  he  did  not  oblige  the  publick  with 

many. 

Besides,  in  the  latter  part  of  life.  Young  was  fond  of 
holding  himself  out  for  a  man  retired  from  the  world.  But 
he  seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  the  same  verse  which 
contains  *'  oblitus  meorum,"  contains  also  "  obliviscendus 
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el  illii."  Tke  britUe  ehain  of  worldly  fiieDdBUp  and  pa- 
tronage  is  broken  as  effeotaaUj,  when  ono  goM  bejond  die 
length  of  it,  ad  when  the  other  doei .  To  the  vesiel  winch 
is  sailing  from  the  shore,  it  only  appears  that  the  shore  also 
recedes ;  in  life  it  is  truly  thus.  He  who  retires  from  the 
world  will  find  himself,  in  reality,  deserted  as'  fast,  if  not 
faster,  by  the  world.  The  pnblick  is  not  to  be  treated  as 
the  coxcomb  treats  his  mistress;  to  be  threatened  with  de- 
sertion, in  order  to  increase  fondness. 

Young  seems  to  have  been  taken  at  his  word.  Notwith* 
standing  his  frequent  complaints  of  being  neglected,  no 
hand  was  reached  out  to  pull  him  from  that  retirement  of 
which  he  declared  himself  enamoured.  Alexander  assign- 
ed no  palace  for  the  residence  of  Diogenes,  who  boasted 
his  surly  satisfkction  with  his  tub. 

Of  the  domestick  manners  and  petty  haUts  of  the  author 
<^  the  Night  Thoughts,  I  hoped  to  haye  giren  you  an  ac- 
count from  the  best  authority :  but  who  shall  dare  to  say, 
to-morrow  I  will  be  wise  or  virtuous,  or  to-morrow  I  will 
do  a  particular  thing?  Upon  inquiring  for  his  housekeeper, 
I  learned  that  she  was  buried  two  days  before  I  reached 
the  town  of  her  abode. 

In  a  letter  from  Tschamer,  a  noble  foreigner,  to  count 
Haller,  Tschamer  says,  he  has  lately  spent  four  days  with 
Young  at  Welwyn,  where  the  author  tastes  all  the  ease 
and  pleasure  mankind  can  desire.  ''Every  thing  about 
him  shows  the  man,  each  individual  being  placed  by  rule. 
All  is  neat  without  art.  He  is  very  pleasant  in  conversa- 
tion, and  extremely  polite." 

This,  and  more,  may  possibly  be  true ;  but  Tscharner's 
was  a  first  visit,  a  visit  of  curiosity  and  admiration,  and  a 
visit  which  the  author  expected. 

Of  Edward  Young,  an  anecdote  which  wanders  among 
readers  is  not  true,  that  he  was  Fielding's  Parson  Adams. 
The  original  of  that  famous  painting  was  William  Young, 
who  was  a  clergyman.  He  supported  an  uncomfortable 
existence  by  translating  for  the  booksellers  from  Ghreek ; 
and,  if  he  did  not  seem  to  be  his  own  friend,  was,  at  least. 
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no  nuMi'i  ebemj.  Yet  the  fboiHty  with  which  this  report 
has  gained  belief  in  the  world  argues,  were  it  not  sofii- 
ciently  known,  that  the  author  of  the  Night  Thoughts  bore 
some  reaemblance  to  Adams. 

The  attention  whieh  Young  bestowed  upon  the  perusal 
of  books,  is  not  unworthy  imitation.  When  any  passage 
pleased  him,  he  appears  to  have  folded  down  the  leaf.  On 
these  passages  he  bestowed  a  second  reading.  But  the 
labours  of  man  are  too  frequently  vain.  Before  he  return- 
ed to  much  of  what  he  had  once  approved,  he  died.  Many 
of  his  books,  which  I  have  seen,  are  by  those  notes  of  ap- 
probation so  swelled  beyond  their  real  bulk,  that  they  will 
hardly  shut 

What  though  we  wade  in  wealth,  or  soar  in  fame ! 
Earth's  highest  station  ends  in.  Here  he  lies  ! 
And  dtut  to  dust  concludes  her  noblest  song  ! 

The  author  of  these  lines  is  not  without  his  hicjacet. 

By  the  good  sense  of  his  son,  it  contains  none  of  that 
praise  which  no  marble  can  make  the  bad  or  the  foolish 
merit ;  which,  without  the  direction  of  a  stone  or  a  turf, 
will  find  its  way,  sooner  or  later,  to  the  deserving. 

M.  S. 

Optimi  parentis 

EovARDi  Young,  LL.D. 

hujus  ecdesiiB  rect. 

£t  Elizabeths 

fcm.  pnenob. 

Conjugis  ejus  amantissimv, 

pio  et  gratissimo  animo 

hoc  marmor  posuit 

P.  Y. 

Filius  superstes. 

Is  it  not  strange  that  the  author  of  the  Night  Thoughts 

has  inscribed  no  monument  to  the  memory  of  his  lamented 

wife  ?  Yet,  what  marble  will  endure  as  long  as  the  poems  ? 

Such,  my  good  friend,  is  the  account  which  I  have  been 

able  to  collect  of  the  great  Young.    That  it  may  be  long 
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before  any  tUng  like  what  I  have  ji^it  transcribed  be  ne- 
cessary for  you,  is  the  rincere  wish  of. 
Dear  sir, 

Yonr  greatly  obliged  friend, 
Herbert  Croft,  Jan. 

.  linooln't  Iiio»  Sept.  1780. 

P.  S.  This  account  of  Yonng  was  seen  by  you  in  ma- 
nuscript, you  know,  sir;  and,  though  I  could  not  prevail 
on  you  to  make  any  alteration,  you  insisted  on  striking 
out  one  passage,  because  it  said,  that,  if  I  did  not  wish 
you  to  live  long,  for  your  sake,  I  did  for  the  sake  of  my- 
self and  of  the  world.  But  this  postscript  you  will  not 
see  before  the  printing  of  it ;  and  I  will  say  here,  in  spite 
of  you,  how  I  feel  myself  honoured  and  bettered  by  your 
friendship :  and  that,  if  I  do  credit  to  the  church,  after 
which  I  always  longed,  and  for  which  I  am  now  going  to 
give  in  exchange  the  bar,  though  not  at  so  late  a  period  of 
life  as  Young  took  orders,  it  will  be  owing,  in  no  small 
measure,  to  my  having  had  the  happiness  of  calling  the 
author  of  the  Rambler  my  friend^. 

H.C. 

Oxford,  Oct.  1782. 

Of  Young's  poems  it  is  difficult  to  give  any  general  cha- 
racter ;  for  he  has  no  uniformity  of  manner :  one  of  his 
pieces  has  no  great  resemblance  to  another.  He  began 
to  write  eariy,  and  continued  long ;  and  at  different  times 
had  different  modes  of  poetical  excellence  in  view.  His 
numbers  are  sometimes  smooth,  and  sometimes  rugged; 
his  style  is  sometimes  concatenated,  and  sometimes  abrupt; 
sometimes  diffusive,  and  sometimes  concise.     His  plan 

i>  Mr.  BoKwell  discorered  in  this  heavy  piece  of  biography  a  successful  imiu- 
tion  of  Johnson's  style.  An  eminent  literary  character  exclaimed,  "  No,  no,  it 
is  not  a  good  imitation  of  Joh^n ;  it  has  all  his  pomp  without  his  force ;  it  has 
all  the  nodosities  of  the  oak  without  its  strength."  Endeavouring  to  express 
himself  still  more  in  Johnsonian  phrase,  he  added,  <*  It  has  all  the  contortions  of 
the  Sybil,  without  the  inspiration."  See  Boswell,  iv.  According  to  Malone,  this 
eminent  person  was  Burke,  and  the  observation  is  assigned  to  him,  without  hesi- 
tation, in  Prin's  Life.    It  has  sometimes  been  attributed  to  G.  Stevens.    £d. 
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seems  to  have  started  in  his  miad  at  the  present  moment ; 
and  his  thoughts  appear  the  effect  of  chance,  sometimes 
adverse,  and  sometimes  lucky,  with  yery  little  operation  of 
judgment. 

He  was  not  one  of  those  writers  whom  experience  im-  | 
proves,  and  who,  observing  their  own  faults,  become  gradu-  ' 
ally  correct.     His  poem  on  the  Last  Day,  his  first  great 
performance,  has  an  equability  and  propriety,  which  he 
afterwards  either  never  endeavoured  or  never  attained. 
Many  paragraphs  are  noble,  and  few  are  mean,  yet  the  j 
whole  is  lang^d :  the  plan  is  too  much  extended,  and  a  ' 
succession  of  images  divides  and  weakens  the   general 
conception ;  but  the  great  reason  why  the  reader  is  disap- 
pointed is,  that  the  thought  of  the  Last  Day  makes  every 
man  more  than  poetical,  by  spreading  over  his  mind  a 
general  obscurity  of  sacred  horrour,  that  oppresses  dis- 
tinction, and  disdains  expression. 

His  story  of  Jane  Grey  was  never  popular.  It  is  writ- 
ten with  elegance  enough ;  but  Jane  is  too  heroick  to  be 
pitied. 

The  Universal  Passion  is,  indeed,  a  very  great  perform- 
ance. It  is  said  to  be  a  series  of  epigrams ;  but,  if  it  be, 
it  is  what  the  author  intended ;  his  endeavour  was  at. the 
production  of  striking  distichs  and  pointed  sentences ;  and 
his  distichs  have  the  weight  of  solid  sentiment,  and  his 
points  the  sharpness  of  resistless  truth. 

His  characters  are  often  selected  with  discernment,  and 
drawn  with  nicety ;  his  illustrations  are  often  happy,  and 
his  reflections  often  just.  His  species  of  satire  is  between 
those  of  Horace  and  Juvenal ;  and  he  has  the  gaiety  of 
Horace  without  his  laxity  of  numbers,  and  the  morality 
of  Juvenal,  with  greater  variation  of  images.  He  plays, 
indeed,  only  on  the  surface  of  life ;  he  never  penetrates 
the  recesses  of  the  mind,  and,  therefore,  the  whole  power 
of  his  poetry  is  exhausted  by  a  single  perusal ;  his  conceits 
please  only  when  they  surprise. 

To  translate  he  never  condescended,  unless  his  Para- 
phrase on  Job  may  be  considered  as  a  version ;  in  which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I    460  YOUMG. 

he  has  not,  I  think,  been  mnsnoeefsful ;  he,  indeed,  fevonr* 
ed  himself,  by  dKKwuiig  those  parts  which  most  easily  admit 
the  onuunents  of  English  poetry. 

He  bad  least  success  in  bis  lyrick  attempts,. in  which 
he  seems  to  bare  been  under  some  midignant  influence  :  he 
is  alw^s  labouring  to  be  great,  and  at  last  is  only  turgid. 

In  Ids  Nig^t  Thoughts  he  has  exhibited  a  very  wide 
display  of  original  poetry,  variegated  with  deep  reflections 
and  striking  allusions,  a  wilderness  of  thought,  in  which  the 
fertility  of  fancy  scatters  flowers  of  every  hue  and  of  every 
odour.  This  is  one  of  the  few  poems  in  which  blank  verse 
could  .not  be  changed  for  rhyme  but  with  disadvantage. 
The  wild  difi^usion  of  the  sentiments,  wd  the  digressive 
sallies  of  imagination,  weuld  have  been  compressed  and 
restrained  by  confinement  to  rhyme.  The  excellence  of 
this  work  b  not  exactness,  but  copiousness;  particular 
lines  are  not  to  be  regarded;  the  power  is  in  the  whole; 
and  in  the  whole  there  is  a  magnificence  like  diat  ascribed 
to  Chinese  plantations,  the  magnificence  of  vast  extent 
and  endless  diversity. 

His  last  poem  was  Besignation ;  in  which  he  made,  as 
he  was  accustomed,  an  experiment  of  a  new  mode  of  writ- 
ing, and  succeeded  better  than  in  his  Ocean  or  his  Mer- 
chant It  was  very  falsely  represented  as  a  proof  of  decay- 
ing fieutulties.  There  is  Young  in  every  stanaa,  such  as  he 
often  was  in  his  highest  vigour. 

His  tragedies,  not  making  part  of  the  collection,  I  had 
forgotten,  till  Mr.  Steevens  recalled  them  to  my  thoughts 
by  remarking,  that  he  seemed  to  have  one  favourite  catas- 
trophe, as  his  three  plays  all  concluded  with  lavish  suicide ; 
a  method  by  which,  as  Dryden  remarked,  a  poet  easily  rids 
his  scene  of  persons  whom  he  wants  not  to  keep  alive.  In 
Busiris  there  are  the  greatest  ebullitions  of  imagination : 
but  the  pride  of  Busiris  is  such  as  no  other  man  can  have, 
and  the  whole  is  too  remote  from  known  life  to  raise  either 
grief,  terrour,  or  indignation.  The  Revenge  approaches 
much  nearer  to  human  practices  and  manners,  and,  there- 
fore, keeps  possession  of  the  stage :  the  first  design  seems 
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suggested  by  Othelk) ;  but  the  refleotions,  tbe  incidents, 
and  tbe  diction,  are  original.  The  moral  observation  are 
so  introduced,  and  so  expressed,  as  to  have  all  the  novelty 
that  can  be  required.  Of  the  Brothers  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  nothing,  since  nothing  was  ever  said  of  it  by  the 
publick. 

It  must  be  allowed  of  Youug*s  {M>etry,  that  it  aboands 
in  thought,  but  without  much  accuracy  or  selection.  When 
he  lays  hold  of  an  illustration,  he  pursues  it  beyond  ex- 
pectation, sometimes  happily,  as  in  his  parallel  of  Quick- 
silver with  Pleasure  ^  wUeli  I  have  heard*  repeated  with 
approbation  by  a  lady,  of  whose  upraise  he  would  have  been 
justly  proud,  and  which  is  very  ingenious,  very  subtile,  and 
almost  exact :  but  sometimes  he  is  less  lucky,  as  when,  in 
his  Night  Thoughts,  having  it  dropped  into  his  mind,  that 
the  orbs  floating  in  space  might  be  called  the  cluster  of 
creation,  he  thinks  of  a  cluster  of  gprapes,  and  says,  that 
they  all  hang  on  the  great  vine,  drinking  the  '*  nectareous 
juice  of  immortal  life." 

His  conceits  are  sometimes  yet  less  valuable.  In  the 
Last  Day  he  hopes  to  illustrate  the  reassembly  of  the 
atoms  that  compose  the  human  body  at  the  '*  trump  of 
doom"  by  the  collection  of  bees  into  a  swarm  at  the  tinkling 
of  a  pan. 

The  prophet  says  of  Tyre,  that  '*  her  merchants  are 
princes."     Young  says  of  Tyre,  in  his  Merchant, 

Her  merchants  princes,  and  each  deck  a  throne. 

Let  burlesque  try  to  go  beyond  him.  , 

He  has  the  trick  of  joining  the  turgid  and  familiar :  to 
buy  the  alliance  of  Britain,  "  Climes  were  paid  down." 
Antithesis  is  his  favourite:  "They  for  kindness  hate ;"  and, 
**  because  she's  right,  she's  ever  in  the  wrong." 

His  versification  is  his  own:  neither  his  blank  nor  his 
rhyming  lines  have  any  resemblance  to  those  of  former 
writers ;  he  picks  up  no  hemistichs,  he  copies  no  favourite 

'  See  Mn.  Piozzi's  Anecdotes,  1S2. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


462  YOUNG. 

expressions ;  he  seems  to  haye  laid  op  no  stores  of  thought 
or  diction,  but  to  owe  all  to  the  fortuitous  suggestions  of  the 
present  moment  Yet  I  have  reason  to  believe  that,  when 
once  he  had  formed  a  new  design,  he  then  laboured  it  with 
very  patient  industry;  and  that  he  composed  with  great 
labour  and  frequent  revisions. 

His  verses  are  formed  by  no  certain  model ;  he  is  no 

more  like  himself  in  his  different  productions  than  he  is 

like  others.     He  seems  never  to  have  studied  prosody, 

nor  to  have  had  any  direction  but  from  his  own  ear*   But, 

^  with  all  his  defects,  he  was  a  man  of  genius  and  a  poet. 
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Op  David  Mallet,  having  no  written  memorial,  I  am.  able 
to  g^ve  no  other  account  than  such  as  is  supplied  by  the 
unauthorised  loquacity  of  common  fame,  and  a  very  slight 
personal  knowledge. 

He  waSf  by  his  original,  one  of  the  Macgregors,  a  clan 
that  became,  about  sixty  years  ago,  under  the  conduct  of 
Robin  Roy,  so  formidable  and  so  infamous  for  violence 
and  robbery,  that  the  name  was  annulled  by  a  legal  aboli- 
tion; and  when  they  were  all  to  denominate  themselves 
anew,  the  father,  I  suppose,  of  this  author,  called  himself 
Malloch. 

David  Malloch  was,  by  the  penury  of  his  parents,  com- 
pelled to  be  janitor  of  the  high  school  at  Edinburgh ;  a 
mean  office,  of  which  he  did  not  afterwards  delight  to  hear. 
But  he  surmounted  the  disadvantages  of  his  birth  and 
fortune ;  for,  when  the  duke  of  Montrose  applied  to  the 
college  of  Edinburgh  for  a  tutor  to  educate  his  sons,  Mal- 
loch was  recommended;  and  I  never  heard  that  he  dis- 
honoured his  credentials. 

When  his  pupils  were  sent  to  see  the  world,  they  were 
entrusted  to  his  care ;  and,  having  conducted  them  round 
the  common  circle  of  modish  travels,  he  xeturned  with 
them  to  London,  where,  by  the  influence  of  the  family  in 
which  he  resided,  he  naturally:  gained  admission  to  many 
persons  of  the  highest  rank^  and  the  highest  character;  to 
wits,  nobles,  and  statesmen. 

Of  his  works,  I  know  not  whether  I  can  trace  .the  series. 
His  first  production  was  William  and  Margaret^ ;  of  which, 
though  it  contains  nothing  very  striking  or  difficult,  he  has 
been  enviM  the  reputation ;  and  plagiarism  has  been  boldly 
charged,  but  never  proved. 

Not  long  afterwards,  he  published. the  Excursion,  1728; 

^  Mallet's  William  and  Margaret  was  printed  in  Aaron  Hill's  Plain  Dealer, 
N«.  36,  July  24, 1724.  In  iU  original  state  it  w&  very  different  from  what  it 
is  in  the  last  edition  of  his  works.    Dr.  J. 
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a  desultory  and  capricious  view  of  such  scenes  of  natare 
as  his  fancy  led  him»  or  his  knowledge  enabled  him,  to 
describe.  It  is  not  devoid  of  poetical  spirit.  Many  of 
tiie  images  are  striking,  and  aiauy  of  the  paragraphs  are 
elegant.  The  cast  of  diction  seems  to  be  copied  from 
Thomson,  whose  Seasons  were  then  in  their  ftiU  Uossom 
of  reputation.     He  has  Thomson*s  beauties  and  his  £eiultB« 

His  poem  on  Verbal  Criticism,  1738,  was  written  to  pay 
court  to  Pope,  on  a  subject  which  he  either  did  not  under- 
stand, or  willingly  misrepresented ;  and  is  little  more  than 
aa  improvement,  or  rather  expansioa,  of  a  fragmewt  which 
Pope  -priiited  in  a  Miscellany  long  before  he  engrafted  it 
into  a  regular  poem.  There  is.  in  this  piese  more  pertness 
than  wit,  and  more  confidence  than  knowledge.  The  ver- 
stieatioii  is  tolerable,  nor  caa  criticism  aiiow  it  «  higher 
praise. 

His  first  tragedy  was  Eurydlce,  acted  at  Drmry-lam  in 
1781;  of  which  I  k»ow  not  the  reception  aor  the  mark, 
but  have  heard  it  mentioned  as  a  mean  performance.  Ha 
was  not  the*  too  big^  to  accept  a  prologue  aad  epilogue 
from  Aaron  Hitt»  neither  of  which  caa  be  much  com* 
mended. 

Having  cleared  his  tongue  6tom  his  native  pvonuDeiation 
so  as  to  be  no  longer  distmguisbed  as  a  Scot,  he  ae^mB  in* 
dined  to  disencumber  himself  from  all  adhereaees  of  his 
original,  and  took  upon  ham  to  change  his  name  firom  Seotck 
MaOoeh  to  English  Mallei,  without  any  imaginable  reason 
of  prefwence  which  the  eye  or  ear  caa  discover.  Wlui 
other  proofs  he  gave  of  disrespect  to  his  native  eoaatry,  I 
know  not ;  but  it  was  remarked  of  hsm,  that  be  was  the 
only  Soot,  whom  Seotchmen  did  net  eommead. 

About  this  time  Pope,  whom  he  visited  famHliayly,  pubi- 
Ushed  his  Essay  on  Man,  but  concealed  the  aaChoar;  and, 
when  Mallet  entered  one  day.  Pope  ari^ed  him  sSghtly, 
what  there  was  new.  Mallet  told  him,  tliat  the  newest 
piece  was  something  called  an  Essay  on  Man^  which  he  had 
inspected  idly,  and  seeing  the  utter  inability  of  the  author, 
who  had  neidier  skill  in  writing  nof  knowledge  of  tbejmb^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MALLET.  465 

jeet,  had  tossed  it  away.  Pope,  to  punkh  his  self-conceit, 
told  him  the  secret*. 

A  Dew  edition  of  the  works  of  Bacon  being  prepared, 
1750,  for  the  press,  Mallet  was  employed  to  prefix  a  life, 
which  he  has  written  with  elegance,  perhaps  with  some  af- 
fectation ;  but  with  so  much  more  knowledge  of  history 
than  of  science,  that,  when  he  afterwards  undertook  the 
life  of  Marlborough,  Warburton  remarked,  that  he  might, 
perhaps,  forget  that  Mariborough  was  a  general,  as  he  had 
forgotten  that  Bacon  was  a  philosopher. 

When  the  prince  of  Wales  was  driven  from  the  palace, 
and,  setting  himself  at  the  head  of  the  opposition,  kept  a 
separate  court,  he  endeavoured  to  increase  his  popularity 
by  the  patronage  of  literature,  and  made  Mallet  his  under- 
secretary, with  a  salary  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year : 
Thomson,  likewise,  had  a  pension ;  and  they  were  asso- 
ciated in  the  composition  of  the  Mask  of  Alfred,  which, 
in  its  original  state,  was  played  at  Cliefden  in  1740 ;  it  was 
afterwards  almost  wholly  changed  by  Mallet,  and  brought 
upon  the  stage  at  Drury-lane  in  1751,  but  with  no  great 
success. 

Mallet,  in  a  familiar  conversation  with  Garrick,  dis- 
coursing of  the  diligence  which  he  was  then  exerting  upon 
the  life  of  Marlborough,  let  him  know,  that  in  the  series  of 
great  men  quickly  to  be  exhibited,  he  should  find  a  niche 
for  the  hero  of  the  theatre.  Grarrick  professed  to  wonder 
by  what  artifice  he  could  be  introduced :  but  Mallet  let 
him  know,  that,  by  a  dexterous  anticipation,  he  should 
fix  him  in  a  conspicuous  place.  **  Mr.  Mallet,"  says  Gar- 
rick, in  his  gratitude  of  exultation,  **  have  you  left  ofi^  to 
write  for  the  stage  T  Mallet  then  confessed  that  he  had  a 
drama  in  his  hands.  Garrick  promised  to  act  it ;  and  Al- 
fred was  produced. 

-  The  long  retardation  of  the  Ufe  of  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough shows,  with  strong  conviction,  how  little  confi- 
dence can  be  placed  in  posthumous  renown.     When  he 


1  See  note  on  this  passage  of  Pope's  Ufe  in  the  present  edition. 
VOL.  viri.  H  h 
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died,  it  was  soon  determined  that  bis  story  should  be  de- 
livered to  posterity ;  and  the  papers,  supposed  to  contain 
the  necessary  information,  were  delivered  to  lord  Moles- 
worth,  who  had  been  his  favourite  in  Flanders.  When 
Moles  worth  died  the  same  papers  were  transferred,  with 
the  same  design,  to  sir  Richard  Steele,  who,  in  some  of  his 
exigencies,  put  them  in  pawn.  They  then  remained  with 
the  old  dutchess,  who,  in  her  will,  assigned  the  task  to 
Glover  and  Mallet,  with  a  reward  of  a  thousand  pounds, 
and  a  prohibition  to  insert  any  verses.  Glover  rejected,  I 
suppose,  with  disdain,  the  legacy,  and  devolved  the  whole 
work  upon  Mallet ;  who  had  from  the  late  duke  of  Marl- 
borough a  pension  to  promote  his  industry,  and  who  talked 
of  the  discoveries  which  he  had  made ;  but  left  not,  when 
he  died,  any  historical  labours  behind  him. 

While  he  was  in  the  princess  service  he  published 
Mustapha,  with  a  prologue  by  Thomson,  not  mean,  but 
/ar  inferiour  to  that  which  he  had  received  from  Mallet,  for 
Agamemnon.  The  epilogue,  said  to  be  written  by  a  friend, 
WAS  composed  in  haste  by  Mallet,  in  the  place  of  one  pro- 
mised, which  was  never  given.  This  tragedy  was  dedi- 
cated to  the  prince  his  master.  It  was  acted  at  Drury- 
lane,  in  1739,  and  was  well  received,  but  was  never  re- 
vived. 

In  1740,  he  produced,  as  has  been  already  mentioned, 
the  Mask  of  Alfred,  in  conjunction  with  Thomson* 

For  some  time  afterwards  he  lay  at  rest  After  a  long 
interval,  his  next  work  was  Amyntor  and  Theodora,  1747, 
a  long  story  in  blank  verse  ;  in  which  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  there  is  copiousness  and  elegance  of  language,  vigour 
of  sentiment,  and  imagery  well  adapted  to  take  possession 
of  the  fancy.  But  it  is  blank  verse.  This  he  sold  to  Vail- 
lant  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  The  first  sale 
was  not  great,  and  it  is  now  lost  in  forgetfulness. 

Mallet,  by  address  or  accident,  perhaps  by  his  depend- 
ance  on  the  prince,  found  his  way  to  Bolingbroke ;  a  man 
whose  pride  and  petulance  made  his  kindness  diflBcult  to 
gain,  or  keep,  and  whom  Mallet  was  content  to  court  by 
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to  act,  which,  I  hope,  was  UDwillingly  performed.  When 
it  was  found  that  Pope  had  clandestinely  printed  an  un- 
authorised number  of  the  pamphlet  called  the  Patriot 
King,  Bolingbroke,  in  a  fit  of  useless  fury,  resolved  to  blast 
his  memory,  and  employed  Mallet,  1749,  as  the  execu- 
tioner of  his  vengeance.  Mallet  had  not  virtue,  or  had  not 
spirit,  to  refuse  the  office ;  and  was  rewarded,  not  long 
after,  with  the  legacy  of  lord  Bolingbroke's  works. 

Many,  of  the  political  pieces  had  been  written  during 
the  opposition  to  Walpole,  and  given  to  Franklin,  as  he 
supposed,  in  perpetuity.  These,  among  the  rest,  were 
claimed  by  the  will.  The  question  was  referred  to  arbi- 
trators ;  but  when  they  decided  against  Mallet,  he  refused 
to  yield  to  the  award ;  and,  by  the  help  of  Millar  the  book- 
seller, published  all  that  he  could  find,  but  with  success 
very  much  below  his  expectation. 

In  1755,  his  Mask  of  Britannia  was  acted  at  Drury- 
lane ;  and  his  tragedy  of  Elvira  in  1763 ;  in  which  year 
he  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  book  of  entries  for  ships 
in  the  port  of  London. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  last  war,  when  the  nation  was 
exasperated  by  ill  success,  he  was  employed  to  turn  the 
publick  vengeance  upon  Byng,  and  wrote  a  letter  of  accu- 
sation under  the  character  of  a  Plain  Man.  The  paper 
was,  with  great  industry,  circulated  and  dispersed;  and  he, 
for  his  seasonable  intervention,  had  a  considerable  pension 
bestowed  upon  him,  which  he  retained  to  his  death. 

Towards  the  end  of  his  life  he  went  with  his  wife  to 
France  ;  but  after  awhile,  finding  his  health  declining,  he 
returned  alone  to  England,  and  died  in  April,  1765. 

He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  several 
children.  One  daughter,  who  married  an  Italian  of  rank, 
named  Cilesia,  wrote  a  tragedy  called  Almida,  which  was 
acted  at  Drury-lane.  His  second  wife  was  the  daughter 
of  a  nobleman's  -steward,  who  had  a  considerable  fortune, 
which  she  took  care  to  retain  in  her  own  hands. 

His  stature  was  diminutive,  but  he  was  regularly  formed ; 
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his  appearance,  tilt  he  grew  oorpoleDt^  was  agreeable,  aad 
he  suffered  it  to  want  no  recommendation  that  dress  could 
give  it.  His  conversation  was  elegit  and  easy.  Tlie 
rest  of  his  character  may,  without  injury  to  his  memory, 
sink  into  silence. 

As  a  writer  he  cannot  he  placed  in  any  high  class.  There 
is  no  species  of  composition  in  which  he  was  eminent 
His  dramas  had  their  day,  a  short  day,  and  are  forgotten  : 
his  blank  verse  seems,  to  my  ear,  the  echo  of  Thomson. 
His  life  of  Bacon  is  known,  as  it  is  appended  to  Bacon's 
volumes,  but  is  no  longer  mentioned.  His  works  are 
such  as  a  writer,  bustling  in  the  world,  showing  himself  in 
publick,  and  emerging  occasionally,  from  time  to  time,  into 
notice,  might  keep  alive  by  his  personal  influence;  but 
which,  conveying  little  information,  and  giving  no  great 
pleasure,  must  soon  give  way,  as  the  succession  of  things 
produces  new  topicks  of  conversation  and  other  modes  of 
amusement 
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Mark  Akbnsidb  was  born  on  the  9th  of  November, 
1721,  at  Newcastle-npon-Tyoe.  His  father,  Mark,  was  a 
butcher,  of  the  presbyteriau  sect ;  his  mother's  name  was 
Mary  Lumsden.  He  received  the  first  part  of  his  edu- 
cation at  the  grammar-school  of  Newcastle;  and  was 
afterwards  instructed  by  Mr.  Wilson,  who  kept  a  private 
academy. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  sent  to  Edinbur^,  that 
he  might  qualify  himself  for  the  office  of  a  dissenting  mi- 
nister, and  received  some  assistance  from  the  fund  which 
the  dissenters  employ  in  educating  young  men  of  scanty 
fortune.  But  a  wider  view  of  the  world  opened  other 
scenes,  and  prompted  other  hopes;  he  determined  to  study 
physick,  and  repaid  that  contribution,  which,  being  re- 
ceived for  a  different  purpose,  he  justly  thought  it  dis- 
honourable to  retain. 

Whether,  when  he  resolved  not  to  be  a  dissenting  mi- 
nister, he  ceased  to  be  a  dissenter,  I  know  not.  He 
certainly  retained  an  unnecessary  and  outrageous  zeal  for 
what  he  called,  and  thought,  liberty ;  a  zeal  which  some- 
times disguises  from  the  world,  and  not  rarely  from  the 
mind  which  it  possesses,  an  envious  desire  of  plundering 
wealth  or  degrading  greatness ;  and  of  which  the  imme- 
diate tendency  is  innovation  and  e  anarchy,  an  impetuous 
eagerness  to  subvert  and  confound,  with  very  little  care 
what  shall  be  established. 

Akenside  was  one  of  those  poets  who' have  felt  very 
early  the  motions  of  genius,  and  one  of  those  students  who 
have  very  early  stored  their  memories  with  sentiments  and 
images.  Many  of  his  performances  were  produced  in  his 
youth ;  and  his  greatest  work,  the  Pleasures  of  Imagina^ 
tiou,  appeared  in  1744.  I  have  heard  Dodsley,  by  whom 
it  was  published,  relate,  that  when  the  copy  was  offered 
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him,  the  price  demanded  for  it,  which  was  a  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds,  being  such  as  he  was  not  inclined  to  give 
precipitately,  he  carried  the  work  to  Pope,  who,  having 
looked  into  it,  advised  him  not  to  make  a  niggardly  offer ; 
for  "  this  was  no  every-day  writer." 

In  1741  he  went  to  Leyden,  in  pursuit  of  medical  know- 
ledge ;  and  three  years  afterwards.  May  16, 1744,  became 
doctor  of  physick,  havipg,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
Dutch  universities,  published  a  thesis  or  dissertation. 
The  subject  which  he  chose  was  the  Original  and  Growth 
of  the  Human  Foetus ;  in  which  he  is  said  to  have  depart- 
ed, with  great  judgment,  from  the  opinion  then  established, 
and  to  have  delivered  that  which  has  been  since  confirmed 
and  received. 

Akenside  was  a  young  man,  warm  with  every  notion  that 
by  nature  or  accident  had  been  connected  with  the  sound 
of  liberty,  and,  by  an  eccentricity  which  such  dispositions 
do  not  easily  avoid,  a  lover  of  contradiction,  and  no  friend 
to  any  thing  established.  He  adopted  Shaftesbury's  foolish 
assertion  of  the  efficacy  of  ridicule  for  the  discovery  of  truth. 
For  this  he  was  attacked  by  Warburton,  and  defended  by 
Dyson:  Warburton  afterwards  reprinted  his  remarks  at 
the  end  of  his  dedication  to  the  Freethinkers. 

The  result  of  all  the  arguments,  which  have  been  pro- 
duced in  a  long  and  eager  discussion  of  this  idle  question, 
may  easily  be  collected.  If  ridicule  be  applied  to  any 
position,  as  the  test  of  truth,  it  will  then  become  a  question 
whether  such  ridicule  be  just ;  and  this  can  only  be  decided 
by  the  application  of  truth,  as  the  test  of  ridicule.  Two 
men,  fearing,  one  a  real  and  the  other  a  fancied  danger^ 
will  be  for  awhile  equally  exposed  to  the  inevitable  conse- 
quences of  cowardice,  contemptuous  censure,  and  ludicrous 
representation ;  and  the  true  state  of  both  cases  must  be 
known,  before  it  can  be  decided  whose  terrour  is  rational, 
and  whose  is  ridiculous ;  who  is  to  be  pitied,  and  who  to  be 
despised.  Both  are  for  awhile  equally  exposed  to  laughter^ 
but  both  are  not,  therefore,  equally  contemptible. 

In  the  revisal  of  his  poem,  though  he  died  before  he  had 
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fikiished  it,  he  omitted  the  lines  which  bad  given  occasion 
to  Warburton's  objections. 

He  published,  soon  after  his  return  from  Leyden,  1745, 
his  first  collection  of  odes ;  and  was  impelled,  by  his  rage 
of  patriotism,  to  write  ayery  acrimonious  epistle  to  Pulteney, 
whom  he  stigmatizes,  under  the  name  of  Curio,  as  the  be- 
trayer of  his  country. 

Being  now  to  live  by  his  profession,  he  first  commenced 
physician  at  Northampton,  where  Dr.  Stonehouse  then 
practised  with  such  reputation  and  success,  that  a  stranger 
was  not  likely  to  gain  ground  upon  him.  Akenside  tried 
the  contest  awhile ;  and,  having  deafened  the  place  with 
clamours  for  liberty,  removed  to  Hampstead,  where  he  re- 
sided more  than  two  years,  and  then  fixed  himself  in  Lon- 
don, the  proper  place  for  a  man  of  accomplishments  like  his. 
At  London  he  was  known  as  a  poet,  but  was  still  to  make 
hb  way  as  a  physician ;  and  would,  perhaps,  have  been  re- 
duced to  great  exigencies,  but  that  Mr.  Dyson,  with  an 
ardour  of  friendship  that  has  not  many  examples,  allowed 
him  three  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Thus  supported,  he 
advanced  gradually  in  medical  reputation,  but  never  at- 
tained any  great  extent  of  practice,  or  eminence  of  popu- 
larity. A  physician  in  a  great  city  seems  to  be  the  mere 
plaything  of  fortune ;  his  degree  of  reputation  is,  for  the 
most  part,  totally  casual ;  they  that  employ  him  know  not 
his  excellence;  they  that  reject  him  know  not  his  deficience. 
By  any  acute  observer,  who  had  looked  on  the  transactions 
of  the  medical  world  for  half  a  century,  a  very  curious 
book  might  be  written  on  the  Fortune  of  Physicians  ". 

Akenside  iq>pears  not  to  have  been  wanting  to  his  own 
success:  he  placed  himself  in  view  by  all  the  common 

■>  Johnson  entertained  a  very  high  idea  of  the  varied  learning  and  science 
necessarily  connected  with  the  character  of  an  accomplished  physician,  and 
often  affirmed  of  the  physicians  of  this  island,  that "  they  did  more  good  to 
mankind  without  a  prospect  of  reward,  than  any  profession  of  men  whatever.'* 
His  friendship  for  Dr.  Bathnrst,  and  the  most  eminent  men  in  the  medical  line  of 
his  day,  is  well  known.  See  an  «pistle  to  Dr.  Pcrcival,  developing  the  wide 
field  of  knowledge  over  which  a  physician  should  expatiate,  prefixedto  Obser- 
vations on  the  literature  of  the  Primitive  Christian  Writers.    Ed. 
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methods ;  he  became  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society ;  he 
obtained  a  degree  at  Cambridge;  and  was  admitted  into 
the  College  of  Physicians ;  he  wrote  little  poetry,  bat  pub- 
lished, from  time  to  time,  medical  essays  and  observations; 
he  became  physician  to  St.  Thomases  hospital ;  he  read  the 
Gnlstonian  lectures  in  anatomy ;  but  began  to  g^ve,  for  the 
Crounian  lecture,  a  history  of  the  revival  of  learning,  from 
which  he  soon  desisted ;  and,  in.  conversation,  he  very 
eagerly  forced  himself  into  notice  by  an  ambitious  ostenta- 
tion of  elegance  and  literature. 

His  Discourse  on  the  Dysentery,  1764,  was  considered  as 
a  very  conspicuous  specimen  of  Latinity,  which  entitled 
him  to  the  same  height  of  place  among  die  scholars  as  he 
possessed  before  among  the  wits ;  and  he  might,  perhaps, 
have  risen  to  a  greater  elevation  of  character,  but  that  his 
studies  were  ended  with  his  life,  by  a  putrid  fever,  June  23, 
1770,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his  age  ". 

Akenside  is  to  be  considered  as  a  didactick  and  lyrick 
poet.  His  great  work  is  the  Pleasures  of  Imagination ;  a 
performance  which,  published  as  it  was,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three,  raised  expectations  that  were  not  very  amply 
satisfied.  It  has  undoubtedly  a  just  claim  to  very  particu- 
lar notice,  as  an  example  of  g^eat  felicity  of  genius,  and 
uncommon  amplitude  of  acquisitions,  of  a  young  mind 
stored  with  images,  and  much  exercised  in  combining  and 
comparing  them. 

With  the  philosophical  or  religious  tenets  of  the  author, 
I  have  nothing  to  do ;  my  business  is  with  his  poetry.  The 
subject  is  well  chosen,  as  it  includes  all  images  that  can 
strike  or  please,  and  thus  comprises  every  species  of  poeti- 
cal delight.  The  only  di£Bcnlty  is  in  the  choice  of  exam' 
pies  and  illustrations;  and  it  is  not  easy,  in  such  exuberance 
of  matter,  to  find  the  middle  point  between  penury  and 
satiety.  The  parts  seem  artificially  disposed,  with  sufiicient 
coherence,  so  as  that  they  cannot  change  their  places  with- 
out injury  to  the  general  design. 

"  A  most  cnrioos  and  original  character  of  Akenside  is  given  by  George 
Hardinge,  in  vol.  viii.  of  Nichols's  Literary  Anecdotes.    Ed. 
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His  imagefi  are  displayed  with  such  iuxaiiance  of  expres- 
sion, tliat  they  are  hiddeo,  like  Butler  s  Mooo,  by  a  **  veil 
of  light ;"  they  are  forms  fantastically  lost  under  superfluity 
of  dress.  ^  Pars  minima  est  ipsa  puella  sui."  The  wordls 
are  multiplied  till  the  sense  is  hardly  perceiyed ;  attention 
deserts  the  mind,  and  settles  in  the  ear.  The  reader  wan- 
ders through  the  gay  diffusion,  sometimes  amazed^  and 
sometimes  delighted;  but,  after  many  turnings  in  the 
flowery  labyrinth,  comes  out  as  he  went  in.  He  remarked 
little,  and  laid  hold  on  nothing. 

»  •  To  his  versification,  justice  requires  that  praise  should 
not  be  denied.  In  the  general  fabrication  of  his  lines  he 
is,  perhaps,  superiour  to  any  other  writer  of  blank  verse : 
his  flow  is  smooth,  and  his  pauses  are  musical;  but  the 
concatenation  of  his  verses  is  commonly  too  long  couti^ 
nuedy  and  the  full  close  does  not  recur  with  sufficient  fre- 
quency. The  sense  is  carried  on  through  a  long  inter- 
texture  of  complicated  clauses^  and,  as  nothing  is  distin- 
guished, nothing  is  remembered. 

The  exemption  which  blank  verse  affords  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  closing  the  sense  with  the  couplet,  betrays  luxu- 
riant and  active  minds  into  such  self-indulgence,  that  they 
pile  image  upon  image,  ornament  upon  ornament,  and  are 
not  easily  persuaded  to  close  the  sense  at  all.  Blank 
verse  will,  therefore,  I  fear,  be  too  often  found  in  descrip- 
tion exuberant,  in  argument  loquacious,  and  in  narratioa 
tiresome. 

His  diction  is  certainly  poetical  as  it  is  not  prosaick,  and 
elegant  as  it  is  not  vulgar.  He  is  to  be  commended  as 
having  fewer  artifices  of  disgust  than  most  of  his  brethren 
of  the  blank  song.  He  rarely  either  recalls  old  phrases^ 
or  twists  his  metre  into  harsh  inversions.  The  sense, 
however,  of  his  words  is  strained,  when  '*  he  views  the 
Ganges  from  Alpine  heights ;"  that  is,  from  mountains  like 
the  Alps:  and  the  pedant  surely  intrudes,  (but  when 
was  blank  verse  without  pedantry?)  when  he  tells  how 
"  planets  absolve  the  stated  round  of  time." 

It  is  generally  known  to  the  readers  of  poetry  that  he 
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intended  to  revise  and  angment  this  work,  but  died  before 
he  had  completed  his  design.  The  reformed  work  as  he 
left  it»  and  the  additions  which  he  had  made,  are  very  pro- 
perly retained  in  the  late  collection.  He  seems  to  have 
somewhat  contracted  his  diffusion ;  but  I  know  not  whether 
he  has  g^ned  in  closeness  what  he  has  lost  in  splendour. 
In  the  additional  book,  the  Tale  of  Solon  is  too  long. 

One  great  defect  of  his  poem  is  very  properly  censured 
by  Mr.  Walker,  unless  it  may  be  said,  in  his  defence,  that 
what  he  has  omitted  was  not  properly  in  his  plan.  **  His 
picture  of  man  is  grand  and  beautiful,  but  unfinbhed. 
The  immortality  of  the  soul,  which  is  the  natural  conse- 
quence of  the  appetites  and  powers  she  is  invested  with,  is 
scarcely  once  hinted  throughout  the  poem.  This  defici- 
ency is  amply  supplied  by  the  m9sterly  pencil  of  Dr. 
Young;  who,  like  a  good  philosopher,  has  invincibly 
proved  the  immortality  of  man,  from  the  grandeur  of  his 
conceptions,  and  the  meanness  and  misery  of  his  state ;  for 
this  reason,  a  few  passages  are  selected  from  the  Night 
Thoughts,  which,  with  those  from  Akenside,  seem  to  form 
a  complete  view  of  the  powers,  situation,  and  end  of  man." 
Exercises  for  Improvement  in  Elocution,  p.  66. 

His  other  poems  are  now  to  be  considered ;  but  a  short 
consideration  will  despatch  them.  It  is  not  easy  to  guess 
why  he  addicted  himself  so  diligently  to  lyrick  poetry, 
having  neither  the  ease  and  airiness  of  the  lighter,  nor  the 
vehemence  and  elevation  of  the  grander  ode.  When  he 
lays  hb  ill-fated  hand  upon  his  harp,  his  former  powers 
seem  to  desert  him ;  he  has  no  longer  his  luxuriance  of  ex- 
pression, nor  variety  of  images.  His  thoughts  are  cold, 
and  his  words  inelegant.  Yet  such  was  his  love  of  lyricks, 
that,  having  written,  with  great  vigour  and  poignancy,  his 
Epistle  to  Curio,  he  transformed  it  afterwards  into  an  ode 
disgraceful  only  to  its  author. 

Of  hiB  odes  nothing  favourable  can  be  said ;  the  senti- 
ments commonly  want  force,  nature,  or  novelty;  the  dic- 
tion is  sometimes  harsh  and  uncouth,  the  stanzas  ill-con- 
structed and  unpleasant,  and  the  rhymes  dissonant,  or 
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unskilfully  disposed,  too  distant  from  each  other,  or  ar- 
ranged with  too  little  regard  to  established  use,  and,  there- 
fore, perplexing  to  the  par,  which,  in  a  short  composition, 
has  not  time  to  grow  familiar  with  an  innovation. 
.  .To  examine  such  compositions  singly  cannot  be  required; 
they  have,  doubtless,  brighter  and  darker  parts  ;  but,  when 
they  are  once  found  to  be  generally  dull,  all  further  labour 
may  be  spared :  for  to  what  use  can  the  work  be  criticised 
that  will  not  be  read  ? 
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Thomah  Gray,  tke  son  of  Mr.  Pbilip  Gray,  a  scriyeiyr 
of  London,  was  bom  in  Comhill,  November  26,  1716. 
Hig  grammatical  education  he  received  at  Eton,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Antrobus,  bis  mother's  brother,  then  assistant 
to  Dr.  George ;  and  when  he  left  school,  in  1734,  entered 
a  pensioner  at  Peterhouse,  in  Cambridge. 

The  transition  from  the  school  to  the  college  is,  to  most 
young  scholars,  the  time  from  which  they  date  their  years 
of  manhood,  liberty,  and  happiness ;  but  Gray  seems  to 
have  been  very  little  delighted  with  academical  gratifi- 
cations ;  he  liked  at  Cambridge  neither  the  mode  of  life 
nor  the  fashion  of  study,  and  lived  sullenly  on  to  the  time 
when  his  attendance  on  lectures  was  no  longer  required. 
As  he  intended  to  profess  the  common  law,  he  took  no 
degree. 

When  he  had  been  at  Cambridge  about  five  years,  Mr. 
Horace  Walpole,  whose  friendship  he  had  gained  at  Eton, 
invited  him  to  travel  with  him  as  his  companion.  They 
wandered  through  France  into  Italy;  and  Gray's  letters 
contain  a  very  pleasing  account  of  many  parts  of  their 
journey.  But  unequal  friendships  are  easily  dissolved : 
at  Florence  they  quarrelled  and  parted ;  and  Mr.  Walpole 
is  now  content  to  have  it  told  that  it  was  by  his  fault.  If 
we  look,  however,  without  prejudice  on  the  world,  we  shall 
find  that  men,  whose  consciousness  of  their  own  merit  sets 
them  above  the  compliances  of  servility,  are  apt  enough, 
in  their  association  with  superiours,  to  watch  their  own  dig-  ^ 
nity  with  troublesome  and  punctilious  jealousy,  and  in  the 
fervour  of  independence  to  exact  that  attention  which  they 
refuse  to  pay.  Part  they  did,  whatever  was  the  quarrel ; 
and  the  rest  of  their  travels  was,  doubtless,  more  unpleasant 
to  them  both.  Gray  continued  his  journey  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  his  own  little  fortune,  with  only  an  occasional 
servant. 
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He  retnnied  to  Engkmd  in  September,  1741,  and  in 
about  two  months  afterwards  buried  his  father^  who  had, 
by  an  injndicioiis  waste  of  money  upon  a  new  honse,  so 
much  lessened  his  fortune,  that  Gray  thought  himself  too 
poor  to  study  the  law.  He,  therefore,  retired  to  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  soon  after  beoame  bachelor  of  civil  law ; 
and  where,  without  liking  the  place  or  its  inhabitants,  or  ^*- 
professing  to  like  them,  he  passed,  except  a  short  resi- 
dence at  London,  the  rest  of  his  life. 

About  this  time  he  was  dei»*ived  of  Mr.  West,  the  son 
of  a  chancellor  of  Ireland,  a  friend  on  whom  he  appears  to 
have  set  a  high  value,  and  who  deserved  his  esteem  by 
the  powers  which  he  shows  in  his  letters,  and  in  the  Ode  to 
May,  which  Mr.  Mason  has  preserved,  as  well  as  by  the 
sincerity  with  which,  when  Gray  sent  him  part  of  Agrippina, 
a  tragedy  that  he  had  just  begun,  he  gave  an  opinion  which 
probably  intercepted  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  which 
the  judgment  of  every  reader  will  confirm.  It  was  cer- 
tainly no  loss  to  the  English  stage  that  Agrippina  was 
never  finished. 

In  this  year,  1742,  Gray  seems  first  to  have  applied 
himself  seriously  to  poetry;  for  in  this  year  were  pro- 
duced the  Ode  to  Spring,  his  Prospect  of  Eton,  and  bis 
Ode  to  Adversity.  He  began  likewise  a  Latin  poem, 
De  Priocipiis  Cogitandi. 

It  may  be  collected  from  the  narrative  of  Mr.  Mason,      ^^ 
that  his  first  ambition  was  to  have  excelled  in  Latin  poetry  :     . 
periiaps  it  were  reasonable  to  wish  that  he  had  prosecuted 
his  design;  for,  though  there  is  at  present  some  embar- 
rassment in  his  phrase,  and  some  harshness  in  his  lyrick 
numbers,  his  copiousness  of  language  is  such  as  very  few 
possess;  and  his  lines,  even  when  imperfect,  discover  a,^ 
writer  whom  practice  would  quickly  have  made  skilful.  C 

He  now  lived  on  at  Peterhouse,  very  little  solicitous 
what  others  did  or  thought,  and  cultivated  his  mind  and 
enlarged  his  vien^s  without  any  other  purpose  than  of 
improving  and  amusing  himself;  when  Mr.  Mason,  being 
elected  fellow  of  Pembroke  hall,  brought  him  a  companion 
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who  was  afterwards  to  be  his  editor,  ^md  whose  fondness 
and  fidelity  has  kindled  in  him  a  feeal  of  admiration,  which 
cannot  be  reasonably  expected  from  the  neutrality  of  a 

1  stranger,  and  the  coldness  of  a  critick. 

In  this  retirement  he  wrote,  1747,  an  ode  on  the  Death 
of  Mr.  Walpole's  Cat;  and  the  year  afterwards  attempted 
a  poem, .  of  more  importance,  on  Government  and  Edu- 
cation, of  which  the  fragments  which  remain  have  many 
excellent  lines. 

His  next  production,  1750,  was  his  far-famed  Elegy  in 
the  Church-yard,  which,  finding  its  way  into  a  magazine, 
first,  I  believe,  made  him  known  to  the  publick. 

An  invitation  from  lady  Cobham»  about  this  time,  gave 
occasion  to  an  odd  composition  called  a  Long  Story,  which 
adds  little  to  Gray's  character. 

\       Several  of  his  pieces  were  published,  1753,  with  designs 

I  by  Mr.  Bentley ;  and,  that  they  might  in  some  form  or 
other  make  a  book,  only  one  side  of  each  leaf  was  printed. 
I  believe  the  poems  and  the  plates  recommended  each  other 
so  well,  that  the  whole  impression  was  soon  bought.  This 
year  he  lost  his  mother. 

Some  time  afterwards,  1756,  some  young  men  of  the 
college,  whose  chambers  were  near  his,  diverted  them- 
selves with  disturbing  him  by  frequent  and  troublesome 
noises,  and,  as  is  said,  by  pranks  yet  more  offensive 
and  contemptuous.  This  insolence,  having  endured  it  a- 
while,  he  represented  to  the  govemours  of  the  society, 
among  whom,  perhaps,  he  had  no  friends ;  and,  finding  his 
complaint  little  regarded,  removed  himself  to  Pembroke 
hall. 

In  1757  he  published  the  Progress  of  Poetry,  and  the 
Bard,  two  compositions  at  which  the  readers  of  poetry 

-  were  at  first  content  to  gaze  in  mute  amazement.  Some 
that  tried  them  confessed  their  inability  to  understand 

'  them,  though  Warburton  said  that  they  were  understood 
as  well  as  the  works  of  Milton  and  Shakespeare,  which  it  is 
the  fashion  to  admire.  Garrick  wrote  a  few  lines  in  their 
praise.     Some  hardy  champions  undertook  to  rescue  :them 
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from  neglect ;  and,  in  a  sh6rt  time,  many  were  content  to  ^ 
be  shown  beauties  which  they  could  not  see. 

Gray's  reputation  was  now  so  high,  that,  after  the  death 
df  Gibber,  he  had  the  honour  of  refusing  the  laurel,  which 
was  then  bestowed  on  Mr.  Whitehead. 

His  curiosity,  not  long  after,  drew  him  away  from  Cam- 
bridge to  a  lodging  near  the  Museum,  where  he  resided 
near  three  years,  reading  and  transcribing ;  and,  so  far  as 
can  be  discovered,  very  little  affected  by  two  odes  on 
Oblivion  and  Obscurity,  in  which  his  lyrick  performances 
were  ridiculed  with  much  contempt  and  much  ingenuity. 

When  the  professor  of  modem  history  at  Cambridge 
died,  he  was,  as  he  says,  ''cockered  and  spirited  up," 
till  he  asked  it  of  lord  Bute,  who  sent  him  a  civil  refusal ; 
and  the  place  was  given  to  Mr.  Brocket,  the  tutor  of  sir 
James  Lowther. 

His  constitution  was  weak,  and  believing  that  his  health 
was  promoted  by  exercise  and  change  of  place,  he  under- 
took, 1765,  a  journey  into  Scotland,  of  which  his  account, 
so  far  as  it  extends,  is  very  curious  and  elegant ;  for,  as 
his  comprehension  was  ample,  his  curiosity  extended  to  all  * 
the  works  of  art,  all  the  appearances  of  nature,  and  all  thcf 
monuments  of  past  events.  He  naturally  contracted  a 
friendship  with  Dr.  Beattie,  whom  he  found  a  poet,  a 
philosopher,  and  a  good  man.  The  Mareschal  college  at 
Aberdeen  offered  him  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws,  which, 
having  omitted  to  take  it  at  Cambridge,  he  thought  it 
decent  to  refiise. 

What  he  had  formerly  solicited  in  vain  was  at  last  given 
him  without  solicitation.  The  professorship  of  history 
became  again  vacant,  and  he  received,  1768,  an  offer  of  it 
from  the  duke  of  Grafton.  He  accepted,  and  retained  it 
to  his  death  ;  always  designing  lectures,  but  never  reading 
them ;  uneasy  at  his  neglect  of  duty,  and  appeasing  his 
uneasiness  with  designs  of  reformation,  and  with  a  reso- 
lution which  he  believed  himself  to  have  made  of  resigning 
the  office,  if  he  found  himself  unable  to  discharge  it. 

Ill  health  made  auother  journey  necessary,  and  he  vi- 
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jsited,  1769,  WettmorlaDd  and  CmnberlaDd.  He  that 
reads  his  epistolarj  narration,  wishes,  that  to  tiBTel,  and 
to  tell  his  travels,  had  been  more  of  his  employment ;  but 
it  is  by  studying  at  home  that  we  must  obtain  the  ability 
-  of  travelling  with  intelligence  and  improvement. 

His  travels  and  his  studies  were  now  near  their  end. 
The  gout,  of  which  he  had  sustained  many  weak  attacks, 
fell  upon  his  stomach,  and,  yielding  to  no  medicines,  pro- 
duced strong  convulsions,  which,  July  90,  1771,  termi- 
nated in  death. 

His  character  I  am  willing  to  adopt,  as  Mr.  Mason  has 
done,  from  a  letter  written  to  my  friend  Mr.  Boswefl,  by 
the  reverend  Mr.  Temple,  rector  of  St.  Gluvias,  in  Corn- 
wall ;  and  am  as  willing  as  his  warmest  well-wisher  to  be- 
lieve it  true. 

**  Perhaps  he  was  the  most  learned  man  in  Europe. 
He  was  equally  acquainted  with  the  elegant  and  profound 
parts  of  science,  and  that  not  superficially,  but  thoroughly. 
He  knew  every  branch  of  history,  both  natural  and  civil ; 
had  read  all  the  original  historians  of  England,  France, 
and  Italy ;  and  was  a  great  antiquarian.  Criticism,  meta^ 
physicks,  morals,  politicks,  made  a  principal  part  of  his 
study ;  voyages  and  travels  of  all  sorts  were  his  favourite 
amusements ;  and  he  had  a  finiB  taste  in  painting,  prints,  ar- 
chitecture, and  gardening.  With  such  a  fund  of  knowledge, 
his  conversation  must  have  been  equally  instructing  and 
entertaining ;  but  he  was  also  a  good  man,  a  man  of  virtue 
and  humanity.  There  is  no  character  without  some  speck, 
some  imperfection  ;  and  I  think  the  greatest  defect  in  his 
wad  an  affectation  in  delicacy,  or  rather  effeminacy,  and  a 
visible  fastidiousness,  or  contempt  and  disdain  of  his  infe- 
riours  in  science.  He  also  had,  in  some  degree,  that  weak- 
ness which  disgusted  Voltaire  so  much  in  Mr.  Congreve : 
though  he  seemed  to  value  others  chiefly  according  to  the 
progress  that  they  had  made  in  knowledge,  yet  he  could 
not  bear  to  be  considered  himself  merely  as  a  man  of  let- 
ters ;  and,  though  without  birth,  or  fortune,  or  station,  his 
desire  was  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  private  independent 
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gentleman,  who  read  for  his  amusement.  PerhajM  H  may 
be  said,  what  signifies  so  much  knowledge,  when  it  pro* 
duced  so  little  ?  Is  it  worth  taking  so  much  pains  to  leaTe 
no  memorial  but  a  few  poems?  But  let  it  be  considered, 
that  Mr.  Gray  was«  to  others  at  least,  innocently  em- 
ployed, to  himself  certainly  beneficially.  His  time  passed 
agreeably ;  he  was  eyery  day  making  s<Hne  new  acqui- 
sition in  science ;  his  mind  was  enlarged,  his  heart  soft- 
ened, his  virtue  strengthened ;  the  world  and  mankind 
were  shown  to  him  without  a  mask ;  and  he  was  taught  to 
consider  every  thing  as  trifling,  and  unworthy  of  the  atr 
tention  of  a  wise  man,  except  the  pursuit  of  knowledge 
and  practice  of  virtue,  in  that  state  wherein  Grod  hath 
placed  us." 

To  this  character  Mr.  Mason  has  added  a  more  parti- 
cular account  of  Gray's  skill  in  zoology.  He  has  re- 
marked, that  Gray's  effeminacy  was  affected  most ''  before 
those  whom  he  did  not  wish  to  please ;"  -and  that  he  is  un- 
jusdy  charged  with  making  knowledge  his  sole  reason  of 
preference^  as  he  paid  his  esteem  to  none  whom  he  did 
not  likewise  believe  to  be  good. 

What  has  occurred  to  me  from  the  slight  inspection  of 
hb  letters,  in  which  my  undertaking  has  engaged  me,  is, 
[that  his  mind  had  a  large  g^rasp ;  that  his  curiosity  was  un- 
Himited,  and  his  judgment  cultivated ;  that  he  was  a  man 
likely  to  love  much  where  be  loved  at  all ;  but  that  he  was 
fastidious  and  hard  to  please.  His  contempt,  however,  is 
often  employed,  where  I  hope  it  will  be  approved,  upon 
skepticism  and  infidelity.  His  short  account  of  Shaftes- 
bury I  will  insert 

''You  say  you  cannot  conceive  how  lord  Shaftesbury 
came  to  be  a  philosopher  in  vogue ;  I  will  tell  you :  first, 
he  was  a  lord;  secondly,  he  was  as  vain  as  any  of  his 
readers ;  thirdly,  men  are  very  prone  to  believe  what  they 
do  not  understand ;  fourthly,  dbey  will  believe  any  thing 
at  all,  provided  they  are  under  no  obligation  to  believe  it ; 
fifthly,  they  love  to  take  a  new  road,  even  when  that  road 
leads  nowhere;   sixthly,  he  was  reckoned  a  fine  writer^ 
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and  seems  always  to  mean  more  than  he  said.  Would  you 
have  any  more  reasons  ?  An  interval  of  above  forty  years 
has  pretty  well  destroyed  the  charm.  A  dead  lord  ranks 
with  commoners;  vanity  is  no  longer  interested  in  the 
matter ;  for  a  new  road  has  become  an  old  one." 

Mr.  Mason  has  added,  from  his  own  knowledge,  that, 
though  Gray  was  poor,  he  was  not  eager  of  money ;  and 
that,  out  of  the  little  that  he  had,  he  was  very  willing  to 
help  the  necessitous. 

As  a  writer  he  had  this  peculiarity,  that  he  did  not  write 
his  pieces  first  rudely,  and  then  correct  them,  but  laboured 
every  line  as  it  arose  in  the  train  of  composition ;  and  he 
had  a  notion,  not  very  peculiar,  that  he  could  not  write  but 
at  certain  times,  or  at  happy  moments ;  a  faintastick  fop- 
pery, to  which  my  kindness  for  a  man  of  learning  and 
virtue  wishes  him  to  have  been  auperiour. 

Grray's  poetry  is  now  to  be  considered ;  and  I  hope  not 
to  be  looked  on  as  an  enemy  to  his  name,  if  I  confess  that 
I  contemplate  it  with  less  pleasure  than  his  life. 

His  ode  on  Spring  has  something  poetical,  both  in  the 
language  and  the  thought ;  but  the  language  is  too  luxu- 
riant, and  the  thoughts  have  nothing  new.    There  has,  of 
'i  late,  arisen  a  practice  of  giving  to  adjectives  derived  from 
.  substantives,*  the  termination  of  participles ;  such  as  the 
t  cultured  plain,  the  daisied  bank ;  but  I  was  sorry  to  see, 
in  the  lines  of  a  scholar  like  Gray,  the  honied  spring. 
^  The  morality  is  natural,  but  too  stale ;  the  conclusion  is 
pretty.-     . 

The  poem  on  the  Cat  was,  doubtless,  by  its  author,  con- 
sidered as  a  trifle ;  but  it  is  not  a  happy  trifle.  In  the 
first  stanza,  "the  azure  flowers  that  blow'*  show  resolutely 
a  rhyme  is  sometimes  made  when  it  cannot  easily  be 
found.  Selima,  the  cat,  is  called  a  nymph,  with  some 
violence  both  to  language  and  sense ;  but  there  is  no  good 
use  made  of  it  when  it  is  done :  for  of  the  two  lines, 
What  female  heart  can  gold  despise  ? 
What  cat's  averse  to  fish  ? 
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the  first  relates  merely -to  the  nymph^  and  the  second  only 
to  the  cat.  The  sixth  stanza  contains  a  melancholy  truth, 
that  **  a  favourite  has  no  friend  ;**  but  the  last  ends  in  a 
pointed  sentence  of  no  relation  to  the  purpose ;  if  what 
glistered  had  been  gold,  the  cat  would  not  have  gone  into 
the  water;  and,  if  she  had,  would  not  less  have  been 
drowned. 

The  Prospect  of  Eton  College  suggests  nothing  to  Gray 
which  every  beholder  does  not  equally  think  and  feel. 
His  supplication  to  father  Thames,  to  tell  him  who  drives 
the  hoop  or  tosses  the  ball,  is  useless  and  puerile.  Father 
Thames  has  no  better  means  of  knowing  than  himself  ^ 
.  His  epithet,  "  buxom  health,*'  is  not  elegant ;  he  seems  not 
to  understand  the  word.  Gray  thought  his  language  more 
poetical  as  it  was  more  remote  from  common  use ;  finding 
in  Dryden  '^  honey  redolent  of  spring,"  an  expression  that 
reaches  the  utmost  limits  of  our  language,  Gray  drove  it  i 
a  little  more  beyond  common  apprehension,  by  making  I 
"  gfales"  to  be  "  redolent  of  joy  and  youth." 

Of  the  Ode  on  Adversity,  the  hint  was,  at  first,  taken 
from  **  O  Diva,  gratum  quae  regis  Antium ;"  but  Gray 
has  excelled  his  orig^al  by  the  variety  of  his  sentiments, 
and  by  their  moral  application.  Of  this  piece,  at  once 
poetical  and  rational^  I  will  not,  by  slight  objections,  violate 
the  dignity. 

My  process  has  now  brought  me  to  the  wonderful 
wonder  of  wonders,  the  two  sister  odes;  by  which,  though 
either  vulgar  ignorance  or  common  sense  at  first  univer- 
sally rejected  them,  many  have  been  since  persuaded  to 
think  themselves  delighted.  I  am  one  of  those  that  are 
willing  to  be  pleased,  and,  therefore,  would  gladly  find 
the  meaning  of  the  first  stanza  of  the  Progress  of  Poetry. 

^  We  shall,  in  comparison  with  this  criticism,  quote  a  passage  from  Rasselas, 
and  deduce  no  inference :  '*  As  they  were  sitting  together,  the  princess  cast  her 
eyes  on  the  river  that  Bowed  before  her :  answer,  said  she,  great  father  of 
waters,  thou  that  rollest  thy  floods  through  eighty  nations,  to  the  invocation  of 
the  daughter  of  thy  native  king.  Tell  me,  if  thou  waterest,  through  all  thy 
course,  a  single  habitation  fh>m  which  thou  dost  not  hear  the  murmurs  of  com> 
plaint."    Ed. 
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Gray  seems,  in  bis  rapture,  to  confound  the  images  of 
''  spreading  sound*'  and  "running  water."  A  "  stream  of 
musick/*  may  be  allowed ;  but  where  does  "  musick/*  bow- 
ever  "  smooth  and  strong,"  after  baying  visited  the  "  ver- 
dant vales,  roll  down  the  steep  amain,"  so  as  that  "rocks 
and  nodding  groves  rebellow  to  the  roar?"  If  this  be  said 
of  musick,  it  is  nonsense  ;  if  it  1>e  said  of  water,  it  is  no- 
thing to  the  purpose. 

The  second  stanza,  exhibiting  Mars*  car  and  Jove*s 
eagle,  is  unworthy  of  further  notice.  Criticism  disdains 
to  chase  a  schoolboy  to  his  commonplaces. 

To  the  third  it  may  likewise  be  objected,  that  it  is 
drawn  from  mythology,  though  such  as  may  be  more  easily 
assimilated  to  real  life.  Idalia*s  "  velvet  green"  has  some- 
thing of  cant.  An  epithet  or  metaphor  drawn  from  nature 
ennobles  art:  an  epithet  or  metaphor  drawn  from  art  de- 
grades nature.  Gray  is  too  fond  of  words  arbitrarily  com- 
pounded. "  Many-twinkling"  was  formerly  censured  as 
not  analogical ;  we  may  say  "  many-spotted,"  but  scarcely 
**  many-spotting."  This  stanza,  however,  has  something 
pleasing. 

Of  the  second  ternary  of  stanzas,  the  first  endeavours  to 
tell  something,  and  would  have  told  it,  had  it  not  been 
crossed  by  Hyperion :  the  second  describes  well  enough 
the  universal  prevalence  of  poetry  ;  but  I  am  afraid  that 
the  conclusion  will  not  arise  from  the  premises.  The 
caverns  of  the  north  and  the  plains  of  Chili  are  not  the 
residences  of  "Glory  and  generous  shame."  (But  that 
poetry  and  virtue  go  always  together  is  an  opinion  so 
pleasing,  that  I  can  forgive  him  who  resolves  to  think  it 
true.  ^ 

The  third  stanza  sounds  big  with  "  Delphi,'*  and 
"Egean,"  and  "  Ilissus,"  and  "  Meander,"  and  "  hallowed 
fountains,"  and  "  solemn  sound ;"  but  in  all  Gray's  odes 
there  is  a  kind  of  cumbrous  splendour  which  we  wish 
away.  His  position  is  at  last  false :  in  the  time  of  Dante 
and  Petrarch,  iVom  whom  he  derives  our  first  school  of 
poetry,  Italy  was  overrun  by  "tyrant  power"  and  "coward 
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vice ;"  nor  was  our  state  much  better  when  we  first  bor- 
rowed the  Italian  arts. 

Of  the  third  ternary,  the  first  gives  a  mythological  birth 
of  Shakespeare.  What  is  said  of  that  mighty  genius  is  true  ; 
but  it  is  not  said  happily :  the  real  effects  of  this  poeti- 
cal power  are  put  out  of  sight  by  the  pomp  of  machinery.  ^ 
Where  truth  is  sufficient  to  fill  the  mind,  fiction  is  worse     ^' 
than  useless ;  the  counterfeit  debases  the  genuine. 

His  account  of  Milton's  blindness,  if  we  suppose  it 
caused  by  study  in  the  formation  of  his  poem,  a  supposi- 
tion surely  allowable,  is  poetically  true,  and  happily  ima- 
gined. But  the  car  of  Dryden,  with  his  ttoo  coursers,  has 
nothing  in  it  peculiar ;  it  is  a  car  in  which  any  other  rider  ^ 
may  be  placed. 

The  Bard  appears,  at  the  first  view,  to  be,  as  Algarotti 
and  others  have  remarked,  an  imitation  of  the  prophecy  of 
Nereus.  Algarotti  thinks  it  superiourto  its  original;  and, 
if  preference  depends  only  on  the  imagery  and  animation 
of  the  two  poems;  his  judgment  is  right.  There  is  in  the 
Bard  more  force,  more  thought,  and  more  variety.  But 
to  copy  is  less  than  to  invent,  and  the  copy  has  been  un- 
happily produced  at  a  wrong  time.  The  fiction  of  Horace 
was  to  the  Romans  credible ;  but  its  revival  disgusts  us 
with  apparent  and  unconquerable  falsehood.  Incredulus 
odi. 

To  select  a  singular  event,  and  swell  it  to  a  giant's  but 
by  fabulous  appendages  of  spectres  and  predictions,  has^ 
little  difficulty ;  for  he  that  forsakes  the  probable  may 
always  find  the  marvellous.  And  it  has  little  use ;  we  are 
affected  only  as  we  believe  ;  we  are  improved  only  as  we 
find  something  to  be  imitated  or  declined.  I  do  not  see 
that  the  Bard  promotes  any  truth,  moral  or  political. 

His  stanzas  are  too  long,  especially  his  epodes  ;  the  ode 
is  finished  before  the  ear  has  learned  its  measures,  and, 
consequently,  before  it  can  receive  pleasure  from  their 
consonance  and  recurrence. 

Of  the  first  stanza,  the  abrupt  beginning  has  been  cele- 
brated ;  but  technical  beauties  can  give  praise  only  to  the 
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inventor.  It  is  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  rush  abruptly 
upon  his  subject,  that  has  read  the  ballad  of  Johnny  Arm- 
strong : 

Is  there  ever  a  man  in  all  Scotland. 

The  initial  resemblances,  or  alliterations,  ''ruin,  ruthless, 
helm  or  hauberk,''  are  below  the  grandeur  of  a  poem  that 
endeavours  at  sublimity. 

In  the  second  stanza,  the  Bard  is  well  described ;  but  in 
the  third  we  have  the  puerilities  of  obsolete  mythology. 
When  we  are  told  that  "  Cadwallo  hush'd  the  stormy 
main,"  and  that  "  Modred  made  huge  Plinlimmon  bow  his 
cloud-topp'd  head,"  attention  recoils  from  the  repetition  of 
a  tale  that,  even  when  it  was  first  heard,  was  heard  with 
scorn. 

The  weaving  of  the  witutingsJieet  he  borrowed,  as  he 
owns,  from  the  Northern  Bards ;  but  their  texture,  how- 
ever, was  very  properly  the  work  of  female  powers,  as  the 
act  of  spinning  the  thread  of  life  in  another  mythology. 
Theft  is  always  dangerous ;  Gray  has  made  weavers  of 
slaughtered  bards  by  a  fiction  outrageous  and  incongruous. 
They  are  then  called  upon  to  "  weave  the  warp,  and  weave 
the  woof,"  perhaps,  with  no  great  propriety ;  for  it  is  by 
crossing  the  woofynth  the  VHirp  that  men  weave  the  web  or 
piece ;  and  the  first  line  was  dearly  bought  jby  the  admis- 
sion of  its  wretched  correspondent,  ''give  ample  room  and 
verge  enough  p."      He  has,  however,  no  other  line  as  bad. 

The  third  stanza  of  the  second  ternary  is  commended,  I 
think,  beyond  its  merit.  The  personification  is  indistinct. 
Thirst  and  hunger  are  not  alike;  and  their  features,  to 
make  the  imagery  perfect,  should  have  been  discriminated. 
We  are  told,  in  the  scmne  stanza,  how  towers  arefedi  But 
I  will  no  longer  look  for  particular  faults;  yet  let  it  be  ob- 
served, that  the  ode  might  have  been  concluded  with  an 
action  of  better  example ;  but  suicide  is  always  to  be  had 
without  expense  of  thought. 

I*   I  have  a  soul,  that  like  aa  ample  shield 
Can  take  in  all ;  and  verge  enough  for  more. 

Dryden's  Sebastian. 
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These  odes  are  marked  by  glittering  accnmulatioos  of 
ungraceful  ornaments ;  they  strike,  rather  than  please ; 
the  images  are  magnified  by  affectation ;  the  language  is 
laboured  into  harshness.  The  mind  of  the  writer  seems  to 
work  with  unnatural  violence.*  ".Double,  double,  toil  and 
trouble."  He  has  a  kind  of  strutting  dignity,  and  is  tall  by 
walking  on  tiptoe.  His  art  and  his  struggle  are  too  visi- 
ble, and  there  is  too  little  appearance  of  e^ase  and  nature  % 

To  say  that  he  has  no  beauties,  would  be  unjust ;  a  man 
like  him,  of  great  learning  and  great  industry,  could  not 
but  produce  something  valuable.  When  he  pleases  least, 
it  can  only' be  said  that  a  good  design  was  ill-directed. 

His  translations  of  Northem^and  Welsh  poetry  deserve 
praise ;  the  imagery  is  preserved,  perhaps  often  improved; 
but  the  language  is  unlike  the  language  of  other  poets. 

In  the  character  of  his  Elegy  I  rejoice  to  concur  with 
the  common  reader  ;  for,(by  the  common  sense  of  readers 
uncorrupted  with  literary  prejudices,  after  all  the  refine- 
ments of  subtilty  and  the  dogmatism  of  learning,  must  be 
finally  decided  all  claim  to  poetical  honours.  )The  Church- 
yard abounds  with  images  which  find  a  mirror  in  every 
mind,  and  with  sentiments  to  which  every  bosom  returns 
an  echo.  The  four  stanzas  beginning  "Yet  even  these 
bones,**  are  to  me  original :  I  have  never  seen  the  notions 
in  any  other  place ;  yet  he  that  reads  them  here  persuades 
himself  that  he  has  always  felt  them.  Had  Gray  written 
often  thus,  it  had  been  vain  to  blame,  and  useless  to  praise 
him. 

4  Lord  Orford  used  to  assert,  that  Gray  *'  nerer  wrote  any  thing  easily,  bat 
things  of  humour  ;"  and  added,  that  humour  wa»  his  natural  and  original  turn. 

For  a  full  examination  of  Johnson's  strange  and  capricious  strictures  on  the 
poetry  of  Gray,  we,  with  much  satisfaction,  refer  our  readers  to  the  life  prefixed 
to,  and  the  notes  that  accompany,  an  elegant  edition  of  Gray*s  works,  2  vols. 
8vo.  Oxford,  1825.  Much  that  is  both  elegant  and  useful  will^  found  in  that 
publication.    £o. 
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Gborgb  Lyttblton,  the  son  of  sir  Thomas  LytteltoDt 
of  Hagley,  in  Worcestershire,  was  bom  in  1709,  He  was 
educated  at  Eton»  where  he  was  so  much  distinguished, 
that  his  exercises  were  recommended  as  models  to  his 
schoolfellows. 

From  Eton  he  went  to  Christ-church,  where  he  retained 
the  same  reputation  of  superiority,  and  displayed  his  abili- 
ties to  the  publick  in  a  poem  on  Blenheim. 

He  was  a  very  early  writer,  both  in  verse  and  prose. 
His  Progress  of  Love,  and  his  Persian  Letters,  were  both 
written  when  he  was  very  young ;  and,  indeed,  the  cha- 
racter of  a  young  man  is  very  visible  in  both.  The  verses 
cant  of  shepherds  and  flocks,  and  crooks  dressed  with 
flowers ;  and  the  letters  have  something  of  that  indistinct 
and  headstrong  ardour  for  liberty,  which  a  man  of  genius 
always  catches  when  he  enters  the  world,  and  always  suf- 
fers to  cool  as  he  passes  forward. 

He  staid  not  long  at  Oxford;  for,  in  1728,  he  began  his 
travels,  and  saw  France  and  Italy.  When  he  returned,  he 
obtained  a  seat  in  parliament,  and  soon  distinguished  him- 
self among  the  most  eager  opponents  of  sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  though  his  father,  who  was  a  commissioner  of  the 
admiralty,  always  voted  with  the  court. 

For  many  years  the  name  of  George  Ly  ttelton  was  seen 
in  every  account  of  every  debate  in  the  house  of  commons. 
He  opposed  the  standing  army;  be  opposed  the  excise; 
he  supported  the  motion  for  petitioning  the  king  to  remove 
Walpole.  His  zeal  was  considered  by  the  courtiers  not 
only  as  violent,  but  as  acrimonious  and  malignant ;  and, 
when  Walpole  was  at  last  hunted  from  his  places,  every 
effort  was  made  by  his  friends,  and  many  friends  he  had,  to 
exclude  Lyttelton  from  the  secret  committee. 

The  prince   of  Wales,  being,  1737,  driven  from  St. 
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James's,  kept  a  separate  coart*  and  opened  his  arms  to  the 
opponents  of  the  ministry.  Mr.  Lyttelton  became  his  se- 
cretary,  and  was  supposed  to  have  great  influence  in  the 
direction  of  his  conduct.  He  persuaded  his  master,  whose 
business  it  was  now  to  be  popular,  that  he  would  advance 
his  character  by  patronage.  Mallet  was  made  under-se- 
cretary,  with  two  hundred  pounds;  and  Thomson  had  a 
pension  of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year.  For  Thomson, 
Lyttelton  always  retained  his  kindness,  and  was  able,  at 
last,  to  place  him  at  ease. 

Moore  courted  his  favour  by  an  apologetical  poem,  call- 
ed the  Trial  of  Selim ;  for  which  he  was  paid  with  kind 
words,  which,  as  is  common,  raised  great  hopes,  that  were 
at  last  disappointed. 

Lyttelton  now  stood  in  the  first  rank  of  opposition ;  and 
Pope,  who  was  incited,  it  is  not  easy  to  say  how,  to  increase 
the  clamour  against  the  ministry,  commended  him  among 
the  other  patriots.  This  drew  upon  him  the  reproaches  of 
Fox,  who,  in  the  house,  imputed  to  him,  as  a  crime,  his  in- 
timacy with  a  lampooner  so  unjust  and  licentious.  Lyttel- 
ton supported  his  friend ;  and  replied,  that  he  thought  it 
an  honour  to  be  received  into  the  familiarity  of  so  great  a 
poet. 

While  he  was  thus  conspicuous,  he  married,  1741,  Miss 
Lucy  Fortescue,  of  Devonshire/  by  whom  he  had  a  son, 
the  late  lord  Lyttelton,  and  two  daughters,  and  with  whom 
he  appears  to  have  lived  in  the  highest  degree  of  connabial 
felicity ;  but  human  pleasures  are  short ;  she  died  in  child- 
bed about  five  years  afterwards ;  and  he  solaced  his  grief 
by  writing  a  long  poem  to  her  memory. 

He  did  not,  however,  condemn  himself  to  perpetual 
solitude  and  sorrow ;  for,  after  awhile,  he  was  content  to 
seek  happiness  again  by  a  second  marriage  with  the  daugh- 
ter of  sir  Robert  Rich :  but  the  experiment  was  unsuc- 
cessful. 

At  length,  after  a  long  struggle,  Walpole  gave  way, 
And  honour  and  profit  were  distributed  among  his  con- 
querors.    Lyttelton  was  made,  1744,  one  of  the  lords  of 
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the  treasury;  and  from  that  time  was  engaged  in  supporting 
the  schemes  of  the  ministry. 

Politicks  did  not,  however,  so  much  engage  him,  as  to 
withhold  his  thoughts  from  things  of  more  importance. 
He  had,  in  the  pride  of  juvenile  confidence,  with  the  help 
of  corrupt  conversation,  entertained  doubts  of  the  truth  of 
Christianity ;  but  he  thought  the  time  now  come  when  it 
was  no  longer  fit  to  doubt  or  believe  by  chance,  and  ap- 
plied himself  seriously  to  the  g^at  question.  His  studies, 
being  honest,  ended  in  conviction.  He  found  that  religion 
was  true;  and  what  he  had  learned  he  endeavoured  to 
teach,  1747,  by  Observations  on  the  Conversion  of  St. 
Paul ;  a  treatise  to  which  infidelity  has  never  been  able  to 
fabricate  a  specious  answer.  This  book  his  father  had  the 
happiness  of  seeing,  and  expressed  his  pleasure  in  a  letter 
which  deserves  to  be  inserted : 

**  I  have  read  your  religious  treatise  with  infinite  plea- 
sure and  satisfaction.  The  style  is  fine  and  clear,  the  ar- 
guments close,  cogent,  and  irresistible.  May  the  King  of 
kings,  whose  glorious  cause  you  have  so  we^  defended, 
reward  your  pious  labours,  and  grant  that  I  may  be  found 
worthy,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  be  an  eye- 
witness of  that  happiness  which  I  don't  doubt  he  will 
bountifully  bestow  upon  you.  In  the  mean  time,  I  shall 
never  cease  glorifying  God,  for  having  endowed  you  with 
such  useful  talents,  and  giving  me  so  good  a  son. 
"  Your  affectionate  father, 

"  THOMA8  LyTTBLTON.** 

A  few  years  afterwards,  1751,  by  the  death  of  his  father, 
he  inherited  a  baronet's  title  with  a  large  estate,  which, 
though,  perhaps,  he  did  not  augment,  he  was  careful  to 
adorn  by  a  house  of  great  elegance  and  expense,  and  by 
much  attention  to  the  decoration  of  his  park. 

As  he  continued  his  activity  in  parliament,  he  wab^  gra- 
dually advancing  his  claim  to  profit  and  preferment;  and 
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aceordingly  was  made,  in  time,  1754,  cofferer  and  privy 
connsellor:  this  place  be  exchanged  next  year  for  the 
great  office  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer ;  an  office,  how- 
ever, that  required  some  qualifications  which  he  soon  per- 
ceived himself  to  want. 

The  year  after,  his  curiosity  led  him  into  Wales;  of 
which  he  has  given  an  account,  perhaps  rather  with  too 
much  affectation  of  delight,  to  Archibald  Bower,  a  man  of 
whom  he  bad  conceived  an  opinion  more  favourable  than 
he  seems  to  have  deserved,  and  whom,  having  once  es- 
poused his  interest  and  fame,  he  was  never  persuaded  to 
disown.  Bower,  whatever  was  bis  moral  character,  did 
not  want  abilities;  attacked  as  be  was  by  an  universal 
outcry,  and  that  outcry,  as  it  seems,  the  echo  of  truth,  be 
kept  his  ground :  at  last,  when  his  defences  beg^n  to  fail 
him,  he  sallied  out  upon  his  adversaries,  and  his  adver- 
saries retreated. 

About  this  lime  Lyttelton  published  his  Dialogues  of 
the  Dead,  which  were  very  eagerly  read,  though  the  pro- 
duction rather,  as  it  seems,  of  leisure  than  of  study :  rather 
effusions  than  compositions.  The  names  of  his  persons 
too  often  enable  the  reader  to  anticipate  their  conversation; 
and,  when  they  have  met,  they  too  often  part  without  any 
conclusion.  He  has  copied  F^n^lon  more  than  Fonte- 
nelle. 

When  they  were  first  published,  they  were  kindly  com- 
mended by  the  Critical,  Reviewers ;  and  poor  Lyttelton, 
with  humble  gratitude,  returned,  in  a  note  which  I  have 
read,  acknowledgments  which  can  never  be  proper,  since 
they  must  be  paid  either  for  flattery  or  for  justice. 

When,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  reign,  the  inauspi- 
cious commencement  of  the  >var  made  the  dissolution  of 
the  ministry  unaviodable,  sir  Greorge  Lyttelton,  losing, 
with  the  rest,  his  employment,  was  recompensed  with  a 
peerage ;  and  rested  from  political  turbulence  in  the  house 
of  lords. 

His  last  literary  production  was  his  History  of  Henry 
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the  second^  elaborated  by  the  searches  and  deiiberatiaDS  of 
twenty  years,  and  published  with  sach  anxiety  as  only  vanity 
can  dictate. 

The  story  of  this  publication  is  remarkable.  The  whole 
work  was  printed  twice  over,  a  great  part  of  it  three 
times,  and  many  sheets  four  or  five  times.  The  book- 
sellers paid  for  the  first  impression;  but  the  charges  and 
repeated  operations  of  the  press  were  at  the  expense  of 
the  author,  whose .  ambitious  accuracy  is  known  to  have 
cost  him,  at  least,  a  thousand  pounds.  He  began  to  print 
in  1755.  Three  volumes  appeared  in  1764;  a  second 
edition  of  them  in  1767;  a  third  edition  in  1768;  and  the 
conclusion  in  1771. 

Andrew  Reid,  a  man  not  without  considerable  abilities, 
and  not  unacquainted  with  letters  or  with  life,  undertook 
to  persuade  Lyttelton,  as  he  had  persuaded  himself,  that 
he  was  master  of  the  secret  of  punctuation ;  and,  as  fear 
begets  credulity,  he  was  employed,  I  know  not  at  what 
price,  to  point  the  pages  of  Henry  the  second.  The  book 
was  at  last  pointed  and  printed,  and  sent  into  die  world. 
Lyttelton  took  money  for  his  copy,  of  which,  when  he  bad 
paid  the  pointer,  he  probably  gave  the  rest  away ;  for  he 
was  very  liberal  to'the  indigent. 

When  time  brought  the  history  to  a  third  edition,  Reid 
was  either  dead  or  discarded ;  and  the  superintendence  of 
typography  and  punctuation  was  committed  to  a  man  ori- 
ginally a  combHmaker,  but  then  known  by  the  style  of  doe- 
ton  Something  nncoaimon  was  probably  expected,  and 
something  uncommon  was  at  last  done ;  for  to  the  doctor's 
edition  is  appended,  what  the  world  had  hardly  seen  before, 
a  list  of  erronrs  in  nineteen  pages. 

But  to  poti ticks  and  literature  there  must  be  an  end. 
Lord  Lyttelton  had  never  the  appearance  of  a  strong  or 
of  a  healthy  man ;  he  had  a  slender,  uncompacted  frame, 
and  a  meagre  face :  he  lasted,  however,  sixty  years,  and 
was  then  seized  with  his  last  illness.  Of  his  death  a 
very  affecting  and  instructive  account  has  been  given  by 
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bis  physician  %  wkich  will  spare  me  the  task  of  his  moral 
character. 

**  On  Sunday  evening  the  symptoms  of  his  lordship's  dis- 
order, which  for  a  week  past  had  alarmed  as,  pat  on  a  fatal 
appearance,  and  his  lordship  beUeved  himself  to  be  a  dying 
man.  From  this  time  he  suffered  by  restlessness  rather  than 
pain;  though  his  nerves  were  apparently  much  fluttered, 
his  mental  faculties  never  seemed  stronger,  when  be  was 
thoroughly  awake. 

"  His  lordship's  bilious  and  hepatick  complauits  seemed 
alone  not  equal  to  the  expected  mournful  event ;  his  long 
want  of  sleep,  whether  the  consequence  of  the  irritation  in 
the  bowels,  or,  which  is  more  probable,  of  causes  of  a  dif- 
ferent kind,  accoants  for  his  loss  of  strength,  and  for  his 
death,  very  sufficiently. 

"  Though  bis  lordship  wished  his  approaching  dissolution 
not  to  be  lingering,  he  waited  for  it  with  resignation.  He 
said,  '  It  b  a  folly,  a  keeping  me  in  misery,  now  to  attempt 
to  prolong  life ;'  yet  he  was  easily  persuaded,  for  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  others,  to  do  or  take  any  thing  thought  proper 
for  him.  On  Saturday  he  had  been  remarkaUy  better, 
and  we  were  not  without  some  hopes  of  his  recovery. 

"  On  Sunday,  about  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  his  lordship 
sent  for  me,  and  said  he  felt  a  great  hurry,  and  wished  to 
have  a  little  conversation  with  me,  in  order  to  divert  it. 
He  then  proceeded  to  open  the  fountain  of  that  heart, 
from  whence  goodness  had  so  long  flowed  as  from  a  copious 
spring.  'Doctor,'  said  he,  'you  shall  be  my  confessor: 
when  I  first  set  out  in  the  world,  I  had  friends  who  en- 
deavoured to  shake  my  belief  in  the  christian  religion. 
I  saw  difficulties  which  staggered  me ;  but  I  kept  my  mind 
open  to  conviction.  The  evidences  and  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity, studied  with  attention,  made  me  a  most  firm  and 
persuaded  believer  of  the  christian  religion*  I  have  made 
it  the  rule  of  my  life,  and  it  is  the  ground  of  my  future 

^  Dr.  Johnstone,  of  Kiddtnnioster. 
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hopes.  I  have  erred  and  sinned  ;  but  have  repented,  and 
never  indulged  any  vitious  habit.  In  politicks,  and  pub- 
lick  life,  I  have  made  publick  good  the  rule  of  my  conduct. 
I  never  gave  counsels  which  I  did  not  at  the  time  think 
the  best  I  have  seen  that  I  was  sometimes  in  the  wrong ; 
but  I  did  not  err  designedly.  I  have  endeavoured,  in 
private  life,  to  do  all  the  good  in  my  power,  and  never  for 
a  moment  could*  indulge  malicious  or  unjust  designs  upon 
any  person  whatsoever." 

**  At  another  time  he  said, '  I  must  leave  my  soul  in  the 
same  state  it  was  in  before  this  illness ;  I  find  this  a  very 
inconvenient  time  for  solicitude  about  any  thmg.' 

*'  On  the  evening,  when  the  symptoms  of  death  came  on, 
he  said,  *  I  shall  die ;  but  it  will  not  be  your  fault.*  When 
lord  and  lady  Valentia  came  to  see  his  lordship,  he  gave 
them  his  solemn  benediction,  and  said,  '  Be  good/  be  vir- 
tuous, my  lord;  you  must  come  to  this.'  Thus  he  continued 
giving  his  dying  benediction  to  all  around  him.  On  Mon- 
day morning  a  lucid  interval  gave  some  small  hopes,  but 
these  vanished  in  the  evening ;  -and  he  continued  dying, 
but  with  very  little  uneasiness,  till  Tuesday  morning,  Au- 
gust 22,  when,  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock,  he  ex- 
pired, almost  without  a  groan." 

His  lordship  was  buried  at  Hagley ;  and  the  following 
inscription  is  cut  on  the  side  of  his  lady's  monument : 

This  unadorned  stone  was  placed  here 

by  the  particular  desire  and  express 

directions  of  the  right  honourable 

Oborob  Lord  Ltttblton, 

Who  died  August  22,  1773>  aged  64. 

Lord  Lyttelton's  poems  are  the  works  of  a  man  of  li- 
terature and  judgment,,  devoting  part  of  his  time  to  versifi- 
cation. They  have  nothing  to  be  despised,  and  little  to  be 
admired.  Of  his  Progress  of  Love,  it  is  suflScient  blaitae 
to  say  that  it  is  pastoral.  His  blank  verse  in  Blenheim 
has  neither  much  force  nor  much  elegance.   His  little  per- 
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formaDces,  whether  songs  or  epigrams,  are  sometimes 
sprightly  and  sometimes  insipid.  His  epistolary  pieces 
have  a  smooth  equability,  which  cannot  much  tire,  because 
they  are  short,  but  which  seldom  elevates  or  surprises. 
But  from  this  censure  ought  to  be  excepted  his  Advice  to 
Belinda,  which,  though  for  the  most  part  written  when  he 
was  very  young,  contains  much  truth  and  much  prudence, 
very,  elegantly  and  vigorously  expressed,  and  shows  a 
mind  attentive  to  life,  and  a  power  of  poetry  which  cul- 
tivation might  have  raised  to  excellence. 


END  OF  VOL.  VIII. 


TALD0Y8  AND    WnEELF.R,   OXFORD. 
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